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i}'I.‘ORIFH TROM BX=3TAVES
"MAMA nyo

"Who io tho oliost sottler, whito or f:olorod. that you
know of in Tampar?" |

"300 Mama Duok," tho grinnin-: elevator bey told ns, "sho
"hout a hunnort yorrs old.”

Jo dowm into tho'sorab” we wont end fomd the old wamsn
hastlin - abput 'frdm m,ehpof. to pumpe "I'ce mighty bdusy now,
oookin' broakfast," ch: oaid, "but 1f you como beok in Thout
an houy I'11 tell you what [ kin 'bouﬁ 0ld timos in Tavpa.”

Hor iacte-covored dog met us with elabovate domonstratlona
of woloam on the return vieit,

"Gwan away f£'m h:re, pot; dat gommon ain't gwine fced you
riathin; You koep yo' dirty pawe orfon his olooe." |

Momn Duok sat down on a rickoty box, motionin~- us to enothrr
on tho shaky 013 porch. "Takeo ocare yo dan't fall thoo dat ol’
flo", 6he cantionod. "Wit ‘hout roady to go to plecos, hut I
vay bohinl on ront, 80 [ cain't ask 'om to havehlt fixod."

"I voa you have no gless in tho windoww = doonnt? 4t o

you vot vhon 1t ralna?”



"ot mo, kaoo I pit8 oveh on de oddor side o' Je TOOM whon
hit ralne, 0idn't have no do', neithor, whon I movod in. Yoarg
fokks 'roun:? here usod to u~e hit fo' a 60't houso afo' I oomo.”

A gt : | |

"Courtin' fxouse. Kiép a~oém1n' attor I dono move in, an' I
had to shoo 'om ya\my. ‘Pat yaing rescal comin' ydnaah. ho ono
of 'emes I olelah to moodnece--" angd Mama Dnok raised her voioe
for tho troepssser”’s bormofit, "I wieht I had m a\romo to Xoep
.i’olke outa my :;'ahd."‘ , |

"a~a=ck, Quack, quack," tho drossede-up youns nogro mookod,
a0 he nased on, g_rrixmlrx_;'._

"Dat don't worra._mo noneg I don't let p_gt_:_l_x_i_g Worry mo -«
woryy mdma’i’tm:n eray=headed," the 0ld woman seid, as ahe
goratohed ho¥ t}dxny-oovarod domoa ."I'hrao' .braids, about the
longth: amd thWoeknoes ol & flappar's eyobrow: wtuck ont at 04l
anrlea, ond thove woro not more than a doson gray haire stroalk-
ing tho rasty blaokg | \
| "I cho' had planty chance to worry effen I wented to," cho
nased, ao kam ainped icc wator. "rom a fruilt jar.foul with dirty
fin ormrrkes "Rollof folks got mo on de black list. Doy -ive
rationo to young falke what's wukkin' and don't give me nary a
moathfule"” | | o |

"How'o that?"

"Yoll, in de fust plroo, doy wonted m to go to do po’
h:nses I wanted to take mah trank 'long, an' dey wouldn't lot
ma. I got sdno thmgo in dore [ bo'n havin! nigh onto a hunnort
vearss (ot my ol! bluo-baok' vebator, onllest book I ovah h:a,
Ygouoin meh Biblee Think I varma thow dat staff away? lio=o,



suhl" Mama Duak pushod tlo dog away fLrom a ersokod pitchow on
tho floor ond roflllod hov frait jere 750 doy blaokelist m, cngo
I won't kise doy-foota. I ain't ki:sin' mobody's foots «
wouldn't kilass my own marmy' a."

"woll, wo'd all do lota of thines for our mothors theat wo
wouldn't do for snyone eléo."

"Hoihbe you wsuld, bat not mee My memmy pat mo in & hiock'vry
bocket whon I was a day and a half 0ld, with nathin on bat mah
bolly band an' di'pere Took me dovn in de cottan patch an' oot
do bnskot on a stamp in de bilin' eun.” '

"what in the world 414 eho do that for?"

"Kaoo I was blaoke A1l 4o othah youngans wan brichte Iy
_f'*?en'mmy dons hear m: bawlin'® an' go fotch mo to-my mommy's
NONBGe

~ "pat yoa, lommy,” alv say, owoet ac ple, whon ~von'mammy
poun’ on Jdo do's ‘ |

"'von': yoa pevah call mo ‘lMammy! no mo#,' gran'mammy Say.
'Any women hat'd leave & pd‘ 1¢'1 mite lak dis to porisch to
doath atn't £1iten %o bo no dattor o' mino.’ |

"So gran'mommy tak me to Yalses I ain't nevah soen my
nanmy sonee, an' I novah wanted to."

"hat J14 your father think of the way sho troated you?"

“llovah lmow who mah Jaddy was, an' I rookon cho didn't,
nolthor. I was bamed at Richard, Virginia. !Mah eisiah an'
brothah bo'n doad ‘00 many yoers to ocount - 1 de leo' of do
fomn' 1y." |



"Do you romamhor anythins abou the Civil Uar?'
C"hat aatPn | |

"Tho Olvil’war. vhen thoy set to odavos froe."

