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StoRIES O'N Jy?RIDA 

PreP!f!d tor V•• ,to Publ&g nob001t 

b7 till .· 

Federal J!iS!r•' P£g.1oc! of $!Jt !trR lroE•••· A4ptn1t\J'Uion 

Q'ljJPJU' IWI!Prl.Jis lq.OLAYJ 
By Jlllea A. :rrout 

".:JteJlhon lta.....,ille • 7oa, auh, dat' a mo. I oain' t aee yuh, 
I' ae just about blind, l>ut I' oo alwayo ela4 to have tulkll oBll 

on me." 

� A puthet1o apootaole, the alight ti£1,aro ot thle qe4 negro, 

si tUng on the e48e of. hie bed., h&e abort t1ngera nervouel7 

combing hie tl"�.Wh1te bearcl. ltia aer&oua face waa upturne4 aa 

· ho epoll8.. ne l1atene4 atuntively when quoatione4.· aniW�lna . 

in a t•eepeottul, •va18htf'o�4 uannes- 111h1oh oontraete4 ehal'� 

w1tJ& the oarele•, halt•IIU'oaatio att1tu4e aa.waet 'b.Y the averase 

young negro ar toclQ¥. 

"No, euh, l don• t sit about muah nowadaye, booauM nliill eyes 

gin - trouble. et &t Tsan•\ tor dat, I'd be .0\\t WUkkin' ev'7 da7· 

1 toel cood, an• X lak \o keep IIOYln•. sc:ae\la!! I •a ·up an• 
- . 

. I 

down dis here hall an• out to cle ·baok � more•n a hun4el'd tiaoo.'ft 

12-.en queetioned as to hie earl,J 1�e, the old nan recalled 
" . 

with. rernal'tlable 4eta11 an� oltarneea ••an ta at the 01 VSl v.-ar an4 
\ ·. 

betore. Dorn J'e� a, 1840, in Alaohua Oounty'·t. J'l.01'14G, bo 

epont his :�,��f�,#;.,.. oentoe 'ot bio mater, J�a Lanier, 

whoM pl.Antat1an •.o be�en !,Uoanow and the l\rosent l'l!te ot 

O.inenillee Tho are& to the eouth waa known aa Ptqno' • Frable, 
i 

and wao a tnvor1 te hun tins groun4 or the Indiana, who uae4 to so· 

there tor . deer and other sane. 



The ol4 ea-elave, Who makea no. at temp' to appoas.• 8J*Otao• 

ul� or 1mpreao1ve, eaya that he saw ver.y little Indian hoatil1t1es. 

ne reoalla aeotna aODI ot the Indian WOJI8 n �4 
. 
oh�ldr� in deten­

tion camp•• where they were hel4 whllo othere were be1!18 brousht 

1n tor d•portati on to . .uekanaas. 

ne reoolled ·a aldl"mltb vi th tho In41an.a just before the Civ:l l 

tiar. His nast'itr, ��. Lanier, bad moved troo J?a.Vrl41'• �a1r1e to 

TBDlpa .1n lt:mG. Lanier and a merobant by 'tho nana of smu-t were 

a tanding on suard with guns to proteot thei.J' property trcm the 

Indiana while the ulave.s pulled toctder. No seminole• were 1n 

oigbt, and the ma took a ual.k 4om through the oorn" t1ol4 •. 

They tound a tine watermelon and cut 1t, oaoh talting :nnlt. 

Lanier �ra.t ctc\tl t� oat, but aunrt stood up, looking for a better 

place to sit down. The instant that bia �ad showod above tho 

corn. a b"Wl ronro4 trom £. thicket naa.r tho odge ot .the field, and 

the murchwlt oanJ: in hie vaOka, lhot thr0114Zb the heart. 
r·--

sk;r . . 

· . . Grabbing hio (f'.m, Lan1u j1ri the 41root1on ot the at""ok an4 

··•"t 

atarte4 to run town.rd n dotc.obment ot aoldiera from Fort Brooke . .. 

Tho Indiana wouild•d hira twice in the lese, but be. •• a till able 

to run u.nd aucoeeded in Get tina behind a shook ot ttdde:r, whsre ' I 

he owak d1n1D, woak trom looa of blood. Ita wus �e aoue4 by the sol• 

tliero, t\l1d reooverod, only to be killed a short ·time later in a 

a:�i:."m:i..Bh w1 th doool'tora trom tho Contodo1•ate army. 

