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Complete 
Approx.l500 words 

�>tron Iss nr rtootn �t 

Prop9:red tor Ua& in Public Sohoola 

b7 the 

1'ampa,llor1da 
Oot. 20, 19!7 

11'oderal Writore• ProSect, o·r the florka Progreaa 4-dminlatratliln 

Dy Ja.lo111 A. rrost 

1 a.n1n' t tell iloth1n' • bout alo.vor7· t1moa 'oept. what I. hou.rod 

to lks talk alH)U t. I was too yoUng to rernembor rnuoh, but l rooolloak 

._ne!n' my· gran' m r;eilioc de oows �J.nd do do wus�in'. · Gran 'pa '.tun old, 
I 

an' do,v let hiar do 11gh t wuk, · moa' 11 t18h· an' hunt. 

I don't �ombor nothin' 'bout my own dadd7. Ho diod whon I 

was u ix.li:'3• My stopf.u.ther was �tet�hon And ora on, o.n' m1 mumm.j'' s 
' 

name was Dorcas. Ho oomo f'm Va.jin.ny, but rn.v rr11JDUDY b\Jrned an' 

raieed 1n Wilmington. fly Mme wn.s Jeroophi.ne Andoraon • foro I mtc.r-- . 

rilld ��·1111a · Jonos. I bad two halt-·brothora 70\inger' n mo, John Eenry 
..... 

an' ad, .an' a ho.l��aietah, Hlaio. De ho;s hnd to mln' de oalvos an' 

llheeps, o.n' Elaio nuaaed dct rdeaua' babf. I dono de oooktn'. moa'lr, 
I 

o.n' ho'pod ctr1 mamaa1 apin. 

I Wf18 on•r tiva )'O�lr' old uhen 'dar brang rnO to onndot"son, in 

Bakor Courit7,. Fl\>r�da.. ,ll1 •teptathGr wont t•, wu'k ter B turJ)OnU. ne 

. man . ��kin' bu.r'la, an' he WQk nt dat job tell he dro.p doad in 6o 

culmp. 1 rookon ho mu.a'a had hoart disease. 

l don't reoollook aver aao1n' my rJr.lmm.Y weur shoea. �:van in 

do w1ntor aho go bu.:rofoot, Wl1 I rogkon' oold didn't hu.rt hor toot 

no mo'n hor hnn's tln' f:1oo. We Gll wore droaaee mudo o' hotMJ-
' 

apun.iho throu.d wo.s apu.n an' d& ol.,'>th wove �ight in 0\41:' :,wn ho:ao. 

My :r1001my an' gru.n' 'Tiummy an' :no dnn43 lt in spar o t 1mo. . 



J. ,\. J'roat Pugo .:.. . 

ttapu, tlorida 

My we441D' 4reaa wu.a bluo--''blu.e f.er tru.a. ·• 1 thought i-t was 

do prettiest· d�e�a 1 e-rah soo.. ro. wus mrried. in do ·o;)•t-ho••· an' 
. ' . . 

Una' folka �wm day• git married 

b7 lo.1in' o. broora Oz:l 4e flo' an• Jumpin' OYtlh bit. Dat ·aeula de 

m !ll"rlap,e. �' at de 11nmo t 1me, brln�a • Gm 'J()Od 1 uot. 

Y�seJ broome keeps ha'nta o.wo,. 'fhen mean folks d.ies, do old 

d�.tbbil aometillol don't·want 'e� clown clare 1r:t de 6ad plnoe, an• he 

mok witohaa out o·:r 'em, an' eond 'e'll baok. One thing 'bout 11t tchoa, 

· <Spy go tto. oot1nt ev' .vtlllng 'foro doy u' n git 'aroat it. You. pu.t u. 
I • 

br�.')om 'orost·1ar do' ut llight, un' ol' witoh got� oo&lnt ev'; etra• 

in dat, brooa ·�ore she kit1 o<JDe in. 

aomo folka jest .il,'!J.oh' ly kin aee hu' nta bet. tor' n ot,huha. :i:oer,s.' 

my. gal �in. 1 rookOll ,1«a.t uo 'oat1ee sho bo 'n bor nod wid n Yoil--1ou 

kn·.i'W, U uuul, somp' ll what be OVuh BOrllO t>abioa' facos wt�Gll dey bO 

t,ornocl. lol�s' borne4 wid 'rJ. ao.u.l kin aee aperrlta, u.n' tell tlhut 

gwino huppe.n • tote h.i t o ·:nao true. 

