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FLORIDA WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATICN

(State Office)
Exchange Building

Jacksonville, Florida

Tampa, Florida plense addrees replys
May 17, 1937. Attention:

Dr. Carita Doggett Corse,
State Director,

Federal Writera‘ Project,
Roberts Building,
Jacksonville, Florida.

Dear Dr. Corse:

I am enclosing, herewith, slave story ae copled
from some of the papers of Theodore Lesley III, who has
delved into the history of his family. I copied this verw
batim shortly after the Tampa Project was set up, and am
submitting it without change.

While this is an interview I thought 1t might be
the basis of a slave story.

I have one other interview that I made with Stephen
Harvell, which I believe was the first piece of work done for
the Projects, This also does not follow exactly the routine
nor is it in dialect, but it does give considerable infor-
mation and is the result of a great deal of questioning
covering all points that then occurred to me. I do not
know whether Hamrell is still 1living, but will find out and
probably obtain a supplementary interview with him.

Yours very truly,

B. F. BorChardt’
Local Supervisor.

BFB=RD
encCe



SLAVE INTERVIEW . TAMPA

STEPHEN HARVELL

Stephen Harvell was torn Feb, 2, 1840 1n Alachua County,
between llcanopy end the plantation that 18 now Gainesville on
the north side of the prairie once called Payne's Ferry, Deer
and other animals grazed there; My mother came from South
Carolina, They used to buy colored folks over there and bring
thom hore, Poople 1n Florlida wught the slaves in North and South
Carolinas,” and. brought them to llorida, They brought my mother
to rlorlda at 13 yeérs olc, 8he married in Floride, My father
ﬁas brought from Issis, Mississipbi, both young folks, They married
vhen old enough and I was the only one rrom them two, i/e came to
Tampa in 1856 ond stayed hére two years. There was no Gaiﬁesville
when I lived there, It was a farm, Galnesville was started by a
man 's farm, It was the community of Payne's Prcirie, There was
not much of Tamps when I came ~ere, There was not but four grocery
stores as I remembor, They were locoted Gown near where the Court
House is, 8oldlers were 1n the Garrison then. I belonged to a
mnn‘by he name of James lanlier, I think they were from Georgila,
Lanler went ouﬂ in the time of the Lig war that get tlhe colored
people freec, ‘He was c-1lled 1n that war, He was in a battle around
not so far Zrom Fort Myers; down in there somewhere in the Civil Var,
The Indlon wars 1s how came me to be here in 1856, His farm was not
. far nortneast of Plant City, very t.inly'settled then, Plant City
was a farm then, the fafm of I'r, Thomas, The Indians broke out in
the first in eh6 énd they hed 10 et together ané fort up, «ond

after that there was nothing for me and my mother to do, They fetched



the colored people off to some of hls kin folk, hired us out two
years and when tye Indlan Var was over, everybody went back to

thelr homes.from the Fort, Fort Brooke was in the nelghoorhood of
the Court House and Garrison near the foot of Fraﬁklln St, I

never gaw thc fort they had kere, All done away with but they had
soldlers 1n.the Garrion, I don't romember the Indlcns coming

here. There were three men killed not so far away trom here, Uone
nearer ﬁh&n sixtbon riles east of here. It was two men and a béy
and thoy tried to catch two more, THey had a lorse a plece out of
thelr Leam, When the Indlans shob, them they took the horses out of.
the team and ran and the Indlans rsn them half‘a mile--one white‘man
énd ne colored man, The people south cof here dldn't go t!rough the
srme ordeal as 1n the othor countles and part of the coun*try, Some
lived. An the north -and Soﬁth Carolinn, 'fThey dldn't have as hord a
time to live as in Floridn, Not as Lard as they did in Georgla and
farther back, Tiey lived in a d4fferent way ., There were not so
many colored folk aqﬁ they lived like white lived, They didn't raise
the same: things here, They ralszd some cotton and corn, peas and
potatoes, but not as much as in the other places., They nlanted for
home use, not to ship ox'i, Therc was nothing here to carry it but
weter, They had thelr own spinring wheels, There wers not many
corangee then--Jjust a few, Yard trees, but no groves, They dld not
‘start untll after the War, WNot many ships dame to Tampa. Sometimes

