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Oornpl.oto 

A pprox. \s;o woJ;"Je 
tt.)u.J�A·Fr�,_T;-

�"'f"'r 'f ( "'- ,;;TORil�� 0!1' .l�LOHIDA 
J?repOJ. .. od for Uoo in Public :ichoole 

by the 

"MAMA nur. 'K'' 

lln.y 19, 1037 

"Who ln tho ol,Joot oottlor, wh.tto or ooloroc1, t;hnt you. 

know ol' 1n Tanwa?" 
nJoo Mama ru.ot," tho gT1nn:!n-:- elevator boy. told 110, "abo 

'bollt a llwmo�t yonra old." 

�lo oown into tho "OOI'a.b" we \"lont ol'h1 fotmd tho old wanan 

huatl1n"'" nbollt trom WQ.ohpot to PWD.P• "I' oe .mighty bu.ay now, 
oook1n1 broakfaej;," Gh(� aai4, "bl.lt if yoa. come bf.l.olt in ·•bont 

nn hou.:t• I'll t;all yoa. what l k1n 1bot1t old timJo in 'l'f.l!!1p&e" 

no� -l11at-o ovoroc1 a og mot u.s wiial elnbornto domonotrationa 

of \7(:)10 am on the retllnl vie Uso 
"G\'rol'l away f'm here, .Jpot; dot gommn n1n' t gw1no foec1 yo11 

nnthin. Yol1 koep yo' dirty pme o.r.ton hit1 olooo." 
UomB 'Ot10k aat l1ovm on tl r1oltoty box, motionin '.' u.o to o.nothr1• 

on th0 ahak;v old porch. "�oko oo.re yoa. don't fall thoo dnt ol' 

flo'', aha oau..t1om4. "Hit 'hottt �0ody to ·RO to p1eooo. hilt r 
1\"lay bch1nJ on t•ont, ao I eo.1n' t ank 'om to llo.veht t· flxod." 

nr ooe yoll havo no glnse in too w1ndotJQ:··· tlooon•t lt i'"0�1 
yon \1JOt tilvm it rnlna?" 



"Ilo�· mo, �oo I p,i tt ovnh on «1o odcto� e14e o • do room tv'hon 

h1t rnlno. .014n't hnva no do', ne1thol'. vrron r movocl 1n. Yo� . . 

tollca. 'rolUl'! hero nood to fl·"'o hit fo' a eo•t hotteo afo' I oomo." 

·"A wbetf" 
"Court in' hou.�e. ICep a-oom1n' sttot- I t1ono move. S,n, BTl' I 

hnd to shQO 'om a,wq. ·nat ymnp, raeosl oomin' yoniloh. ho ono 

of •om. I ola1ah to goodnoc.s-" ond MBn8 Dtlok: ra1oe4 hor vo1oo 
for tho troepaeaer·•Ja borJOtit • · "I w18ht l bnd m> a fence to kaep 
folko oa.tn my yah4." 

'' Qu.n-o.-ok, quo.olt. quaok," . t m <lroaeod•up yo� no�o mookocJ, 
oo he non.oG4 on. gr llmll\..�. 

,"l)at don't \'rol"r&f _mo none1 1 4on't let na.th1n wori'J mo -

wOi.'ft9 mGHoo tolke gra.v•heade4�" the old woman oa14, aa sho 
. . ' . . 

coratohe4 l-e" th1nl.y•oovored dome. . !bra•. bra141•. a boot the 

longth, aDS 'tblo.kn�-,ss o.r a ·flapPo.�•e e�bl'OWi atuo:t or.dJ at oM 
. .  

87.11!1001 o.n d thoro waro not moro than a c1o son �a.v hn1lto etroak-
ine' tl1o ro.sty blaok. 

