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Getting to the Heart
Of a Florida Town

D

eLand, like many small towns in Florida, is the product of
Yankee dreams. Hemy DeLand was one of a long line of
developers, promoters, land dealers and garden-variety
dreamers who tried to bring the North south. Like others
before and after him, he found that this isolated frontier of
the late 1870s, with its unruly, subtropical environment, was not so
easily subdued or settled. He did manage, however, to create a
town with enough old-world culture and class to be dubbed the
"Athens of the South," complete with the state’s first private univer
sity, courtesy of his friend John B. Stetson.
DeLand has moved into the 21st Century with its small-town
charm intact. Stetson University’s grand architecture, Victorian
houses on tree-lined streets, and an award-winning main street have
made DeLand an oasis in the Disney-induced
sprawl of central Florida.
Challenged and seduced by growth and
development, DeLand has chosen to use its cul
tural and environmental attributes to promote
itself. Volusia County of which DeLand is the
county seat recently passed two bold and inno
vative referendums totaling $160 million. Volusia
ECHO and Volusia Forever, designed to pro
mote, preserve and develop the county’s envi2001
ronmental and cultural heritage and outdoor
e
an
resources, will, we hope, serve as a model for
balancing preservation with ecotourism promolion for counties across the state.
This is the sixth year of the Florida Gathering, an annual week
end event of the Florida Humanities Council that celebrates the his
tory and heritage of a different Florida town each year. See center
of magazine for more information. From Lake Okeechobee to
Fernandina Beach, we have found that the challenges and opportu
nities of small-town, off-the-beaten-track Florida are strikingly simi
lat The key issue for all of them is how to maintain their cultural
authenticity and civic identity in the face of staggering growth and
development; how to maintain their integrity and identity when so
many people have come from someplace else.
The Florida Humanities Council has had a hand in helping
these communities define their historical and cultural assets by
funding the development of heritage tourism resources such as
driving maps, exhibits, lectures and walking tours. Through the
Gathering, we work with civic leaders and local organizations to
help design a cultural tourism weekend that will showcase their
town. The result is a journey into the heart and soul of a real Florida
community.
Those of you who have been to the Gathering know how it
enriches and expands our sense of this multicultural, multifaceted
state. I hope that those of you who have not experienced the
Gathering will join us in DeLand for an unforgettable weekend of
cultural exploration, discovery, and community building.
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FHC would like to thank
The West Volusia Historical
Society and the City of
DeLand for helping
to make this issue of
FORUM possible.
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FHC Looking for New

Hoard Members

S

ix new members will be elected to the
Board of Directors of FHC this September.
Nominations will be accepted through August
15, 2001.
Nominees must be Floridians who are will
ing to advance the mission of the FHC.
Membership is inclusive of all races and
nationalities and represents the geographic
and demographic variety of the state. Each
member is elected to a four-year term.
In addition to participation in four board meet
ings each year, members work on committees,
evaluate grant proposals and make funding
decisions, participate in fund raising, set poli
cy, promote public humanities activities, and
direct the future of FHC.
Nominations, which should include a letter
of intent and a resume, may be directed to Dr.
Fran Gary, Executive Director, FHC, 599
Second Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
33701.
FHC is a statewide non-profit affiliate of the
National Endowment for the Humanities, gov
erned by a 23-member board. FHC is dedicat
ed to fostering community and a sense of
place in Florida by providing lifelong education
programs that explore Florida’s history, literary
and artistic traditions, cultural values and
ethics.

W

est Volusia County History Society
Executive Director Bill Dreggors travels to
six Florida cities this fall to portray Florida pio
neer Henry DeLand. The programs will serve
as a preview for the Florida Gathering to be
held in DeLand October 26 28, 2001.
-

September 19, 7:00 p.m.
Bethesda-by-the-Sea Church
1411 S. County Rd.
Palm Beach
September 20, noon
Old Fort Lauderdale Museum of History
231 SW 2nd Ave.
Fort Lauderdale
September 20, 6:00 p.m.
Historical Museum of South Florida
101 west Flagler St.
Miami
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Court and Plaza in the Spanish Atlantic,
Florida International University, Miami,
$12,833.
The Harlem Renaissance and the
Anthropology of Performance, New College
Foundation, Inc., Sarasota, $9,518.
Frenchtown: One Hundred Years of
History, 1901-2001, City of Tallahassee,
$20,000.
Through the Camera’s Eye: South Florida
History on Film & Television, Louis Wolfson
II Media History Center, Miami, $15,818.
Walking in the Footsteps of the Ancients:
An Archaeological Speakers’ Series and
Brochure, Time Sifters, Inc., Sarasota, $8,500.
USF’s Clemente Course in the
Humanities, awarded to the University of
South Florida, Tampa, $20,390.
FHC grants are awarded on a competitive
basis to non-profit organizations to fund the
planning and execution of public humanities
programs. The next deadline for major grants
more than $2,000 is November 6, 2001. The
next deadline for mini-grants and scholars
grants is August 20. For more information
about the FHC grants program, contact Joan
Braggingtonatjbraggington@flahum.org.

Fellows of the FHC

F
Bitt Draggon as Henry DeLand

Meet Henry DeLand

September 21, noon

sanities

Davis Hall, Room 130
University of South Florida
140 7th Ave. So.
St. Petersburg
October 14, 2:00 p.m.
Orange County Regional History Museum
65 E. Central Ave.
Orlando

FHC Awards Grants

T

he FHC board of directors recently awarded
the following grants to Florida non-profit
organizations:
Historical Sites of Volusia County, The
west Volusia Historical Society, DeLand,
$50,771.
Florida: Sunshine and
Shadow, Daytona Beach
Community College,
Daytona Beach,
$14,880.

HC’s class of 2000 Board of Directors
recently initiated the ‘Fellows of FHC." The
group is comprised of former board members
who want to stay in touch with one another as
well as with the activities and programs of the
Council.
All former board members received a mail
ing in March announcing the formation of this
group.
The first issue of the ‘Fellows News and
Views" quarterly newsletter just for board
members also has been mailed and contains
updates on alumni accomplishments, advoca
cy efforts, and new and on-going projects of
the Council around the state.
To date, the list of board alum has grown
to almost 60 individuals who have served on
the board throughout its almost 30-year histo
ry. If you are a former board member of the
Council and have not received any information
about the Fellows group, please contact the
FHC office at 727 553-3805.

Historic Volusia
County

Hplays were provided by Calhoun County citizens and loaned from
companies such as Best Music, Coca-Cola, GTCom, Oglesby
Plants International and West Florida Electric Co-op.
"Hosting the Smithsonian exhibit put us on the map," said
Linda Smith, board vice president for the Pioneer Panhandle
Settlement. "We gained many new and regular volunteers and
members. Our visits from schools have also increased."
To see the exhibit in Madison, folks had to go to jail the
community’s Old Jailhouse Museum, that is. And a lot of them
did.
Madison publicized the showing on billboards, banners and
yard signs and in announcements enclosed in the report cards
of every school child.The exhibit opening was heralded in late
April by a living American flag six girls dressed to resemble
the flag when walking hand-in-hand and with an unprecedent
ed tour of four of the town’s historic homes.
Some 45 local volunteers from various bridge clubs, Sunday
school classes and other groups acted as docents at the exhibit.
Instead of intoning their interpretations, they facilitated discus
sions with an average of 65 visitors a day about visions of the
future, past and present.
The organizers for the exhibit in Madison
A’Yesterdals
Tomorrows’ banner
paid particular attention to the FHC’s goals
go up in
for involving diverse groups in the commu
nity and the Smithsonian’s dedication to
"the increase and diffusion of knowledge," noted Dorothy
Brown, a founding member of the Treasures of Madison County
group.
People in Monticello visited the exhibit in their renovated
Opera House, an 1890 construction similar to many turn-of-thecentury opera houses built in Florida towns.
The exhibit, opened in June with a dinner and dance for Opera
House members, was timed to attract people attending the com
munity’s annual two-week Watermelon Festival.
"Hosting a Smithsonian Institution exhibit has boosted civic
pride," said Jan Rickey, director of the Opera House. "For the
first time, the Opera House was a destination" during this popu
lar festival.
Festival celebrants saw the Smithsonian exhibit on the firstfloor of the opera house and walked upstairs to attend theater
performances for children that were based on two 195Os radio
plays, Rash Gordon and The Mysterious Traveler. The plays’
themes of space adventure and time travel complemented the
theme of the exhibit.
The exhibit also brought in children participating in summer
programs and groups from area retirement villages. During the
last week of the showing, author Ann O’connell Rust read her
description of the opening celebration for the Opera House from
her historical novel Monticello.
"Yesterday’s Tomorrows" is scheduled to tour Inverness
through August 11, Lake Mary through September 22,
Kissimmee/St. Cloud through November 3 and Arcadia through
December 15. For further information, contact the FE-IC at 727
553-3800 or dreddyfIahum.org.
Carol Mahler
-

