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_THE ALASKAN CAVER

Vaolume 8 Number 2 April — June 1984

Chulitna River Cave



CALENDAR OF EVENTS

August 9 Chitistone Expedition planning meeting. Meetings are held
in room 312 of Grant Hall, Ak Pacific University at 7:30 pa.

August 190 First Chitistone Expedition group leaves. €£all Rich Hall
(ITTZI-2090} for information.

August 17 Second Chitistone Expedition group leaves. Call Rich Hall
(ZZZ-2090) for information.

August 24 Third Chitistone Expedition group leaves. Call FRich Hall

(ZE3-2090) for information.
September | Fourth Chitistone Expedition group leaves. Call Rich Hall
(3332090} for information.

Sep/0Oct/Nav Glacier Grotto meeting. Meetings are held in room 3I12 of
Grant Hall, Alaska Pacific University at 7:30 pm. but do not
meet on a reqularly scheduled date. Call Jay Rockwell for

infa (277-7150).

The Alaskan_Caver is a periodic publication of the Glacier 6rotto of the

National Speleoclogical Society. Subscriptions are free to members.
Memberchip dues are %S5 per annum {(add $3 for oversees members wishing
airmail instead of surface mail’. Dues can be sent to Sydney Jenkins at

P.0. Baox 84-2917, Anchorage, AK 993501. Copyright 1984 by Glacier Grotto.
Material not copyrighted by individuals or other groups may be copied by
cther NSS publications provided credit is given to the Alaskan_ Caver and a
copy of such publication is sent to the editor.

SROTTO OFFICERS

President Julius Rockwell (9C713277-7130 H (Anchorage)
V. President James R. Nicholls (9073479-2149 H (Fairbanks)
Secretary Curvin B. Metzler (0733332997 H (Anchorage)
Treasurer Sydney F. Jenkins (P073274—-1004 H (Anchorage)
Editor Richard A. Hall {907) 3352090 H (Ancharage}

The Chulitna River Cave

The purpose of this essay is to document our second expedition to find and
explore the Chulitna River Cave. The Ffirst expedition was unsuccessful.
the second expedition, however, was successful im  locating the cave. The
rnotes from our expedition may be helpful in the future.

The members of this second team were: Dr. Jay Rockwell, Curvin Metzler,
arnd myself, Doen Williams. We left Anchorage with one goal, to locate,

explore, and document the Chulitna River Cave.

At exactly 7:38 am, we left Dr. Rockwell s home on a crisp Saturday
marning. The mileage meter was at 758 miles. While driving north towards
Wasilla, we discussed the possible locations on the map. We decided to
explore a section of the map ten miles further than our first trip.

At 10:40 am, we arrived at the Chulitna River lLodge. According ta the
mileage indicator, we had traveled about one hundred sixty miles. We had
a cup of coffee and inquired sbhout the cave. The lodge owner was very

kind and gave us a tip on where he thought the cave might be.



We left the lodge and drove another two miles morth on  the BGeorges Parks
Highway where we stopped, secured the car, and began our adventure. We
headed magnetic west into thick woods. It was now noon.

The trees and shrubs were still wet from the dew. It wasn®*t long befaore 1
was wet up to my knees. The sun was peeking out of the clouds and 1t

remained sunny the rest of the day.

Along the way we recorded many observations. Wer noted that the dense
woods opened from time to time into plush marsh bogs. The golden bogs,
alive with a fresh smell, were very hard to cross. At some points the

earth was unstable and would roll under every step.

e encountered many small animals along the way, as well as many varieties

af bBirds. The marsh seemed a perfect home for many animals. lie observed
fresh moose tracks across the bogs. The moose would comb the edge of the
bog for food. Mo observation was as surprising as when we stopped for

lunch at 2223 pm. Across the bog, about {forty vyards south, was a full
grown wolf. It was watching us from a small cluster of wood stumps. It
seemed surprised to see us. It crouched low, with bushy grey ears aimed
towards us as Curvin scrambled to take a picture. Its nose pointed up to
test the wind. As we stood up, the wolf darted off into the dense bhirch
trees. We continued onward.

He reached the Chulitna River bank and named the rest stop "Point
Actiievemaent". After making a few wrong turns up and down the river bank,
we found the cave which had eluded us. The cave was smaller than I had
hoped. But I was wvery excited to find the cave even if it wasn™t very
large.

We determined the distance of the cave to be about two miles east, and one

third of a mile south from the highway marker. The cave saddled about
fifty Ffeet high on a slope on the east bank, overlooking the river. UWe
reached the cave about 3130 pm. I was surprised that it took five hours

to come only about three miles.

The cave itself was not large as caves go. The opening of the cave was
about ten feet wide by seven feet tall. From the opening of the cave 1
paced off eighteen feet to the rear of the cave. The floor was an incline
to the back wall. There were many various—sized crevases reaching up into
the ceiling. Near the rear of the cave there was one final crevice
measuring twenty—-two feet high.

