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T h e  A l a s k a n  C a v e r  

Volume 8 Number 1 January - February 7983 

WORTHIMETON GLACIER OBSTRUCTION CAVE 



ALASKAN CAVING - AN OUTSIDER'S VIEW 
by Paul and Lee Stevens 

When one o f  our caving f r tends v i s i t s  and we've had the oportuni ty t o  give 
them a tour o f  the 1 ocal Virginia-West V i r g i n i a  karst, often we ask them how 
they view caving In our area. It's i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  learn how others view 
caving in your area  and how i t  d i f f e r s  from caving i n  t h e i r  par t  o f  the 
country. That  js what this article i s  about - our perspective o f  Alaskan 
cavi ng. We real i ze that the perspective may b e  very d i  storted as a resul t o f  
how we viewed the "caves" and who guf ded us during our tour of the state;  
however, we suspect t h a t  others may share the same conclusions. 

First: let's deff ne the basis 
for our perspective: a 
twel ve day car tour 
(Anchorage t o  Whi ttier to 
Val dez to Glennallen to Tok 
t o  Fafrbanks to  Denalj 
National Park t o  Hatcher Pass 
t o  Anchorage to Homer to Hope 
to Anchorage) over much o f  
A1 aska ' s primary h i  ghways 1 ed 
by Rich, L i s ,  and M a t t  Hall 
during July,  1982, Rich had 
been studying geologf c and 
topographi c MPS fo r  
limestone areas since he and 
LSr moved to Alaska i n  1976. 
H i s  research had provided 
both  "good" and "bad" news. 
The '"oodd" news being that  
there is limestone i n  
Alaska! me "bad" news that 
most of the carbonate rocks 
are n o t  easi 1 1 y accessi b l  e by 
c a r  or  by foot. Therefore 
what we hoped t o  help him da Gulf o f  Alaska 
was to check o u t  those few 
areas t h a t  were accessible by R o u t e  Taken 
road and determine whether or  - 
n o t  cave potenti a1 exi  sted. 0 50 100 mi les  
Expedition c a r i n g  was to be 
l e f t  f o r  anether day. Southcentral A1 aska Roads 

INVENTORY: Next let's detail what we saw. (Those of you who f i n d  karst 
descriptions o f  1 f t t l e  i n t e r e s t  might  skip thf s section. 

1 . Byron GI acier - F i r s t  Snow Fie1 d Cave 
An entrance (perhaps 2 '  high by 5' wide) was 

e C * +  observed a t  the base o f  a 1 arge snow f i e l d  on the 
r 7\* 2 
: . -;* -.. ,+, , , . west s i d e  o f  an unnamed mountain j u s t  north of 

Bymn Peak and just east  of the stream draining 
Byron GI aci  er . The entrance i s about a 1 5 minute 

Entrance Cross Sectjon hike toward Byron Gl acS er from the Forest Service 
(view west) Byron Glacier parking l o t ,  



To enter the cave dur ing sumer would require fording the Byron GI acier stream 
followed by a be1 l y  crawl i n  the  snomel t stream which e x i t s  v i a  the cave 
entrance, We d i d  n e t  enter the cave due to the instability o f  the snow. 
Early winter (a f te r  the onset o f  freezi ng temperatures but before the f irs t  
heavy snow w i t h  i t ' s  attendant avalanche danger) would be a better tine t o  
expl ore, The cave appears t o  be formed by abl a t i  on o f  the snow fiel d, 

2. Byron Gl a c i  er - Second Snow F i e l d  Cave 

- **: 9 .k  * ,  , Two entrances were observed, one each on the 
north and south s ide  of a 1 arge snow f ie l  d 
which straddles the valley below Byron 

. .  + . "  : . .' . . .. . Glacier. The south entrance serves as an i n l e t  
Downstream ~ntrance' Cross for the Byron GI a c i  er stream whi  ch exi  ts the 

Section (view south) snow fie1 d a t  the north cave entrance. Each 
entrance is about 15 f e e t  wide and a s  much as  5 
f e e t  high w i t h  an irregular cross sect ion.  * 

. . Entering the cave would require crawl ing i n  t h e  
. .. ..-.15+ .,. : , . . . .. _ . . entrance stream, which we d i d  not do due t o  the 

unstable snow condi t ions.  Th is  cave a l s o  
Upstream Entrance Cross appears to be formed by abl  a t i o n  of the  snow 

Section ( view north) field. 

3.  Byron Glacier Terminus Caves 
Three cave entrances were observed a t  the terminus o f  Byron GI acier.  One ( 4 '  
high x 10' wide )  formed a t  t h e  exi t o f  a 1 ateral stream a1 ong the west side o f  
the glacier terminus. F i f t een  feet i n t o  the cave, the passage narrowed t o  a 
belly crawl up the stream. The principle entrance famed a t  the mouth o f  the 
main Byron Glacier stream and was o f  i r r e g u l a r  cross section, Access would 
have required wading the stream which had a maximum depth o f  perhaps a f oo t .  
Another entrance was o f f s e t  up the glacier by f i f t y  f e e t  and consisted o f  a 
10"igh x 20 '  wide alcove i n a 1 edge which gradually narrowed and terminated 
i n  a four f o o t  diameter p i t  l eading  i n t o  the glacier interior. The pit  
appeared t o  enter the glacier upstream from the principle entrance. The cave 
was entered for only a few fee t  due t o  the i n s t a b i l i t y  o f  the i c e  over the 
entrances. Thf s system appears t o  have the best potential o f  a reasonable 
size a b l a t i o n  care, 

I .  * . . -  . 
. - ' - s t ream ~ i k i  .Ent+h& '. - '  

( v j  ew south ) 

I+ 
* w ; c C - ) C * 3 (  * 

Upper A1 cove 
view south ) 
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