UaetGr worr1 1'eeol a right smart. sae1n' sporrita uu1 an' night. 

Jdy huaban' &a1 he gwino aure h�r, so h9 ttlk.e D. grtLln o' oorn o.n' pu. t  

h'1 t. 
in � bottlo in Toon7' e bodroom o-rah night. Den ho plont hl t in 

dn yuhd, an' drlY plent7 ._talu�s -rou.n' do pl�: oe; u.n' tfhen hit be gr�Jw1n' 

�:>�, hB .J'Hlt lotlt'-rr.nld ro11n' do at.ui'lr, nn'· Wflta'h hit 8T'1 lio.y, an• 

t�ll u9 don'l nobody tooh dnt st�lk o' oorn. Hit ru1ae thro9 hig 

youra, o.n' "''en doy l)o �ood roo.at1n' yoara.· ho p1ok 'ora art on' oool-r 
• e'lt �oo4 an' tnll �roonJ OIJ.t ,v•1 ��:rain l)rf' n ul.l ·throe Ot>he. !fe 

wutQh 'er whilo she done it, o.n' sho ain't neT' ne'n worrit nn mo'. 

�rho soeu 'em jes' do StllllG, bt1t doy doll't uothab r�wr none. 



J. ,\. ll'roP t 
'.t'umpo, �,l,l. 

t-'ut�t time l evuh knowod o. h11' nt to oOI'!lo into Ollr (\U.Ilrtor a wo.s 

w' on I wus Joe' blg o.mugh to go aut tc' purt1ea. Do g�...me w' o.t wo 

usetar pla3 r.aoe' won ''epln do plnt.o." l?.t''Y. tlmo I think o' dnt i.ltlJDo 

1 t g1mmo do sh1Yfn�s. Ono t fmn dnre was a strango JOUt&g m�n oome 

8a1<l h� nome Rfohard Groen, an' ha be'n 
� ' 

tak!n' koer o• 4o hoasea ter o. r1oh m!lll w'nt gwlne b1l1 a 'pla.nto.­

ti<m 1n dG.t oou.nty. He look Ill 1ncln altolr !lll' drosaed-up--eorta 

di!'nt :t'm do roa', u.n' all do ((ala 'gin to oos' ah'lep's eyes ut 

'l1n, o.n' .hopo no gwino uhooao de&n w' en de3 atllht play in• t!:.l.-n•�s. 

l)rc-ttt.Y ooon doy '<Jin plo.,yln' ''spin de r>lBto," un' h1t c:ome IIJ1 

tu.' n tuB t thing. I a pin ht t Wl'. ou.ll out "Mlis t.uh Groen:·· Ho Jurnvs 

to do middle o' ·de ::1ng tD grab do ·plo.te o..n' "!!B&,! ·�-.!bout fo' guns 

go ott all to wn11t, M' Mis tab Green full . to do tl o' plum duld, 

shot thoo de hold. 

•.rore wa know.ed who dono it, de ahe.ritf o.n' aome mo' men Jwap 

jump down f'm de loft. whero doy bo hid1o' an' 'toll ua quit holler1n' 

an' don't be aoalrt. 
' • J 

Dis ann be a bad despetr--•;ou kr&ow. onG o • deut 

outlawa, w'at 'kills toltra. Ho aomo kind of a fore1goor, nr.�·,, joe• 

tryin' mek b'liovo ha u n1r,ga.h. 8'>1� dey don't fin' '1m. 

, Well. ·we didn't toel lak. 'J)lU11n' no mo' P:'lmoa; nn' t' ovYcr ntter 

dat you oouldn't glt no mo' nl�gaha to pass dat house alqno nttor 

dark. ' Dey said do pluoo was hn'nted, ru1' ·or yo\l look thoo do wlnllor 

any dark night, ,ou o'd see u man in dol'e ap1nn1n' de pluto. 

1 sho' didn't nevah look 1n, 'cnuse l done aoen mo' hB'nta 

fl'roudy da.n I eYah wants "t' uee ug' in. Ono night I we go1n' ' ' my 

grt.mnJ'• bou.oo. Hit wua jea' ooinin' dark, uu' w'ou 1 got to do arlolt . 
.. . 

lln' staht • orost on ao t. ot-log. dore on do oUBh ond o' dut log· 

YaH a nnn wid hie hu1d ont nf.f un' 1a�1n' plum oYu.h oa his ehoulduh. 