"I sho' hacl plen"tr obnnoe to worr7 offon I wen.te4 to." sho 
ma.t;oa, an om a1ppe4 ioo WBttn-. f'r�· o fl.-nit jar. :to�l w-ith dirty 

f1n .. -ol"m''l"ko. "Roll�f tollaJ t!.O� mo on de blaolt liot. DoJ ··tvo 
��ntiono to �oana folke What's wllkk1n'. anc� d011't give mo 111ll'Y o. 

monthfal .. " · 

. ,, .. 
"How's thBtY" 

. "\�ell. 1n 4o f�et plt.o o, dey wanted rm to go to ao po' 
ll•::nso. · I ·wnntocl to. take mah �t'tulk 'long, an • dey wolllcln't lot 

mth. I r,ot eCDo thing8 1n a�e 1 bo' n ho.v1n1 �h onto ·a lulnnort 
::!etll's. Got �v ol' blne-baok l'lob�J1;or, onlloot book ! ovah h� d, 

'aot1oin me.h Bible. Think I wanna thow llat t�tu.lf tltVtl'J(r Uo•o, 



allhl '' Homa Dt10ll: ptuJhoa tto aog tJWtfJ/1 hom a erooko4 !)1toho.- on 
too floor ,.lt'l J t•ot Ul\Xl ·llolt. :tl'llit 3nl'• '�no cloy blaok•liot m • c�•o 

I won't kiua tloy·:toeta. I ain't ki:�aa• noboc1'L'a· toeto • 

wouldn't klse my own m&mmJ'o•" 
''Woll. we • c1 all· do lot o ot thine a tae ot�r mothore tho. t wo 

woul<1n'f; t1o tor t�nyor1e ol80•" 
"Ltohoo yoa vn.illl4, ba.t not me. My � pat mo in a hlok'ry 

bnokot whon I was a JfJ3 .ani a halt old, with n11tbin on bllt mob 

bell3 bon4 an' t11 'P�• Took mo down in do oot1Jan J)lltob on' eot 
ao bnnJcot on n· etOJDD 1n 4e bil1n' · oan." 

"l':hot in the wor14 414 sho do thnt for?" 
"Y-.ano I �� blook• All lo othah yo�D1BQ118 t7on br1rht. l'W 

;·-Tcn1rntl...DIIt' tlon� boar m;) bO.l'111n' lltl' e.-o fotch too to-my JMEJI\V'O 

"I)Qt yoa• lbnmy," am ns31, -0\Vi'lOt ao pio, wtlon r:ro.n 'n'lll!'mW 
poan' on Jo <10 • • 

11 I Qon I t J0t1 m yah Oall l!r) t Momrr\v I nO m0 � t I fi'l'811 I JOOinii\\1 Q� • 

'Any womon -.�rllat'\1 loo"'e a po1 1111 mite 1ak 41e to p.or-1oh to 
aoath ntn•t tl:. ton to bo no aattoSt o' mino.' 

to l'nloee I sin • t n evnh aoen !!W 

mommy sGnoo, an• I. nevah wantod to." 
"PJhnt dld yoar tnthor thS.nlt o! tho wq oho troatcJ4 yo11?'' 

''lJovah ltnaw whl) mab \1Gd4J was, an' I raolcon obo tlldn't, 
no1 thor. I WBfi baw.nod at .R1ohu4; '\1'1rg1n1o. ll8h eletnh n11' 

brothah bo 'n t1o&a too man.v lJOtJJitJ 1D OOWlt n I �,;e laS1 0' do 

ftw' ly." 



··�·.hnt 11nt?" 
"Tho Oivll 1:1ar, whcm thoy oat tho alavo�J �oo." 

I ' • I ' ' ; 

"Oh, <1e fllot '\'ltQI• .yo11 nh:&n• l re'okon I dooo - had tllreo 
oh11lon, boye, .bsmlGd bofo' de wnz'•. Mah fa.ot oost6l1 didn't 

moke w1 wl1k upno when we wo.n oh1llon&. All I dono watJ plo,.v. 

