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Yederal :riters' I'roject
. Amerlcen Guide
Orls:udo, “loridas

Orlundo Projeot ’ May 18, 1937
1158 words '

CHARLYY SRIVYIN
(kx-slave, 100 yoars old
MNMow living at Crlando, Florida)

.'uy Moster's name was néxinnaiuﬂ' he was n biz offlcer in
de war., le had L 18 plautétlon#.,<ﬂim anf‘oldfaudgb Whlpa'
were partuers ant dey had mdro ni@maré'n any elcht men 1a da‘
whole st:te of Virpinia. e hud eo usay nlerers you cnuldn't

oven begln to countVem, /

*I woz borned in Richmond, Virsinle. ¥y father died a"fore_
I wse bornen and ay mother diod *'bout alx wooks after T was borne

ed an!;dgnvmy Mester taken me to ralsu.

"I 'memboers crnoe any Vaster wanted to know how meny nlggers
ke had on de plantetion an' 1 'menbers oll dd'woton stendin' in
rows 14 gll de chlilay lined up, MNsn aiive, nobody don't know

ho% wnany niggers he had, he hed =0 nany,

'Séme overseers were bud, bad, but. not nurs, e was &
pretty fair fellow an' prett& g£eod to us niggers. We made
rlenty of orons an' we hed plonty. Eatin' was rowariul sood
‘an' we hed elothes, 1 &on't ‘member wiat klid, but we hwd |

clothus, “y Master hnd overseera and nirper drivers. ¥ach man

would 4% .80 ucech work erd den de overader would write jt all



dovn in a pig book 80 as to know how ruch oach nicsor waa doint,
Every nigger_in hoeln! cotton time war 8'posed to chop one core

e day.

"Dé'niggors lived 1n 4o quarters htullt sonethin' like o
town with de houses close together and »1th roads runnin® 'tween
de rows of bulldings. Y¥e hed o big bell somethin® like n ohuroh
bell what runy every mornin' 'fore day,, den dst samo bell ring
*bout Jué' 'fore sun-rise for to g0 to de frleld and'capin' you

slok you tetter be dar.

"De nipggers dey have ohurch every “unday but de hriune rerv-
snts go to de white peopled churoch an' sit in de bnok on henches

an"tnken oc:ro of de chilluns ror de white nisnus.

"I was borned on ‘éde twonty-sixth 3y of Novemher 1033,
on' if‘de ftord lets me 1ive 'tll !Movomber de tweﬁty-aixth of
193741'11 b9 ono hundrodian‘ qﬁo yoars 0ld, I huve nevor heon
slck in ail de days of my life bu; now i'ae gottin?! protty old
an' can't 40 much a8 I used to. In de war people wes d&in' all
round mé but I never was sick a 2ingle day. I didn't knbw dem

dlsorson wan catehin®.

gy Master was an officer In do irmy en' 1 went with him,
Fo was wounded in de lus' battlo that wes rfousht an' after de
ﬁnr was over he went to de hospltat in “sint fouls nnd'waﬂ dore
ten wholo months., I went dare with him nnd nursed him all de '
tinme nnd stayed with »im right on to hip death. ¥e cone aled

' . X oy Ty 1e P o
{n tulinev, Piorida, 88 soveteenth 'my of Srnusry 1803,



"Thera's nothin® in de world dat I love like T 414 my
Muster.,  ftor hls death my two youne masters wend off .