-

-

-

Fests, Flags, Plays, Pizzazz
Herald Exhibit in Rural Towns

I

n Blountstown, Madison, Monticello and a few other rural
Florida towns this year, people have been doing some timetraveling.
No, they haven’t discovered a "Back to the Future" time
machine. But they have experienced a mind-twisting world of
inventions created in the past by Americans who were trying to
envision the future.
This world which arrived in the form of a traveling exhibit
from the Smithsonian Institution is called "Yesterday’s
Tomorrows: Past Visions of the American Future." Its Florida
tour is sponsored by FHC and the state’s Department of Cultural
Affairs as part of the Museum on Main Street Program designed
to serve rural communities.
Each host community show-cased "Yesterday’s Tomorrows"
in its own style and in its own historic buildings.
In Blountstown, the exhibit was featured at the Pioneer
Panhandle Settlement, a collection of structures dating from
1815 through 1940 that are preserved to illustrate the folkways
of past generations. Residents opened the month-long showing
in mid-March with a performance of Crossties, a portrayal of
local history through drama and music. Later during the exhibit
showing, they enjoyed the Panhandle Folklife Festival, sponsored
by the Division of Historical Resources of the Florida
Department of State.
Blountstown-area school children added to the exhibit with a
display of art called "Mars Millennium." Other companion dis
-

-

-

-
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was the vision of a Yankee
entrepreneur who wanted
to create an Athens-like
city of education, culture
and, of course, profit, in
the wilds of Florida.
Author Mark Derr
traces the town’s origins
on the St. Johns River and
tracks its efforts to survive
as modern development
moves ever closer.
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up the slow-flowing St. Johns in 1773-74, twen
ty-five-year-old William Bartram set out from
Spalding’s upper store, a trading post on the
west side of the rivet above Lake George
where Astor now stands, and made his way
through many adventures to what is now Blue
Spring, a few miles from Lake Monroe. To the
west lay scrub and pinelands known as Indian
country where the newly forming Seminoles had
their villages and hunting grounds; to the east, the plan
tations British colonists had established following Spain’s sur
render of Florida to England in 1763. Here, too, were a number
of lakes and springs that a century later would attract white
and black Southerners seeking to escape the wreckage of the
Civil War, as well as Northerners intent on making a fortune
from citrus groves or merely escaping the foul winters of their
native cities for the supposedly healing exhalations of Florida’s
pineywoods, the medicinal waters of its springs.
The St. Johns was their destination, and it is there, on the
high pine ridge in west Volusia County the river’s eastern side,
that one finds, a century later, communities like ]JeLand, Lake
Helen, and Cassadaga, as well as state parks and a national
wildlife refuge that preserve some hint of the Florida that exist
ed when Bartram catalogued exotic flora and fauna and wit
nessed surreal natural events, like a battle of monstrous alliga
The springs that so enthralled him continue to delight and
amaze today, even while their ecological health is shaky. Here,
too, visitors find shell mounds dating back 2,000 years or more,
proof that this land has long attracted people who have found
on it what they need for a decent life.
Florida has changed radically since Paleoindians first
entered it during the last Ice Age, some 12,000 years ago. The
peninsula was twice its present size and primarily a dry savan
nah hosting mammoths, giant bison, and other animals that
within several thousand years would perish. Humans sur
vived that mass extinction, which
they may have helped cause, by
Canoers enjoy a peaceful
adapting to the new climate and
ride along the St. Johns left.
environment.
Ice sheets melted, sea
State parks and a national
levels rose, and the peninsula we
wildlife refuge in Va/usia
County preserve same hint
know today began to take shape,
of the Florida that existed in
with its springs, lakes, and rivers.
William Bortram’s day.
The Everglades were formed about
6,000 years ago.
Those changes resulted primari
ly from natural forces. But the transformations humans have
wrought over the past century and a half have in many ways
outstripped them all.
When Barfram visited, the peninsula’s population was
perhaps 35,000, down from an estimated 350,000 at Ponce de
Leon’s first landing in 1513. Spanish conquistadors, missionar
ies, colonists, and raiders from the American colonies had
extirpated the indigenous people, and the newcomers were
mostly Indians moving in from Georgia and Alabama, black
slaves and runaways, whites from Europe and the colonies.
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Since that time, Florida’s population has sky
rocketed to 16 million - 443,000 in Volusia County
- largely since World War II. These modern immi
grants have altered the look and feel of the penin
sula, its flora and fauna, its aquifers and surface
waters, and the climate itself at speeds and in
ways never before imagined. The communities
they have created are forced to deal with those
changes, which affect all aspects of life. Railroads,
roads, airports, citrus groves, farms, golf courses,
and housing developments demand resources especially land, water, and fuel - and generate pol
lution that over the years has affected nearly every
corner of the peninsula.
Now the ever-increasing population must
deal with those pollutants and with what may
become chronic water shortages while creating
more infrastructure - more roads, schools,
bridges, public transportation, stores, power
plants, and other public services - that will
enhance their lives.

I

Mark Derr is the
author of Some Kind of
Paradise and most
recently Dogs Best
Friend. His articles have
appeared in
Audubon. The Atlantic
Monthly, and The N,w
York Times, among other
publications. He ives in
Miami Beach.
Gary Monrae is a pro
fessor of visual art at
Daytona Beach
communiw College.
He is the author of Life
in South Beach and
F/orida Dreams. His new
book The Highwaymen
will be published later
this year. He lives in
DeLand. Manroes stu
dents also contributed
several images to this
issue of FORUM, which
are identified by their
credits.
10
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have periodically visited Volusia
County over the years - my parents
now live in Deltona - and 15 years ago
followed much of Bartram’s course up
the St. Johns from Palatka to Hontoon
Island. I traveled through the county
and its towns again last spring, to see how it
has managed in the rising suburban sea of Central
Florida and, in the process, to catch up with history old
and new. It is a complex story that proceeds inexorably
only in retrospect and is far from over.
Stretching from the St. Johns to the Atlantic, the
county is home to a variety of communities. There is
Daytona Beach with its broad, white sand beaches,
International Speedway, and outstanding Museum of
Arts and Science - and Ormond Beach, once a play
ground for Rockefellers and other wealthy Northerners.
There is New Smyrna, site of Dr. Andrew Turnbull’s
failed late 18th Century colony worked by Minorcans
and Italian and Greek immigrants; Deltona, the mid-2Oth
Century case study of development run amuck that was
transformed in the 1980s and 1990s into a bedroom com
munity for Orange and Seminole counties; and agricul
tural areas in the northwest that make Volusia County
the fern-growing capital of the country.
Volusia also is home to Cassadaga, the historic spir
itualist community and to the small tree-shaded town of
DeLand, home of Stetson University and the county seat.
DeLand, which has protected and refurbished its
Victorian-era buildings, has learned to make history
work for it. Now a city of 21,000 residents, DeLand and
its smaller neighbors, notably Lake Helen, appear to
have escaped some of the changes that growth has
brought. They have come to represent what is generally
and erroneously called "old Florida." This is a testament
to the extent of the state’s transformation and the desire

of a few people to hang onto some remnant of what con
vinced the first wanderers to call this peninsula home.
More important, it bespeaks a desire of people to pre
serve some sense of their historic identity in the face of
cultural homogenization brought on by shopping malls
and suburbanization. But now DeLand, too, faces the
challenge of trying to retain its historic character while
absorbing a vast new development that will increase its
population by half and alter it forever.
Volusia County and the DeLand region, remain rel
atively rich in parks and undeveloped landscapes. The
county’s prized natural areas currently include its 47
miles of beaches, springs, the Lake Woodruff National
Wildlife Refuge, and Hontoon Island State Park, which
still looks much the way Bartram observed it more than
two centuries ago.
Irs an effort to protect the area’s natural and cultural
heritage while facing this future, Volusia County citizens
recently took the dramatic step of voting overwhelming
ly for two property tax increases to purchase environ
mentally sensitive lands and to support environmental,
cultural, historical, and outdoor recreational resources.
See accompanying story. page 12.
"Central Florida is like Los Angeles 20 or 25 years
ago," said Jamie Seaman, director of the Volusia County
Growth and Resource Management Group. "These bond
issues have the potential to make a difference in Volusia
County. They help develop community pride and allow
us to stand up and say what we want to be when we
grow up."

Auto racing has long been a
tradition in Valusia County
and Daytona Beach above.
Dawntawn Deland left
boasts a thriving historical
district as well as a new
Volusia County Justice
Center, now under
construction.
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üCENTIJL FLORIDA IS LIKE LOS ANT GELES 20 OR2S Y EARS AGO. THESE BOND ISSUES...
Volusia County voters

approved separate
band issues to pro
tect environmentally
sensitive lands, like
this tributary of the
Halifax River, off Old
Dixie Highway near
Orniand Beach
above and to build,
preserve or improve
cultural and recre
ational programs.
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ecause William Bartram arrived at a
critical juncture in Florida’s history and
recorded his observations in Travels
1791, he serves as a key to under
standing how development has altered
natural Florida. Bartram surveyed a
sparsely populated landscape. Given
the growth that continues to sweep over Florida, it is fair
to ask what a visitor 200 years from now might see, and
how he would interpret the landscape and its artifacts on
what - because of global warming - may be a peninsula
significantly reduced in size. Fortunately, perhaps, the
high pine ridge in west Volusia should survive the rise in
sea levels, giving that future observer a place to stand.
Shortly after leaving Spalding’s Upper Store,
Bartram encountered a scene where Lake Dexter meets
the river that threw his senses into "such a tumult" he
feared for his life. A mass of alligators, clustered so
densely that he could have walked across the river "on
their heads," feasted in a frenzy on a run of fish pushing
to enter the narrow channel where the lake joined the St.

