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African-Americans Show
Clear Favorites Among
City Council Candidates

OCTOBER 15 - OCTOBER 21, 2009

VOLUME 42 NUMBER 7

Men Marching
On A Meaningful
Mission!

ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA

Photography by Lomax Mcintyre
From left to right, Bishop Mckinley Young,
Rev. Golden, and Rev. Kenny Irby

As over 35 AfricanAmerican men donning
burgundy blazers and gray
slack ran up the stair of historic
Bethel African Methodist
Ep i scopal Chur ch loudly
singing a familiar hymn of the
struggle, “We have come this
far by faith.”
As they focused on the
incredible influence and inheritance, people on the sidewalks
watched attentively like spectators at a sporting event.
After all these men were
wearing uniforms, assembled
in a single file line, joyously
singing a song and rhythmically swaying with a purposeful
swagger.
Indeed, the Sons of Allen
of the West Coast Conference
were making a statement with
purpose. They had come for
Lakeland, Tampa and St.
P e t e r s burg f or th e 69th.
Session of the West Coast
Annual Conference.
In s hor t the b rothers
gathered to for the Sons of
Allen witness service, a yearly
event for a time of fellowship,
celebration, recognition and

preaching. This year the SOA
were honoring men of distinction who had established a
legacy and inheritance by way
of their ministry. Five pastors
and prepared preachers were
honored along with the
Presiding Prelate of the 11th.
Episcopal District, The Right
Rev. McKinley Young whose
litany of Influence provided a
steady mantra for the evening.
In the great call and
response tradition of the black
church, the Rev. Bryant A.
Fayson, Sr. pastor of St. Paul
A.M.E. Church in Tampa.
guided the litany of the
evening, authored by Bishop
Young himself.
Leader: In our world, we
see injustice, poverty, and the
pains of despair.
Response: Lift up the
holy light of Christ and let it
shine. The light of justice,
plenty and hope.
Leader: In our world, we
see an unjust war, genocide
and ethnic cleansing.

MEN

continued on pg. 9

Photography by Kelley Collier
From left to right, Darryl Rouson (for Angela Rouson), Leonard Schmiege, Steve Kornell, Jeff Danner, Jim Kennedy and
Steve Corsetti. Seated, from left to right, Pamella Settlegoode, Leslie Curran, Darden Rice (for Karl Nurse) and Vel Thompson.

BYGYPSYGALLARDO
SPECIALTO THE
CHALLENGER

Whether it’s the air of change
or the fighting spirit of the challenging candidates, the majorityblack audience at the Agenda 2010
Council Candidate Forum this past
Monday clearly wants fresh blood
in City Hall.
The two-hour forum held at
the Suncoast Hospice drew 85
audience members – mostly
African-American professionals with 54 folks who cast anonymous
straw poll ballots at evening’s end.
While by no means representative of the larger black
community, their ballots may give
us a window into some surprising
dynamics.

Number one – the incumbents
have an uphill climb in winning
African American voters in this
year’s election; and number two –
Districts 5 and 6 are upending the
conventional wisdom about
“black politics.”
Challengers Trounce the
Incumbents
Leslie Curran was the only
incumbent who beat her challenger in the forum’s straw poll
results. Curran, who has held the
District 4 City Council seat since
2005 and previously served on
City Council in the 1990s, won 52
percent of the vote against challenger Pamella Settlegoode.
Steve Corsetti, who is challenging District 2 Councilman Jim
Kennedy, was the forum’s biggest
vote getter. His straight-talking

style won 83 percent of the vote
against Kennedy, whose mannerisms – if not politics – are
decidedly more conservative.
In District 8, newcomer
Leonard Schmiege won 74
percent of the vote against oneterm Councilman Jeff Danner.
Schmiege won a rousing round of
applause when he stood and asked
the audience “If they haven’t
addressed your issues in all this
time on Council, why would you
vote them back in?” Schmiege
went on to say “Why would you
elect the people who haven’t kept
their promises before.”
District 5 and District 6
Drawing Heat
Districts 5 and 6, which both
have a large population of black
voters, may have produced the

poll’s most eye-opening results.
The District 5 race between
Angela Rouson and Steve Kornell
is apparently tighter among
African-Americans than the
Rouson campaign expected.
Kornell, who is white, won 57
percent of the majority-black vote
over Rouson’s 39 percent. She is
African-American.
The standing assumption prior
to now is that Rouson would win
the majority of black voters. But
Lounell Britt, a respected elder in
the community, commented last
week “Kornell isn’t new to our
community. People know him. He
has a long track record of working
with our children and families.”
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BY JEANIE BLUE

Many alumnae, politicians
an d co m m u n i t y m em b ers
attended the grand opening
ceremony for Jordan Elementary
School held Tuesday, Oct. 13.
Historically, Jordan Elementary
School was established in 1925 in
response to a need for another
school for African-American
students in the city. Prior to Jordan
Elementary, Davis Elementary,
the first school built for AfricanAmericans, was the only school
available and it was overcrowded.
The newly renovated Jordan
Elementary is the city’s first
LEED (Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Design) certified
project and is considered a
“green” building. According to
Deputy Mayor, Dr. Goliath Davis,
95 percent of old materials that

would normally be considered as
waste ended up being used for the
building’s floors and wood
supports and with solar water
heaters and a photovoltaic system
housed on the roof of the building
will utilized solar rays to heat
water and provide power to the
entire building. Davis credits the
collective financing effort
provided by the City, County and
Federal Government that saved
this school from demolition.
It was in 2006 when the city
purchased the building for $1
from the Pinellas County Schools
in an attempt to preserve its facilities and legacy. The building will
be occupied by the Pinellas
County Head Start/Early Start
Program, which will work out of
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Jordan Elementary alumnae Mattie Wright
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Nobel Prize For Obama Deserved? Yes!

BY RON WALTERS
NNPA COLUMNIST

When the world
woke up Friday, October 10 it was
surprised that Barack Obama had
won the Nobel Prize.
But surprise should not have
been a cause for derision. Instead,
it should have been a cause for
national pride, but right away,
many in the media raised questions
about whether it was deserved
since he had been in office so few
months that he had accomplished
nothing and Republicans like
Mi c h ael Steele dismissed it
“meaningless.”
I agree with those who believe
that the Nobel Committee’s action
was “aspirational” in the sense that
it wanted Obama to continue the
course that he had set. But I also
think they had concluded that in
setting a different and positive
course for America that he also
exercised the kind of outstanding
leadership for the global system
that merited the award.
He had, in fact, turned the
corner on the approach of George
Bush to the international system by
announcing to the world in Berlin
that the United States would renew
its collaboration with nations to
resolve important problems, rather
than rattle our sabers and do it

alone. He followed up by adopting
a common approach in dealing
with Iran’s nuclear capability.
The surprising result is that
Iran has agreed to six-party talks in
Geneva and given Russia the right
to enrich its uranium. Obama’s
message to the Islamic world was
that America sees them as friends
and allies rather than enemies and
that it would join them in any
venture for peace of they would
open their hand in friendship rather
than the hand of jihad.
Then he followed it up by
adopting a negotiating framework
with Iran to address its nuclear
capability and re-starting the
dialogue between Israel and the
Palestinians that was dropped by
Bush until the last minutes of his
time in office. Obama announced
in Prague that the United States
policy would work toward the
elimination of nuclear weapons in
April of this year and followed up
in September by proposing a resolution that was adopted by the UN
Security Council and by beginning
negotiations with Russia to reduce
nuclear stockpiles.
He a lso el i m i n at ed t h e
defensive nuclear shield in Eastern
Europe, which won him instant
credibility with the Russians, and
their assistance in dealing with
Iran’s nuclear capability. Obama,

far different from the Bush administration, took the position that
climate change was an urgent
priority and that the U. S. alone
could not resolve it.
So he followed up by reaching
out to China and other countries
that have recently industrialized
and folded this priority into his
own domestic policy to create a
green revolution and manage
energy differently. In his own
country, Obama has continued to
manage the actions begun by the
Bush administration that have
resulted in moving the American
financial system back from the
brink of disaster and toward
solvency again. His actions have
not affected a total recovery, but
Obama should be given enormous
credit for trying to stabilize the
banking system, affecting a
Stimulus Package to prop up areas
of the economy and start job
creation, stabilize the auto industry
and obtain universal health care
coverage, pull out of Iraq, reject
torture and etc. Instead, here his
actions have received persistent
criticism at every turn.
So, in nine months he has not
only given some great speeches,
but also done some good things to
back them up. Fundamentally what
we are witnessing is the difference
of opinion between American

elites and Europeans who harbor a
profound dislike for the fact that
George Bush ruthlessly violated
the common standards of
democracy shared by his allies and
aspired to by other states in the
global system.
For many Americans this is a
sign that there is some serious
hangover from the Bush years. I
keep reminding my readers not to
forget that 57 percent of whites
voted for John McCain which
means that an awful lot of them
were wedded to Bush politics and
now feel some resentment that the
international community has repudiated them so soundly by
rewarding Barack Obama for
changing course.
For the many blacks who
support Obama, but also appeared
surprised about Obama’s Nobel
Prize, not to understand the basis
of the Nobel Committee’s decision
is a sign that they may have been
so mired in the crises that face
America they have not paid much
attention to the genuinely proAmerican attitudes that Barack
Obama has re-kindled in Europe
and around the world.
So, why not join the Nobel
Committee in saying “well done”
so far, even as we push the
president to do better?

The Foreclosure Victims: Saddest Story Ever Told
BYHARRYALFROD
NNPA Columnist

Yes, it is the foreclosure
victims that have been left to fend for
them. They were the ones marked by
the mortgage brokers participating
with the Hedge Funds. The Hedge
Fund operators have disappeared with
their take and the banks/mortgage
brokers have been bailed out with
about $1 trillion in tax funds. The
victims are left with bad credit,
financial failure and serious marital
and societal ailments that will haunt
them for a lifetime. Some will have
nervous breakdowns, consider and
even commit suicide or have stress so
great that it leads to poor health and
early death. It is just too terrible.
In addition to the foreclosure
victims, their neighbors become
victims too. For every foreclosed
home in a square block, every
neighbor in that square block will lose
about 7 percent of the value of their
own home. Blight, vandalism and
crime will creep in no matter how fine
the neighborhood is (or soon to be
“was”).
Both the Clinton and Bush administrations boasted of increasing
minority home ownership. They took
credit for it like they were doing
something positive and indicative of

good policy. The fact is the predators
were let loose on a class of people who
considered “if the government
approves of this, it must be good”.
Sometimes you have to be aware of
the government (if not afraid).
Let’s not overlook the “save the
world” nonprofit groups that receive
money to provide homeownership
counseling. These groups encouraged
the victims to jump in. Many of them
touted the hustle as wealth building.
The Hedge Funds and participating
mortgage houses gave big sponsorships and straight donations to these
groups in exchange for their
marketing of the madness. They were
paid to convince the victims to take the
“bait”. Now many of them are crying
the blues like they were victims themselves. But what they are doing is
trying to solicit more nonprofit money
to help the very people they exploited.
HUD sent out billions of dollars to
states and cities to pay “homeownership counselors” to assist the victims.
The money should have gone directly
to the foreclosure victims not the
“buzzards” circling around them. The
victims don’t need counseling they
need financial relief just like the banks
got. But it doesn’t look like it is going
to come.
If only the federal government
enforced the rules of standard
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mortgage banking. Through the
loosening of regulations the Hedge
Funds had traditional mortgage
brokers introduce new rules. These
were rules for the hustle but they
presented them as if traditional
mortgage banking had changed. Not
only would they entice young couples
dreaming of home ownership but also
they went after people who already
had their homes. They lured them
with home equity loans. Many homes
were free and clear of any debt but the
enticement of loose cash lured the
naïve into the traps of tremendous
balloon payments and excessive
interest plus rip off fees and miscellaneous costs.
If most of the victims couldn’t
qualify for a traditional (prime
mortgage) transaction, then how could
they qualify for the new game? It’s
simple.
The prime mortgage requires the
borrower to verify his/her income. W2, Form 1040 and other documentation are required. The new game only
required a “statement of income”.
This means you just stated it and they
took your word. It was just too good to
be true. This also shows how sinister
the whole game was. It wasn’t a
matter of not affording the home it was
a matter of how long it was going to
take before the reality was going to

bite the victim.
There was no way this was going
to work out. The troubles evolved
slowly. Around 2005 we started
noticing the problem. By 2007 it was
in full swing. I remember writing
about sub-prime mortgages in 2006.
Many of us predicted the bottom
falling and were warning the banks
and mortgage houses that they, like the
borrowers, were going to have to pay
the terrible price. But we were wrong.
Little did we know that our precious
tax dollars were going to bail out the
established banks who certainly
should have known better. Maybe, just
maybe, they knew the power of their
lobbies and the greed of elected
officials. Perhaps, they knew they
could convince Congress to bail them
out while the borrowers would be left
holding the bag.
Such is the way of the world.
Sometimes power can neglect the
needy and tend to the greedy. As the
foreclosure victims are left hanging
and twisting in the wind, the Wall St.
Gangsters are working on new hustles
like the energy proposal known as
“Cap and Trade.” This isn’t about
global climate change. It’s about
selling derivatives and creating new
Hedge Funds. Remember, Cap and
Trade is the invention of Enron.
Remember them – they’re back!!
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Overcoming Obstacles
To Achive A Goal

