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Orlundo Projeot 

1168 worda 

Federal :.·;ri tera' f'rojeot 
·. Amo;rioan Guide 

Orlm�do, �xlor1da 

OHArtL� \JRnrTlW 
( ltx•alave, ioo ;�cwrs ol4 

Now living at Orlando, Florid�) 

Mav 18, 1937 

"My bater's Mune was J4elt1nna on' be waa o big otfloer 1n 

de war • .  He·had ' 12 

were p&rtnere en�� ·dey had more nig�tJrs'n any. oight men 1n de 

whole str;te ot Vir(!in1n. l!e h�H! no nlt\ny n1�F"�l"o you c�uldn't 

even begin t.o count 'em. 

•I \P1t}3 boruo4 in IUa!llmorid, V1r�;ln1s • .  ��y f4thcr dte.i a'fore 

I W88 born� and my mother d1o4 'bout aix wooko ttfter r Wft8 born­

e4 an� �den my J.«aet-er taken me to rs1se� 
,.; . . 1 

"I 'mt-mbGrs or..ae my W'a.st.,r y;an t.�t'! to· kn�)W how rrJeny nlggera 

he bud on de pla:::.tBti.on au' I •rrieinbera Qll de wo'T!on st��ndin' in 

rows ·.1d oll de oh1lle!i lined up. },•.,r: alive, nobod:J don't know 

ho·oN 1nany u1ggere he hnd, he hed eo m�ny. 

•some overae&ra wertt bttd, btu\, buf� not nuro. He was a 

pretty .ra1r fellow 'm' {lretty_ gootS to us �n1gge,a. we me.de 

plonty ot, Ol'OP$ l'.n' v�.e he.d plc•nty·. ltatln' waa r.ow6l'l'Ul :.-:ood 

· •n' we hud aloM;es. l don't 'member vJhmt klnl • but .,,�� .�edl 

,would do �oo r·moh �Norlc t�H\d t\en .tlu f.JV0"Pst>or would write it oll 



dovm in s }11g book eo as to know how r.ruoh caob n1r:;;or wa�t do1n •. 

Ivery nig�er in hoe1n� cotton t1�o wn� a•poacd to o�op one eore 

tl dey. 

"De ni�',gora l1v� 1n. do (!UI!\rtern hu1lt eC>oethin' l1ka n 

town with de houaoo olOfJG together �md v;i.U·, roadtt runn1nt •tween 

de rowa or bu1lt11nea. �e had o ble;bell somett!in• like n church 

beli what run,� :�very mornin• •tore dRy,, den det eamo bell ring 

'bout jus• •tore eun-r1sa for to 30 to de r1eld and'cepin' you 

o1ok yOu b�tter be dor• 
I' 

. "De niegara dey hsvo ohuroh ever:-r �unc1ny but de N·�ut'e oerv-
. ' 

, 

t:tnts go to de white people!J ohurol'\ nn' oSt in de hook on henohea 

ElTl1 tf:ll\.et.l O��ro Of de oh1ll.tmo !'or de Wt'r1te rf'I1SCiU8. 

"I W6D borno(l on 'de twonty-otxtlJ ·h·y or Novemhor l.f13B, 

on• if de Lord leto mo l1ve 'til rlovombar de ·twenty-tJ!Xth ot 
\ . 

1937 ·I' 11 be'· ono hundred an• one yn(\re old. I hnVtl novor t:.oon 

s1ok 1Q tJ.ll de dnys of �ny lire but now I' oe gott1n! pretty ol4 

an' can't �o much ns I used to. In de war peo�le wes dyin' all 

round rne but I never v1as a1ok a ulnt�le (1ny. I didn't knov.· den:1 

discttseo wan o�tchin' • 

. "�4y r,1oeter was f.:a offico'r ln do 1\rmy tm' 1' wont wlt.h '!11m: 

Ho wos wounded 1n de lus' 'htlt.tlo thtlt wo� rouf.!ht. on' �rtor de· 

war war. over he went to de hospltfll 1n ·-··81nt Louis nnd wtw dore 

ten v�,holo months. I went dare wlth him find nurrtt1d him f'tll de 
' 

time nntl atr��ped with �� �m rip,.ht on to .his doAth, r.re c!ono diod 

1n t�u1noy • Flor1dn, AI sevo��teenth :•ey or ;rer;U"1r:r 18f'3. 