Johns. Although alligators made a significant comeback
from overhunting after years of protection, they are no
longer seen in those numbers on the St. Johns.
After surviving several other encounters with alliga
tors, including witnessing a fearsome battle among enor
mous males apparently fighting over females, Bartram
was able to enjoy the lush and fertile country on his way
to Lake Beresford, pausing to explore Hontoon Island
"with its delightful little bluff
Before getting caught in
a tempest that nearly drowned him, Bartram enjoyed the
view from his bluff of the east bank of the St. Johns: "The
beauteous long lake in front about North East from me,
its most distant East shores adorned with dark, high
forests of stately trees; North and South almost endless
green plains and meadows, embellished with islets and
projecting promontories of high, dark forests, where the
pyramidal Magnolia grandiflora, Palma data royal
palms and shady oak conspicuously tower."
The royal palms seem to have vanished from this
stretch of the river in the brutal freeze of 1835 that
brought famine to the Seminoles and helped precipitate

ITS HlST0’tT

Volusia Taxes to Protect Quality of Life

A

s Florida’s seemingly unfettered development loomed all
around them IS years ago, the voters in mostly rural Volusia
County set out to protect their environmental heritage. They
approved a self-taxing referendum for buying environmentally sensitive
lands - the first such bond issue of its kind in the state.
Seven years later, in 1993, civic leaders involved in that successful
effort took it a step further. They formed VolusiaVision, a nonprofit
group organized to further safeguard the environment and to develop
programs that would enhance and protect the county’s historical and
cultural identity.
To finance such efforts, they joined forces with dozens of other civic
groups to promote two $80 million bond issues that would require
property tax increases. Last year, the county’s voters decisively
approved these measures.
"I’m not aware of any other community that could float environ
mental and cultural and historical bonds at the same time;’ said Clay
Henderson, a New Smyrna native and environmental lawyer involved
in the community-backed efforts. "We can’t begin to predict all the
benefits that will flow from this combination."
The first bond issue, called Volusia ECHO, will set up an $80 million
fund to build, improve or preserve cultural and recreational programs,
such as bike and hiking trails, parks, museums, cultural arts centers,
environmental learning centers and historically important buildings and
monuments.
The second bond issue, called Volusia Forever, will create a separate
$80 million fund to buy thousands of acres of environmentally sensi

tive lands. This measure effectively will replace the 1986 bond issue,
which financed the purchase of 18,500 acres of endangered lands and
will be paid off in 2004. At that time, the new tax will take effect.
Volusia Forever funds should help protect the county’s aquifer,
which provides its drinking water and is especially vulnerable. Heavy
use and the worst drought on record have brought it to historic lows.
Destruction of pine flatwoods and wetlands for development have
blocked recharge of the aquifer.
This lack of recharge and overuse have in turn affected the flow of
water out of the springs. At Blue Spring. that reduced flow might
harm endangered manatees. Simultaneously, nutrients from fertilizers
have found their way into the aquifer in such quantity that they have
begun to appear in the springs, threatening them with ecological col
lapse. Other dangerous bacteria have washed into the waters, at
times forcing officials to close the springs to swimming.
All spending proposals will be subject to approval by the county
council. The funds will be administered over a 20-year period by the
county’s Growth and Resource Management Group.
The Volusia initiatives will allow the county to participate Filly in the
Florida Forever program approved by voters in the notorious 2000

election. That statewide program provides $800 million in matching
funds for counties seeking to improve outdoor recreational facilities,
to create greenways, trails and open spaces and to preserve imperiled
ecosystems and water resources.
In addition to Volusia County, several other Florida areas voted in
2000 to provide extra funds through taxes or bonds to purchase envi
ronmentally sensitive lands, to create greenways and trails. They
include Seminole, Alachua and Broward counties, and the city of
Jacksonville. +

ALLOW US TO STAND UP AND SAY WHAT WE WANT TO BE WHEN WE GROW UP."
the bloody Second Seminole War.
After riding out the "hurricane," the intrepid
Bartram rowed into Lake Beresford, named for a British
lord whose plantation he aimed to visit. With 60 slaves
the plantation was a sizable operation on land Bartram
deemed suitable for all sorts of agriculture because of its
mix of high, well drained soils and rich lowlands prime
for drainage. The lake abounded with fish and fowl,
while the uplands hosted everything from quail and
turkeys to deer, feral hogs, wolves and bears.
Bartram traveled overland from the plantation to
Blue Spring, one of the largest springs in a peninsula
renowned for its springs. "The water," he wrote in his
Travels, "is perfectly diaphanous, and here are continual
ly a prodigious number and variety of fish; they appear
as plain as though lying on a table before your eyes,
although many leet deep in the water." Though clear, the
water was foul-tasting and smelly. "A pale bluish or
pearl coloured coagulum covers every inanimate sub
stance that lies in the water," he observed. Yet it was a
haven for aquatic animals in the winter, as today it is a

gathering place for the endangered mana
tee and, because of them, a major tourist
attraction.
Once developed as a private recre
ational area, Blue Spring suffered signifi
cant erosion and loss of vegetation espe
cially on the slopes leading to the water.
Then in 1973, the state purchased the
spring and began a comprehensive ecolog
ical restoration of the vegetation. Today,
Blue Spring, with its distinctive coloration,
probably looks more like it did when
Bartram visited than it did a quarter centu
ry ago, notwithstanding the decline in
flow and water quality.
On his journey, Bartram encountered
several noteworthy tumuli south of Lake
Dexter, including the shell bluff on
Hontoon Island, pointing to Indian cultures that
remained dynamic for thousands of years. For much of
that time, if not all, people traveled by dugout along the

A monument marks the
site of the first house in
DeLand above.
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St. Johns and the lakes and spring runs that served as its
tributaries, trading with tribes throughout the peninsu
la. The Hontoon Island shell mound shows signs of con
tinuous human occupancy from I AD. to the mid-1700s.
Archaeologists have found in it the remains of 48 species
of animals and 28 species of plants, indicating that the
people had a remarkably diverse diet, as well as bone
pins, awls, tool-worked wood, and a dugout canoe pad
dle. Thursby Mound at Blue Spring named for the
house Louis Thursby built there in 1872, was occupied
from 400 to 800 AD, and has yielded pottery effigies of
plants and animals, including a dog.
The people in this region are often referred to as
Mayaca and appear to have occupied a kind of border
zone between the limucua language group in northeast
Florida and southeast Georgia at the time of the first
European Contact and the Calusa to the south. The
Timucua practiced agriculture, while the Calusa devel
oped a sophisticated, nonagricultural society. Spaniards
first settled along this section of the St. Johns Rio de San
Juan in 1570 when they established a sugar plantation

THE HONTOON ISLAND SHELL MOUND SHOWS SIGNS Of CONTINUOUS HUMAN
and mill at what is now called DeLeon Springs
- because of the 19th Century myth that Ponce
visited there in search of the Fountain of Youth
- feeding lakes Woodruff, Spring Garden, and
Dexter. The mill and farm were abandoned in
short order. Repeatedly rebuilt and destroyed
over the next three centuries, it is now the pop
ular Old Spanish Sugar Mill Grill and Griddle
House in DeLeon Springs State Park.
There followed a protracted period of flux,
punctuated by the arrival and, frequently, the
departure of new settlers - British, runaway
slaves, Indians, white planters from the
Carolinas and Georgia, soldiers out to drive off
the Indians, poor whites. Florida became an
English colony, a Spanish colony for the second
time, then a territory and state of the United
States, the Confederacy, and the United States
again. Never very numerous, the settlers made
their living by farming, trapping, trading, hunt
ing, herding feral cattle, and raising horses. In
1860, there were 1,158 people in Volusia County
25 percent of them black, and the majority lived
along the St. Johns.
The Civil War did not leave Florida
unscathed. It became a battleground for armies
and feuding Southern "regulators" and Union
sympathizers, a haven for smugglers out to
bypass the Union blockade of the Confederacy
and for deserters and runaways from both sides
of the conflict. And the war left its mark on the
state for more than a century as renmants of
Southern attitudes and ingrained racism that
were enshrined in law for decades following
Reconstruction have lingered despite massive
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OCCUPANCY FROM 1 A.D. TO THE MID-1700S.

immigration and development.
DeLand itself is often referred to as a "Southern"
town, no matter that it was founded after the war by a
Northern businessman and its university draws many
of its students from the North. For many years after its
founding, DeLand’s hotels proudly advertised that they
had "white help only," according to city historian Bill
Dreggors, and for decades it had an active and potent
Ku Klux Klan chapter. Yet Dreggors, a DeLand native,
also remembers delivering ice in Spring Hill, the unin
corporated black section of southwestern DeLand, dur
ing the Great Depression and whites and blacks work
ing side by side in the citrus groves. A handful of promi
nent families have long formed an oligarchy in DeLand,
although their influence is waning, according to
observers of the local political scene. Understanding the
complex, shifting racial and class systems in this region
is a challenge to social historians.
The great grandfathers of Bill Dreggors, who serves
as executive director of the DeLand House and
Museum, walked from Appomatox to Brunswick, Ga.,
and from there to Lake City and Palatka before home
steading in 1866 near what became DeLand. "They were
poor whites," Dreggors says, "crackers. Their cabins
had dirt floors, which is where the term ‘dirt poor’
comes from." A font of DeLand lore, Dreggors has
achieved some fame for his impersonation of Henry
DeLand at city festivals and in schools. "The schools
don’t teach history anymore," he grouses.
CONTINUED ON PAGE lB

Hontoan Island State Pork top left is accessible by ferry left and pop
ular with tourists. Shell mounds an the island top, center are on
archaeological treasure, revealing Ii centuries of continuous human
habitation on the site. Blue Spring draws swimmers and "tubers"
above.