·.iio look at rue, kinda p.ititu.l, on' d.on't say u. Wt.Lcl; but 1 oloaoly 
nov' wait to a.ee w' "t • o gwina tulk o.bout.. I PLU"• flew ouok ho1aa, 

' 
an' wu.s ao ao.air.t 1 oouldn' t toll dG folk a w' ut do mu.ttoh toll l 

set down to �1 t mi b;-et. - . ' 

'Nothah ·time, not ao long ago� w'nu l liTo down in Gury, 1 he 

wnlkin' doWn 4a railroad traok eoon in d• .muwn�n' an' 'tore I knowed 

it. doro waa a wh1 te flnn •allr,in1 'long _aide o'. JIG• 1 Joe' thought hJ. t 

som(J-bod.y, but 'I wnn't .aure, .. .. , I tu'n of.t at do f'uat etroot !Ln• g1t 

'tillY - f' m dt'9 ro. ne ntl�' mawni n • I bCI! �tl 1 n • t r> wu k do ��ome t 1 mD. lU t 

kin do. fo,.,gy an' dnr¥, so I ne�llh enen nobody te11 I !lligh t �: nitrh ·run 

into die enme mo.n, nn' darn htt ��ooa, 'bout 1-!a.lf a P.ter �hoa.d ol mn, 

h1 � t.wo h:i.n' e rost in' on hi a hna-h!.n •, lnk die. 

I wu� so oluaa-up to 'm ! o' d see '1m jea '· eft .plaln es l aoo yaa. • 

He h11d fini�O.hllulle dt.i.t long, all olN\n un' polished; he was tall, o;1' 

lJud on a. aoroy ha.t, a.n' stylish, bluck olone; w'.(ul I vulk. slow, he sl)\V 

d:�wn. an' w'.fln I stop, he stop, no·�sh onoe lo0k1n' 'round •.. jJy foate 

:11ek a noise qn do u1 n .. i aha, tw 1x • de ·ru.i l �, but ho don' t malo ·a· 1.11 te 

o' Wliao. Un� do fu.st thing got tno 3Cil1rt, but · 1 f'1ggah 1 bettnh . 

fin' out for .su.re ef.:to'n ho h·:' a sper.rit: .. so ·r say,· goOd an' loud: 

''Loo�.oe-hore, tnlatnh, I jes' £m ol ' oullud �oman, 'but 1 knowa DtJ 

pla.co, r.J:' I w1aht you woul.dn'.t wali� wid ulo, 'ooun.ta w'u.t :tolJra 

gwine t '  suy. " 

H�. nevnh loo� 'ro�nd, no mo' n if I wun' t. doro, o.n' 1 out CDJ eyoa 
' 

'roumi to do s1da .to 'soe it dor· ao'J'iOb·;,dJ I kin h�lltJr to for .hol:p. 

W' on 1 look buok he gonei gontt, luk dot. 'thout n'lQ.ltin' o. eo:und • . Den 

1 knowed he bo a ha'nt; o.n' do nox'.da7, w'on .I tell aomo•>OdJ 'b·Jut, 

it, dey say ho be de gernmenwJat·Jrnt klll� nt de orrH!Iln'�a_spoll · 

\ 
buck, an' otho.h · tol�a ha� sf:len '·itn, jcs la.k I di<l. P�y �ny �ley kt n 



hoar babioa oryin' at d e  trestle right near dere, an• ain't nobody 

yit .ovah t ound •om. 

Da.t ain't de onl1oot ha'nt I ovah seen, no suh. Ono day I go 

out to de smoke•houao t• git a meso o• tater a. Hit bo ntter oundown, 

but still J;retty �i6)lt, an• w•en I gite clore, de do' bo unlocked an• 
.. 

a big mnn ato.ndin' halt inside. •What you doin '. at enlin ' our tatora?• 

I hollers ut '1m, an' l'owl He gone, Jes• lak dat. l>id I gi t bnok t• -

dnt houoe? \';e miB}l.ty glo.d t• eat gri ta an 1 cornbread dat night. 

w•en we livin' at Titusville, I oee � ol' mamm7 oomin' up de 
; 

road J�o• ez plain ez lif'o. I otan• on de po1oh, tixin ' t• run an• 

moot •er, w•en all ot a sudden she be gone, jea• lak dat. I 'gin t• 

cry nn' toll de tolka I ain't nsvah swine aee my IDfU!UI\Y 'gain. An' abo' 

•nutt, I novo.h did. nhe d ie at sanderson, bnok in Weat Florida, •rare 

I git t• see •ar. ' 

Does I b'liove in witohea? O•a•a-y, I knowe mot 'bout 'em dan jea' 

•b•liove•-·I be'n !!4 by one ot •om, Yea, ouh, right in dia yere house. 