Pursue, Overtake and
Recover Services Inc. has a
mission statement: “To forge
partnerships with may individuals to enable them Pursue,
Overtake and Recover everything that was lost in the mist of
the struggle.
G rowing up, R ac he l
Sp e i ght, CEO/Pre side nt,
always had the desire of
becoming a civil trial attorney
and/or owning her own
business.
On the road to pursuing
these goals, she found herself in
a downward spiral. From 1997
to 2000 she was a single parent
on disability. During that time
Rachel encountered mounds of
devastating problems in her
life. Some were caused by
reckless decision making, like
losing custody of her children,
losing her home, transportation,
and even her freedom.
Despite those serious
setbacks, she found the strength
to continue her education and
explore avenues to improve her
life. In 2001, she enrolled in
Manatee Community College,
choosing a dual major in
Criminal Justice and Legal
Assisting.
From 2001 to 2002, she
was able to overcome her
obstacles one by one. She
o b t a i ned cus tody of her
ch i l d r en, f ound ade quate
housing, and solved her transportation issues. During this
time, Rachel slowly regained
all of the things she lost during
the toughest times in her life.
In 2004, she was introduced to “Restoration and
Deliverance Center”, where
Jacquelyn Harvey-Bobien and
Michael Bobien are the acting
Pastors. This was the place
where she developed a strong
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six classrooms housed on the
first floor. The second floor of
the building will be used for
administration. Much of the
original structure was saved and
you can tour coat closets reminiscent of the 1920s and doors
that slide up instead of opening
out into the classroom. The
second floor also contains a sick
room, break room, intake offices,
and conference room. Adults
seeking employment or work on
their GED are also offered a
special space with a computer
and internet access. A new
addition to the building is an

relationship with God through
His word. It was His word that
gave her the faith and strength
to conquer her disability, and
leave welfare behind in 2006.
That same year, with her
will, faith and strength in tact,
Rachel landed a job with a very
prestigious collection agency.
During the course of studies
and newfound employment,
she could see how God was
preparing a better way for her.
In 2007 she had become
one of the most qualified applicants to be accepted by the
CEO Entrepreneur business
training program. She
completed the program, which
was hosted by Comerica Bank
and instructed by Karen McGee
and Associates. During her time
spent in the field of debt collection, Rachel realized that too
many consumers were not
aware of the rights they had,
and that many of these rights
were being violated. They had
no knowledge of the laws that
governed the industry, or even
the existence of the fair credit
reporting act. She witnessed
many of the schemes and
tactics used by collection
agencies and decided she had a
problem with the way things
were being done. Using the
skills she obtained in this
business, she formulated a plan
to educate consumers and help
many of them enhance their
credit scores, and correct their
credit information.
In 2008 Rachel took her
biggest step, using her
knowledge and experience to
open “Pursue, Overtake and
Recover Services Inc.” a credit
auditing and investigating firm
based in Bradenton, Florida.
She has helped many people
throughout
Manatee
and

Sarasota counties obtain
monetary awards from those
companies bent on violating
their rights. She has also
offered, and continues to offer,
workshops at Manatee
Community College (at the
Corporate and Community
Development Center), designed
to bring valuable information
concerning credit repair, credit
enhancement, establishing
credit and how do deal with
cred i t o rs an d co l l ect i o n
agencies.
Rachel is FCRA Certified
(Fair Credit Reporting Act),
FDCPA Certified (Fair debt
Collection Practices Act), she
also provides Power of
Attorney Services.
The Bradenton location is
the Desoto Professional Bldg.,
239 301 Blvd. East, Suite B,
Bradenton, FL 34208. Phone:
941-567-6232.
The
St.
Petersburg location is the Still
Standing Professional Bldg.,
2730 Central Ave., Suite (A A1), St. Petersburg, FL 33712.
Phone: 727-498-8935.
Free Credit Consults for the
first ten people that mention this
article - a $150.00 value! Email:
recover_all@yahoo.com
Website: www.porservices.com.

elevator and alumni Mattie
Wright is really excited about
that.
“They got an elevator, which
I didn’t need when I attended,
but I need it now,” Wright stated.
“I remember everything about
this school and I think the renovation is beautiful. I was a
volunteer for Pinellas County
Schools for 16-years and I’m
thinking of volunteering for this
school now,” Wright added.
Wright atte n d ed J o rd an
Elementary from the 1st to the
6th grade.
The renovation was very
expensive and Mayor Rick
Baker explained why it was

important.
“It was hard and expensive
but the project was important for
three reasons,” Baker stated.
Baker said the three reasons were
that the building was an eyesore
and by making the community
look nice by changing the
appearance, behavior is changed,
too. That the school represents a
part of the character and history
of this part of our community and
lastly, young children need a safe
place to get a head start in the
community.
Youth from headstart led the
attendees in the pledge of allegiance and shared the headstart
song with everyone.

You Are Invited!
Personal Beauty
Day Spa Experience
Come to a Pampering Party
Mondays at 7 p.m. to receive your

C OMPLIMENTARY
SATIN S PA FACIAL
or
Call and Request Your FREE SAMPLE
PACKET of Satin Spa Facial In A Bag
Call Dianne Speights
Independent Sales Director
727-403-0144 or 727-866-6621
Relax, Enjoy and Be Pampered!
Enter a drawing for a Mary Kay Pampering Gift Basket -

a value of over $100!
Refreshments will be served.

Splash Pad At Dell Holmes Park

BY BRAD RICHARDSON
NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS
BUREAU
Rachel Speight

After four months, the kids
love the Splash Pad.
On a Saturday afternoon, you
will find a packed park with all the
pavilions taken and a bunch of
birthday parties and get-togethers
going on. It is lively and loud with
children running and laughing
through the main attraction, the
Splash Pad. Located at 2741 22nd
St. S, at Dell Holmes Park, the
Splash Pad is the main draw for
children of all ages to come and
enjoy. The Splash Pad is a favorite
place after school and on
weekends.
Many people come to Dell
Holmes for the beautiful walking
trails and fishing that goes around
Lake Maggiore. Still others bring
their kids to the park to have a
good time, play with the other
children, and cool off from the
Florida heat.
The Splash pad opened May
16. Since the park attracts a large
number of people, there is need to
have crowd control so that
nothing gets out of hand. Officer
Lerric L. Boyd of the St.
Petersburg Police Department has
that duty. He has been on the
police force for 21 years and is
glad to see that the Splash Pad
brings life to a popular neighbor-

hood in Midtown.
“It is great to see a large ratio
of people in one area,” Boyd said,
while watching the children run
around. He said that many of the
children prefer the Splash Pad
over the pool. At the Splash Pad,
you can have fun even if you do
not know how to swim. Since the
area consists of a flat, brightly
colored concrete top, there is no
deep or shallow end like a pool.
The children freely run through
the many water spouts, hoses, and
sprayers.
Some of the oversized and
brightly colored daisies, pond
stalks, frogs and fish shoot water
hundreds of feet into the air. The
water is controlled by sensors that
detect movement. If a child does
not walk in front of a sensor for 15
minutes, the system shuts off
automatically.
The construction and idea for
this unique attraction was part of
the Midtown Initiative report.
The city spent $31,000 for new
playground equipment to be used
at Lakeview Park, which was later
named after Dell Holmes. Holmes
was the parks director from 1983
to 2003. This funding was enough
to build the vast, colorful playground. The money also enabled
the city to make improvements to
Lake Maggiore, such as a new
dock to allow people to fish and a
golf driving range.

Park operations manager, Mike
Vineyard, said that the Splash Pad
has exceeded the soaking capacity
of 70 children at a time.
“Since the time it opened,
when the kids were out of school,
we were overwhelmed at the
numbers that showed,” Vineyard
said. He said that since school has
started again, the weekends experience the heaviest use of the
Splash Pad.
Carole Hall visits the park
often with her two-year-old son to
watch him run, laugh, and get wet
from the giant sunflower spraying
water all over him. She found out
about the park through a group of
friends and St. Pete Small Tots, a
mother’s group.
“My son likes the fountains
that they have. His favorite is the
frog that sprays water at you in all
directions,” Hall said. “Hands
down, this is the best park in
Pinellas. The size and capacity of
this place are perfect; they just
need to add a little more shaded
areas for the parents.”
The park continues to be a
success among the residents of
Midtown and also attracts people
from other areas. The park is open
30 minutes before sunrise and
closes 30 minutes after sunset.
The Splash Pad is open every day
from 9 a.m. until 8 p.m. The
popular attraction will close for
the winter October 31.

Pinellas County Urban League
Guild Recruits Community Choir

The Pinellas County Urban
League Guild Community Arts
Choir will hold a rehearsal
Sunday, Nov. 15, at 3:45 p.m., for
location please call 727 631-2385.
The choir is under the
direction of the dynamic K.
Bernard Parrott and is currently
preparing for a performance in
Washington, D.C. in July 2010 as
part of the Centennial Celebration
of the National Urban League.
The choir is open to (male and
female) from ages 9 and up interested in choir, band, dance, mime,
producing and recording, drama,
and the visual arts. The mission of

the Arts choir is to empower communities, children, youth, and
adults for the purpose of Exposing
– Experiencing – and Engaging in
positive and effective life skills
while changing lives through the
arts.
The Pinellas County Urban
League is committed to providing
programs and services that
empower individuals and enhance
the future of our community. By
targeting at risk youth, families,
single parents, the economically
disadvantaged, elderly and
disabled, these programs assist
African-Americans and others in

need to achieve social and
economic equality. The Pinellas
County Urban League Guild is the
community service and fundraising arm of the Urban League.
Please come and bring any
interested person.
Additional
information can be obtained from
Dr. Yvonne Williams 727 8676358 President, Pinellas County
Urban League Guild or from
Cynthia Jenkins 727 327- 2081 at
the Pinellas County Urban League
office. Gregory Johnson is
President/CEO of the Pinellas
County Urban League.

DIMMITT LUXURY PREOWNED

2004 Cadillac
Deville

2004 Toyota
Tacoma SR5

2006 Acura TSX

$13,995

$15,995

$17,995

White/Gray, Suntop,
Chrome Wheels,
Vogue Tyres, 20K Miles,

2007 SAAB

T&D, Red/Beige,
Auto, 40K Miles

2008 Chevy
Malibu LTZ

9.5 Wagon,
50th Anniversary Edition
Low Miles Cert.

White Leather, Lots of
Chrome, 6,738 Miles

$19,995

$19,995

2007 Lexus
ES350

2004 Cadillac
XLR

$30,995

$32,995

White/Tan, Sunroof,
NAVI, 18K Miles

Auto, Leather
46K Miles

Silver/Black, NAVI,
Chrome Wheels,

$20,995

$20,995

2007 Cadillac
SRX

Black/Black, NAVI,
3rd Row Chrome Wheels,
28K Miles Cert.

$27,995

$33,995

$34,995

$37,995

Goldmist/Beige, Lux II,
Chrome Wheels, 26K Miles
Cert.

$39,995

$39,995

$39,995

727-450-7446

$18,995

2008 Mercedes
Benz E350

NAVI, Dual DVDs, 22”
Wheels, Loaded, Cert.
2 in stock from

Call Mike Hughes

300 C Hemi, NAVI,
Sunroof, Chrome Wheels
44K Miles

2008 Cadillac
CTS

Red, Lux II, Lots of
Chrome, Vogue Tyres, 16K
Miles Cert.

DIMMITT

Silver/Gray, NAVI,
26K Miles Cert.

2005 Chrysler

2008 Cadillac
DTS

2006 Land Rover

Paint Seal, Interior Leather Protection & Carpet

$17,995

2006 Cadillac
CTS

Black/Black, Sunroof,
Leather, 20” Chrome
Wheels, Auto, 27 Miles

FREE Environmental Package
with Pre-Owned Purchase $399 Value!

V-6, White/Beige, NAVI,
Sunroof, Like New

2007 Dodge
Nitro RT

2007 Cadillac
ESV

2009 Cadillac
DTS

2006 Cadillac
STS

Range Rover,
Sport Super Charged,
NAVI, 34K Miles

DI, Sunroof, NAVI,
11K Miles, Cert.

2009 Cadillac
CTS DI

Black/Tan, NAVI, Sunroof,
18K Miles Cert.