: .. '•�!k�;��en is a loyal Uouthernor �nd hao no Qmpathy tor 

"o·tl'IJet•baageru" Wld otbor agitatora from the North. They had 

suooa�ed, he au.14, 1n organizing a bond or Confederate deserters, 



who memoed the £armera in the T1o1n1 � o:t 't� anct :ror' Uyel'De 

Lanier and a man b7 ·u. nuae · ot !bomaa were rl41DI tosetb.eit 

tln.•OU€)1 the woode 11hen .thet' were attaokecl b7 a band. ot 'Ule• 

maraudora� Lanier Wllo killed oub18ht an4 �·· horat waa 

ihot :f"rau under him. ltumintt to Lanier's horae, !homae aprang 

into the aaddle and eecape4. 

Vlith tho death ot the mater, � estate and property, 

including alavea,, I..aeoe4 into the hando ot hie two aona, Jamoa, 
I 

Junior, and Itarcly. :.:tephon, 1dlo waa abbut 28 or SJ3 ut the time, 

wo.e hired out. to n �. Uloano, to work in tlle woodae �loano•e 

place was 1n tbl d.O:ptho of a Wllderneaa ot nat1Te U.ea, near the 

point where the fnmpa nq notel now atanda. 

Ha1•ville was mrr:led, ard hia wife lived near .Se!fnEu.·. In 

or4Eu.· to be at hom�, he wal.ko4 from Sloane'• plaN, o.rosa� .the 

Hillaborougb lt:lTCtl' b".l ta17171 and oarr1e4 a eaok or arooortsa on 

hie b:�l.Okt rotunitW early next IDOrll1ftl in time t� WGrk. The 

round trip ot more than thirQ' milea waa oompenentecl, ._ ex;pla1ne4, 

by the ��&tlataotion of ependi ng  what "'aa le.ft of the nicht in hla 

own homa. 

t11ey let h:llll so hm. at noon one saturd�, becauoe h1a wUe 

wao ill. 8\lnt.\q her oondltion be.- l�or• �n4 !rahllle aat at 

hor bec.\e14e until 4&711sht Monday morn1nae 'l'hat tOI'eDoon ha vna 

on his "3Y to work whtm he me\ h1o rsatore, the LQuio1• b�•• on 

horseb::tok. They bad been � the ho• ot hia emplo�r an4 stol,i1en 

anxiously inquired 1f' ur. Sloane \lOUld lB angry witllllJ.Ll tar being 

eo late to work. 



"I suoae 1t won't matter, Steve, whothor he 11JN• it or no\,• 

.Tim oxpla1ne4. "The J'aftkeee are in -�-� and they U3 aha' \be 
. 

war 1n over o.nd the &lavos . are all tree •" 

"�at da t • l"OU mean ... • 

•neokon JOU won't haye 
I . 

to 60 to 1'1ork any !lOre tor 111'• Sloane. Go on baok to your wlte, 

or anynhere you want to.•· 

"Dut 1·!!iatah Hudy, I cn1n't do do.tJ IUotah Sloane micht be 

hoppin' mod.. / .. nyhow, I got some ole olooe an• t• ing.- down dore -

I rcolc(tn I bott.er co on.� 

"It I bad somo :pe.per I'd dve �·ou a note to ur. slonnt,• Jim 
\ 

· otfere4. Itardy pulled a notebook out ot h1o pooket ar.d handed it 

· to h1o bl•othcr, who wrote a fow woJNls and cave the nlil) or lJD.llQ' 

to tho ex-llltt.vuJ hio emnaipation proolor&\tion - �• important 

to him than tbo il!JPl.•nsoive dooW!liDt eiened by Pre131dent lincoln • . 

·•rzo I b' en a tree man a.ll deae yeare," tal terecl old u tephen. 

?J1 reckon do �o• aobbon or eisht yearo b'en more tryfn' clan de 

time w!.l.8n I ·;·;ao wu!c:kSh' to • Mietah Sloane, wal Jd.n• · to aettnezt, 

an' eat1n' good, tillin' raehione otten rey OTm table. .':'.! it Tleren• t 

:rer eom kind wh1w folke what'a ho'ped •. out a �lichty lot eenoe 

I loa• � sip,, I do11't knCIW what I'd a done. • • 

mebbe it won't oo lone:, now, 'f'ore I be a. t.el\p b6t.tah orr a�1n I 

1e now." 
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