EXPLORING FLORIDA ONE TOWN AT A TIME

PROGRAM
Friday, October 26
Preconference Discovery Tours
Cruise to a Place of History
As we voyage down the Halifax River, Captain Mark Sheets will
reveal the secrets of this spectacular yet fragile riverine ecosystem.
We’ll disembark at Ponce Inlet Lighthouse, America’s tallest light
house still stationed in its original location, where we will be joined
by Ann Caneer who will recount the history of the tower and
describe the tumultuous and painstaking efforts to preserve this
extraordinary historic monument. We will tour the nautical museum
and learn about the largest English colony ever attempted in the
New World, now called New Smyrna Beach.

OCTOBER 26-28

Visit the Lost Plantations

2001
oin the Florida Humanities Council for a
weekend celebrating DeLand, a vibrant
Victorian-era river town with cultural
and educational attributes earning it the
nickname, ‘Athens of the South"
We’ll explore the area’s rich brew of his
tory created by Native Americans and pio

J

neer settlers, enslaved African-Americans and

rich Yankees, spiritualists and adventurers.
We’ll trace their lives along Florida’s water
highway the lush St. Johns River and learn
about modern-day struggles to preserve their
legacies.
Discover the opulent mansions, the river of
lakes and the lost sugar plantations.
Visit the lovely, historic campus of Florida’s
oldest private university.
Hear from the citizens who led Volusia
-

County

-

last year to support two self-taxing

referendums that champion culture and the
environment.

Tear out the envelope mailer and return it to
FHC. You will receive a brochure and a regis
tration form. Or, visit the H-IC Website at
flahum.org for complete information about
registration and hotel accommodations.
Registration fees are $160 for members and
$190 for non-members and cover scheduled
meals, programs and entertainment.

Long ago. sugar ruled the lives of settlers
along the Halifax River. Some lived sweetly
from the cane, but most were slaves to its cul
tivation. Today, only ruins remain as markers
of what was once a vital and sustaining way of
life. Archaeologist Jay Bushnell and historian
Pat Griffin will lead us on a guided tour into
places where there are no guided tours. We
will visit the ruins at Three Chimneys,
Dummett and Bulowville, journeying deep into
areas that are permanently closed to the pub1k. This unique tour offers a rare glimpse into
a chapter of Florida history that few visitors
are ever afforded.

The History of Florida in 40 minutes
Dinner with Michael Gannon

-

Join a Florida treasure and FHC’s favorite son, Michael Cannon,
distinguished service professor emeritus of history at the University
of Florida, for dinner and a humorous, insightful exploration of our
state. Acclaimed scholar, teacher, author and former Florida Gator
football commentator, Cannon, will guide us through Florida’s rich
and diverse history, from Spanish colonial times through World War
II. This engaging and memorable event will bring you up to speed
on everything you have ever wanted to know about the Sunshine
State.

Saturday, October 27
Gathering Tours
Imagine Life at the Manse and the Ranch
In the aftermath of the Civil War, prominent New York wine
importer Frederick deBary built his Italianate mansion, an enclave of
Yankee opulence, between a post-Confederate cattle ranch and a
tourist resort. All depended upon the labor of recently freed
African Americans. Historian Tom Baskett will describe how these
societies mixed and managed as we tour the newly restored man
sion, the former ranch and the resort’s remains, today under threat
by encroaching Deltona.

Discover the Highwaymen
The Highwaymen were a group of 15 self-taught painters from
Fort Pierce who worked their way out of poverty selling Florida
landscape paintings from the back of their cars in the I9SOs and
The Florida Humanities Council gratefully acknowledges the support and contributions of
our ca-sponsors: Cultural Council af Valusia County, Stetson University. The Daytona
Beach News-Journal. Main Street DeLond Ass,s., West Volusia Tourism Bureau and the
west Volusia Historical Society.

HIG

HLIGHTS

Highwaymen art

from her book. The film features Julie Harris, Mickey Rooney and base
ball legend Joe DiMaggio.

Embark on a Photo Safari
l960s. Join Gary
Monroe, author of
The Highwaymen:
Florida’s African

American Landscape
Painters, for a look at
the paintings and the story behind this fascinating group of painters
whose romantic images of Florida are recapturing the imaginations of
Floridians and fetching escalating prices.

Stroll through the South’s ‘Athens’
Architect Sid Johnston will take us for a stroll through DeLand’s treeshaded downtown. We’ll visit its historic courthouse, museum and the
ater buildings and stop at a fascinating Victorian architectural salvage
operation. We’ll enter the Stetson University campus to see its 100year-old chapel and its Gillespie Museum, where 25,000 gems and min
erals are on display.

Ride the Water Highway
We’ll navigate Florida’s first roadway to discovery, the St. Johns River
Our guides will be Captain Jim Kemp and author Bill Belleville River of
Lakes: A journey on Floridas St. Johns River. We’ll cruise through lakes
around historic areas of Native Americans, pre-Civil War settlers and
home of some of the river’s natural inhabitants, manatees.

Visit a Metaphysical Mecca
We’ll tour the quaint Victorian town of Cassadaga, a center for spiri
tualism established in the late 19th Century. One of the town’s senior
mediums will be our guide, along with Phil Lucas, associate professor of
religious studies at Stetson University and a principal author of
Cassadaga: The South’s Oldest Spiritualist Community.

Place Florida in Prose
What did great American novelist Stephen Crane, naturalist writerillustrator James Audubon and civil rights historian Howard Thurman
have in common? All three used Volusia County places in their work.
We’ll hear about Florida Writers-Florida Places from Ellen Smith,
recently retired Stetson University English professor

Track the Sport of Speed

Preview a Singular Art Trove
We’ll get a sneak peek at an
original antique collection of
newspaper-themed posters by
such artists as Henri de
Toulouse Lautrec, R.F
Outcault, Alphonse Mucha and
Winsor Mckay. The posters
represent such artistic styles
as the photo-real, the cartoon,
Art Nouveau, Art Deco and
Cubism. The Daytona Beach
News-Journal is preparing a
book and public exhibition of
the collection for 2003.

Relive Pioneer Days
We’ll see how old ways and
old days retain their vigor at
the Pioneer Settlement for
the Creative Arts, where
spinning, soap-making and
Antique Newspaper poster
other practical arts are still
part of life. Take a memorable journey through turn-of-the-century
Florida with Tuck Russell, caretaker of this enchanting Florida Treasure.

Visit a Town at a Crossroads
Lake Helen, one of Florida’s most beautifully preserved small towns,
is beloved by residents determined to protect its historic character
But a big development is going up just west of town. To the south,
Cassadaga - a small Victorian town and Spiritualist center- faces
threats of encroachment. Should Lake Helen annex Cassadaga to pre
serve it? Our guides will be Lake Helen Mayor Mark Shuttleworth and
T Wayne Bailey, Stetson professor emeritus of political science.

Bike Along the Byways

Explore the lore and legend of fast-car rac
ing, the sport that made Daytona
Beach world-famous. Archivist But
McKim will take us through a centu
ry of the races. Then we’ll tour
the Daytona U.S.A. museum and
get a behind-the-scenes look at the
mammoth Daytona International
Speedway.

Bring your bicycle and tour the canopied roads of historic Spring
Garden. We’ll leave our cars at DeLeon Springs State Park and pedal
along Volusia County’s first designated scenic road to Lake Woodruff
and back, about I 2 miles total.

Sunday, October 28

See a Book
Become a Film
Noted children’s author Gail Radley
will tell us about her book The Golden
Days, which focuses on the Clyde
Beatty/Cole Bros. Circus headquar
tered in DeLand. Filmmaker Gary
Rogers will join her in a showing of the
Ill-minute film The First of May. adapted

We’ll be up early and into the big Lake Woodruff Wildlife Refuge for
sightings of bald eagles, swallowtail kites and other inhabitants. Our
trail guides will be documentary photographer Gary Monroe and refuge
manager Henry Sansing. Breakfast is at the Old Spanish Sugar Mill flip
your own flapjacks!. Then, if you wish, swim at IDeLeon Springs.

Early auto racing

Arise on Sunday to breakfast and the sweet
sounds of gospel and bluegrass music provid
ed by the Jackson Creek String Band. You
won’t want to miss a provocative discussion
of how Volusia County citizens came togeth
er to support $160 million in self-taxing
bond referendums to preserve their extraor
dinary natural and cultural resources.