$40,995

Sunroof, NAVI,
Loaded

2008 Cadillac
EXT

Black/Tan, NAVI, Sunroof,
22” Wheels, Power Boards,
12K Miles Cert.

$49,995

Certified Pre-Owned Cadillac Advantage:

6-yr./100K MI. Limited Warranty Coverage • Meets Mechanical &
Appearance Cert. Standards • All Applicable Cadillac Ownr Privileges

25191 US 19 North • Clearwater
www.Dimmitt.com
Hours of Operation: M-Th 8:30 AM - 7 PM
Fri 8:30 AM - 6 PM • Sat 9:00 AM - 5 PM
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COMMUNITY NEWS
A Brighter Future
For Young Male

BY: AMANDA
SCHOENBERGER
NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS
BUREAU

ST.
PETERSBURG
Pinellas County School District
reports that eight out of 10
African- American males fail to
graduate. The 5000 Role Models
program explains the rising statistics are related to suspensions
and expulsions, as well as the
growth in weapons and violence
within the community and
schools. Most of these students
get involved in order to feel
accepted by the crowd and the
lack of a positive role model in
their lives.
“My biggest struggle is the
judgments of others,” said
Jacolbi Williams, a junior at
Gibbs High School.
A few years ago Jacolbi
attended Dixie Hollins High
School and found himself caught
up in the wrong crowd, in which
he was put in a situation that
involved disorderly conduct.
Unable to return to Dixie, he
attended Life Skills to catch up
on his credits and to turn things
around. At Life Skills he met
Javontae Wright, the director of
the 5000 Role Models of
Excellence Project designed to
help inspire young males like
Jacolbi succeed.
“When I met Jacolbi I knew
he was the type of kid that would
stick to you,” Wright said.
The program matches young
men who are struggling in
school with mentors who will
meet with them on a regular

basis. It primarily serves
children who are being brought
up without a father or positive
male role model. Over 95
percent of the students who
begin the program and graduate
have no further contact with
violations of student conduct
codes or the law. It helps to boost
their self-image, social skills and
academic performance to show
that there are positive and successful men in the AfricanAmerican community.
“As my mentor, Javontae
has taught me to take responsibility for my actions, to be
humble and respectful,” Jacolbi
said.
The program receives much
support from the community and
schools.
Kimberly
Paine,
Education and Community
Outreach
Coordinator
for
Pinellas County, said a program
like this is a great benefit to
students.
“It provides support and
guidance for minority teen boys
in overcoming obstacles,” Paine
said. “We would like to see it
grow and hope that more
students will have access to it.”
According to Role Models,
the waiting list of applicants is
staggering, along with statistics
showing that black males of the
community are at risk of being
impacted by drugs, AIDS,
promiscuity, the prison system
and violence. For this reason, it
is important to involve as many
students as possible in order to
build back a community and
keep them from becoming part
of a statistic.

“I had a student tell me last
year that every male in his
family over age 20 was either in
prison or had served jail time,”
said Dexter Rogers, a teacher at
St. Petersburg High School.
“The biggest struggle for
minority males is their sense of
belonging to a certain group,
which is why it’s very important
for young males to have
mentors. Many of them don’t
have a male support system at
home and they need to be
accountable
to
someone,”
Rogers said.
The program continues to
grow and will be inducting new
role models in October. It has
also become a diversified project
since last year in order to equip
and connect the young men with
all their surroundings in the real
world. As a member, they will be
able to reshape their lives by
being encouraged to be
proactive, productive, courteous
citizens who can make a difference in their community through
positive actions.
“We believe the entire
community must be involved in
the process of changing the
direction of our youth,” Wright
said. “That’s why our motto is
the African proverb: It takes an
entire village to educate one
child.”

Eta Rho Chapter Is Platinum
Sponsor Of Carter G. Woodson
African-American Museum

BY TOM PACKER
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER

ST. PETERSBURG - Eta
Rho Chapter of Omega Phi
Fraternity Tuesday, Oct. 6,
became the first fraternal organization to present a check for
$1,000.00 to Terri Lipsey Scott,
Executive Board Chair. Eta Rho
has a special relationship with the
Museum do to it being named for
an Omega Man, Brother Dr.
C a rt e r G . Wood son. Dr.
Woodson holds a place of honor
within the Fraternity for his life's
work and contributions to

h u m a n i t y. O m e g a
Psi Phi International,
sponsors p ro g ram s
through out the year to
encourage students to gain
appreciation for AfricanAmerican History. Eta
Rho at the local level will
continue to partner with
the museum in various
educ ation a waren es s an d
fundraising endeavors. The
Brotherhood working with youth
in the community, encourages
them to visit the many Exhibits
presented monthly. To further the
fraternity's relationship with the
museum, Eta Rho Chapter has

From left to right, Mordecai
Walker, Grady Terrell, Terri
Lipsey Scott

adopted it as a special social
action project. The men of Omega
appreciates the historic treasure
and gift to the community that
this museum affords.

Local Woman Appears
On Oprah Winfrey
Chris Rock Movie Trailer
‘Good Hair’ Offended Her

ST. PETERSBURG –
Sophine Burton saw a movie
trailer, “Good Hair” on the
internet. She was excited
because it was a movie starring
Chris Rock, one of her favorite
comedians.
But
after
reviewing the 2:30 minute
trailer, she was upset. So upset
that she emailed the Ophrey
Winfrey show. Ms. Burton did
not know that Oprah’s show
had just completed an
interview with Chris Rock.
Within a week of emailing
her comments she was
contacted by a representative
from the Oprah Winfrey show.
The Researcher told her that
they would be back in touch.
“Then all of a sudden it was a
whirlwind”, said Sophine
Burton.
“On
Wednesday
evening, Oct. 7 they called
back and requested that I
review Oprah’s interview with
Chris Rock on Skype. After
reviewing the interview, we
talked again.” Within two
hours they invited her and her
12-year old son Terrell, to
Chicago. “I could not sleep
that night thinking about the

F O RU M

continued from front page

Others echo the sentiment.
Rouson’s absence at the
Monday forum may have played
a role in the lackluster show of
support from the audience (State
Rep. Darryl Rouson sat in for his
wife, who was attending a board
meeting
elsewhere).
One
audience member noted in the
comment section of the ballot
that it was “disrespectful for candidates not to show up.”
Meanwhile, straw poll
voters picked Vel Thompson
two-to-one over Karl Nurse in
the District 6 competition. Nurse,
who was away in Boston
attending a League of Cities
Family Summit, was represented
by Darden Rice.
Unlike prior Midtown
forums where Nurse was pressed
to speak to his controversial
appointment to a seat long held
by African-Americans, the
audience this Monday focused
more on how Nurse and
Thompson would create more
jobs and increase transitional

millions of people who watch
Oprah’s show”. Thursday
morning I was in touch with
Oprah’s travel representatives.
They booked me a flight
on American Airlines for
Thursday
afternoon.
“It
happened so fast, I did not
have an opportunity to tell
anyone.”
We arrived in Chicago
Thursday evening, it was wet
and cool. A driver met us at the
airport and took us to a
beautiful 4-star Omni hotel in
downtown Chicago. The next
morning we were off early,
taken to Harpo studio. At the
studio myself and several
others were taken to the
makeup room where we
prepared for the show.
I was amazed at the
amount of time I was on air. I
thought I would say a few
words and that would be it. I
was on air a long time. It was a
very exciting trip. A once in a
lifetime experience. But now it
is time to get back to work at
Raymond James.
Good Hair is about black
women and their weaves. In

housing.
Although Nurse is endorsed
by several high-profile African
Americans, Thompson held her
own, taking 67 percent of votes
compared to Nurse’s 33 percent .
A Recap of Straw Poll
Results: District 2 - Steve
Corsetti (Challenger) 83 percent;
Jim Kennedy (Incumbent)
6
11 percent; No Vote
percent. District 4 - Leslie
Curran (Incumbent) 52 percent;
Pamella Settlegoode
(Challenger) 44 percent; No Vote
4 percent. District 5 - Steve
Kornell 57 percent; Angela
Rouson 39 percent; No Vote 4
percent. District 6 - Karl Nurse
(Incumbent) 33 percent; Vel
Thompson (Challenger) 67
percent; No Vote 0 percent.
D i s t r i c t 8 - J e ff D a n n e r
(Incumbent) 24 percent; Leonard
Schmiege (Challenger) 74
percent; No Vote 2 percent.
Who Represented
The Forum was moderated
by Attorney Pye Young, who is
President of the Urban League
Young Professionals and an
officer with the Fred G. Minnis,

Sophine Burton

one scene Chris Rock goes to
India and talks with women
who cut their hair for religious
purposes. He asks, “Have you
ever been attacked for your
hair”. He replied, “If you see a
bunch of black women you
better run”. Ms. Burton
emailed Oprah to let her know
that she thought that the movie
“Good Hair” was perpetuating
stereotypes
and AfricanAmerican women and teens
will experience more problems
in the work place and schools.
She felt as a mentor and cofounder of a girls mentorship
group, Hollywood and specifically Chris Rock had a responsibility to present more
positive images.
Sr. Bar Association. Rules were
read by Attorney Keisha Bell,
while Pastor Clarence Williams
delivered the opening statement
and Gwendolyn Reese served as
timekeeper.
Other organizations whose
officers and members were
present include the St. Petersburg
Black Nurses Association, the
National Council of Negro
Women, The PACT, the Tampa
Bay Chapter of the National
Black MBA Association, the
Center for Community &
Economic Justice, the Nation of
Islam, AAVREC, and the
Midtown Health Council.
What Next
This Saturday’s Mayoral
Forum at the Royal Theater –
hosted by the National Council
of Negro Women and cosponsored by the Agenda 2010
group – is one of the few
remaining chances for Southside
voters to come face-to-face with
the candidates (Meet & Greet at
9 am/Forum promptly from 9:30
to 11 am at the Royal Theater,
1011 22nd Street South).

Let your event be one that’s creative, unforgettable
and that would make your mama proud! Making Mama
Proud a subsidiary of OMJ Planning and Consulting is
committed to making special moments come alive!
Allow Making Mama Proud to lend you that personal
finesse, expertise, and excellence in planning your
event. Spearheaded by President and CEO, Steve
Marshall, OMJ Planning and Consulting was established in honor of his late mother’s memory, Ola Mae
Jenkins, who served as his greatest inspiration.
Total Event Planning & Management
• Corporate or Religious Functions
• Civic, Government and Community Functions
• Parties, Festivals, Conferences, Seminars
Promotional and Production
• Artist Booking
• Artist Management and Contract Negotiation

Steve Marshall
President and CEO
Corporate Training and
Motivational Speaking
• Management and Leadership
• Diversity and Ethics
• Career Development
• Professional Development
• Dealing with Angry Parents

Phone: 727-244-8119 • Fax: 866-390-1262 • Email: manonrise66@yahoo.com
SBE/MBE Certified Hillsborough County School District • MBE Certified OSD State of Florida
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COMMUNITY NEWS
CALENDAR
OF EVENTS