As you entered the cave you could feel the coal moist air. There was a
sweet flower—-like smell eminating Ffrom green and black moss growth near
the rear wall. Water seeped down from narrow gaps in the rock. Near the
opening of the cave we found an abandoned swallow nest, The view of the
river +rom the cave was strategic, making the cave a safe shelter. We
could tell, by droppings, that small animals made their home in the cave
at one time. It was now starting to get dark, as the sun slid over the

opposite cliff.
=



After we toogk some picturss and recorded all our observations, we broke
camp and headed home using the same route as before to ensure out safe
return. We reached the highway at 9:i30 pm, where we rested. We were all
very hungry, having finished the last of our trail snacks hours hefore, so
we stopped along the way for dinner. By the time We finally got home it
was 2:30 am the next morning.

We were all very tired, but agreed the trip was a success. The key to our
success was organization and a sense of purpose. we set for ourselves
some demanding goals.

1983 GLACIER GROTTO FINANCIAL REPORT

Annual Income and Expenses 1983 _Balance Sheet 1984 Anticipated Budget
Income
Membership dues % donations 115.00 gnggi
TOTAL INCOME 115,00
Expenses
Al askan Caver Printing2 127.50 240.00
Postage3 0.00 84.00
NSS Audic Visual Aids 11.50 15.00
Deposit Slips 56-79 --0-00
TOTAL EXPENSES 145.79 239.00
Summary
Tatal Income 115.00
less Total Expenses 145.79
NET DPERATING LOSS 3079
End_of_ ¥Year Assets
Checking Ral ance 270,18
Cash and Checks on Hand _26.00
TOTAL ASSETS 296.18
Year End_ Bal ance
End of year liabilities none
Net Worth
Assets Beginning of 1983 Z25.47
1983 Net Operating Loss _=0.7%9
End of Year Net Worth 294 . 684
1 1783 Subscriptions are extended to cover 1984 because only one issue
aof The Alaskan Caver was published. Dues for members are still $5 for
1984,

gPaid for two 1982 issues and one 1983 issue.
“Postage was donated again in 1983 by Rockwell and Hall.
4Disagrees with Total Assets.



Bacon, William W. I11I

Bastasz, Dr. Robert J.
NSS# 13496R

Bowers, Wm. HMarvey
NSS# 12088

Buchanan, Douglas

Cunard, Jeffrey 5.
NSSH# 22439
Debee, Adrian
NSS5# 14918R
Debee, Aleta
NSS# 14719%
Dunec, Joanne L.

Fire!
NSS# 16538
Fitzgerald, Brian T.
NSS# 193464
Fitzgerald, Michele M.
NSS# 20370
Flood, Dan

Hall, Richard A.
NSS# 1455&6R

Hall, Elisabeth S.
NSS# 14557R

Hall, Matthew T.
NSS# 22131

Hall, Michael I.
NSS# 24151

Hallinan, Dr. Thomas ..
NSS# 43I29RP

Halilinan, MNancy, C.
NSS# &367%

Helms, Mary

Jaeger, Ronald A.

Jansen, John F.
NSS# 4040
Jansen, Barbara

Jenkins, Sydney F.
NSS#H 1B8L195R

Jenkins, M. Stanton
NSS# 19447%

Johnson, Michael 5.

Klinger, Col. David ™.
NMSS# 105B3R

GLACIER GROTTO MEMBERS

Box 6326, Anchorage, AK, 993502
(F071248-4811 H

P.0. Box 2417, liivermore, CA, 94550
{415)455-8828 H (415)422-2013 W
Box 871069, HWasilla, Ak, 99687
(70733762294 H

3541 Sandvik, Fairbamks, AK, 99701
{(PQ7)1479-2149 H

P.0. Box 33, Chitna, AK, 29556

1215 Thunderhill bLn. #722, Renton, WA, 98055
1215 Thunderhill Ln. #722., Renton, WA, 98055

I70 Villa Circle, Anchorage, AK, 99504
{(QOT7II3I7-4&684 H (FQ7}272-3016 W
2022 Francisco St., Berkeley. CA, 94709

Box 451, Tully, NY, 13159
Box 451, Tually, NY, 13159

3740 Boniface Pkwy #2, Anchorage, AK, 29504
{(P07)33IZT—F099 H

7040 Gibbs Hill Cir., Anchorage, AK, 99504

(F07)3IZ3~-2090 H (F07)y265—-9377 W

704¢ Gibbs Hill Cir., Anchorage, AK, 99504

{(207)333~-2090 H

7040 Bibbs Hill Cir., Anchorage., AK, 99504

(F07)3335-2090 H

7040 Gibb=s Hill Cir., Anchorage, AK, 79504

{F0O7)3IIZ-2090 H

Wolverine Lane, SR Box 208035, Fairbanks, AK, 99701

(P07) 4796064 H (PO7y4T79-7454 W

KWolverine {Lane, SR BRox 20803, Fairbanks, AK, 929701

(07)479-6064 H

3307 Boniface FPkwy, Anchorage. AK, 79504
(P07} 3I37-87&687 H {907)248-225C W
Box 2093, Fairbanks, AK, 99707
{(F07)A456—1018 W

