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Douglno Pariah woe tom in Monticello, norida, }.fey , ,  la5o, 

to Oharlee ond Fannie Pariah, slaves ot Jim Parish. Famle htld been 

boush11 trom � temi1y b1 the nome ot Pnl.JDar to. bt! a "bre�er••, ·that ie 

a bef'!l"er o:t" strong 'oh13Aren who could bring high prices nt th"' slAve 
. I • 

Dln'ketc.. A "breeder" almys t�ed botter than the mjority ot t81!1lle 
' ' 

slavoe, and l'ftnnie Por1sh was 'no except ion. All. Dhe bad to do was· re.ille 
' 

ohU4ren. Qharl8e Parish labored in the ootton t1el4e, the ohS.ot pro• 
• • ' I  

duct. ot the Pnrioh plantation. 

·Ae a aall boy Douglas used to ape� hie ta. aboot1Ds marblee, 
I 

pla)'iDS ballt racing aD1 1'1"88tl1D8 with the other bo)'B. 'l'!le mrblea 

were l!Bde trom l.wapa ot oltly ho�ened 1n the t1r:-Place •. Be wee a Vflrl 

SI)Od ruDi:IDr� and 08 1 t lft!D a oulltom in ·tlJoae dqe tor 0 DB plantation 

ownor to m..'\tc:dl hie "niBBa:r" a61linst that ot his neiellbor, he t768 a fav­

orite with 'Pariah becauae he seldom :tnlled to win. the reoe. Parish 
i 

tralnod hie runnfro b:r hnvins thom rooe tn th" bounoory ot hiD plan- ' 
' 

tat1on end back aen1n. Be would romrd the wfnnor with a jnok-knite 



or n bas ot ·-'J..blea. 

· �t to be first wao an bonor 1n 1tDolt1 tor the tantea1i 1 
. . ' 

. . 

runne reprosented his mostor in the Fourth ot JUll' raoea whan.l'UJlJlere 
t 

• 
•• I ' I trom ·all. oyer the oountT competed· tbr top honors, aDd the. 11iJlDDr earn-

ed a bas ot allwr foi- hla •ater. It Porlah dldn'fl win the prize, he 

wos mrd to get alDns "lth tor anernl daya, "but grad\181� he "oul4 

aooept his d etoot with resolution. Pr1zoa 1p looo 1mportnnt rnoe$ roJlPd 

t"rom a ·po.lr ot f1r.ht1r�g oooku to e. alOTe, d"P&ndln£ upou the aor1Queneaa 

ot the bo't;t1D8• 

Douglas rtrot Job \?ao p1ck1ne <lOt :.nn sne4 troa the cotton. 

When he wna abOut l2 years or ngo, he beoome tho stable boy, em soon 

leermd about the oare end groom1J1a ot horeea troa an old alaYe who had 
' 

oharse o t the Pariah ,tabl•. Be wO. alB!) recplre4 to keep the blsglee, 
' . 

surre,a. and eprtJ18-ftQOD8 olean. The bUsBtee wro light tour-wheeled 

oarrl� drawn' by one: boree. . 'rJ1e aurre� tf8re covered tour-tdleele4 

oerrlepa, ope ail t'h8 a1d88, 'but havil18 ourtaiDa that DJ7 bo rolled 

down. Be liked thla job YGrY moh because it eave him an opporiurd.ty 

to ride on the horaee; the desire o.t ill the boye on the plantotiou. 
I . 

They bed to be ociDteDt wlth obopp1ns 1'10o4, rUDn1ng �rrondl, cleanins up 

the plaat�t1on, and a�lar tfllb. neoauae ot hii Jmowl.et!se of hon•, 

Dollslae wu pmaittect to �raw;.\ to the oo•t wit.h hS. boas aD1 ot·oor 
' 

ela.Yee for the purpoee ot aeour1ng eolt trom the eea eter. It waa 

oheaper to · eeoure salt by tb.1a method than it wea t� purohaee it othe� 

lfioe. 



Ute in elanry wu DOt ell bad, aooordias to Doallaa. ·Pariah 

fed hi� elaYea. •U; san ·them oomtortab le' quart era in 'fthioh to u..,., 

looked after them when they we�e siok, and worked them very moderate� • . 

'l'he Sbod·wrui' cooked in the tireplaoe in larst !ron pota, pe.u BDd owu. 

'l'he elawa had sreaa� potatoes; oora, r1ae, meat; peaa� and eorn breat \, 

to eat . OoorurionallJ' tho ·corn· bread .was replAced by tlaur brend. The · 

. ' . 
alave. drank em imitot joa ao�ee a4e tro� pr�ed corn or Jlllal. Sime 

there 1U m ioe to preeerft the left-over tood; o!lli &DOugh tor eaoh 

DMtal wu p1'8J)fmld. 

·, 

h1a cmreeer to· 4o . 10. It the slaw� tt.&lled to 4o their wort� .ther 

were reported to him. - Bt would warn tha aDd •• b1a black whip whioh . 