OUT & ABOUT

W/STEVE

Courtesy of

Don’t Be Quiet …
Do Something About It!
Domestic violence touches the lives of people all across
this nation and most of the time leaves a permanent and devastating imprint on women, men, and children of all demographics. October is National Domestic Violence
Awareness Month, and great focus and efforts are being
placed on raising awareness of this wicked evil plaguing so
many.
Domestic violence is defined as a pattern of abusive
behaviors used to establish control and power over an
intimate partner often leading to the threat or use of
violence. Domestic abuse is very serious and some people
may not even be aware they are being subjected to it and
some may be too afraid or may not know how to handle it.
There are many forms of domestic abuse. Verbal abuse
is when your partner says things to you that shame or
ridicule you. For example, “you’re so stupid, fat, ugly
etc…” Emotional, psychological or mental abuse is another
where your partner accuses you of being with others,
isolates you from friends and family or takes your keys and
damages your car.
Financial abuse in my opinion is one that is overlooked
but very prevalent. The partner controls your ability to
access money by forbidding you to work or to have money
unless it is for a specific purpose sometimes even making
you give up your paycheck.
Sexual abuse is when your partner forces you to have
sex or forces you to engage in unwanted sexual practices
many times even withholding sex as a manipulative tool,
and last but certainly not least is physical abuse which needs
no explanation!
There are some warning signs that may lead to domestic
violence. They are jealousy, use of violence, substance
abuse, rigid gender roles, weapons, and family history.
Primarily domestic violence occurs with women being victimized however there are some instances where men are
the victims. In most scenarios, children are the silent
victims of domestic violence and stand the chance of
receiving the most emotional hurt. I never had the experience of witnessing domestic violence in my home however,
I had an experience with domestic violence that changed my
life and I will never forget it.
Some years ago I had the opportunity of supervising a
young lady who was fresh out of college. She was beautiful
both inside and outside and extremely intelligent. She
would often share situations about her baby’s father and his

verbal abuse and accusations of seeing another man. She
stated that he was very degrading at times and had physically abused her several times. She even intimated that he
would make her do things sexually that she felt very inappropriate and demoralizing. After some months of her
horror stories, I advised that they should seek some professional help if they were going to remain in this relationship.
On another occasion, I suggested that maybe she should try
ending this relationship if she wasn’t happy or felt threatened in any way. Repeatedly she told me that she could not
do it and she loved him. She continued to say, “He will get
better, he has problems, it will all work out.” One afternoon
her boyfriend went by the daycare and picked up their
daughter without notifying her. He later telephoned her and
advised he would bring their daughter to her house later that
evening. When she arrived at her home she discovered the
boyfriend had broken into her apartment and was hiding
under her bed. He put a gun in her mouth and shot her to
death and left the baby on the bed, fleeing the scene.
Needless to say, I was devastated. He displayed all of
the signs, and I wished I would have done more. Even
sometimes today, I wonder if I had intervened more, would
she be alive. That incident caused me to play very close
attention to the signs of domestic violence and provide more
intervention. I am certainly not suggested that people
should barge into the business of others. Definitely, leave
the professional counseling to the trained professionals.
However, we should not ignore the signs. There are many
facilities designed to assist those who are victims of
domestic abuse. One of note, in the bay area is CASA
(Community Action Stops Abuse.) This local agency is
headed by Executive Director, Linda Osmundson, a
dynamic lady whom I have had the pleasure of working
with. She and her wonderful staff would be more than
happy to answer any questions of provide information.
If you know or suspect abuse don’t ignore it. You can
call a CASA representative at 727-895-4912 or the national
number at 800-799-7233. Concern may save or effect a life.
Domestic violence awareness must not cease after this
month is over but must be ongoing. People have to stop
being quiet and do something about it. All it takes is a phone
call, pamphlet, or website information. CASA’s website is
www.casa-st.pete.org.
Thank you for reading, and I hope that you have
enjoyed your time OUT&ABOUTW/Steve.

Monday through Friday, Oct. 19 to 23 - A Week Without
Violence, YWCA Tampa Bay, 655 Second Ave. S, 4 to 6
p.m. Join us for a week without violence and to pay tribute
to victims of violent crime. Monday's reception features the
Cabretti Foundations' Lisa Brown, who lost a son to
violence, hear tips from SPPD Crime Prevention Officer
Gabe Lopez, participate in a candlelight vigil and moment
of silence to honor those lost in our community to violence
and sign a community pledge to Stop Violence and
Promote Peace. 727-896-4629 x 32

Thursday, Oct. 22 - The Office of Strategic
Partnerships cordially invites you to attend the 5000 ROLE
MODELS OF EXCELLENCE INDUCTION CEREMONY,
Thursday, Oct. 22, 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. Gibbs High School
Auditorium, 850 34th St. S. St. Petersburg. Please RSVP
by Oct. 12. Javontae Wright, Program Coordinator,
wrightjav@pcsb.org.

Thursday, Oct. 29 - Proposed Jordan Park Projects 1st
REUNION meeting at Wildwood RECREATION CENTER
at 10:00 a.m. The purpose for the meeting is to formed a
solid reunion. Anyone that was born, lived or grew up in the
Jordan Park Projects should attend this very important
meeting. Anybody with any information about the Jordan
Park projects and would like to be a part of this committee.
please don't hesitate to share and volunteer. For more
information, contact Rufus Jabo Lewis at 813-876-9654 or
813-504-9143 or email rml13144@ aol.com.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
ATTORNEY RODERICK O. FORD
• Chapter 7 Bankruptcy $500.00 Plus costs
• Workers’ Compensation (All Job Injuries)
• Employment (Job) Discrimination
• Social Security Disability
• Auto Accidents
St. Petersburg Office (727) 209-0814 • Tampa Office (813) 223-1200
Visit Us On-Line: www.fordlawfirm.org
NAACP Member Former U.S. Army Attorney

If you are 62 years or older, mobility impaired,
or on a limited income
YOU MAY QUALIFY FOR A
RENT SUBSIDIZED APARTMENT
at
540 Second Ave. S., St. Petersburg, FL
Call us at (727) 823-1575
FL Relay TTY 1-800-955-8771

MLF TOWERS

PLACE YOUR AD IN THE

BUSINESS DIRECTORY!
NOW IS THE TIME TO ACT!

Call (727) 896-2922

CLASSIFIED
Pu r su e , O v e rt ake a nd R e cov e r Serv i c es I n c.
“Let us help you Pursue Your Dreams”

Serv ic es :
• Credit Auditing
• Restoration of Civil Rights
and Investigating
• Full Pardons
(CREDIT REPAIR)
• Medical Exemptions for
• 2wk High School Diploma
Convicted Felons

2730 Central Ave. , Suit e A
S t. Pet ers b urg, FL 3371 2

w w w.porservic e s. c om

727-498-8935
941-567-6232
Rachel Speight
r ecover_ all@ yahoo.com CEO/President

H. & S. Swansons' T ool Company

PRECISION MACHINING • TOOLING • ENGINEERING
9000 68th Street North
PINELLAS PARK, FLORIDA 33782
PHONE 727/5413575 FAX# 727/5444745

Mil-Spec Painter – FT 1st shift min 2-5 yrs painting exp. in powder coating,
all conventional applications at aircraft & military quality.
Must have ability to maintain log sheets & processes.
Email resume to human.resources@hsswansons.com, fax to 727-388-0765
or apply to: H & S Swansons’ Tool Co.
9000 68th Street North Pinellas Park, FL 33782. DFW EOE/AA

H E L P WA N T E D - I N D E P E N D E N T A D V E R T I S I N G
REPRESENTATIVES - The Weekly Challenger Newspaper is currently seeking success motivated self-starters with the desire to
grow in the fast paced field of marketing. Candidates requires
excellent organizational skills, must be a team player with a can-do
attitude. Sales representatives are also responsible for developing
sales tools, promotional plans, and media kits, which they use to
help make the sale. Successful sales experience and the ability to
communicate effectively. Courses in marketing, leadership, communication, business, and advertising are helpful. To apply forward
resume by email to generalmanager@theweeklychallenger.com.
For additional information call 727-896-2922. Performance-based
commissions and bonuses. Equal Opportunity Employer.
FOR SALE- DEEP POCKET SHEETS 800 THREAD COUNT
$29.99 (ANY SIZE) CONTACT KAY (813) 516-0447
MYSTERY SHOPPERS EARN UP TO $150 PER DAY.
Undercover shoppers needed to judge retail and dining establishments. No experience required. 877-593-0978

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT RATE
$8.00 for 1-20 words and 50¢ for each additional word over 20.
This price is each time you publish your ad.
Must pay in full prior to run date. Deadline: Monday at 4:00 p.m.
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Gantt
Report
THE

BY LUCIUS GANTT

No matter where you live in the world or
where you are, someone is attempting to order
you around! You can live in a big city, a small
town or a little village, if you were born, you’ve
experienced a bully that only wants you to do
what the bully says do.
When you were a child mama and daddy
told you what to do, in grade school perhaps a
classmate desired to order you around and as an
adult rogue cops are often bullies saying give
me your license, hands behind your head or get
on the ground!
But bullies aren’t so big and bad. Most
“bullies” can talk a good fight but when you put
up your dukes, the average bully will turn into
the coward he is.
Starting today, don’t let the bullies in your
life tell you what to do, what to say or what to
write.
Do what you want to as long as your action
is legal, honorable, equitable, moral and
otherwise righteous. Say what you want to as
long as your words are honest, truthful,
sensitive, compassionate, caring and so forth.
I’m a writer and people oftentimes tell me
what they think I should or shouldn’t write.
Devilish, modern day bullies are always telling
me if I don’t write about what they tell me to, I
won't be around long or that publishers would
refuse to print my report. If I don’t, they say
they will ruin my career, they say they will
damage my reputation or they say they cause
me severe economic hardship.
I tell my bullies the same thing the brave
child tells the play ground bully. When the bully
says “Step across that line I drew in the sand” or
”Knock this chip off that I put on my shoulder”
The kid that’s not afraid of the bully says,
“You make me cross or you make me knock the
chip off”!

I tell folk if you don’t like me to write about
politics or religion or romance or whatever, do
something to stop me. If you think I’m writing
lies, sue me for slander. If you think my words
are arbitrary or malicious, write a letter to the
newspaper editors and call me out.
I ask all of the literary bullies that want to
control reporters and columnists where would
we be if our forefathers and ancestors were
afraid to do the right thing because a bully asked
them to be. Where would we be if Nat Turner,
Denmark Vesey, Harriet Tubman and Frederick
Douglass didn’t stand up and speak out about
the overseers and other slavery day bullies.
Where would we be if Marcus Garvey didn’t
say Race First, if Malcolm X didn’t say By Any
Means Necessary, if Rosa Parks didn’t say I’m
not moving to the back of the bus or if Martin
Luther King Jr. didn’t preach about ending civil
rights abuses and unjust wars like the Vietnam
conflict?
We have to teach our children to be men and
women and not puppets and boot licking
lackeys!
Don’t ever be scared to do the right thing,
say the right thing or write the right words
because God is on your side. Your bully can be
apparently powerful and as big as a tree but
when your bully is a big tree, so to speak, the
truth can be a small axe!
Goliath was a Biblical bully but Goliath
was slain by little old David who discarded all
of the armor and weapons of war given to him
by his supporters and only used a small sling
shot!
The truth and the right will bring any bully
to their knees. Don’t let the modern day devils
bully you around. (BUy Gantt's new book
"Beast Too: Dead Man Writing" or contact
Lucius at www.allworldconsultants.net

COMPANION PLANS

Individual Life Insurance Policies Designed to Cover Final Expenses

LOSING A LOVED ONE CAN MEAN
MORE THAN JUST EMOTIONAL BURDENS
At the time of your death, how will your loved ones
pay for your final expenses and financial obligations?
COMPANION PLANS GUARANTEE:
• Your premium will never increase regardless of
your age or health.
• Your face amount will never decrease regardless
of your age or health.
• Your policy cannot be cancelled because of your age
or health as long as premiums are paid currently.
• Your policy will build cash values should you need
a loan for any reason.
• Life insurance death benefits are paid tax-free to
the beneficiary.

Speak with
JAMES REED
at Senior Life
Services Today!

CALL
813-405-5520

PLEASE
SUPPORT
OUR
ADVERTISERS

“It’s all taken care of”

These were the words that
brought calm to me when my
family member passed away.
She had already taken care
of her funeral and burial
expenses three years ago.
We just placed one call to
McRae Funeral Home and
found out that not only was
the funeral paid for – it was
at prices that were in effect
at the time she made the
arrangements. What a
savings – What a peace of
mind.

So that your funeral is fully funded and won’t be a financial burden
on your family, contact McRae Funeral Home today and discuss
how you can guarantee the future price at today’s cost.

McRae Funeral Home
1940 Martin Luther King Jr. Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33705
(727) 895-6005

YOU DON’T
HAVE TO
BE A HERO
TO BE A

HERO

New Recycling Goal
For Florida
BY KERRY LOUISE
SCHOFIELD
NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS
BUREAU

ST. PETERSBURG - Fran
Br u n o d r i v e s h e r 2 0 0 4
Hy u n d a i S o n a t a t o t h e
recycling site in Midtown. It
is stuffed with empty plastic
bottles with no lids that once
contained milk, soap and
soda. A secretary at James B.
Sanderlin Elementary School,
Bruno used to take plastics to
the drop-off site almost daily
in 2008 as part of the school’s
recycling program. This year
she stopped.
“I just got tired of my car
smelling and things leaking,”
Bruno said. “It was just too
much for me.”
Bruno wants to recycle
but thinks Florida lacks the
services and facilities. In June
2008, Florida Governor
Charlie Crist signed The
Energy, Climate Change and
Economic Security Act of
2008, which seeks to achieve
a new statewide recycling
goal of 75 percent by 2020.
The new recycling goal is the
highest of any state in the U.S.
The Florida Department
of Environmental Protection
(DEP) is charged with develop i n g a c o m p r e h e n s i v e
program to achieve the goal.
Final recommendations will
be presented to the Florida
Legislature by Jan. 1, 2010.
According to the 36-page
draft prepared by the DEP,
meeting the goal will require
an effective combination of
po l i c i e s , p r o g r a m s a n d
funding. In 2006, the U.S.
Environmental Protection
Ag e n c y s e t a n a t i o n a l
recycling goal of 38 percent.
The 2007 recycling rate in
Florida was 28 percent, the
national average.
“We feel that the new goal
can be achieved, but only if all
our major funding and policy
recommendations are implemented,” said Ron Henricks
of the DEP. “There are some
communities here in the U.S.
and in other nations who have
an even more audacious goal
of zero waste.”
Henricks said that many
approaches can be taken to
reach or even surpass the goal.
He said local governments
have indicated their willingness to help but cannot bear
all the costs involved with
funding various recycling
programs.
The draft would impose
two new funding sources—a
landfill disposal charge of $1
per ton and a 10 cent per bottle
beverage container deposit.
The landfill disposal charge
alone could generate $21
million annually. The bottle
bill would conserve resources
used to make bottles and
reduce waste.
“It would be surprising if
the Legislature accepted all of
our recommendations whole
cloth with no changes,”
Henricks said.
The draft would
implement a Pay As You
Throw (PAYT) program. A
PAYT program would lower
the cost of waste collection for
residents by giving them a
financial incentive to recycle
more and waste less. PAYT
would also help local governments to quickly increase

their residential recycling
rates. It would also set up a
RecycleBank program for
residents through a private
organization. In a
RecycleBank system, a
resident could be awarded
discount coupons for goods
and services with local
vendors in exchange for
recycling more and throwing
out less.