"Oh, de fabt wnr..&on nean. I rookon I doos =~ had threo
ohillon, boye, bawmed bofo' de wore Mah faot maotah didn't
male wak none when wo was ohillens. All I dono was playe
Whon [ was qld enough to wuk. Joy tuk us to Pelman, J‘dw:]nh. I
novah wakkod in deo f;m‘lde, not don, dey a‘llua‘lot m nuns 4o
chillens. Ton [ mot marriod. IHif wen't no charoh woddin' - Wo
jea' rot mnrried 1nagéan'mammy's kitohon and wont to our ovm lor
houso. By a:' by mah mantah 80l! mo an' moh haby %o de‘man'
what had do plantation nex' to oars - his nomp o Johm T.00.

e watr ~00d to mo, an' lot me soo mah ehillons. |

‘ "Ho, I novah got no beatin'c £'m mgh mastah whbn L was 8
slava.‘ Mmliest thing I evah got wﬁs a 1i:tlo alan on de‘han',
lak dat, [An't hurt nono. Dat I'so soen oallud men on de hrad-
loy plantation rit fremmod out plerty. Vo whippin' booa wao
Joo i lvonter, & white man. He had pots 'monési; do wimmen foli';a.
an' uned to leot oomo o7 'om off 1light when do 'vearvod a ,-*o‘od
beatdin? "

"Jow woull ho panish hle 'pof gy"

"jometimos he Jes' bop 'enx'orobt do oar wid & battlin'
utiokc-" |
- "A what?" | |

"Battlin' stick, lsk ais, You‘ don't lmow what & battliﬁ'
atick 187 Well, die hore one. Usc hit for waohin' clom. You
112" 'em onta do wash po% wid de boitlin' stlok; don you lay
'om .01 do battlin' blook, dls hore stumpe Ton you beat do dirs

out 1d do hoitlin' stiok,”



"Jroat pune, thot stisk world ook a horse dovm."

"o, onhi wan't nich as hed an momd 0' de othahs fFote il0
has potn 'monget de mons, toe, bat dey ot it 1little wmeacre
dan de wimmana. !ffon dey wan't tou moan, ho jes' strap ‘en
Yorout do sharp nldo o @ bar'l en' give ‘em e Low rLg:*ht;'
ameht 110ks wid o ball whip.” |

"N'meethoy dld got off 1lisht, 41dn't thoys and vhat would
ho do to tho bad onos?”

"Woll, smeﬂmee dey try to run ewavy den ho mok 'em
oros8 doy hen'a, lak diae "en hoe tie a vopo roan' dey wriots
on' thow hit ovoh ~ {vree limhe ™en ho pall 'em up ~o 36y toos
Jon' touoh dp Froun' en' arsok 'om on 46 haok an'! rump wid e
hoavy mooden peddlo, £1xnd full o' holos. Inow what dom holes
weon Lor?  dv'y holo mok e blie:,bz-. | Don ho mok ';:m lay dovm
on do croun' whilst ho bus' all dom blistors wid o rovhide |
whip." | |

"I sronld think thnt would kill any man."

"Hevah hoard o' nobody dyin' £'m giﬁtm' a boatin'\. ome
oouldn't wnk for a day air two. omotimos Aey 'thow salt hrine
on doyl bnakn, or cmonr on turhentine to mok 1+ ~1t woll
oalokor.” :

"ell, I s> 000 yor'ro ~lad thet thone lnys are over."

%ot mee I wae » hoap o itah off den os I in nowe Allus
had supin' to oat an' a ﬁlaoe to ataye o noch thing 89
~4ttin* on a iblaok 1zt Mgty hevd on - par!a.'on 0ld az mo
not to pit no rations an' not 'hnvn no ror'lar Job."

"llow 013 are yon?"

"I don't lmow, "gnokly. lohbo~=nlt A minnte, T Aidn?t



3 ow roa my pitohor we* war in 8o Hapor, d1d I? " I cain't
road, but momobody ey doy put “ow 01 T 18 andor mah plteher
in .at napor.” | |
Mana bYuock rwnmms-od throash a olifer bc;x oand broasht oal
A nara 0a & Plstebursh newspapor, otod n y ar avoe 1t waas
50 badly worn thet 1! wan almo-t 111la-ible, ba! 1t m@vad a
plotave ol thw old womaﬁ an i holoﬁ it was pivon hor a o, 109,
In anawor t0 tho guaantlon rorardln- & o lawth ol her
rounl.io.so 1n Taipa, vhe urly t 0t e 41dn'h romembor,
"Como hoi'e whon dey way only one sto'," sho muoods "M1¥
b'loii- tu O1' man i:u7E0e 0y raided coiton vhore Plant City
13 nowe I ploiod gomo cotton dore, don I comu to Tamna an'
attor a vhile I got o joi nazein' Misier Porey Yall'o chillen.
Culluad folke jos' mok out de boa' de coulde -omv o' ‘em
livoi 1n tonts toll do& coul:i ocut lo-o a' bulld.;hourenr wid
9 lok=au1'=d Irt chimbloys.” )
| Jui~in- only by th onpepronce of t'le wiry old woman, .
1% in hord 10 voelizo tha! $ho lMassachuso’te laoryer, Tohn
“uiney Adanma, vivtasl anthor oi thio Monroo Dootrine, was orve
inr an tho ooantry's sixth proaident vhen ‘ate Bo:mett loft
hor wiwanted blaoit baby in » Virslnias ootton vatoh. An ine
toretin: study, *ida patlonf 01} orono, roalrned to anploan=-
ant ciroumstences over which sho has no control, oarbine her
tompor in the £-00 of potty ennoyanooa.ﬂeitting in a Juoty
alloy'wléh hie our dog, Aé cho 8501341y, walte for tho lat

curialn t0 hor loxne drama of llfo.,



	Folklore Stories from Ex-slave, "Mama Duck," May 19, 1937
	Recommended Citation

	/Borg/masters/F36/temp/F36-00038/pdfs/F36-00038.pdf