YJhon I wo.t�· old onoQBh to wflk, t1oy tllk u.o to Pe� J.awjlh. I 

novoh wllkko4 in tlo f:lolc1e. not don, 4ey sU11o lot m nllno 4o 
ohillono. non I rrot nnrr1od. Hit rmn't no ohtlroh woCJd1n' - wo 

joe' rot ml"rriod 1n'�ron'�'o kitohonon<l \1ont to onr oon lOf" 

houno. Dy n:•' by moll mnntnh sol' J'l¥) an' rnnl1 hnby to de .nnn 

whnt 1m<1 ito pl.nntotlon nox' to oo.rs - h1o nt'rm t'rno Jolm T,oo, 

TT!l t'!O(' r"OOd to 100, M' lot mo �00 mtlh ohillona. 
' 

"llo, I novah got no b�atin' o f'm ID8h maetnh \"/bon .t wo.fl n 

sle.vo. on1.1oet thin3 I ovall BOt wnD a l1ttlo olap on c1e hen', 
. ' 

lok t.lnt. Didn't hurt nono. Dllt I'oo aoen Ofllloll mon on de l�-
.. 

loy plantation r1t f'ranaod oa.t plenty. ue wh1pp1n' boos wno 
' . 

I 

Joo 3. lvot:tter, e. white llDI'l. He hsc'l pots 'mongst do w1nmo11 tolka, 

on' Wle4 to lot oomo or 'om off 11g·ht whon c'lct 1earvo(1 a ,:�ooc1 

b<."'tlt 1nf •" 

"llmv wo lll.u ho p w11e b hie 'po � a 't 1 " 

".:Jometimoe he 3ea' bop 'om 'Ol'oot do eor wid a bsttlin' 

ot1ok-" 
"A what?" 
"Battlin' ot1ok, lak d1a. Yo11 don't know what n battl1n' 

atiok ie? Well, tl1e bore one. Uao hit far vm.ohin' olo�"n. Yo11 
' 

11f' 1 an ontn dt1 waah pot will ao bn t tlin' f!lt1ok; t1on yoa. lny 
'an .on �0 bottlin·t blooJt. dio hO'l'O GtllmJ)e "l'{)n "Otl 008t do rllt't 

ott t rr1d do bn tfil1n' otiok •. , 



",ll·oat eone. thnt otiok would J:o1oolc n l1orao down." 
"no, rnh1 wan' t nir:h oa he4 an rtOJ'OG o' de othnhe f' ot. 1!o 

l11liJ r>eto 'mongat do mons, too, . bo.t doy got it '11tt1o Rs&ea­

rlon de w1Dinena. !t.:f.'fah aey t'TtU11't; � moon, ho jea• otjrap • om 

'ol:oot tlo �h&l'p aldo of a bnr'l an' c;ivo •om a tow ricllt 

omoht 11om wid n bttl.l vih1p." 

"ll'm-t}lOY <lid got oU l!eht • d14n' t thoy 1 on« vJha t wott14 
h<'l d 0 to the bat1 OtlGO?" 

"Welle sCJDOtiiootJ dey try to ran v.wa:-:1 dGD M mek •em 
orono do;v ll.!'.n' n, l.nk d1o. 1�11 ho tie a ropo roon• cloy wrinto 

on • tl}()W hit ovoh n troG l.1mh. :'en ho J>llll 1om ap no �ey too� 
jon' t.ottoll c1e r-ronn• on' oonok 'om on clo hnolc on' 'l'OIJIP w:l.4 e 

ll(')flV'Y 1'700den pac1(1lo• f1xot1 :to.ll o' holoa. T'now wl'��t d0m 'holee 
l?P-.n for?' !�v':,r holo m0k a bl1!3:,0t:". Don M mok 'om la_v d�·1n 
on do rroan' wbilot ho bll&' E\ll t1om b11Htol"tJ tvid n rawhillo 

t"lh1p." ' 

"I sn.olll.ll tJ1ink thot woa.14 k1U !\n1 nan." 
"Devall 11Dar4 o• nobo4y c1y1n' t•m r,ittln' a boatin' • .  Jome 

oollliln' t. Wti.k fott s day er two. ;omot1IOO& dey thow aalt bt"ine 

on <Joy bnokn. 01: �JD(Ol't on turhent1no to· molt 1 t ,:··1 t l"10ll 
qatokor. '' 

ui'Joll., Z. A&�Yno�� yoa•ro �..,.lad thot �:hone dnyo are o�." 
'Jiot mo. I woo ,, hoar) �n t toll of� ilen nil r ir:t now. <\lloo 

ht\4 o�1n' to oat on'. a ple.0o to et(\V• no ooch thlntr oo 
; 

r�t tt1n' on a blaok 11 �. · IU./:�ht1 lt�"rc1 o,., r· pi1P30n olc1 o:� mo 

not. to eit no twat1ono nn' not hnvo no ro,r!'l.or 3ob." 