A Pinellas County Study
of Waste Composition in 2007
showed that 75 percent of
municipal solid waste (MSW)
is burned or buried in dumps
and could be recycled.
The draft would also
mandate commercial
recycling. Construction and
demolition debris, paper, and
yard trash are three of the
largest groups in MSW. The
commercial sector generates
66 percent of waste and
recycles only 30 percent. The
residential sector generates 34
percent of waste and recycles
27 percent. The recommendations conclude that both rates
must be increased substantially to meet the goal.
Some additional components of the draft, which are
critical to achieving the goal,
include organics recycling,
product stewardship and
market development for recyclable materials.
“A game-changer in my
opinion is organics
recycling,” said Andy
Fairbanks of Pinellas County
U t i l i t i e s S o l i d Wa s t e
Operations. “The organics
portion of the waste stream
that can be biodegraded is an
enormous piece of the pie.”
Fairbanks
said
that
organic waste accounts for 10
to 20 percent of garbage
generated in the state. Organic
waste is food and food
packaging, yard debris,
composted waste and things
like wet paper towels. Organic
waste is collected separately
from the mainstream garbage
and once it is removed, the dry
waste is easier to sort. He said
that Florida has a lot of
organic material. “It seems
like there would be a readily
available market for compost
but that connection hasn’t

been made yet, so the issue
needs to be addressed,”
Fairbanks said.
The draft would also
extend the role and responsibility to producers for
disposal of goods. Companies
would be responsible for the
entire life cycle of their
products including product
packaging. Product stewardship programs, like the system
for rechargeable batteries
enacted in 1993, create incentives to design products and
packaging that is less toxic,
less bulky and much lighter as
well as more recyclable.
These programs shift production costs to producers and
consumers by adding an “ecofee” at the point of sale.
“All of these things are
connected and if we don’t
have a consistent, coherent
policy, then it’s really cumbersome to try to achieve some of
these objectives,” Fairbanks
said.
Fa i r b a n k s s a i d t h a t
building a recycling infrastructure will cost a significant amount of money but will
also create economic opportunities for blighted areas and
for the state of Florida. “I
really feel like the more
attention this gets, the better
chance it has of being a good
program as opposed to some
goal we will never achieve,”
Fairbanks said.
Zachary Anderson mans
the St. Petersburg Recycling
and Brush Site at 2500 26th
Ave. S. Anderson, 58, has
been a city employee for 28
years and sees firsthand what
people are recycling.
People bring the usual
cans, plastic, glass, paper and
metals to the site, but
Anderson also sees furniture,
pallets, lumber, building
materials and dead animals,
which are not permitted. The
site is a bustling drive-through
of sorts where tall mounds of
brush, ready to use mulch,
metal containers and plastic
bins sit.
“A lot of people take
advantage of the site. It’s constantly busy and is open seven
days a week,” Anderson said.
Anderson gives away free
firewood for barbecues and
fireplaces. The Boy Scouts
and Eckerd College regularly
pick up wood by the truckload
for events and big bonfires.
The last public hearing for
Florida’s new 75 percent
recycling goal will be held
Nov. 5 in Tallahassee. For
more information, visit the
Florida DEP’s Web site at
http://www.dep.state.fl.us/.

BLACK HISTORY

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2009

7

“Celebrating Our History Is An Everyday Thing”

ENTERTAINMENT

Deacon Jones

T.I. Wins BET Awards From
Prison; Kanye A No-Show

Source: Wikipedia Free Library

David D. "Deacon" Jones
(born December 9, 1938 in
Eatonville, Florida) is a former
American football defensive
end in the National Football
League for the Los Angeles
Rams, San Diego Chargers,
and the Washington Redskins.
He was inducted into the Pro
Football Hall of Fame in 1980.
Jones specialized in quarterback sacks, a term attributed
t o h im. N ickname d the
"Secretary of Defense", Jones
is considered one of the
greatest defensive players ever.
The Los Angeles Times called
Jones, "Most Valuable Ram of
All Time," and former Rams
head coach George Allen
called him the "Greatest
Defensive End of Modern
Football.”
Jones' college football
career consisted of a year at
South Carolina State
University in 1958, followed
by a year of inactivity in 1959
an d a f inal s ea son a t
Mississippi Vocational College
(since renamed Mississippi
Valley State University) in
1960.
S outh Car olin a S ta te
revoked Jones' scholarship
after they learned that he was a
part of a sit-in during the civil
rights movement. However,
one of the assistant football
coaches at South Carolina
State was leaving to coach at
Mississippi Vocational and told
Jones and some of the other

black players that he could get
them scholarships at the new
school. While he was playing
at Mississippi Vocational, he
and his black teammates had to
sleep in cots in the opposing
team's gym because motels
wouldn’t take them on
numerous occasions.
Jones was drafted in the
fourteenth round of the 1961
NFL Draft by the Los Angeles
Rams. He then earned a
starting role as a defensive end
and teamed with tackle Merlin
Olsen to give Los Angeles a
perennial All-Pro left side of
the defensive line. He became
a part of the Fearsome
Foursome defensive line of the
Rams (along with Lamar
Lundy, Rosey Grier, and
Olsen), which is now considered one of the best lines of all
time.
Jones won consensus AllPro honors five straight years
from 1965 through 1969 and
was second Team All-Pro in
1964, 1970, and 1972. He was
also in seven straight Pro
Bowls, from 1964 to 1970, and
was selected to an eighth after
the 1972 season with the San
Diego Chargers. He was voted
the
team's
Outstanding
Defensive Lineman by the Los
Angeles Rams Alumni in 1962,
64, 65, and 66. In 1971 Jones
suffered a severely sprained
arch, which caused him to miss
four starts and he ended the
season with 4 sacks, his careerlow to that point.
In 1972, Jones was
included in a multi-player trade
with the San Diego Chargers
where he was an instant
success. He was named San
Diego's defensive captain and
led all Chargers' defensive
linemen in tackles and won a
berth on the AFC Pro Bowl
squad. He concluded his career
with the Washington Redskins
in 1974. Along the way Jones
was named the Associated
Press NFL Defensive Player of
the Week four times: Week 14,
1967; Week 12, 1968; Week
11, 1969; and Week 10, 1970.

An extremely durable
player, Jones missed only six
gam es o f a p o s s i b l e 1 9 6
regular-season encounters in
hi s 1 4 Nat i o n al F o o t b al l
League seasons.
Jones was considered by
many to revolutionize the
position of defensive end.
Jones was noted for coining the
“sack.” What separated Jones
from every other defensive end
was his blinding speed and his
ability to make tackles from
sideline to sideline, which was
unheard of in his time.
Pro
Football
Weekly
reported he accumulated 173
sacks over his career, which
would be third on the all-time
sack list.
In 1967, Jones claims that
he amassed 26 sacks in only 14
games, which (if official)
would be the single season
record. The term "sack" had
not yet been coined at the time,
and official sack statistics were
not recorded by the NFL until
1982. Then in 1968 he claims
he had 24 sacks in 14 games,
yet again more than the current
NFL record. The sum total of
these two seasons would give
him 50 sacks in two seasons far
more than anyone else has
achieved.
Annual Sack Totals
1961-8, 1962-12, 1963-6,
1964-22, 1965-19, 1966-18,
1967-21, 1968-22, 1969-15,
1970-12, 1971-4, 1972-6,
1973-5, 1974-3
He was elected to the Pro
Football Hall of Fame in his
first year of eligibility in 1980,
and was named to the NFL's
75th Anniversary All-Time
Team in 1994.In 1999, he was
ranked number 13 on The
Sporting News' list of the 100
Greatest Football Players, the
highest-ranked player to have
played for the Rams franchise,
the highest-ranked defensive
end, and the second-ranked
defensive lineman behind Bob
Lilly. The same year, he was
named by Sports Illustrated as
the "Defensive End of the
Century"
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THE LEGENDARY 1590 AM WRXB

ALL GOSPEL, ALL THE TIME

Lock your dials to 1590 AM for Anointed Music 24/7…
For your listening pleasure, you can expect to hear a
wide selection of good Gospel music from quartets to
choirs, contemporary and inspirational.

LISTEN UP DAILY TO WRXB 1590 ANOINTED MUSIC
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Rapper T.I.

BY JONATHAN LANDRUM JR.

ATLANTA (AP) - T.I. didn't
need to attend the BET Hip-Hop
Awards to win two trophies on
Saturday.
The rapper, who is locked up
in an Arkansas penitentiary on a
federal weapons conviction, won
the best collaboration award with
Rhianna for the song “Live Your
Life” and the album of the year
award for “Paper Trail.” His
fiancee Tameka “Tiny” Cottle
accepted his awards at the

ceremony in Atlanta and read a
letter by the rapper, who began
serving a yearlong sentence in
late May.
“Although I'm not there with
you all, I'm there in spirit,”Cottle
quoted the rapper as writing.
“My road to redemption is
almost over. Thanks for the
support.”
Jay-Z was honored as the
“MVP of the Year,” while Drake
took home “Rookie of the Year,”
and Ice Cube received the “I Am
Hip-Hop” icon award.
Ice Cube said he was
humbled by the award, and he
believes his career as filmmaker
could earn him more honors in
the future. He helped launch the
gangsta rap genre with the group
NWA, and he starred in
“Barbershop” and “Friday,”
which he also co-wrote.
“When you get recognized
by your peers for a life of work,
you got to be humbled,” the rap

veteran said. “I'm honored by
this. I have 20 more years of
work left in me. I hope (BET) is
ready to give out two of these
awards.”
Rapper
Busta
Rhymes
presented the award for “DJ of
the Year” to DJ AM, the celebrity
spinner who died of an accidental
drug overdose in August.
Kanye West, meanwhile,
couldn't hijack the stage, because
the rapper was a no-show. West
had been expected to attend the
fourth annual awards show. He
fell under scrutiny for interrupting Taylor Swift's awardwinning moment at last month's
MTV Video Music Awards.
Jay-Z took the stage with
Young Jeezy to perform ``Real as
It Gets'' and rap group Goodie
Mob performed its 1995 song
“Cell Therapy.”
The award show will air on
Oct. 27.

