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Dou Porish

Douglan Parish wes born in Monticello, ﬁorida, ey 7, 1880,
to Charles and l':enn_ie Parish, slaves of Jim Parish, Famnie had been
boucht ﬁom a femily by the name of Pulmer to be & "bresder', thet is
a beerer of atmng'qhildron who ¢ould bring high prices at tha aimfo_
markets, A "bioec{er"j almaye fared botter than the mnjority of female
slavos, and Fannie Purish was no exceptione All she had to do wes reise
children, (harles Parish labored in the cotton fields, the o‘hior pro=
dnot of the Parish plantation. ' |

A8 & anall boy Douglas used to spend his $im shooting marbles,
playing ball, racing and wrestling with the other sm. ™e merbles
wore made from lnmps of 61ny hcrﬂeﬁod mltho fireplace., He wes & very
eood mmar. and os 1t ws a cudom in those days for om plantation
omor to me;tch his "niggar" h@inst that of his neighbor, he ves a fav-
orite mith Parish beceuse he scldom falled to min the rece. Parish
treined his rumnes b having them rooe to the iboundnry of hio plan= °

tation emd back agnine He would remd the v;nnor with a Jacke-knife



or a beg 0f marblese

J
- Just to be firet was an honmor in itoelf, for the fastest

runner reprosented his master in the .Féurth‘ of July races when mmie:e
from all over the couixty competed fbr top honors, and the winner earn-
ed a pag of silver for his mastere If Parish didn't wl.nytho prize, he
was hard to get along with for severnl days, but gradually he would
acoept his defoct with resolution. Prlzoﬁ in less importunt races ranged
from a peir of fiphting cocks to a slave, doponducl upon the seriousness

of the bdotting,

Douglus firat job was picking csot;,nzi seed from the cotton,.

Then he was mbout 12 years of ngo, ho became the stable boy, and soocn
ioarmd about ths care end grooming of hﬁrsea from en 0ld slave who had
charge of the Parish ptabless He was also required to keep the tuggles,
sm'roya. and epring-vagons clean. The bugzies were light four\-whoold
oarrxaeca dram‘ by one loree. Tho surreys were covered four-whselsd
carrisges, open at the 481008. 'bﬁt‘ having curtains that may bo rolled
dovne He liked this job very rmmch becsuse it gave him an opportunity
to ride on the horses, the desire of all the boys on'tho plantstion,
They hed to be content with chopping mod, running errands, cleaning up
the plantation, and sirdlar tgsks. Decause of his knowledgeé of horses,
Douglas was pamitted to trevel to the coast wiﬁ_h his boss and othor
slaves for the purpeose of seouring solt from the aeQ mtere It wa‘l
cheaper to-secure salt by this method than it wes to purchnse it other-

wise °



' 1ife 1in slavery was not all bad, nooofdiag to Douglas. ierish
fed hi& slaver well, gave them comfortabls’ quarters in which to live, "
looked after them when they we-e elck, and workel them very moderately.
The 04 was cooked in the fireplace in large iron pots, pans and ovens.
The elaves hal greens, potétoea; corn, rl.éo'. meat, peas, and corn bread
to eat. Occasionally the -corn bread was replaced by flour t_»rond.- The
slaves drork an imitotion ooffec mde from prched corn or meal. Simce

there ms ™ ice to preserve the left-over food, only emough for each

meal was prepared,

-Par'ish seldom punished his anea'; end never a4 he permit
his ovarsesr to-do 20. If the slaves fulled to do their work, they
were reported to him, Ees would warn them and show his black whip which
wes usually suffioient. &He had seen owrnéu boet slaves to death,
and ha 4id no*i wmant to risk losing the money he had invested in his,
After his death, his son mammged the plantation in much the sams mannar

as his raihp}'.

Bub the war was destined to mko,tho Pariabss lose all their
al;:vga by giving them their freedom, FEven thoush they were free to €0,
many 0f the slaves elected to ramin with tho’.rii’nrua who hed alweys
bed l::lnd to them. “mo var swept amay much of the monay which her
husband had left her and eltbough she muld likel to have kept all of
her slaves, she found it impossible to & 80s She cllowed the real old



slaves to remain on the premises and kept e few of the younger ones to

rork about ths planmtation. Douglas and his parents were among those

vho remained sn the plantation. s father was a ak11led brick=layer and
.

cerpenter, and he wos amployed to moke repairs to the property. His
mother cooked for the Parishes.

Many of the Negroes migrated North, ami they wrote backc
stories of the "new country” where "de white folks let you do jes as
you please.” These stories !nfluenced a great muber of other Figroes
to g North and begln 1ife anew as servants, maiters, laborers and
ocookne ‘I'bo Regroes vho rmined in tho South were forced to make their
ovn livings At the end ot the war, 2oods ‘and commodities had ne up
to prices that were imposaidle for the Nagro to pay. Bem, DIr mmph,

cost 40f and 50¢ a pound lard was 25¢j cotton was two dollars a tushel,

'
‘ E Douglas® father taught him all that he knsw sbout oarpontry.
and brick-laving, end the two were in demand to repair, rcnbdol; or
wild, houaoé for the white peopls. Although he mever attenied school,
Charles Perish could caloulate very rapidly thn mmger of brioku that
i‘t, would teke to build a hmu!o. After \tho establishing of schools by
the Fresdments Bureau, Douglas? father made him g, but he A1d not ldke
the confinement of school and soon dropped oute The teachers 'ror the
most part. were whito, who were consernsd only vith teaching the ox-
slaves realing, wr_lting. and arithmetic. The few colored teachers wemt
1n§o the commnity in an effort to elsvate the standards of living,



They wert inte the churchee where they were cortain %o reach the great-
est mmber of people ad spoke to them of their mission. The Negro
teaohorq were cordially received bty the ex-slaves whp were giad to

y

weloomd some "Yenkee niéears" into their midst.

_ Waereas the white teachers A1d mot bother wth the Negroes
exoept in the olassroom, other vhite men oame who showed a decided
intarest in thems They were callsd "éu-pot—baegoye" because of the
type of truveling bug vhich they usually oarriod:' and this term later
became synonympus with "political edventurer."” These men soucht to od-
vence their political 6ch¢;na by zgtt;ing tho‘lbgpou to vote for ocertain
men wip mould be favoredble to them, They.bought the Negro votes or
rmat a Negro in soms unimportant office %o obtailn the éoodwul of the
@=alaves, Thay used the igmyrent colored minister to further their
plans, and he wes their willing tool. The Negro's unwise use of hh -‘
bellot plungsd the Scuth further ond further into debt end es a Te=
salt the South was compellsd to restrict hs privilegse.
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