-0PRESEkYlI’G

,

IISTEfly TO .IDVYE

FLITU

J
UNDERSTANDING THE COMPLEX, SHIFTING RACIAL AND CLASS SYSTEMS IN THIS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 14

reedmen came into Florida in larger
numbers than to any other state, many of
them to buy homesteads. New Smyrna
and Ponce Inlet became the sites of the
two largest colonies. Abolitionist physi
cian John Milton Hawks and his wife,
Esther Hill Hawks, established a settle
ment of several hundred freedmen at New Smyrna in
1866, out of altruism and a desire to have laborers for
their Florida Land and Lumber Company. A year later
General Ralph Ely brought 1,000 freedmen from
Charleston, S.C., to Ponce Inlet. Both settlements
failed relatively quickly, according to Leonard
LempeL a professor of history at Daytona Beach
Community College and an expert in AfricanAmerican history in east Volusia County.
Many of those freedmen, who represented a third
of all those who settled in Florida during
Reconstruction, migrated to Daytona Beach or
Jacksonville to find work. But others apparently
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The Dykes family attends
Motheà Day services at the
Antioch Freewill Baptist Church
in DeLand top. An old grave
stone testifies to the tawn
Southern mats above.

moved to west Volusia to work in the orange groves
or in the timber and turpentine camps. Another
freedmen’s community Garfield, sprang up near
Enterprise, but all that remains of it is an overgrown
cemetery.
Steamboats opened the St. Johns to new settle
ments and tourism following the Civil War. Tourists
were notorious for their savage slaughter of every
animal they saw and for laying waste the areas
around landings and springs by taking foliage and
animals. The level of destruction reached such
heights that some steamboat captains sought to limit
the shooting from their decks, for fear no animals
would survive and tourism would decline. The
demand for fuel, for construction, for naval stores
turpentine and rosin distilled from pine sap com
bined with the clearing of land for citrus groves to
denude large tracts of land, further diminishing the
appeal of the region to prospective settlers.
From the 1850s through the l880s, the primary
destination for St. Johns steamboats was Enterprise,
site of the famous Brock House. Jacob Brock, the

Listeners enjoy an out
door concert down
town before a mural
depicting Deland’s
early settlers left.
Following the Civil War,
steamboats made
Enterprise and the
famous Brock House
below one of the
cauntrys mast popular
tourist destinations.
Today it is a quiet
cornmuni4’ noted for
its historic Episcopal
Chapel below, left.

Scenery, Climate, and History, a guide book he wrote in
1875 for the Great Atlantic Coastline Railroad, "and there
are many stories told of cadaverous persons coming here
and turning out successful huntsmen and fishermen, of
ruddy face and portentous appetite, after a few weeks."
Lanier had no such luck; he died of tuberculosis in 1881.
The Brock House
unifi the Great Depression
and then been destroyed,
tourism having long since

REGION IS A CHALLENGE TO SOCIAL HISTORIANS.
owner, put the first steamboats on the river before the
Civil War. After the war, his steamboats served as the
dominant form of transportation on the aquatic super
highway into Florida’s midland. As the southern termi
nus for large steamboats moving up the St. Johns, and
thus the place everyone had to visit, if only briefly,
Enterprise became one of the country’s most popular
tourists destinations.
Although serving as the county seat, the town itself
was small, with one dock, and the Brock House itself
capable of holding only 50 guests at a time. From
Enterprise, tourists transferred to smaller steamers for a
trip south across the lake into the twisting of channels of
the St. Johns, nearly to where the river begins its 310crawl north to Jacksonville and the Atlantic. They
traveled overland to New Smyrna on Mosquito
also
mile
Lagoon and Titusville on the Indian River or further
to hunt in the palmetto prairie. And, they flocked
around the springs and lakes near Enterprise to take the
inland and mI-tale the atmosphere of the pine flatwoods.
waters
"Consumptives are said to flourish in this climate,"
said the poet and musician Sidney Lanier in Florida: Its

shifted to the coasts.
Enterprise itself is now a
tiny community a mere
shadow of its past glory,
- 9_
.-closed in by Interstate 4,
Deltona, and Lake Mon
roe and noteworthy primarily for its historic Episcopal
Chapel and Methodist Children’s Home.
Among the wealthy tourists making the trip up the
St. Johns on the Brock line in the years following the Civil
War was the German-French nobleman, Count Samuel
Frederick deBary. He had moved to the United States in
1851 to sell mineral water and champagne produced by
C. H. Mumms and Company, which was owned by his
brothers. Visiting Florida in 1870, he saw endless oppor
tunities for hunting, entertaining, and profit taking. He
set about building the grandest hunting lodge on the
river.
Dc Bary’s 7,000 square-foot, two-story house sat Just
a few miles north of Enterprise on the pine ridge over
looking the St. Johns and the spring-fed pool. The
Federalist style house, with a central stairway and wrap-
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around second story porch, reached through floorto-ceiling windows from each room, was in later
years called a mansion. But that name applies only
when the building is compared with other struc
tures in the area. For all its size and elaborate
wind- and steam-powered plumbing systems, it
lacks the fine architectural detail of mansions of
the era. In addition to the house, a number of out
buildings are still standing in fine condition.
DeBaiy planted extensive groves, and main
tained a large hunting preserve in the pine flatwoods of his 9,000-acre estate. In keeping with tra
dition, deBary’s workers burned the pinelands
annually to thin the understory to make it easier
for his guests to hunt with hounds and pointers
from his kennels. DeBary also entertained heavily
plying his visitors with extravagant meals and
champagne - so much champagne that the
upturned bottles were used to edge the flower
beds.
In 1876, deBary entered the steamboat busi
ness on the St. Johns, providing the first real com
peition for Brock and soon surpassing him. In the
l880s, deBary had 3,000 orange trees producing
crops worth $10,000 a year, according to Tom
Baskett, a public historian with the Volusia County
Growth and Resource Management Group. With
historic preservation planner Thomas W. Scofield,
Baskett has supervised the county’s comprehen
sive $2.2 million restoration of DeBary Hall.
Although furniture is lacking - what remained

LIKE TRAVELERS BEFORE HIM, DELAND FELL IN LOVE WITH THE LONGLEAF PINE
was sold when the last American deBary
died in 1941 - the structure has been revi
talized- Baskett and Scofield also have
assembled a prize-winning exhibition,
detailing the history of the house and
grounds from its construction to the pre
sent and reflecting on the development of
the area.
The year deBary entered the steam
boat business, New York baking powder
manufacturer Henry DeLand traveled up
the St. Johns from Jacksonville to
Enterprise with his brother-in-law, OP.
Terry. From Enterprise, the two men head
ed north through low sandy country that
DeLand deemed undesirable because it
was bug-infested, hot and dense with pal
mettos and snakes. But then the pair came
onto the pine ridge Bartram had celebrated,
running from deBary’s hunting lodge to a
small community on Lake Beresford called
Persimmon Hollow, and DeLand’s attitude
changed.
Like travelers before him - Indians of
various tribes, Spanish, English, and
American settlers - DeLand fell in love
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PRESERVING ITS US OY [0 SURVIVE

FLATWOODS THAT DOMINATED THE

with the longleaf pine flatwoods that dominated the
ridge. The trees rose straight and tall over an understory
kept thin by periodic fires set by humans and lightning.
Convinced he had all the wealth he would ever
need, DeLand, like other businessmen who figure
prominently in the making of modern Florida, deter
mined that the way to make his mark on the world was
to build a town named for himself. Land was relatively
cheap and opportunities abounded, he believed, for a
properly industrious person to turn the earth into riches
through oranges and hotels for winter guests.

FJru-:

Determined to devote his town to education and
culture, as well as profit, DeLand dubbed it the "Athens
of the South," hardly original, but good for advertising.
DeLand sold his share of the baking powder business to
his nephew and began selling lots to Northern settlers
with a promise to buy the property back, should they
decide to leave.
To enhance his town, DeLand established a school
in 1883. In 1885, he affiliated his new academy with the
Florida Baptist Convention an affiliation since dis
solved, and the school was renamed the DeLand
Academy and College.
In 1886, pressed for cash after a
RIDGE.
freeze persuaded many growers to
take DeLand up on his money-back
guarantee, he persuaded his friend, the hatmaker John B.
Stetson, to visit his new town.
Stetson disliked the town, Dreggors says, and was
reluctant to become involved in its affairs, but at the urg
ing of his wife and Henry DeLand, he began to con
tribute to the school, and in 1889, it was renamed John B.
Stetson University. Stetson also became a major benefac
tor of the town, building an icehouse, depot, citrus pack
ing house, and the first electric plant- Deeply shaded and
immaculately kept, the 165-acre Stetson campus anchors
the north end of Woodland Boulevard, the town’s main
street, just as the retail district dominates the south end.
County and city offices lie to the east and west, within
easy walking distance. That compactness alone gives
DeLand the intimate feel of a place where one can live
without a car, although few people dare.
On the National Registry of Historic Places, the pic
turesque campus sports a number of significant build
ings. DeLand Hall dates from 1884. The first building
commissioned on campus by Stetson was Elizabeth Hall,
a brick homage to Independence Hall in Philadelphia,
named in honor of his third wife. Industrialist Henry
Flagler donated money for construction of Flagler Hall
in 1902, built in the Mediterranean style he favored, with
the proviso that his name not be associated with the
building or university until after his death. Flagler’s

Count Samuel
Frederick deBary set
tled in the area and
built a 7,000 squarefoot home and hunting
lodge below, left to
attract visitors. Harlan
Hutchins paints shut
ters for the house lefi,
the final touches on a
$2.2 million restoration.
Though lacking furni
ture, the house features
an exhibition of historic
artifacts- Humbler
structures have also
been preserved, such
as the general store at
Batherville’s Pioneer
Settlement above.
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CTION TO A FLORIDA THAT EXISTED BEFORE MASSIVE SLJBU

The Stetson
University class of
2001 celebrates
graduation day on its
shady, immaculately
kept campus above.
Among the historic
structures found
there is DeLond Hall,
built in 1884 right.