. 
aD4 he 41c1 not ant to risk loatzrs the .,IWJ he had invested 1a h1a. 

' I 

After hie death; h1a eon ""Ms-c\ the plantation ia mah the aU8 annar 

oa hie tather. , ;; .,f .-1 

. 
But.thl wer •• den1Mit to Jake the PU!ahaa •• ·all tbelr 

alav'� by 81Tille them their treedoa. . lMn ·1Jboush tha7 waN tree to g,; 

lllllDr o t  the alaws eleoted to remln with theS» Jillltreee Who bad alwe.P . ' 
bee Jdrad to ••• 'lbe war awe,p1; awarlllah ot the moaoy which her ' 

\ . . . 
blabud had lart berJ d althoush she liDUld liked to hnve kept all ot . . 
her slav.;· she towil it iqloeaible tO tb ao. Dlw C1l.lowd the rinl. ol4 



slaves �o remain o'n the preaaiaea _and kept a tew ot the youneer oms to 
,-.� 

110rk. about the, plrumat10a. .Douslaa and h1a parats were BDDJJ8 those. . .. . 

carpenter, and t. WQIJ aaployed to moke ·rapaire to thlt propert)r • .  H1ll 

mothar cooked tor the Pariahea. 

I 

·Mm7 ot the lfesroea ld·srate4 Borth;· ILD'1 they lll'Ote baok 

etor1ea ·or the "MMr oount� 11118re "4e llldte tolb let �u do jea as 

)IOU pleaee." 'lheae st;orle• ·tatluaued a �t JWiber ot �her PAsroes 

to ep Rtl"th em4 be82a Ute d8W u eenanta; .;_tte:re, labore:re azul 

oooJca. 'ftMt lfegNIII mo rtlllllined in the South WON foroed to mke theh"' 

own 11�1� At the ed ot the nr� food• ·w o�ities bed EJ)ne up 

to prioee that were fmpoaa1ble ·tor the Hesro to p�y. Bam, 1br &mmple, 
coat 4,� 8D1 fi:JIJ. a pOUJdJ lard 1fQ8 �� OOttoJl 1ftll two dollars a luabll. 

Dcualaat rather taUGht him au that hi kDn ebout oarpeDtr, 

aid br1at-la,v1� aDd_ � two ·� in c1 emanct to repe.Sr � reOdll� or 

· ba114> houses �r the 'llhitl peopla. .Although he never atteldect school, 

Obarlae Pal-i'Sb oould oalaulate n17 rap!� th. �-• ot brloka that 
. I . . ' 
i.t. woul4 teb to b1i1lc1 a hOu�. After .tM eatab11ah1ns of aohool.a by 

the lree<baln* a , Burenu, DouSlaa • tather llllc1e him S, � but he ·cUd not lin 
. ' 

. �hi otmtmaDis ot aobool aDI1 aocm dropped out... '!be teaomra tor th8 
. ' . ' 

mo� pant ,_.. white,. who were OC)DGGl"DDd olll¥ w1th tee.oh1DS the a:-

llavea rei41DS� mt1Ds, IID!1 nr_1tbl8t1o. b few oolored teachers wet 

imo the ooiiiiiUd.ty in an eftori to elavate the etandarc1s ot llTlDse 



'l'h-r wit into the ohurobte where they were corta1D �o re� the greet• 

teaabera were oordinlly �oe1 ?ad by the ex-elavea •hp were E!'�lad to 
. '  . 

, I 
. 

, . r wlood eom1 "Yanb.e n1868N" into their lld4at. 

" I 
exoept in the olaaaroom, other 1'Jhite men oame 1fbo stowed a deoided : 

1ntara8t in them. '!hey were ocl.lad "oarp8t-b888ere" beoouae ot the 
• . . 

. . . ·, . . 
tl'Ptl ot trovelina boc wh1oh thq usual� oarried, aDl this term later 

beonme �us with "pol1Uool amn'fn1N1"." 'Dleae man ,aou�t to od� 
, 

VUI108 their pOli t1eal eahlmla by �t1Dg the Hesroea to 'tOte fOr OftMaiJi 
. \ . . ' : 

men "'m i'!aul4 be tawftble to tiheJi. · 'Dlet�bo�t the llesnt "'Itea or 

xnt a Regm in eo• wrl.mportant ott1oe tiD obtaia the soo4wlll of the 
, 

.-.laftlte 1'hl)r ue4 the ielorant oolorel 111Jdater to tuiher their ' . 
. 

p�; aD4 he wu blr wU11DS tool. Dle •esro•• uwiae •• ot h1a .' 

\allot P'""P4 tbe SC�Dth further n114 tul"ther 1.-o debt a u a re­

mt .the Soubh waa .oo..,elled ·to reatrlat h1a\prb1.1eeea. 
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1. Personal 1nternew with Dr.'Jg].u Par11h1 lbnt1oello l'lol1.da 
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