’

»Once I (members hearin' my Mastor ask some of de othor
~offiocers how old would u nizg er have to ho 'fore he could be
takon to da Atﬁy as o body servent and dey $old him

2L, Tt was 1n 1861 whor ho pot entitled to @o to de war, 80
wo wont dere and was dere - good 1ittle while. T was dere

in Riohmond when Tenersl “rant teken Richmond ord foneral Lee
en’ Cornersl Crant cheken hands with. a lion-oluw ¢grip end look
each nther stral;ht in de'eye cﬁ' den de flay of de "outh went
down, D8y went down .all ovor do country, I ~uess, all 4o flags
of de “outh. ¥ Ma~ter stenn-d bnek end shouted in a loud voloe,
"It ain't falir®; an' he proved it to you too, "¢ vrs a —an of
his promise. Yes sir, you ousht to love my ‘™ster sleepin' in

his grave right now,

"y ¥aster told me one nlght st de suprer table,dnt I was
26+ . v -ears old &ag night,anl dat it was my birthday an'
. I was free and ocould vote &8 I 1liked. I 'members svery word my

Master said to mg/an' 1 spoke words with my Mistresa.

"After my Yastor diﬂd dey rut thir wntaoh in »y harde. T
-43dn't know he wos & 0ln' to will 1t to me 'til «fter he waa
dead. [is father o ve it to him when he was .21 - - vears
old en" he (arerdfather) hed it «'fore he was norried to de
grandmather. ¢ youn: pastors gove 1t to me. “fter o Maater
die6d I took on sd Tuch den whon I knew my two youns ''-sters were

gone 'way. I thousht ~n'te dey was ot r latlves or somthint',



Rvery time. I'waa sant to'zho’peot’office or somethin® I would
go Jus' as utraight as I oould to my Master's grave, I was 0
bed 'they thougbt they would have to send me off ao-cwhero.

)

POnoa'whgn ga.wbnt to Jookaopvillo we wont to de hotol N
_whero‘Mr. Wingiow was at, !’y young masters waa dor§ énd dey
sald to mo,,'Lét mo g0 dat watoh, nigger.' Ad' day said 1t
would toke a long while for dem to look at it. ?5 stayed dare
Tor *'bout tan days an' den &ev fave me back ny watch ﬁr;'aaid,
"’ Look hore, nigger.". Inside dey had had written ny. Yaster's
name an’ to me with de date of 1904. You sor I wac & "ason 80
dey had de omblem nrinted‘on.tharo too.";(Hélﬁhowéd the wateh,
old ané sorq§ohed.~1n,a_big fhlok siyer éhad aboﬁt rive inches
korpsé dﬁd ﬁwo,thiok}vﬁltfaJes‘_liko me now., %o is old en’ I
"don't wind it uﬁ uli.do.ilmhf I'be Jus? l;ka de‘wdtoh an' don't
care\whnt'timé it l{s. T don't heed to kﬁow nohbw,

 nOn de elghteenth day of Ausust in 1985 T hit my heed on
de corner of de slnk. I wns settin' nenr 1t Jea' stout liko'I
am from dai wall now. an' ﬁhen T hit my hoad T saw my Meater
jus' ae plain aa T con eea you ell now, Pe‘told me why~ he
done zivo me dat watch. He gay he know I loved him bettern?
anythin' 1in the world an!! dat he would #ive ne de watch., An'
he sﬁy dat he give 1t to me no I would have somothln® to take
oare of me in my old ugo;f He say'I could eoil it forA.':;tv
;$30 o+ an' two dollars en’ & helf worth of groéarion evory

week for * 26 ._."+ weekg, ' den it wlll Ve my time to ro.



1 know Jus' ‘zakley how locs I'se gona live. 'Causs when Y sells

dis hore watoh I wiil 1ive rakley twentr-six more weaks,

"If my Master told you he was gons Ao a thing he would do
1t,1f ho didn't die,and 1f ho 8ald no you couldn't change his

mind nohow noway. One time my Mester ssy to me:

" 1fa parson hus feolth, he will have coﬁfid@nca, and oon-
f1dence creates a trust, N1s here truet wiil make oy et se
long. 1'm go;n"way now end em eondin' you out in d1s cruel em®
wicked warld, wherse y.u will find many thinss dat co 'calnst you

‘but you mus'! take it Lo Ze Lerd in prever,' “it-

"Yes sir, de white peo;le 1s Jus' liko de lord, devr qlways

was 20! dey always will be."
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