"ltow ol·J nro yon?" 
"t c1on't l:.n01•1, 'ano·kcy. Hohbo��J.t: o rn1nn�·a, T t11t1n1t 



3 ovr .·"oll m.v n1tolHll' w�n�· wo.:1 il'! c.1o �")npor, d1c1 I? · I coin't 

-roort, blli: tlomObO(�y ·�tyy t'loy r>llt '··ow or T lCJ fiDilCr tnrlll p1tenot' 

in Jot nnpor. '' 
MQmn 1>11ok rl.ll1m'n····od thro�h o oip,nt' box ll1)(1 broup.ht oat. 

a )Jn•�·:t o:!. 8 J.>ittoburf."h nawepmH>r. ·:lntoc1 n y. ar a..-· .. :o. It wan 

oo bndly warn tho.t it t'TOP nlmo·�t illn··iblo, bi•�· it. nhcmo4 n 

piot11�:·o of tho old womm1 on·l holow 1 t 1ftlB n 1von hor a··o, 109 • 

In onll1\V(Jl' to tlto qunt:,tinn l'O!"nrcl1n··· t ·O l�th o:Z her 
ronldOJ:CO l'n T�:lq;m. nho tlr•ld t. ·t t -'ho <11dn' t. 'I.'Omombor. 
"Oomo h\.'i'O whon t1e;v wn;J only OlK' sto'," oho IIUl••od• ''ft1t 

I 

b' lOll· t�.� ol' tllBil i:lllt:·go. Joy raiaed ootton whoro. Plant City 
1 �:! now. I p1okoil oomo oottoi'1 <loro. don I oom..� to 'rom·f.)n o.n' 

nttot» o \�Jh11G l got 8 joi:, llllt�&ln' lUotcr Pon-y Wnll'o ohillene 
Ctllltl{� folke �oq' mok out do bos' do:; oollld. .•omc o · •om 

. 
11 vo,l 1n tonto toll O.oy o oal11 oat lo, '\� tr·' ba.1,:l.ll;JhOtwo� wid 
u! 1ok•ull' -(l Jrt ohimbloyo� ., 

� 
JnJ.�ln·· only '>y t.h: n;t)'J}t-ltU'NlOO c,>f t��'.is w:lry ol�, womn, 

u· .t:' h aroJ 1 0 't�oo,l1zo i'f\O t tho UtU'H,aOhlUJo�·. 10 l'.\t1Y(�'l", .T O'hn 
' 

n�.,.tnoy �damo, vlrlttf\1 o.utho1." of 1:lio u.onroo Oootrino, won !'t0rY-

1n:1 aB th\J oow1tt.•y' 13 olxth pro�11.:1ant \·Jton t�ato Donnott loft 
• 0 

hur ru1wantod bl�olt bnby in (', Virp: lnia oo tton patoh. ·�� 1n-
toro::d1IH atlUly, C·i�l pntlont ol;J o-rono, rer-J1Pnac1 to anplono­
ant oirCl11Jl8ttlllOOB OV0r 'f'lb.iOh Slle hoo DO oontr�l1 Ollrb1V(': hor 

tomnor ln tho fr.oo of potty ts..nnoyanoea, e1 t; ti� 1n a •J11oty 
' 

allo�;,r ·\�Ji th l��:� ottr clog, aft oho ato11�1J';;wn1tu fo-r t.ho ln·�t 
ottrtaln to hor 10l1f!' dromn of llto •• 
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