drive down the east coast with his railroad helped redi
rect the dominant pattern of Florida’s development from
the St. Johns to the Atlantic, so his contribution to inland
DeLand has a trace of irony about it. Neoclassical
Sampson Hall rose in 1908.
Like the University, DeLand is rich in architectural
and historic gems for such a small town. They include the
Henry DeLand House, built in 1886 and restored in 1990
as a museum, where Bill Dreggors holds court; the
Volusia County Courthouse, its restoration nearing com
pletion; Stetson’s home, now a museum; the Greater
22
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Union First Baptist Church in Spring Hill, dating
from 1880 as a congregation, 1895 in its current loca
tion; the Athens Theater, now under renovation;
and the Sun Trust Bank building, built in 1898 as the
home of Dreka Department Store.
Much of downtown DeLand itself burned in
1886, when a patron dropped a lit cigar on the saw
dust floor of Wilcox Saloon. To forestall future cata
strophes, city leaders mandated that buildings in
the business district be constructed not of wood but
of brick, a decision that lent some permanence to
the town because Florida’s climate and insects are
not always kind to wood structures. The city also
promised to give residents a tax break of 50 cents for
each oak tree they planted but soon had to abandon
the program for fear of bankruptcy. Those oaks are
long gone, but the city’s older neighborhoods are
deeply wooded, with overarching oaks, stately
pines, and palms, not to mention gardens that resi
dents maintain.
DeLand’s commercial center on the south end of
Woodland Boulevard has a relatively new streetscape,
with fresh plantings, streetlights, awnings and pavement
that enhance the turn-of-the-century design of many of
the buildings. It is a self-conscious bid to restore the feel
and personality of a past era.
With DeLand’s energetic support, the young town
and its environs grew quickly, soon outpacing Enterprise
in size and importance. In 1883, DeLand decided to build
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a resort hotel on a nearby lake he named Helen, after his
daughter. He also erected a sawmill to provide lumber
for the construction and opened his opulent Harlan
Hotel, named for his son, in 1884. After two severe
freezes in 1894-95, Lake Helen fell into decline, which the
Depression deepened. Today, it is a small town known
mostly for its laid-back character, its artists, trails, and
Victorian houses.

I

n the southwest corner of Lake Helen is the
Cassadaga Spiritualist Camp, established in
1894 by George Colby and now on the
National Registry of Historic Places. The 57acre camp, owned by the Southern Cassadaga
Spiritualist Camp Meeting Association
members can own their homes and are given
lifetime leases to the land, is the "oldest active religious
community in the Southeastern United States," accord
ing to the group’s publicity. See accompanying story
A century is not long in the world’s history - less
than a microsecond - but in the time that these commu
nities have existed, west Volusia County has changed
radically Some of the towns have barely survived the
changes. Enterprise was already in decline when the
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Like the uniyersit$ the
area is rich in architec
tural gems, among
them the DeLand
Mansion above; the
Lake Helen house in
Edgemoor right; the
Artisan, a newly
restored B&& below;
as well as o number of
stately old homes like
this one below, right.

RBAN SPRAWL... DRAWS A NUMBER OF PEOPLE TO TOWNS LIKE DELAND TO LIVE.
ascendant DeLand, with its three
riverboat landings, hijacked the coun
ty seat in 1888. Since then, it has faded.
Others, like DeLand, have suffered
through natural and human disasters
and changing fashion, but more
recently learned to make history work
for them by presenting themselves as
links to a bygone world.
That sense of connection to a
Florida that existed before massive
suburban sprawl and spider webs of
multilane roads filled the landscape,
draws a number of people to towns
like DeLand or Winter Park to liveThe communities are small but literate.
The architecture has character, and, in
the case of DeLand, there is a sense that one can get out
into something approaching pristine nature. The irony,
of course, is that those quintessential creators of the con
temporary world - air conditioning and cars - make that
possible, for people can live in comfort year ‘round and
commute to jobs in more prosperous areas. DeLand, like
Volusia County in general, has a median income several
thousand dollars below the rest of the state.
The primary lure for many late 19th Century settlers
was oranges. Oranges came to Florida with the first
Spanish colonists and quickly spread around the penin
sula, the seeds carried by birds, animals, and people.

War and political uncertainty kept the groves, like the
population, relatively small until the early 1870s when
orange fever gripped the state. Prime citrus land sold for
as much as $7,000 an acre, an amount affordable only to
the wealthy. Florida growers imported 200 million
oranges, trees, and cuttings from the Mediterranean and
West Indies in 1874-75 alone, and by 1880 had some 60
varieties under cultivation, far more than those grown
conunercially today. DeLand’s own Chinese immigrant,
Lue Gim Gong, achieved some renown for his horticul
tural work on grapefruits and oranges.
With the exception of the freeze in 1885-86 that

F,4LL

2001

23

Spiritualist ‘Mecca’ a Historic Haven

S

piritualist medium George P Colby said it was spirit
guides, particularly a deceased Indian chief named Seneca,
who led him more than I 25 years ago to the rolling hills
and lakes that would become the "meta
physical mecca" known as Cassadaga.
He was also led to the site by the St.
Johns River, the water highway that led
most adventurers through the wilds of
Florida back then.
In 1894,20 years after Colby discov
ered the pastoral site, he and others
founded the Cassadaga Spiritualist
Camp, a winter refuge for people who
practiced a religion based on nine princi
ples, including the belief that the living
can communicate with the dead. The

camp occupied 57 acres in the south
west corner of Lake Helen, between
Orlando and Daytona Beach.
Today, Cassadaga is said to be the old
est continuously active spiritualist com
munity in the South. Though it is still
called a "camp:’ it is actually a quaint
Victorian community with a bucolic, rus
tic atmosphere, historic homes, narrow
streets shaded by live oaks weighted
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with Spanish moss, and parks and trails, most notably Spirit Pond.
As recently as last spring, this pond stood dry - victim of the
100-year drought plaguing much of Florida and of development
that disrupted natural drainage decades agoThe town’s buildings, most constructed between the I890s
and 1920s, include such architectural

styles as bungalow, colonial revival and
frame vernacular. Wooden signs hang out

side many of them, identifying residents as
a "certified medium" or "certified spiritual

healer"
According to a camp brochure, such

residents help people from all over the
world who seek "solace and personal clo
sure in the knowing, through mediumship,
that their loved ones are alive and well in
the SpiritWorld’ Other visitors seek
spiritual or physical "healing" or just a
place of solitude and reflection, the

brochure states.
Outside the camp boundaries are vari
ous unaffiliated card readers and fortune
tellers intent on capturing the trade of

tourists who come to see Cassadaga.
An old postcard depicts the entrance to the Cossodago
Spiritualist Camp left. Worshipers meditate during
services at the camp today above.
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dented DeLand’s finances, the citrus industry flourished
from 1870 through 1893, with the size of the crop rising
from I million to 5 million boxes. In 1894-95, two brutal
freezes wiped out groves across the state, dropping pro
duction to 147,000 boxes. Henry DeLand was ruined, as
were many other growers.
The freezes inspired Henry Flagler to push his rail
road south to Miami and ultimately Key West. That
change, combined with development on the West Coast
around Tampa by Henry Plant and his railroad compa
ny, spelled the demise of the St. Johns as the state’s major
transportation route. The arrival of cars and the roads

DeLand’s economy today is supported primarily by
Stetson University, county and city government offices
and courts, a large state Department of Transportation
regional office, and commuters heading out of town to
Daytona Beach, Cape Kennedy with its space flight cen
ter and high-tech businesses, and Orlando and environs.
The major local industrial employer is Kendall Co., a
maker of syringes.
Following the freeze that knocked out citrus and
isolated it from the sprawling growth that was spread
ing across Orange and Seminole counties, DeLand deter
mined to rebuild its downtown economy and its image.

TODAY, OCCUPANCY IN THE HISTORIC RETAIL DISTRICT STANDS AT 93 PERCENT.
they demanded solidified that. After World War II, the
major interstate highways bypassed DeLand as well. By
then the city had survived the Depression, during which
it sharply reduced its size, and World War II, which
brought a Naval aviation training facility and tugboat
dry dock to the city, providing needed jobs. Cypress and
other trees were clearcut and turpentine production
redoubled in the flatwoods. The lives of turpentine
workers, largely low-paid blacks, were especially brutal.
Citrus had once again begun to flourish. But killer
freezes in the mid-1980s drove a stake through citrus
throughout Central Florida. Around DeLand, 10,000
acres of groves were destroyed, according to Bill
Dreggors, and no more than 10 percent of those were
replanted. Development across central Florida in the
wake of Disney World had made land too valuable for
citrus. Similarly the cattle and horse ranches have
become more valuable for their development rights than
for their livestock, with the possible exception of Spring
Gardeiz a ranch devoted to breeding and training tmt
ters. Despite the decline in agriculture, more than 90 per
cent of the ferns grown in the United States come from
DeLand and the communities to its north, like Seville.
Important as this agricultural component is,

F

aced with an occupancy rate of 50 percent
in the city’s business district because of a
flagging economy, local merchants
formed
the
Mainstreet
DeLand
Association in 1984. Together with city
officials and the Florida Main Street
Program of the state Bureau of Historic
Preservation part of the Department of State, the asso
ciation set about securing grants and pouring money
into a six-block historic district in the old downtown
along Woodland Boulevard and its cross streets. They’ve
succeeded in making it look much
like it did a century ago, according
to Mayor David Rigsby and Taver B.
Cornett, executive director of the
association.
Today, occupancy in the historic
retail district stands at 98 percent,
with nearly 30 restaurants, from fine
dining to sidewalk cafes, bringing
people into the downtown at night.
There are bookstores, flower shops,
pharmacies, clothing stores, and a
number of antique stores - shops

Long past its heyday, the old Strown
Packing House in DeLeon Springs left
is now on the Notional Register of
Historical Buildings. ‘The Citrus Wizard"
Lue Gim Gong a Chinese immigrant
who settled in DeLond and ochieyS
renown far his work with grapefruits
and oranges, is immortalized in bronze
above.