a montlh to go to lew York and baclkk, I used to be in the woods horse-

back two or ‘three weeks at a time for the man raised stock., I kept



his stock mostly. All over the country there was cattle, Lanler
had 500 or 600 in the woods, He kept about four hrses, Didh't<
rolse horses, They called the cattle Tineywoods Cattle, Had
lonchorn cattle and some but-headed cattle, Lanler ranzed his
cattle ih‘woodland country, on praifies and 1ond that was not f1t
for forrms, It was not drsined like now. Heavy pine forcsts, They
were turpentining a great deal., They shipped from Tampa, It was
about the orly shipring polpt. Shipped 1t to.still it and after
some time dlstllled it here and shipped nothing but the splrits, Had
8 st1ll in the Clty oi Tampa, They shipped 1t at first by stenmers
until the rnilroad came in, The ships were notamed by Tampe men,
That was 1856, Then they got phoasphate and shipped that with the
turpentine. I remember when they had the Civil War, I was dabout
twenty-oqe vears old, when there was a company camped on my Master's
lace, Confederate Soldlers. They camped there all right and were
golngs to the Army, Thére were many of them acqualnted with Lanier
and came to the louse to tell him goodbye and sald they would soon
run tho Yankees back., The Yankees woculd come .through, The Confeder-
ates told the old mn when they were out of coffee and told him they
would send him a sack'of coffre when they got to where thqy'were
golns, Two of them never got back, That Company was gotten together
from the thole country, Thelr names: One named Tack Kendrick had ,

becn Bherlff andme named Rig Brown. He was one came to the house,



He was a farmer., There was a family of Spencers here, the present
Gheriéf's crandfather was Jaller, because I wasyut 1n Jail once for
£i;hting, The Jai; House was not 1like 1t 1s rmow. It was a little
old lo;: house and 1t was not very far from wiecre the Court House is
now,

Ve had amuseﬁents same as these duys, Had log rollings, Most
ever:wody r~ised sugar canc theﬁ ant had sugar mills, Turned them
with horscs ~nd hed vats to boll 1t ~nd some had ketiles, round
kettles, They ralsed a heap of cane and bolled 1%t in vots and kettles
at difrerent places. I saw some of the Cenerals in the Garrison, 1
remember one man died; he was a Cantaln Casey and there was a General,
"ost of the In lan Wars were over th n, I didn't see many Indisns
around here, There wos one old Indlan they onlled Billie Bovilers.
They carrled him away before the Wer, They carrlied him aﬁny about
1852 or 1853, carried him up north to where Tallahassece 15 or might
have been Washington, I dén’t know, They got Billie Bowlegs on the
St. Johns River about whe?e S8anford ls-~captured him theie, I saw one
woman living out there--a young woman they shot, but the old.womnn,

a white man had her to send to Arkansas, They stopped and had dinner,
I passed where they were and saw the woman sitting in phe woson, She
was crippled, They shot her thigh, Had to shlp the Indlans to
Arkonsas,

They had = lot of mosquitoes then, ‘hey had nets, but 2 few had

screens, There had been a lot of cattle shipped from here, They used



to drive them from herc to Savenneh.,. I helped to et them out of .
the woods until the men bought them and shilpped them to'Savanhah.

I remember the stage'llne that came 1n to Tempa, statlon not very
far from tie Court Houée, between ‘he Court House and the river,
They hnd several kinds of hard roads before pavin.i, Hod plank side-
'walks and some had 1ittle blocka and set them up on the ends ;n the
.Citles. they ground some‘corn,by steam,

They did not ha&e smoke houseé. They cured the meet with sali,
They'hug holes near the sea in the sand and vrould let the salt wviater
geep throuch to purify it, They would teke the sand and put 1t in

a hopper and nour water on it, pour water on the sand, The hopper
held thé sand together and the water would drip out and they had
someﬁhing to catch 1£ and then they wbu;d bdil that for salt,

At the tlime of the War they would get out of cofrec., ‘They used
go many different things for a substitute for coffee, I used to haul
salt after the War got pretty hot, and Yankeas were scattered, ''e
used to fetech salt, Go to ﬁhe Bay and I hauled aalt with two oke
of oxen and $ot salt, The people stllled the salt, They_managed to
make vhat tizcy didn't dip out orf the Bay. They dug a hole rot far
from the Bay, not far off, get the water and they would boil that into

salt.
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