Soul Train Awards Return
After 2-year Hiatus

Taraji P. Henson

ATLANTA (AP) - The Soul
Train Awards plan to return to
the air after a two-year hiatus to
recognize those who helped
shape R&B music.
Record executive Antonio
“L.A.” Reid, singers Kenny
“Babyface” Edmonds, Chaka
Khan and Charlie Wilson will be
honored on the two-hour music
special to be taped in Atlanta.
The awards are scheduled to

air Nov. 29 on Centric a new
channel jointly operated by the
BET and MTV Networks
divisions of Viacom.
Actors Taraji P. Henson and
Terrence Howard will co-host
the awards first started by Don
Cornelius, the creator of the syndicated music show “Soul
Train.”
The last awards show was
held in 2007 in California.
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
NBA Fines Both
Arenas, Team $25K

BUCS
CORNER
Winless Buccaneers
Searching For Answers

BY FRED GOODALL

Raheem Morris

TAMPA (AP) - Rookie coach
Raheem Morris insists he's
holding up well under the
weight of Tampa Bay's worst
start in 13 years.
The Buccaneers are 0-5 for
the first time since losing their
first five games under then-head
coaching neophyte Tony Dungy
in 1996.
They've dropped nine in a
row dating to an 0-4 December
that cost the team a playoff berth
last season, the club's longest
skid since losing the last eight
games of 1987 and the season
opener the following year.
“I'm going to smile in the
face of adversity because I know
what we're doing,” Morris said
Monday, reflecting on a 33-14
loss to Philadelphia that left the
Bucs among four winless teams
in the NFL.
“I got all confidence in the
world we know what we're

doing. I got confidence in my
owner. I got confidence in my
management. I got confidence in
my coaches. I got confidence in
my players, and the ones I have
to get better, I will, and I'll
tolerate them until I can replace
them. Period.”
Morris spent much of the
opening month of the season,
emphasizing the encouraging
aspects of the team's play during
loss to the Dallas Cowboys,
Buffalo Bills, New York Giants
and Washington Redskins.
Watching the offense sputter
and the defense yield two more
long touchdown passes to the
Eagles left him in a less
congenial mood.
Second-year
quarterback
Josh Johnson was victimized by
several dropped passes and
breakdowns in the Tampa Bay
secondary
contributed
to
Philadelphia rookie Jeremy
Maclin scoring on receptions of
51 and 40 yards.
In five games, the Bucs have
given up nine plays of 40 or
more yards seven for touchdowns. They allowed 10 plays
of 40-plus yards all of last
season.
“The bottom line is we had
too many missed opportunities
by too many of our good players
and we're just not getting it done
right now,” Morris said, adding
that that applies to players on
defense, as well as offense.
“Players that are supposed to

make plays have to make them.
... We have to stop giving up the
big play, and it can't be about the
same guy giving up the big play
every time. Realistically when
you're a corner or you're a safety
and they throw deep balls at you,
that's your opportunity to make a
play for your team and you have
to stand up and make those
plays.”
Morris was particularly
critical of receiver Michael
Clayton, who had two key drops
after suggesting last week that
he needed more opportunities to
help the team.
Since catching five passes
for 93 yards in the season opener
against Dallas, Clayton has five
receptions for 55 yards the past
four games.
“You have to be accountable. Be careful what you ask
for, be careful what you wish
for,” said Morris, who also took
a shot at the offensive line,
which struggled to protect
Johnson and did open many
holes for the running game.
Cadillac Williams rushed for
eight yards on 10 carries.
Johnson was 26 of 50 passing
for 240 yards and two touchdowns on Kellen Winslow in his
second pro start, but also threw
three interceptions and was
sacked three times.
“Cadillac made some plays
on his own. It would have been
the same result if no one else had
been out there. They need to

hear that,” Morris said, adding
he was going to make the same
point to the team.
“We need to give the young
man some help,” Williams said
of the absence of a consistent
rushing attack since the Bucs
rushed for 174 yards in Week 1
against the Cowboys. “At the
same time, if you're not successful, it's hard to stay committed to
it.”
One thing Morris is not contemplating
heading
into
Sunday's home game against
Carolina (1-4) is another quarterback change.
First-round draft pick Josh
Freeman is considered the key to
the team's future, however
Morris reiterated he's not going
to rush the 21-year-old's development.
“This is Josh Johnson's
football team right now,” the
coach said. “He did make strides
yeasterday. He played hard, he
played fast and he played
fearless, sometimes a little too
fearless.”
Eagles coach Andy Reid
also liked what he saw of
Johnson, who was a fifth-round
draft pick in 2008.
“He's a smart kid. We were
putting a lot of pressure on him,
and he hung in there and he
threw it to the right spots the
majority of the time,” Reid said.
“Things will work out well for
him.”

UP NEXT FOR THE BUCS:

The Bucs (0-5) will host the Carolina Panthers (1-3) Sunday Oct. 18 at 1:00 p.m.

Jets' Ryan Angry, Humbled By
Defense's Showing In Loss At Miami

NEW YORK (AP) - Rex
Ryan returned to the New York
Jets' facility early Tuesday
morning and never went home.
The coach was too angry
about how his defense his pride
and joy allowed the Miami
Dolphins to pull out a victory
Monday night.
“It absolutely was a
humbling experience,” Ryan
said of the Jets' 31-27 loss at
Miami.
Ryan's defense had given up
three touchdowns in the first
four games, but it allowed three
in the fourth quarter against the
Dolphins and blew three leads in
the second half.
“I mean, that's our time to go
for the jugular, and we just never
responded,” Ryan said. “On
defense, it's like, I'm mad, still.
That's unacceptable.”
Miami did it with lots of
Wildcat trickery, especially on
the game's last drive when four
Rex Ryan

players took snaps and kept New
York off balance. Dolphins
running back Ronnie Brown
capped the 13-play drive when
he took the snap and scored the
winning touchdown on a 2-yard
keeper with 6 seconds
remaining.
“I've been down that road
before where you don't play
great on D, and we've always
responded,” Ryan said. “This is
a different group of guys, and
I've got confidence in this group,
and there's one way: When I'm
backed in a corner, I'm going to
come out swinging, and that's
what I'm looking forward to.”
Ryan and the Jets (3-2) won't
have to wait long with a short
week to prepare for a home
game against the Buffalo Bills
(1-4).
“This is a must win for us,
and I think we have to respond,”
Ryan said. “I think playing at
home in front of our fans is
going to be huge for us, but from
an organizational standpoint,
our entire organization, this
week has got to be huge.”
That's because the Jets'
defense, No. 1 in the league just
a few weeks ago, has fallen to
ninth overall and appeared
alarmingly vulnerable Monday
especially against the run.
“We were riding high,” Jets

safety Kerry Rhodes said after
the game. “We thought we were
one of the best defenses in the
league, and we are. But not on
the field (Monday), so we have
to get back to work and get it
done.”
The Jets gave up 151
rushing yards to the Dolphins
after allowing 153 in a loss to
the New Orleans Saints last
week and 127 in a victory over
the Tennessee Titans the
previous week.
“Normally it's a thing when
somebody runs the ball, we're
able to smash it, but the last three
weeks, we haven't performed that
way,” Ryan said.
Making
things
worse,
Dolphins second-year quarterback Chad Henne was able to
throw consistently, finishing 20
of 26 for 241 yards and two
touchdowns in the best passing
performance by a Jets opponent
this season.
“The thing I never really
knew and never really gave
enough credit to was Henne,”
Ryan said. “He made some great
throws. He was on fire, and he
made some big third-down calls
as well, where all we had to do
was make one play and we end
up winning that game.”
The Dolphins faced a thirdand-5 on the winning drive, and

Henne found Greg Camarillo on
a 14-yard pass. Three plays later
on third-and-10, the two
connected again for 12 yards.
“We had a chance to make a
play and get off the field, and we
didn't,” Jets defensive end
Shaun Ellis said.
Even
star
cornerback
Darrelle Revis wasn't without
fault. After shutting down the
likes of Andre Johnson, Randy
Moss and Marques Colston,
Revis was beat by Dolphins
wide receiver Ted Ginn Jr. on a
53-yard pass from Henne just a
few minutes after the Jets had
taken a 20-17 lead.
Ryan also second-guessed
leaving two timeouts on the
board and not giving his offense
an opportunity to put a final
drive together.
“I would've handled it differently,” he said. “I really was
shocked by that. I just assumed
we'd stop them.”
The Dolphins proved Ryan
wrong.
“We're embarrassed by the
way we played,” Ryan said,
“and I know we truly won't get it
back until we play Miami
again.”
The Jets have another shot at
the Dolphins in three weeks at
the Meadowlands.

Gilbert Arenas

WASHINGTON (AP) The NBA is making Gilbert
Arenas and the Washington
Wizards pay for his silence.
Arenas and his team were
fined $25,000 apiece Tuesday
by the league because he has
not been talking to the media
during the preseason, including
before and after exhibition
games.
The three-time All-Star
point guard became one of the
NBA's most popular players
thanks in part to his engaging
personality and a willingness
to speak his mind, including
via a wide-ranging blog.
But he stopped producing
the blog and steadfastly has
been refusing to do interviews
since the Wizards held their
official media day Sept. 28.
Asked by a reporter last week
when he'd begin speaking
again, Arenas said it would
happen only after the NBA
tells him he has to talk.
It was at that media day
that Arenas signaled his

intention to keep quiet,
declaring, “I'm not the entertainer anymore.”
“I don't feel like speaking
anymore. I just want to go out
there and play,” he said that
day. “If I'm not going to get
fined, I don't think you're
going to hear me again. I don't
have a blog. I don't have a
tweeter. When I was entertaining, all you guys focused on
was my words. Now I'd rather
you just focus on my basketball.”
Team spokesman Scott
Hall said Tuesday that neither
Arenas nor the Wizards would
have any comment on the
fines. The Wizards were in
Grand Rapids, Mich., to play
an exhibition game against the
Detroit Pistons Tuesday night.
Arenas is returning after
playing a total of only 15
games during the past two
seasons following three operations on his left knee over one
years. The last surgery came in
September 2008, and later that
month, Arenas ducked out of
Washington's
media
day
without talking drawing fines
of $15,000 each for him and
his team.
Arenas is entering the
second season of an $111
million, six-year contract.
His health is considered
key to the Wizards' turning
things around after a 19-63
season in 2008-09.

Iowa’s Chaney
Done For Season

IOWA CITY, Iowa (AP) Iowa wide receiver/kick returner
Paul Chaney Jr. will miss the
rest of the season after injuring
an anterior cruciate ligament in
his knee.
Chaney suffered the injury
during the 11th-ranked Hawkeyes'
30-28 win over Michigan last
Saturday.
Iowa coach Kirk Ferentz
didn't specify which knee

Chaney injured or the extent of
the injury, except to say
Tuesday it will be a “clean
repair.” Chaney was Iowa's top
punt and kick returner,
averaging 20.1 yards on eight
kickoff returns. He has seven
catches for 50 yards this
season.
Iowa plays at Wisconsin
Saturday.

Jaguars Offer
Apologies After Loss

BY MARK LONG

JACKSONVILLE (AP)
The Jacksonville Jaguars have
more apologies than answers.
Receiver Mike SimsWalker and linebacker Quentin
Groves apologized for off-thefield issues that took place
before Sunday's 41-0 debacle
at Seattle. Some of their
teammates did the same for
what happened on the field.
The Jaguars (2-3) had

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13

seven three-and-out possessions, two fumbles and a failed
fourth-down conversion on
their final 10 drives. They were
equally inept on defense,
allowing nearly 400 yards and
getting
torched
in
the
secondary for the fourth time
in five games.
It was the most lopsided
loss in coach Jack Del Rio's
seven seasons, making for a
long trip home from the West
Coast.

NCAA Football
AP Top 25

Florida (50) ........5-0
Alabama (10)......6-0
Texas ..................5-0
Virginia Tech ......5-1
Boise State..........5-0
USC....................4-1
Ohio State...........5-1
Cincinnati ...........5-0
Miami (FL).........4-1
LSU ....................5-1
Iowa....................6-0
TCU....................5-0
Oregon................5-1

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Penn State...........5-1
Nebraska.............4-1
Oklahoma State ..4-1
Kansas ................5-0
Brigham Young ..5-1
Georgia Tech ......5-1
Oklahoma ...........3-2
South Florida......5-0
South Carolina....5-1
Houston ..............4-1
Utah....................4-1
Notre Dame ........4-1
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NATIONAL NEWS

Florida Students Maintain
Progress On National Math
Assessment

More Than
$21.7M Granted To
New Orleans Schools

Fourth grade minority students and students with disabilities
surpass national averages

TA L L A H A S S E E –
According to results released
to d a y by the Na tional
Assessment of Educational
Progress (NAEP), Florida’s
fourth and eighth grade
students have maintained longterm academic gains in math
achievement. The results
indicate that since 2003,
Florida’s fourth and eighth
grade students have increased
their overall math scores by
eight points each compared to
a five point gain for the
nation’s fourth-graders and six
points for eighth-graders. The
results also show that Florida’s
fourth grade minority students
and students with disabilities
continue to outpace their
national counterparts.
“Our teachers and students
have worked hard to maintain
the tremendous academic
progress our state has achieved
over the last decade and
although there is still much
work to be done, these results
show that their efforts are
paying off,” said Education
Commissioner Dr. Eric J.
Sm i t h . “I ’ m par tic ularly
excited to see such strong performance in our minority
students and students with disabilities, who continue to score
well above national averages.”
2003 marks the first year in
which every state in the nation