Box 3X95, Eagle River, AK, 99577

(F07) 674-2963 H {(PQ7)276—4441 W
Box 395, Eagle River, RAK, 99577
(FO716F4-2963 H

1500 W. 11E, #34, Anchorage, AK, 993501
(FO7)274-1004 H {F07135364-1755 W
1600 W. 11E., #3234, anchorage, AK, 99501
(FOT7)I2T74-1004 H

Box 904, Cordava, AK, 99574

FP.0. Pox 937, Leavenworth, WA, 98824
{S09) 548—-35480 H {309)3548-5880 W



Lund, Kirsten 14246 Orca St.. Anchorage, AK, 99501

Mauser, Mike 4631 Teshler Dr.., Anchorage. AK, 99507
(P07 349-3026 H (FO7YIRT1-4799 W
Metrler, Curvin B. F.0O. Box 100738, anchorage, AK, 99510
NSSH# 2T8G2R (2075 333-2957 H (20715461 -44046 W
Moll, David M. P.0. Box B2044, College, AK, 99708
NSSH#H 10106R (FQ7) 45564602 H (P07)A456—4982 W
Morton, Bruce R. Jr SR Box 206, Eagle River, 99577
NSSH 32020 (FQ71694—2112 H
Ohshima, Dr. George Dept. Geog, kEwansei Gakuin U., Hyogo Té462, Japan
Q75-781-8034N H 0789-51-33521 W
Rockwell, Dr. Julius Jr. 2744 Emory St.. Anchorage, AK 99508
NSS# 11308R, (907)277-7150 H (PO7)361—-1266 W
Rockwell, Elizabeth A. 2944 Emory St., Anchorage, AK 99508
NSS# 15232%, (FO07)277-715C H
Rockwell, Julius IV{(Tad)} 2944 Emory St. Anchorage, AK 99508
NSSH# 178564 (PO7y277-7150 H
Smith, Dr. G. Warren 4314 Stacy Rd., Seabrook, TX, 77584
NSS# S&01LR (7133¥334-3323 H
Street, David 29510 Foraker Dr., Anchorage, AK, 99303
NSS# 8237R {(207)245-A4829 H (F073271-3484 W
Street, Kathryn A. 2510 Foraker Dr., Anchorage, AK, 79303
NSS# F960% {(907)243—-4829 H
Tomlinson, Kathy f.0. Box 2417,
(415)455-8828 H
Urbach—-Tarres, Montserrat Balmes 743, 302, Barcelona 8, Spain
Westman, Erik D. 27 Abby P1l., State Eollege, PA, 15801

1{814)234-4026 H

YES THERE STILL IS AN "ALASKAN CAVER"

I would like to apologize to all of vyou who thought that the Glacier Grottoc had
died because you stopped receiving your "Alaskan Caver®. Grottoc meetings and
activities have continued but the news never got out. The "“Caver" stopped
because 1 have spent the last year building a house and because I lost my
access to a word processor and hecause I couldn®t get anyone to put it out
while I was unavailable. My house is now complete and I have purchased a
Corona PC with the Multimate word processor and an 80 column matrix printer.
This means I don™t have all the fancies that 1 did before but at least I can
type at home. This issue will attest that the system works and I have figured
ocut how to do some basic editing. HOWEVER, the future of the "Alaskan Caver"
depends upon people sending in articles; in the fourteen months that there was
no "Caver” only one article was received!! I’1l edit but you need to write.

Rich Hall, Editor

DUE S

Fecause there was a lapse of over a year in the Alaskan Caver, no one ever put
out the word to pay dues. Well, don™t be too concerned. There won™t be any
1284 dues but since it costs more to produce the Caver than dues bring in, all

donations are appreciated.
&



NEWS S E OO

After four years of neglect, the Glacier Grotto is again hjeading for the
Chitistone Valley. In July Jeff Bernnett, pilot Jim Remele and Todd Mueller
made & gquick stop, entered Star Cave, explored the main passage to a sump and
had to gquickly leave to meet their flight plan. They reported some cross
passages but did not get a chapnce to explore them.

Meanwhile, some aother folks were planning some back to back trips into the
valley and_now four trips are scheduled starting August 9 and ending September
4, There should be much more exploration going on there this summer than in
all of the past six yvears. The next issue of the Alaskan Caver will report it
all.
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Glacier Grotto

The Alaskan Caver

Richard Hall, Editor

7040 Bibhe Hill Circle

Anchorage, Alaska
29304
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