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_ ’ Tampa, &1021“
.. pprox, 7&(0 words . _ July 8, 1937

SIORIZS F MLONIDA i«iu;;v o

for ' Pudbliq 8 ,@ LAQ.(

By m’. A. ”Oﬂt ‘'

"jtephan Marvills « yos, suh, dat's no. I cain't see yuh,
I'ge just about blind, but I'so always glad to have fulks oall
on me,” , .

A puthetio spotacle, the slight figure of this aged nogro,
eitting on the edge of his bed, his short fingers nmouoly
combing his thin,white beard. His sorioua face was upturned ao
he spoke. le listened attentively when questionsd, answering
in o respectful, straightforward manner which gontrasted sharply
with the ocareleess, halfesarcastic attitude assumed by the avaresge
young negro of today. ' |

"No, suh, I don't git about muah nowadays, bocause nah eyes
egin ms troublej ef it wan't for dat, I'd be out wukldn' ov"y day.
I foel good, an' I lak to keep movin', Sometim:s I walk up an'
down dis here hall an' out to de back porch more’n a hunderd timas,*

When questionod as to his early life, the old man recalled
with romx;rtablo detail and ols\armu ovmia of the Civil Var and
before., DBorn Fetruary 3, 1840, in Alaohua Oomt:f"._ Morida, ho
{mdmﬂu service ' of his master, ."l’.pmol Lander,
whose plantation was between 'deanopy and the prosent site of
Gainesvilies Tho area to the south was known as Payne's Pralﬁo,

obont his

and wao a fhvorito hunting ground of the Indians, who used to go

there for dear and other game,



The old ea-_slavo. who makes no attempt to appoar spsctaoe
ular ar impremsive, says that he caw very little Indian hostilities.
_*.Ié recalls sseing 6008 of the Indian women and children in deten-
tion 'c‘mnpn. vhere tho& were held vhile others were bveing drought
in for deporitation to Arkansas, |

e recolled a skirmieh with thse Indians just before the Civil
are His mmster, v, lanier, had moved from Payne's Yrairie to
Tampa in 1366, lanier and & merchant by the nam of Smart were
standing on guard withi guns to protect their property from the
Indians while the 9laves pulled fodder. No S8eminoles were in
sight, and the mea took a walk down through the corn field..

They found & fine watermelon and cut it, e.ch taking na:lf,
Lanier nat dowm to» oat, but Smrt stood up, looking for a botter
piace to 9it dwﬁ. The instant that his hoad shovwod above the
corn, & gun roared from & thicket near the 6dge of tls field, and
the morchang sank in hie tracks, shot through the hearts

Grabdbdbing his gun, I.anior//‘in the direction of the atitnck and
started to run towvurd o detcchment of soldiers from Fort Brooke. -
The Indians wounded hin twice in the legs, but he was otill able
to run und succeedad in getting behind a gshook of fédder, whare
he osamk dowom, weak from loss of blood. Jia was resoued by the 80le
diers, and recoverad, only to be ‘kined a short time later in a
pixdemisgh with desortors from the Confodorate arnye

m&,wmen is a loyal Jouthernor and has no sympathy for
"orpetebazgery' wnd ot}lér agitators from the North, They had
succoaded, he suid, in organizing a vand of Confedernte deserters,



vho menaced tho farmers in the vicinity of Tampa and Fort Myers,
lanior and a man by the name of Thomas were ridtng together
through the woods when they were attacked by a vand of thase
maraudorss lanier was killed outright and Thomns! horss was
shot fram under him, Rumins to Lanisr's horse, Thomas sirang
into the saddle end escaped. |

With the death of the mmster, the estate and property,
including slaves, rasped into the hands of his two sons, Jamas,
Junior, and linrdye Stephion, who was about 28 or 23 at the time,
vwvas hired out to a !r. $loane, to work in the woods., 5loano's
place was in the depths of o wildernecs of native trees, near the
point whgre the Tanpa Bay Jlotel now stands,

Horville was mrriéd. and hip wife lived near Jeffmer, In
order to bdo &t l-xomq. he walked from Sloane's place, crossing the
Hillsborough River by ferry, and carried a sagk of grocerisa on
his bmolﬁ, roturning early next morning in time for wark, The
round trip of more than thirty miles was compensated, he explained,
by the satisfaotion of spending what tas left of the night in his
own homae

They let him g0 homs at noon one Saturdey, bgcause his wife
was 111, sSunday her conditicn bgcame vores «ud Harville sat at
her bedside until daylight Monday morninge That forenoon he {ma
on his way to wark when he net his maters, the Laudey boys, on
horseback, They had been to the homs of his employor and Storhen
anxiously inquired if ir, Uloane would ' angry with hin far bveing
80 late to wwk) -



"I cuess it won't mattor, Steve, whothur he likes it or mnot,”
Jin explained, "The Yunkeoes ar'o in Taapa and they mﬁh&t the
war is over and the elavos ere all free."

“Yhat dat N you mean ee

*Thot's right, ,stoi’e. "Hardy mood. ':Rockon you won't have
to go to work any more for Mr, Slcane, GO on back to your wife,
or anywhicre you want to." : .

"But idstah Herdy, I cain't do dat; istah 5loane might bo
Foppin' mad, Anyhow, I got some 0le oloae an'! t'ings down dore -
I reckon I botter go on.*

“If I had some paper I'd give :ou a note to Mr, Sloans," Jim
offered., lardy pune:l a notebook out of his pookst and handed 1i¢
to his hrother, who wrote a fow words and cave the slip of paper
to the ex-alaves hin eznnoip&tion rrodlanation « more important
to him than the imrossive doocument signed by Tresident Lincoln,

%30 I b'en a free man all dese years," faltered o0ld iitsphen,
h reckon de jes' sgtbon or eight years b'en more tryin' dan de -
time when I (as wulkin' fo! listah Sloane, walkin' to 3effner,
an' eatin' good, £illin' rashions offen my own tadble, - f it weren't
fer same kind white folks vhat's he'ped ms out a aighty lot ssence
I los' my sight, I don'$t Imuw vwhat I'd a dones o o ¥ell,
mebbe 1t won't Lo long, now, 'fore I te a heap bettah off ¢un T

is new,"
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