H

Irene Johnson at left
in photo above has
found a lot of support in her eftbrts to
build a newAfrican
American museum
complex and cultural
center. "African-

Americans are an
invisible people
here," she says. "I
want to change
that"
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that reflect the owners’ tastes and eccentricities and
remind visitors of a period before chain stores and shopping malls.
Rigsby, a dynamic and personable man, gave me a
guided tour of the city he has served for more than two
decades, the last nine of them as mayor. First, we walked
through the spiffed-up retail district, admiring the
awnings, street lights, and paving. Then we drove by the
new $50 million Volusia County courthouse, a modern
touch lying just beyond but within easy walking distance
of downtown. Not far away, we saw buildings under ren
ovation - including the historic 1928 courthouse with its
delicate copper mof, and formerly rundown neighbor
hoods where old houses, many with large front porches,
are being restored.
After touring the beautiful Stetson campus, we
drove past the old city hospital now a museum and
headquarters for the city’s Parks and Recreation
Department and behind it the old black hospital, a shack
by comparison that was saved as a reminder of a time
when segregation reigned. Behind the hospitals is Bill
Dreggors Park, where more than a thousand volunteers
built the elaborate, indestructible playground equip
ment. We stopped at the new baseball stadium, a small
intimate place with the feel of an old park. Shared by the
city and university, it is part of an ambitious plan to pro
vide playing fields and park facilities. We visited the art
museum and DeLand Airport, home of an industrial
park and Skydive DeLand, the center of activity for one
of the most popular sky diving drop zones in the world.
"It’s been a Cinderella mayoralty," says Rigsby, who
has decided not to run for reelection. "I’ve had the coop
eration of people throughout the city."
He and his colleagues among the city’s business and
political leaders realized early on that history could pay
financial and aesthetic dividends. With grants - from the
state, federal, and county governments, and "wherever
we could get them," according to Rigsby - they could
preserve and enhance their city. They have also actively
courted high-tech business and light industry for the
DeLand Airport Industrial Park.
As DeLand has begun to prosper in recent years, one
community has been left behind: Spring Hill, the largest
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African-American community in a city with an
African-American population of nearly 20 percent,
more than twice the county average and second
only to Daytona in size. Spring Hill was cast out of
the city during the Depression and still lies beyond
the city limits, although the city has been working
this year to re-annex the area.
Irene Johnson, director and founder of the
fledgling African-American Museum, has a plan to
change the African-American community’s self
image by building a small but first-class museum
complex and cultural park. To that end, she has
enlisted the political, financial, and moral support
of Spring Hill and community leaders in DeLand
and other parts of Volusia County. The president
of Stetson, H. Douglas Lee, has lent his considerable sup
port to the board of trustees and to fund raising, accord
ing to Johnson.
"African Americans are an invisible people here,"
Johnson says. "I want to change that."
Since opening in a small house in 1998, the museum
has offered classes in art, music, and drama, and it has set
about collecting the oral histories of people in the com
munity, an essential step to insuring that a way of life
does not perish.
Stetson University has taken a particular interest in
helping the people of Spring Hill economically, educa
tionally, and culturally and also has lobbied to bring the
community into the city. University students serve as
tutors, and the university itself has sought to improve
cultural and educational opportunities. Its administra
tion and faculty have sought to help promote local busi
nesses, and encouraged the city to bring Spring Hill back
within its borders.
espite perhaps because of - their
success in making a virtue of his
tory, DeLand, Lake Helen, and
neighboring communities must at
last confront the costs and bene
fits of growth. As DeLand marked
its 125th anniversary last spring,
construction proceeded with the first phase of Victoria
Park, a 1,859-acre planned community by the giant real
estate developer, Arvida, a subsidiary of the St. Joe
Company. With a golf course, parks, lakes, trails, an
industrial park, some retail space, and some 4,000 homes,
Victoria Park should add approximately 10,000 people to
DeLand’s current population of 21,000 over the next 15 to
20 years. In magnitude, it is the largest development in
Volusia County since Deltona, which today has nearly
70,000 people.
In its advertisements on the Internet, Victoria Park
sells itself as centrally located between Daytona and New
Smyrna to the east, the sprawl of Orange and Seminole
counties to the west - in other words, as an ideal location
for conunuters. It also sells nostalgia for small towns that
existed only in contemporary imaginations, saying,

UNIVERSITY

NEW BOOKS COMING THIS FAR!
Maximum Insight
Selected Columns
by Bill Maxwell
Foreword by Roy Peter Clark
"An original and significant contri
bution to the literature of journal
ism and Florida culture."-Jay
Black, Poynter-jamison Chair in
Media Ethics, University of South
florida
November. cloth, $24.95

The Hiking Trails
of Florida’s National
Forests, Parks, and
Preserves
Johnny Molloy
"A well-written guide to Florida’s
wild places land] to the real side of
florida.. . . It would make any
outdoor enthusiast want to get out
and hike."-joan Hobson, Florida
Trail Association
September. Paper. $16.95

92 maps!

Paddler’s Guide to
the Sunshine State
63 full color reproductions!

The Highwaymen
Florida’s African-American
Landscape Painters
Gary Monroe
"For the first time, the real story
behind the Highwaymen has
emerged - . . a well-researched,
lively, and comprehensive over
view of the development and
contribution of these AfricanAmerican artists and their place in
the history of Florida’s popular
culture."-Mallory McCane
O’Connor, author of Lost Cities of
the Ancient Southeast
November. cloth, 529.95

Florida’s Golden
Age of Souvenirs,
1890-1930
Larry Roberts

"The first exploration of Florida’s
enormous legacy of souvenirs-the
material culture of tourism.
Florida’s sense of place is defined
through the crafts and manufac
bared objects that present a tem
plate of tropical paradise and
natural wonder."-Robert S. Cart
The Nature Conservancy, Miami
November. cloth, $39.95

Florida as it was a century ago?

The Life of Betty Mae
Tiger Jumper

This book shows you how to move
silently down the Sunshine State’s
many rivers and creeks and coastal
flats, all the while enjoying scenery
and wildlife of all kinds. The best
paddles from Pensacola to Key
West are described in detail."Richard W. Bowles, Florida Sportsman

Betty Mae Tiger umper

and Patsy West
This collaboration is a rare and
authentic account of a pioneering
Florida Seminole family.
November. cloth, $24.95

November. Paper, $29.95

The Invisible Empire
The Ku Klux Klan in Florida
Michael Newton
In vivid, comprehensive, and often
grim detail-130 years of Ku Klux
Klan activity in florida.
The Florida History and culture Series

November. Cloth, 524.95

500 color photos!

Sandy Huff
"Do you yearn for a glimpse of

A Seminole Legend

Nehrling’s Early
Florida Gardens
Edited by Robert W. Read
"This book brings about feelings of
both envy and gratitude. Envy

because Nehrling lived during
simpler times when natural Florida
was still in its primitive glory.

Nehrling’s Plants,
People, and Places
in Early Florida
Edited by Robert W Read
"In Dr. Nebrling’s own simple but
fascinating language, these stories
of a great plantsman . - . tell how
one who learns to recognize plants
can explore for a lifetime the un
limited variety of beautiful forms
which compose the plant king
dom."-David Fairchild, from the
foreword to the 1944 edition
December. Paper, $29.95

Available now,
with 41 maps-

Florida’s Paved
Bike Trails
An Eco-Tour Guide
Jeff Kunerth and Gretchen Kunerth

"Florida has long needed a touring
guide to our wonderful bicycle
paths and multi-use trails. These
colorful, accurate, in-depth descrip
tions provide those touring the
trails with a historical, naturalistic
perspective to add to their cycling

experience."-Linda Crider, presi
dent, Bike Florida
Paper, $14.95

Gratitude for putting it all in el

egant prose for future generations
of Florida gardeners and explor
ers."-Roger L. Hammer, Tropical
Audubon Society and Miami-Dade
Parks Department
December. Paper, $29.95

Order through full-service booksellers,
our website at www.upf.com or toll free:
1-800-226-3822 with VISA or MIC.

