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THE ALASKAN CAVER 

Lava Tube Cave on Bogoslof Hill ,  S t .  Paul ,  Alaska 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
May 27 GI acier  Grotto Meeti ng. Meet i  ngs are he1 d i n  room 31 4 of 

Grant Hal 1 , A1 as ka Pacif ic  Unf versi ty a t  7: 30 pn. 
June 17 Glacier Grotto Meeting. Meetings are held in room 314 o f  

lGrant H a l l ,  Alaska Pac i f i c  Universfty a t  7:30 pn. The 
progran w i  1 1 be a sl i de show on Caves of A1 aska. 

June 18-20 Weekend caving t r i p  to C h l  t n a ;  see back page and cal l  
Rich Hall for d e t a i l s  a t  333-2090H or 265-3377U. 

June, 27-July 3 NSS Convention i n  Bend Oregon. D o n ' t  nSss the 
Convention t h a t  i s  and will be the closest  one to  Alaska 
I n  years. 

July 1 5  Glacier Grotto Fketlng. Meetings are held i n  room 314 o f  
Grant Hall, Alaska Pac i f i c  University a t  7:30 pn. 

August 19 Glacier  G r o t t o  Meeti ng. Meeti ngs are held i n  room 314 of 
. Grant Hall ,  Alaska P a c i f i c  University a t  7:30 pn. The 

progran w i  1 1  be an NSS sl i de show. 
Labor Day Passi hl e cavf ng t r i p  t o  Chi ti stone V a l  1 ey . 

The ALASKAN CAVER f s  a periodic pub l ica t ion  o f  the Glacier Grotto 
o f  the Nat i ona l  Spel eol ogical Society. Subscriptions are f me t o  
members. Menbership dues are $ 5  per annun. Dues can be sent  t o  
El izabeth  Rockwell a t  2944 E n o r y  S t ,  Anchorage, AK 99504, Copyright 
1981 by Glacier Grotto. Material  not copyrighted by -Individuals o r  
other groups may be eopjed by other NSS pub1 l c a t i o n s  provided credjt 
i s  given to the ALASKAN CAVER and a copy o f  such publication i s  sent 
to the editor.  

Editor:  
Richard Hall 

Pub1 ishers: 
David Moll 
Rusty Rubeck 

G R O l l O  OFFICERS 
Presf dent Julius Rockwell 
V. President David Street 
Sec seta r y  Richard Hall 
Treasurer L i  r Roc h e 1  1 
A t  Large David Moll 
Pub1 i c i  ty Barbara Ja nsen 

The cover picture o f  a lava tube cave on Bogoslof H i l l ,  S t .  Paul 
Island, Alaska was taken by Rick Robinson- See hls art ic le  on page 4. 

The beautiful nap of Cave Cake Cave on the next page was sent i n  by 
Carlene and Kevfn Allred. Their a r t i c l e  about t h e  cave appeared fn 
t h e  May 1961 Alaskan Caver. 

From the May 1981 D C Speleograph: 

CAVER BIBLIOPHILES: Missour i  Speleology, Vols,  17-10 now available. 
Send $12 f o r  ef ther volume t o  Missouri Speleology, A1 berta Z m a f  t,  
Lohnan MO 65053. V o l .  1 7 ,  1-2,  i s  on Reynolds and Shannon Counties; 
3-4 i s  or, Archaelogical 1nvestigatlons:Cave Exploratfon of the Orark 
Regfon of Central Missouri by Gerard Fowke. V o l .  18 i s  O ~ a r k  
Hydro1 ogy by Ton Aley. 





EXPLORING LAVA TUBES 

Although S t .  Paul I s land  i s  noted for i t s  seal and bird rookeries, 
there are other activit ies  t h a t  can occupy one's tine, hik ing and 
cavi  ng for  example. S t .  Paul has a f a i r l y  extensfwe road system whfch 
can take om to a number of hiking areas,  One Jn particular 1 s  a 
cross country hike of a b u t  two miles. I say cross country because o f  
t he  terrain. Tundra covered rocks, hfgh grasses and s o f t  tundra are 
what one has t o  contend wi th .  The destination f s  twin-peaked Bogoslof 
Hill. You nil1 Ix h i k i n g  t o  Bogoslof from the south; t h l s  will b r i n g  
you t o  a now-extinct explosion crater o f  which there are many around 
t h e  i sl and. This one f n partlcul ar s 1 ocated a t  the southern base of 
Bogoslof Hill. These craters  rage from 10-20 f e e t  deep a M  20-50 
f e e t  i n  diameter. The c r a t e r  o f  interest was approximately 15 f e e t  
deep and 50 feet across. 

Of par t icu la r  i n te rns t  i s  t h a t  t h l s  crater contained t-wo lava  tubes, 
both of which can be reached from inside the crater. 0 however, 
can be reached from outside the crater perimeter by c l imbing  down 20 
fee t  by rope. This l a v a  tube was approxinately 20 f e e t  from f loor  t o  
ceilfng, and 15-20 f e e t  across and 40 f e e t  long w i t h  an adjoinfr tg  
anteroom t h a t  l ead  t o  the e x i t  i n t o  the crater. Color f n the tube was 
basic  rock gray. Fron the c e f l i n g  algae and tundra were drippiq Into  
the hole prov id ing  a brilliant green c o n t r a s t  t o  the drab rock 
bac kgrou nd . 
The other l a v a  tube was not as  s p e c t a c u l a r  t a t  least not for us 
non-carers) .  I t  was reportedly several hundred feet  long. Because o f  
inadequate l i g h t  we d idn?  venture far away from the entrance. The 
tube was about 20 f e e t  wide and 7 f ee t  high. 

Fron the l ava  tubes we hiked up both peaks o f  Bogoslof and sjghted 
several nore craters. On our way back t o  the c a r  we searched f o r  
tubes in the craters we had sighted, b u t  found none, 

Weather i n  S t .  P a u l  i s  unpredic tab le  and one should be prepared w i t h  
raingear, warn  loth hi ng and comfortable shoes. 

Rfck Robf nson 

[Rick Robinson i s  a s a n i t a r i a n  for the Alaska Area Native Health 
Service and i s  often sent t o  f i e l d  l o c a t i o n s  t o  check on t h e i r  water 
and san i ta t ion  f a c i l i t i e s .  He was I n  S t .  Paul (750 a i r  mi les from 
Anchorage) on such a n  occasf on on September 20, 1981 when he took t h l s  
hjke.  Ed.]  
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M E E T I N G  C H A N G E  

Please note t h a t  the Mqy G lac ie r  Grotto m e t i n g  has been changed 
from Thursday May 20 t o  Thursday May 27. 1 

WEEKEND CAVE TRIP TO CHITNA 

JUNE 18-20, 1982 

There's caves Sn then there h i l l  s and we're out to f i n d  

then. Everyone Ss i nvf ted, especially those who always 
say they want a weekend t r i p .  k ' l  1 be huntf ng nor th  o f  

CMtna i n  the Wrsngell Mountains, There are good 

outcrops o f  the Chi t is tone and Niz ina  Limestones i n  the 
area and a road i n .  Hopefully the road will be passable; 

J f  not, we have alternative areas t o  v i s i t ,  Call RIch 
Hal 1 a t  333-2090H or 265-3337W for further t nfsmatfon. 

Glacier  G r o t t o  
The Alaskan Caver 
Richard Hal 1 , E d i t o r  
4607 K lond i  ke Court  
Archorage, Alaska 

99 504 

NEUS - DATED FlATERIAL 
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