MEN

continued from front page

Response: Lift up the holy
light of Christ and let it shine
with love, joy, peace and
kindness.
Leader: In our world, we
see hopelessness, addictions
and violence against women
and children.
Response: Lift up the
saving light of Jesus Christ and
let it shine. The light of hope,
health, wholeness, security and
safety.
Leader: In our world, we
s e e t h e s car s of rac ism,
classism, sexism, tribalism and
xenophobia.
Together: Lift up the holy
light of Christ and let it shine
for the Triune GOD, who made
us one family and one people to
dwell on the earth together. Lift
up the light and let it shine.
According to Rev. Kenneth
F. Irby, pastor of Turner Chapel,
A.M.E. Church in Palmetto,
and the 11th. Episcopal District
Coordinator for the SOA,
which includes the entire state
of Florida and the Bahamas,
“The purpose SOA ministry is
to develop, impact and support
African-American
Christian
men in meaningful and positive
ways. Our simple goals in
summary are two develop
Christian male leaders and to
mentor and model Christian
manhood
for
our
little
brothers.”
The Son’s of Allen have a
very unique charge in its
mission for such a time as this
given that they are required to

participated in NAEP and
serves as the most accurate
benchmark for determining
long-term performance trends.
Highlights of Florida’s 2009
NAEP math results include:
Fourth grade students
maintained the previous year’s
average math score of 242.
This is three points higher than
the national average of 239 and
represents an eight point
increase for the state since
2003.
The percentage of Florida
fourth-graders performing at or
above Basic is greater than the
national average for every
student group tested in the
state. Scoring at or above Basic
on NAEP is comparable to
scoring at or above
Achievement Level 3 on the
Math Florida Comprehensive
Assessment Test (FCAT).
The percentage of Florida
eighth-graders performing at
or above Basic is equal to or
greater than the national
average for every student
group tested in the state.
Since 2003, Florida’s
African-American fourthgraders have narrowed the
math achievement gap with
white students by 6 points,
compared to minimal reductions by the nation.
Since 2003, Florida’s
African-American
eighth-

graders have narrowed the
math achievement gap with
white students by 12 points,
compared to the nation’s three
point narrowing.
Fourth grade students with
disabilities increased their
average math score to 230 this
year, a seven point increase
since 2007 and a 16 point
increase since 2003. This
year’s average score is 10
points above the national
average of 220.
Known as the "nation's
report card," the NAEP is a
congressionally mandated
p ro j ect o v ers een b y t h e
National Center for Education
Statistics to continuously
monitor the knowledge, skills
and performance of the
nation's children and youth.
Since 1969, NAEP has
measured and reported on the
knowledge and abilities of
America's fourth, eighth and
12th grade students, providing
data about students' performance in a variety of subject
areas at national, regional and
state levels.
Fo r m o re i n fo rm at i o n
reg ard i n g F l o ri d a's 2 0 0 9
NAEP math performance, visit
www.nationsreportcard.gov.
For charts depicting Florida's
NAEP math results, visit
http://www.fldoe.org/asp/naep
/naep2009math.asp.

reach across denominational
line to build ecumenical
alliances outside of the local
A.M.E. Church.
Rev. Irby who presented the
Bishop Young with an original
water color paining created by
Bradenton.
artist,
Arthur
Dillard, entitled “In Their
Footsteps”
with including
images Frederick Douglass,
Martin Luther King, Malcolm
X, Shirley Chisholm, Thurgood
Marshall depicted as pioneering figures who has left footprints in the sands of time for
President Barack Obama to
follow.
Rev. Irby described Bishop
Young in part as a Hero and
quoted the late Arthur Ashe
who said. “True heroism is
remarkably sober, very undramatic. It is not the urge to
surpass all at whatever cost, but
the urge to serve others at
whatever cost.”
The excitement in the
church was inspiration as men
young and mature served in all
function of the program, there
were brother every with a mind
for reclaiming our inheritance,
which we have to take back
from the enemy in the streets.
On this night all of the program
participants were men. Men in
the choir stand. Men on the
door positions as ushers, men
praying, men reading scripture,
men lining hymns and giving
loving and men praising God.
Worship leader for the
evening, Rev. R.C. Stallworth.
Mount Moriah, Tarpon Springs,
masterfully moved the program
along as the congregation antic-

ipated the high preaching time
of the evening.
Rev. James V. Williams,
pastor of Moores Chapel in St.
Petersburg. A son of the
parsonage and heir introduced
the five honorees: Reverend Joe
L. Gay, Sr. who retired this conference; Reverend Ronald
Fortune; Reverend Verdell
Fayson; Presiding Elder Henry
E. Green, Jr. who is the
presiding Elder of the Tampa
district and the Connectional
SOA President and Reverend
James T. Golden, who drew
double duty as an honoree and
the preach for the evening.
Rev. Golden, pastor of
Ward Temple, Bradenton. is
the West Coast Conference
Coordinator and a candidate for
13th District Congressional
seat.
Given the daunting task of
summarizing the great inheritance of spirit and influence and
responsibility Rev. Golden illuminated by preaching and
teaching from the topic, “A
School for Fools,” using the
Gospel According to St. Luke
Luke, Chapter 24: 13-16 &
25-27. Rev. Golden challenged
the brothers build a positive
inheritance worth leaving to
someone. He said that “in the
school for fools there is one
book and its-the Bible; and one
teacher, his name is Jesus.”
The goal of the SOA is to
leave no Brother behind,
building an inheritance via an
Emmaus Road experience:
going two by two to make a difference in the world.

NEW ORLEANS (NNPA) The
Federal
Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA)
and the Louisiana Recovery
Authority
(LRA)
have
announced an additional $21.7
million for schools throughout
the New Orleans area, including
funding for Edward Hynes
Elementary and Holy Cross
schools.
“These additional grants
will help two educational establishments in this city by
providing the necessary dollars
to support their recovery plans,”
said
FEMA’s
Louisiana
Transitional Recovery Office
Acting Director Tony Russell.
“By continuing to provide
public assistance funding for the
restoration of learning facilities
throughout this city, students
will have greater opportunities
at every level to reach their true
potential.”
For Edward Hynes
Elementary School, FEMA has
recently provided $18.7 million

to the Orleans Parish School
Board to fund the extra costs
necessary to support the
replacements of three Hynes
buildings – the main school
building, as well as buildings
No. 4 and No. 6. This supplemental funding resulted from
scope of work realignments,
after comprehensive follow-up
inspections estimated damages
to be more than 50 percent of
the costs necessary to replace
the facility. Per FEMA policy,
when damages surpass this
threshold, funding is provided
as a replacement project instead
of a repair project.
Also resulting from scope of
work realignments, Holy Cross
has been awarded an additional
$3 million supplemental grant
to support the replacement of its
gymnasium. This grant brings
the total provided to Holy Cross
School to more than $8.1
million. The new recreational
facility will be built at Holy
Cross’ post-Katrina site in

Gentilly.
“Education is a non-negotiable element in our children’s
future and the future of our
state; therefore, rebuilding New
Orleans’ educational infrastructure is essential to our overall
recovery. FEMA’s assistance
will help make this possible,”
LRA Executive Director Paul
Rainwater said.
When FEMA approves
projects through its supplemental Public Assistance grant, the
funds are transferred to a federal
Smartlink account. Once the
fu n d s h a v e r e a c h e d t h i s
account, the applicant can
request reimbursement from the
Governor’s Office of Homeland
S e c u r i t y a n d E m e rg e n c y
Preparedness (GOHSEP) for
eligible work completed.
Obligated funds may change
over time, as the project
worksheet is a living grant that
is often adjusted as bids come in
and scope of work is aligned.

Police Killing Of
Unarmed Man In Church
Sparks Protest Rally
BY CURTIS JOHNSON
NNPA GUEST
CONTRIBUTOR

ROCKFORD (NNPA) When asked what brought him
to the Kingdom Authority
Church in Rockford, Illinois
Oct. 3, Bernard Clay only had
one word: "Injustice."
He added, “It’s that simple,”
said Clay.
The Chicago native made
the two-hour trip to participate
in the NAACP “Justice for All”
Rally, which called for federal
standards for police use of force
and an independent investigation into a police shooting of an
unarmed man at the church. The
event was in conjunction with
the NAACP’s “I Am Human”
campaign, which encourages
human rights for all Americans
and was in coalition with
Rainbow Push, Amnesty
International, among others.
The rally stemmed from the
August shooting of Mark
Barmore in the basement of the
Kingdom Authority Church.
Ac c o r d i n g t o w i t n e s s e s ,
Officers Oda Poole and Stan
North pursued Barmore, who
was wanted for questioning by
police regarding a domestic
dispute, into the church. After
emerging from a storage room
with his hands up and head
down, officers shot the 23 year
old man twice in the neck and
three times in the back, as preschool children looked on.
The rally called for national
standards for police use of
force, an independent investigation into the Barmore case, a
civilian review board with
subpoena power and counseling
for the children who witnessed

the shooting. Many of the
children are now experiencing
symptoms of posttraumatic
stress syndrome but have yet to
receive any help.
Details surrounding the
shooting have disturbed many
leaders in the Rockford
community who believe the
officers’ use of deadly violence
was excessive. The police
officers involved have a record
of shooting unarmed men.
Officer Poole killed an elderly
black man outside a retail store
a few years ago whom he stated
had a weapon. No weapon was
found but the killing was ruled
justifiable.
“When it gets bad enough
where someone can run into a
church, a place of safety and
sanctuary, and be killed in front
of children and teachers, we
need our senators, our mayors,
and our governors in each state
to take a look at what is going
on in the police departments,
and start dealing with it,” said
Apostle Melvin Brown of
Kingdom Authority, whose wife
and daughter witnessed the
shooting.
The rally attracted a diverse
crowd of several hundred black
and white Rockford and
statewide residents. Actor Nate
Parker, most notably of the
movie “The Great Debaters,”
cited his own background as
reasons for his support at the
rally.
“ I ’ m n o d i ff e r e n t t h a n
Barmore. I’m from Norfolk,
Virginia – this could have been
me,” said Parker. “We have to
do something now.”
According to Department of
Justice
figures,
national
incidents of police use of
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violence and deadly force have
increased since the late 1990s.
NAACP President and CEO
Jealous
Todd
Benjamin
addressed the rally calling for
federally mandated law enforcement standards, community
involvement,
and
unity.
Currently each state and local
jurisdiction can set its own
standards for use of force,
training and accountability.
“Every generation has its
own dragon to slay”, said
Jealous. “The ‘tough on crime’
mindset that empowers an individual to stand in this church – a
daycare center, no less – and
shoot an unarmed man is what
fuels that dragon.”
Jealous also explained the
significance of the Barmore
case in NAACP’s “I Am
Human” campaign.
“We want the police to
know that they are human too,”
said Jealous. “We are all human,
and we must treat each other
like human beings.”
Arriving in Rockford after
attending the funeral of Derrion
Albert, a 16 year-old beaten to
death by peers in Chicago,
Jealous’ message to “stop the
funerals” was met with cheers
while listeners waved NAACP
signs bearing the same message.
As residents anxiously await
justice in the Barmore case,
Jealous expressed hope for the
city of Rockford.
"I know there are better
days ahead for Rockford,” said
Jealous. “I know there are better
days ahead for this country, and
the way we get there is the
same. We come together, we
commit to a better day for our
children, and we keep coming
together until we win.”

10

CHURCH DIRECTORY

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 15, 2009

955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

Email: mzpmbc@gte.net
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School ........................................................9:00 a.m.
Prayer Service (Wed).............................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wed) ..................................................6:30 p.m.

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Queen Street

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Church Of God In Christ

3200 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-1373

1732 9th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Early Morning Worship ................................................7:30 a.m.

(727) 896-4356

Sunday School ................................................................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .........................................................11:00 a.m.

Elder A.P. Conage, Pastor

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting ................7:00 p.m.
Rev. Norris L.
Martin Sr. - Pastor

Friday Prayer Meeting ................................................11:00 a.m.

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

11:00 A.M. - Morning Service

3001 18th Avenue South • Saint Petersburg, Florida 33712
Phone: (727) 327-9904 • Fax: (727) 322-0409
Church School - 9:30 A.M. • Morning Worship - 11:00 A.M.
Wednesday Night Prayer Meeting & Bible Study - 7:00 P.M.
Worship Service Every Thursday Night after the First Sunday, at 7:00 P.M.

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services . . . .8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) . . . . . . . .4:00 p.m.
“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr., Senior Pastor

Elder Benjamin
Adams, Jr.,
Senior Pastor

Theme: “Movers of the Christ Purpose”
Edifying the Church; Evangelizing the Community (Acts 1:4-8)

MORNING WORSHIP 11:00 a.m.

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

YOUR CHURCH CAN
BE LISTED HERE

Call Today 727-896-2922

New Pleasant Grove Baptist Church
1210 Union Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 823-2545

Church address: 1002 Palmetto Street, Clearwater, FL 33755
Mailing address: P.O. Box 1235, Clearwater, FL 33755
Church Phone: (727) 443-1861 • Fax: (727) 443-0431
Email: sjpbc@tampabay.rr.com
Radio dial: 1340 AM 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Radio internet: tantalk 1340.com

Scheduled Services:
Church School..................................................8:00 a.m.
Early Morning ..................................................9:30 a.m.
Wed. Mid-week Family Night Bible Study .....7:00 p.m.

Victory Christian Center Church

New Mt. Olive Primitive Baptist Church

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Sain t John Primitive Baptist Church

7:00 P.M. - Wednesday Bible Study

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

Rev. Wallace Elliott Sr. - Pastor

9:00 A.M. - Tuesday Prayer

9:30 A.M. - Sunday School

“Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church”

Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

10th Street Church Of God
207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

(727) 898-9407

Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.

ORDER OF SERVICE
Sunday School ..........................9:30 AM
Sunday Worship Service .......11:00 AM
Bible Study Wednesday ...........7:00 PM

Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 p.m.

Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 p.m.

Rev. Jerry B.
Alexander Jr.
Pastor

Mission Statement

Reaching The Lost And Teaching The Saved

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
Luke 14:23 and Psalm 119:33,34

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

Sunday School....................................9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday General Worship ......................................11:00 a.m.
Communion .......................................................First Sunday
Sunday New Member Orientation..........................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting .................7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study.......................7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study ............7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday Tutoring ............................6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Mission Statement
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God returning to God’s
Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His love among one another.

First Baptist Institutional
Church
3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL
Phone: 323-7518

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

REV. WAYNE G.
THOMPSON, PASTOR

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

United for Christ

Freewill Baptist Church

4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 Phone: (727) 321-7375
“Returning God’s People to the Word of God”

Pastor Clark
Hazley, Sr.

Rev. Prentiss John Davis, Minister
& Veronica Davis

8:00 A.M. - Sunday Service

Pastor Minister Tyrone Ford
and 1st Lady Kadell Ford

5315 28th Avenue South
Gulfport, Florida
727-744-3589

Wednesday Night Bible Study ........................7:00 pm
Bible Study Location: 5004 Tangerine Ave. So., Gulfport

Sunday School ............................................... 9:30 am
Sunday Worship Service ...............................11:00 am
(1st thru 4th Sundays)

Living, Teaching and Preaching the True Gospel
of Jesus Christ, to Save Lost Souls. Come join in with us.

New Covenant Holiness Church
1625 6th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL
727-821-3561
Pastor’s 8th Anniversary Service
“A Willing Example” 1 Peter 5:1-4
Sunday Services are at 4 pm • Wed. & Fri. Services are at 7 pm
Friday, Oct. 9 ..............Souls Harvest - Pastor Anderson
Sunday, Oct. 11...........Word of Life - Pastor Hodge (Services @ Word of Life)
Wednesday, Oct 14.....Bible Truth & Deliverance - Pastor Garrett
Friday, Oct. 16 ............Power for Living - Pastor Burden, New Congregation - Pastor Mills
Sunday, Oct. 18...........St. Matthews - Pastor Swackerd; Corner Stone - Pastor James
Truth Faith & Deliverance - Pastor Holt
Wednesday, Oct. 21 ....Shiloh FBH - Pastor Buck; Holy Ghost COG - Pastor Seaberry
Mt. Calvary - Pastor Peak
Pastor
Friday, Oct. 23 ............Genesis - Pastor Culbreth; Kingdom Harvest - Pastor Dancil
Kenneth
D.
Sunday, Oct. 25...........ANIVERSARY SERVICE - 11 am Min. Kevin Jackson (Speaker)
Jackson
4 pm - Emanuel - Pastor Davis; Mt. Pilgrim - Pastor Hazley
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THE ROCK

ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
Schedule of Services

Van service is available by calling:
(727) 327-0015

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Monday thru Thursday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Brian K. Brown

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

Friendship

2800 26th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-867-5287 • Fax: 727-906-9808

3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

Sunday .............7:45 A.M. and 10:45 A.M. Worship
Sunday School..............................................9:30 A.M.
Monday Morning Meditation WRXB.....6:45 A.M.
Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 P.M. Prayer and Bible Study
Thursday...........................7 P.M. Youth Enrichment

A Discipleship Making Community

Sunday Worship Services . . . . . . . . . . . .10:00 a.m.
Sunday Children Church . . . . . . . . . . . . .10:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8:50 a.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:30 p.m.
Senior Fellowship (2nd Wednesday) . . . .12:30 p.m.

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

“Serving and Saving
“Helping and
Healing”

“Inspiring and
Instructing”
“Praying and
Praising”

Rev. I. James Mitchell,
Senior Pastor

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Missionary Baptist Church

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

McCabe United Methodist Church

Sunday Worship Service.........10:00 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.
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Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006
Bro. Rober t Sm ith

Sunday Morning Worship .................................7:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Bible Class.............................9:20 a.m.
Sunday Morning Second Worship..................10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ...............................7:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Morning Bible Class ....................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.

Sunday

Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday

SERVICES

Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11:30 a.m.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.
Morning Prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.
Prayer Service – 7:30 p.m.

Bible Study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church

Bet h e l Me t r o p o l i t an B ap tis t
Church “God’s House in the City”
under the leadership of our soldier of
the cross, and drum major for justice,
Dr Rickey L. Houston, extend an invitation to the community to join us as we
communicate Gods’ Word at 10:00 a.m.
worship service Sunday, Sunday
School at 9:00 a.m. and Bible Study
and Teen Summit Wednesday evening,
at 7:00. We also encourage the
community to make use of our Prayer
Line. (727-321-9645)
Bethel Metropolitan Missionary
Baptist Church is committed to a
Christ-centered, People-centered,
Team-centered and Bible-based

ministry; with priorities focused on
Love, Forgiveness, Unity, Peace and
Growth. We celebrate in worship, we
care for one another, we cultivate the
fullest spiritual life possible both individually and corporately; and we communicate God’s truth at every opportunity. Living out these priorities results
in a kaleidoscope of ministries at
Bethel Metropolitan for all ages and
interests.
The Scholarship Ministry along
with St. Petersburg College (CROP)
Program will host a College Fair for
high school students and adults who
wish to enter and return to college for a
degree. The fair will be held on

Saturday, Oct. 17, from 9:00 a.m. 12:00 p.m. The event is FREE and open
to the public. There will representatives
from various colleges and universities
to speak with you on graduation and
admission requirements, financial aid,
dual enrollment, etc.
The Youth Ministry will again
present a Christian alternative event for
Halloween. Harvest Fest will be
observed Saturday, Oct. 31, 4:00 – 7:00
p.m. Join us for an afternoon of FUN,
FOOD and GAMES.
Seeking Wisdom from the
Almighty Divine in 2009
Proverbs 3:13, 9:10-11 James 1:5.

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church

“One Lord, One Faith, One
Baptism, One Church”
Church leaders should be reflections of God’s truth. To be a church
leader “overseer” is a heavy responsibility because the church belongs to the
living God. Church leaders should not
be elected because they are popular, nor
should they be allowed to push their
way to the top. Instead, they should be
chosen by the church because of their
respect for the truth, both in what they
believe and how they live. Church
leaders should be faithful to family
responsibilities. Christian workers and
volunteers sometimes make mistakes of
thinking their work is so important that
they are justified in ignoring their
families. Spiritual leadership, however,
must begin at home. If a man is not
wiling to care for, discipline, and teach

his children, he is not qualified to lead
the church. As Pastor/Teacher, God
would not want his servants to allow
our ministries to detract us from our
family responsibilities. Besides all that
a congregation does: not only pray for
their pastor, support their pastor,
moreover they must understand that he
is human. Therefore, he is just as
responsible to God for his spiritual
family as his biological family. There
are times in ministry when the Pastor
needs to spend quality time with his
family. By understanding this concept,
you show deep appreciation to God for
your pastor.
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., God’s
anointed and appointed leader and the
entire Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church Family extends a cordial
welcome to each of you.

Join us for worship services Sunday
at 7:45 and 10:45 a.m.
We are believers in Christ who are
reaching out to the world, preaching
the gospel to the unsaved and teaching
the saved to serve by demonstrating the
love of Christ.
WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
Weekly Meditation on WRXB at
6:45 a.m. Tune in to hear Dr. John A.
Evans, Sr.; Wednesday Noon Day Bible
Study; 6:30 p.m. Intercessory Prayer
7:00 Evening Bible Study
First Wednesday of each month,
join us at 7:00 for Wednesday night
“L.I.V.E.” worship service. (Living in
Victory Everyday)
Please vitis our website at
w w w. f m b c t h e s h i p . o r g / E : M a i l :
fmbc3300@verizon.net Phone: 727906-8300.

New Hope Missionary Baptist Church

“ONE BODY, ONE SPIRIT,
ONE HOPE”
Our Esteemed Pastor, Reverend
Carlos L. Senior and the New Hope
Church family invite you to study and
worship with us whenever our doors
are open. See the ad for times of
worship.
UPCOMING EVENTS

“Wear Pink Sunday at the
Hope”
Breast Cancer Awareness Oct. 18
“Men Who Cook”
Oct. 18
Immediately following Morning
Service. Donation: $10.00
Leadership Conference
Oct. 22 – 24

Annual Session
West Coast Baptist Association
Sanford, Florida
Nov. 4 – 6
“Now he who supplies seed to the
sower and bread for food will also
supply and increase your store of seed
and will enlarge the harvest of your
righteousness.”

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church

St. Mark M. B. Church celebrates
its 78th church anniversary utilizing
the theme: “Building a Covenant
Partnership, Together We Can Do It”.
Celebration services begin
Wednesday, October 14 through
Sunday, October 18 with the culminating activities. Nightly services
begin at 7:00 Wednesday through
Friday night with a church family
picnic Saturday beginning at 11:00
a.m. and culminating at 3:00 p.m. at
Dell Holmes Park. Anniversary Finale
at 4:00 p.m. on Sunday, October 18.
We invite the entire St. Petersburg
community to join us as we give
thanks to the Lord for his covenant
partnership with us.
Events in October
Oct. 14-18 St. Mark M. B. Church
Seventy Eighth Church Anniversary
Theme: “Building a Covenant
Partnership, Together We Can Do It”.
Week Night Services begin at 7:00
p.m
Oct. 14 Guest church St. John M.
B. Church, Rev. Norris Martin, Pastor
Oct. 15 Greater Mt. Zion A.M.E.,

Rev. Clarence Williams, Pastor
Oct . 16 Bet hel Com m uni t y
Baptist Church, Rev. Manuel Sykes,
Pastor
Oct. 17 Church Family Picnic at
Dell Holmes Park
Oct. 18 Church Anniversary
Finale Worship service at 4:00 p.m.
Guest Church First Baptist
Institutional Church, Rev. Wayne
Thompson, Pastor
St. Mark Offers …
Sunday School is held for both
children and adults of all ages. Sunday
School starts each Sunday morning at
9:30. All are invited to come out and
join us.
Baptist Training Union is each
Sunday at 5:00 p.m. Members and the
general public are invited to come out
and study the Bible with us and learn
“What Baptist Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry
Meetings are held every Monday at
6:00 p.m. Children in the community
are welcomed to join us.
Sunday School Teachers’ Meeting
is held every Tuesday at 7:00 p.m.

Senior Hour of Power Bible Study
is held every Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
every Thursday evening at 7:00.
St. Mark After School Tutoring
Ministry: Open to all elementary
school age children ever Tuesday,
Wednesday, and Thursday from 4:30
p.m. to 6:00 p.m. Homework help and
reading tutors available. Will resume
after the start of school.
DESTINATION GRADUATION:
Wednesdays - 6-7:30 p.m. all
Ages: Readi ng Speci al i st ; Fr ee
computer class for children and youth.
In addition, there is tutorial assistance
for Math (Algebra and Geometry) and
Senior Focus for all High School
Seniors (FCAT, ACT/SAT); assistance
with college applications, essay and
financial aid/scholarships.
St. Mark Technology Lab: the St.
Mark Computer Lab will be open and
available for classes for elementary
students Monday (6-8 p.m.), Tuesday
and Thursday (5-6 p.m.) and
Wednesday (5-6 p.m. and 6:30-7:30
p.m.)

Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church

“Impact the World by Equipping
Believers to Reach the Lost with the
Gospel of Jesus Christ.”
WOMEN’S MINISTRY
We are inviting all women of the
community to join us, in Christian fellowship and Bible study, as we learn
the word of GOD. We will explore
topics that are relevant to our family,
community and our own unique, hectic
lifestyles. The Women’s Ministry
meets the 4th Tuesday of each month,
at our Youth Chapel Fellowship Hall,
from 6:30-8:00 pm
C.A.R.E., Choosing Addiction

Recovery Efforts
C.A.R.E. is a faith based support
group for substance abuse. It merges
practical wisdom, with effective ways
to master the traditional 12-step
program, which also acknowledges the
Lord Jesus Christ as the first and
foremost highest power. Meetings are
held every Tuesday evening at 6 p.m. at
1906 at 9th Avenue South. The third
Tuesday of each month is earmarked to
assist young adults (16-25) on their
personal road to recovery. FMI call
Rev. Keith or Jewel Murphy 894-2595
BIBLE STUDY

Everyone is welcome, as we learn
the word of God, during our evening
Bible Study. Rejoice in our evening
Prayer Meeting from 6-6:30 p.m.,
followed by our dynamic Bible Study
6:30-7:30 every Wednesday evening.
MID-WEEK DEVOTION
The community is invited to join us
for Mid-Week Devotion held every
Wednesday, from Noon to 12:30, in the
main sanctuary.
Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary
Baptist Church is located at 955 20th
St. S.; Phone: 727-894-4311.

Church News
due by 4:00 p.m. on
Monday of each week.
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