University Press of Florida
C a,,,ea rifle, Tallahassee, Tampa, aeca Raton, Pe,,sacola, Orlando. Miam,, Jacksonville, Fart Myers
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ITS HISTORY TO SURVIVE ITS FUTURE

"There used to be places like this before the
world got too busy and forgot all the little
things that make life enjoyable." Most of
the new development lies within DeLand on a former ranch annexed a decade ago
and zoned for development-with a small
er portion lying in Lake Helen.
"Growth was coming," Rigsby says,
"and so we decided it was better to do it
all at once with a development that would
provide green space and that we could
influence rather than having a bunch of lit
tle developments that fall under review
guidelines."
Because of its size, Victoria Park was
deemed a "development of regional
impact" under state guidelines. That des
ignation required multiple layers of
review of its entire plan by city county
state, and federal officials with agencies
like the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.
Smaller developments do not require that
level of scrutiny, Rigsby explained, and
thus, in a way, can be more disruptive of
the environment and nearby communities.
How Victoria Park will affect this area
is anyone’s guess. Marge Clauser, cookbook

author and owner of Clauser’s B&B, says,
"Victoria Park will change the face of Lake
Helen and DeLand in ways that people
can’t begin to imagine." As she talks in the
kitchen of her historic house, she looks out
to the back where a gopher tortoise lives, a
threatened reminder of natural Florida.
The strain on existing roads, schools,
and facilities from 10,000 new residents
should be dealt with under planning
guidelines, but of more significant concern
to many people is what kind of chain reac
tion Victoria Park might produce in terms
of new development, especially new sub
urbs and shopping malls. They also woriy
about the environmental impact, includ
ing the stress on natural systems and on
the water supply.
Of course, as the history of Volusia
County has shown, no one can fully antic
ipate the effects of development. This
region is far different from the world
T3artram imagined two centuries ago and
whatever it will be two centuries hence is
something we cannot begin to anticipate,
the future always being different from
what anyone dreamed. +

Welcome to
Volusia County
Enjoy your stay!
For visitor information contact:

WEST VOLUSIA

F L 0 R I DA

800-740-4350
www.stjohnsrivercountry.com

904-738-0649
www.mainstreetdeland.com

We’re Preserving Water FromThe Ground Up.
We won’t get technical here.
Florida Water operates in

Mother

that stores flesh

drinking water during the

more than 120 florida communities in twenty-seven counties.

rainy season for use in the dty

winter months.

We

make water from
Florida’s aquifer safe and usable

Mother that converts 99%
of all wastewater into reusable

before sending it through our

water for inigation sites.

pipelines

to over half a million

You get the idea.

Floridians.
And

we have systems in

place that have made us a recognized leader in pramoting
water preservation.
osmosis" system to turn saltwater into fresh
dnnking water.
A

As

the

State’s

largest

investor-owned water and
wastewater company, we’re doing everything we can to
pmvide a flesh supply of
water today.
And tornontw.

Florid
: Water’
2s
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On behalf of our more than 200 authors, we thank our readers, booksellers,

and librarians for supporting our efforts to publish books about Florida.
1
-David and June Cussen, Publishers, Sarasota, Florida
r
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Two dccadcs of publishing Florida hooks by Florida authors.
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Will Florida’s Boom Implode?

T

he late Saul Alinsky once remarked that a sociolo

sion-wracked Michigan later in the decade. The Wall
Street Journal borrowed the hurricane metaphor to
describe Florida, noting "gale-force growth" during the
1980s, home to nine of the nation’s fastest-growing
cities. During the dizzying decade and a half after 1980,
Florida registered a net population increase of almost 4
million persons, outpacing California and Texas. At

gist was someone who needed a government block
grant to identify houses of ill repute when, for five
dollars, any Chicago cabby would divulge the informa
tion gladly
News of the 2000 census confirms Alinsky’s point.
Lap dancers and busboys, short-order cooks and longhaul truckers understand all too well that Florida is
more crowded, more fragmented and more chaotic than

some moment during 1985, a transplanted retiree or

Cuban refugee boosted Florida’s population past

it was a decade ago. As a result, Florida is whiter, older,
more ethnic and more urban but also less Southern and
less Protestant.
Florida grew by 23.5 percent during the 1990s,
attracting more than 3 million new residents. The final
growth spurt of the 20th Century however, must be
understood as part of a massive population shift from
North America, Latin America and Asia to the

Illinois. Florida had become the nation’s fifth-mostpopulous state. The least-populous Southern state in
1940, Florida became America’s fourth-most-populous
state in 1998, passing Pennsylvania and the 15 million

plateau.
To place our pace of growth into some perspective,
consider that every single day since 1950, about 700 new
persons have become Florida residents. Overall,

Sunbelt.
Florida’s Big Bang, 1950-2000, is a story of

immigrants and migrants found Florida irre
sistible, but the torrent of newcomers ebbed and
flowed according to national confidence, interna

astonishing growth, a state swelling from 2.7
million inhabitants to 16 million, of wetlands

tional instability and domestic peace. The past

and orange groves turned into shopping malls
and gated communities, of small towns trans
formed into cities, and of cities sprawling into
metropolises. Wordsmiths coined new terms to

F

understand the firestorm of change: Space Age,
climate control, growth management, retirement

two decades of the 20th Century saw the number
of daily newcomers jumping to more than a thou

Gary R.
Mormino

The phrase, quoted often, might qualify as the
state motto. Perception is reality. Florida is a tran
sient state and a state of transients. The mobile
home belongs here. The character and composition of
Florida changed profoundly after 1950, the result of two
powerful forces: migration and immigration. To com

community edge city, suburban sprawl, white
flight and Sunbelt.
For a country constantly on the move, a nation sym
bolized by the Conestoga wagon, Statue of Liberty and
Mode! T, Florida holds a special place for the modern

migrant and immigrant. The history of modern Florida
can be reduced to millions of individual and collective
migrations: exiled Cubans, Jews from the Lower East

Side, auto workers fleeing Detroit, Rustbelt retirees,
Canadian snowbirds, Jamaican can cutters, African
Americans who had left the New South only to return
to the Sunbelt, wealthy athletes and bankruptcy
lawyers, risk takers and fortune makers.

F

The 1950s triggered Florida’s Big Bang. National

prosperity Social Security and air conditioning made
the Florida Dream affordable to millions of Americans.
With Geiger-counter intensity the state’s population
nearly doubled in the 1950s, from 2.7 million to nearly 5
million, an increase of 78.7 percent. No other state

matched Florida’s velocity, and only California attracted
more new residents during the 1950s.

Florida fever raged. The Sunshine State gained
1,721,538 new residents in the 1960s, a growth clip of 35

percent. The 20th-most-populous state in 1950, Florida
had vaulted to ninth by 1970. Metaphors seemed inade
quate to describe the measure of change.
Florida was red hot in the 1970s, gaining almost 3
million more residents. In late 1972, Florida edged past
New Jersey to take its impermanent place as the

nation’s eighth-most-populous state, overtaking reces

sand; however, 400 residents were leaving, in large
part because of the growth.
"Everyone, it seems, is from someplace else."

-

prehend the magnitude of migration and immigration,
consider that today 10 million residents two-thirds of

the population came to Florida from someplace else.
Astrophysicist Fred Hoyle coined the expression

"Big Bang" in the 1950s, ironically to attack critics who
believed that the universe began in an abrupt instant
and evolved from that point. Today the debate by lead
ing thinkers such as Stephen Hawking involves not the
beginning but the mass of the universe and its limits.

Will the universe expand forever, implode or remain
constant?
The answer depends upon how one gauges the
matter density of the universe. So it is with modern
Florida, a state not so much threatened by gravity, the
force drawing objects to the center of the Earth, but
gravitas, the weight of character.
Can Florida continue to absorb unlimited numbers
of new residents and tourists, condominiums and
superhighways? Or will Florida collapse from the
demands upon the land and infrastructure?
Perhaps the issue for Floridians parallels the astro
physicists’ debate. What are the proper balances, ratios
and limitations of growth and environment, population
and land, freedom and community in the Sunshine
State? +

Gary R. Morinino is the Frank F. Duckzvall Professor of History at the University of
South Florida and co-author of The Immigrant World of Thor City.
FHC
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the St Petersburg Times

Newspaper In Education NIE
Adopt-A-Class program and
help connect students to the

community... and the world.
With your support, kids can
get a lifetime love of reading,

and learn from an exciting,
colorful textbook that’s updated
every day.
*tPctersburg times
Newspaper In Education
sptimes.corn’nie

1-800-333-7505 ext. 2203

I want to help continue this valuable program. My contribution of $150- just $4.17
I S’Yes.
a week will provide 30 students with newspapers and other important learning materials every week for 36 weeks of school.
-

I
I
I
I
I
I
I

I

I
L

O Please direct my contribution to any classroom on your waiting list

Credit Card Information

J Visa U Mastercard U American Express U Discover

U I prefer to help a classrooms in the following county:

Ploellas

l1illsborough

Pasco

Fernando

citrus

U I want to adopt one classroom @ $150- entire school year
U I want to adopt one classroom @ $75 - one semester
U I want to adopt multiple classrooms © $150 per classroom

Total contribution

Aect.

$_________

#______________

Expiration date:

Signature.

$_________

$

NameS

$_________

When you become a sponsor, your adopted classroom will receive

State

City

30 newspapers each week, plus teaching materials and
education services.
up to

U I’d like to help. Please accept my donation of
U Please send additional infonnation address info on right.

Mail this form to: St. Petersburg Times Newspaper
In Education, P0. Box 150, St Petei-sburg, FL 33731-0150

$

csaasa
-

-

-

-

-

J_

-

-

-

-

cw

-

-

-

-

$tJetersburg muoes
Newspaper In Education
apliiiiea-cosnie

-

-

-

-

-

-

Aurora Davison’s art gallery and crafts shop is one ofmany businesses in DeLand’s thriving downtown.

THE FLORIDA HUMANITIES COUNCIL
599 Second Street South, St. Petersburg, Florida 33701
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

Changes? Let us know...

o
o
o
o
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Received more than one
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