You ain't nev• bo'n rid by a witch? '�ell, you ini{Jhty lucky. Dey come ' . I 
• 

in de night, ginerly aoon attor you clrap ott t• sleep. Dey put a 

bridle on yo' ha1d, an 1 a b1 t in yo' mouf, an' a 'll&ddle on yo • back. . ' . ' 

Den dey take ott dey akin an' hang hit up on de wall. I.> en dey gi t C)n 

yuh a.n' Bome nighta c1oy lak t• ride yuh to death. You try to holler. 

but you enint, •oounta de iron bit in yo' mouf, an' you teel lak 

oomobody holdin' yuh down. Den dey ride yuh back hom an• inta yo• 

baid. w•en you hit do baid you Jump, ant grab de k1vers, an •  do witoh 

bo gone, lak dati but you know you be'n rid miahty bard, •oause you all 

wet rtid sweat, an' you feel plum tired out. 

Some folks any you joat dreamin•, •oounta de blood stop oiro1lat1nt 



in yo• book. :Jhu
.
o�a& ney e.in' t nevoh bo'n rid by n wi toh, e r  dey 

ain't aayin' dat.· 

Ol' witch dootah, he wont ton dollahs ter a pieoe o' at�ing, 

what he eay eOD,te kind o' charm words ovah. Tells me t' mek a imaee 

o' dat ol' w�toh outa dough, an' tie dat atrtng ro�' hit neoka den 

w•en I bake hit in de oven, hit ewell up an' de DBB1• etrins ehet 

off hor bret. I didn't have no ten.dollah, ao he eay ette n I e1t up 

!1' dollah he mek mo " "hand"--you know, what oul lud.t"olko OBlla a ·  

•,Ju.nk." llllt bt, n oharm wha.t will lree\1 c1o 'Witohea ""'-.y• Y�aaauh, J 
1\ IIUWd hOW t t IIIAk t Hlllt ltU \ d OY '1Uil t t. tlO riO I�OOd I tllOU \ c1 0 flll'(ti 0 WUt1U t 

em' I don• t know dem. You tek a li'l- p1noh o• driod anako ek1n an • 

o01110 r�ruvoy"rd dirt, a.n' aomo rod llOl,PGr a.n • a look o• ;yo• hn1r 

on •om and wrop •em up in red tl"nnel an• eew hit i nter a ball 'bout 

dat bis. Don you hans hit undah yo• righ\ armpit, an• ev•y weok, you 

g1vo 1&1t a drinl< o• wh1•key, t• keep hit •trons an• pow•tul. 

Dat keep do witohea t•m ridin' )'Uhl but nary one o• doae oharme 

wuk wid 'dia ol' witch. I got ·a prit-tee good idee \'d1o eho ie, on• ohe 

�ot a 4hanl pow•tullor dan bote de-. Jlut aha oain • t ult oro• ' tli\Xeoe41 

not toll el)e o ount eT'Y aee d • .  You don• t b'lieTo dat? Huhl I reokon 

I knowa--I done tried 1 t out. I e1 te me a 11•1 bq o• pure tre•h 

tlaxaeeda an' I •prinklo hit all roim• do baidJ den I put eome 

'puntop de mattreae, unnder 4e Sheet. Den I soea �· baid an• aleepe 

lak ·a baby, an' dat ol• witoh don• t bothah me no mo•. 

on•y oncot. noon'• I wake up, I light a lamp an• look on de flo• 

a.n• dero, aide o• my bnid wan my dross, lt\)fin' right ovnh• da.t flaxeoed, 

oo•a she o•d walk ovah on <.\e dreBA1 big oz life. r onatoh up de dre138 



Nl' them hit on do bo141 llen I eot t• aleep, M' I ai n't ntyrW bo•n 

both.uh no mo•. 

uoma folk11 react do Hi'blo baolc'llr<t• t • koop witohoa t•m r1d1n' 

• om, l1ut dat don't do me no tr.oOct, •oAuan 1 Ollint rftad. nut tlrucruted 

wuk ao goo<l I don't bell atudyin' n1�lt-r1c11n' witahoa no rno' • 
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