lfftbere•e nothln • tri .d a \>�Orld dot I love like J did my 

�.!aster. , 'rtor hi� d.o�th r::�.y two yourte mnstC'ra \�·ent off -- · 

•Onoe I fmembers hoar1n' my 1'nntor oak eomo of tlo other 

.. otr1oer::: h<>W old woul.!5 o n1:.1" er �wvH to bo 't'ora. he oould be �- . 

t�kon to de Army a.o n body servnnt nm1. dey told h1m , 

,.21·.. It wtH1 1n l8t.U whon ho got entitlod to f,o to d£1 wnr, so 

we 'ftOnt dere end waa dora n fOOd llttle wh 1le. T was dere 

in �1ohrnond. when 0onarf;ll ,-;rant t.�ton Richmond twd General l�ee 

en' c:onerol Grant ohnkan htmds with· a lion-olnw grip nnd look 

each n t.har �Jtrnl�-::.ht in de e�·a un' den de flt1g of de !louth vrent 

down. Day wont do-rm . r�ll ovor do oountr:,.·, I ···uevo, nll � o tlngs 

"It eln't ft:tir"; an' he provo� lt. to you toe>. �:e V!r•n c. '"tln of 

his promise� rea 's1r, you aur,ht to love my "nstcr sloep1n' 1n 

his graTe right now. 

Wlfly llaater told. me one nl(�ht st, de supper tnhlo, dr.i:t I ttao 

t26 · y _.,·ears old 4aJs night,�� dat 1t was my birthday an'; 

I waa tree ond oould vote eo I liked.. I •membero ev6ry word my 
. 

Muster oa1d to m�en' J spoke i'JOrd.r1 with my'U1att'eso. 

"Atter rny l1P�stor ��ind de�r put t!11n wnt!'h 1n :,y h�r.do. I 

·didn't know he won a coin' to will it tom, 'til �rt�r he w�e 

dead. · ffin fn thor fr vc it t.o h � m when he �t'l'ns , 21 · · . ·. yen.rA 

diad I took on oo rr.uoh d.en whor. I kne.v my two younr:: P ·J:lters were 



Every t1me.t' we�; eent to the'poet·orrtoe or aometh1n' I woulct 
I . . . 

eo jua•· ae 8tra1ght aa I ·could to my Mester's erave .• : l wae eo,.· 
. . 

: I ' I 

be.d·tbey thou�t. the_y would hnve to send ine btt eo.ovmere. 
'. · '  

�noe wh�n we. went to J"oo�aonv111e we wont. to' c!e hotel 
.. 

, I 

where Mr. tY1ruJlow wa� at. . t'y young ma,t.er• wan dore an� dey : 

said to me, .•Lot mo .,ee dat -�toh, n1ager.' All'. dey enid 1t 

would toke a long w!11l.e. for dem to look at it. ·�'?o stayed dftre 

for 'bout ton �a)'S An' den dey cnve me bMJk ny watch t1n1 se1d, 

"'Look bore, n1gger."1• Ins ide dey hmt ha4 \9%"1 tten. my. Maatflr' • 
. • , ' ' 

'name en' t� me w1 th de. dnte. ot 1904. . You soc l . .  YiftO . il !'fUmn eo 

dey had.· de Cm.�lem p,r1r:ted on. there· too.". (He ahow�d the watch, . :. , , 
. I . , . , 

. .  

old en� eora�o�ed, to. a big thick sD.rer oeao ab.out r1vQ 1nqho,a 

.' 

. : · 
. 

' 

. 
• 

. . 

aor?sn und. two .. tblok!· �It�e jes• l1'ke me now. Wo 1o old en>' I 

·don't •t1nd ·it UJJ ull do j:,lme. l'ao jueP. like de watch o.n'.. 4on't 
, ' , ' I , 

onre w�'t' time 1t 1a. I don't heed to know nohow. 

I 

de oornor or de n1nk. · 1 \ffl& eettln' ne�r 1.t je8' fll1out 11ke l 

nr.1 tl'OOl dat wall now. ,,n • _when 1 h! t my hoec;1 '1 · onw my M�nter 

J'us • as plain ue . I ann · eeo you · e 11 now-. He told me why·- ho 
. ' ··. . / . 

. done �1•o me dat watch. He say ho know I lov�� h1m bettern' 

· anythin• 1n the; world on�! dat he would p.1 ve mo �e watch. An' 

he say dat he g1VO 1t to me oo.;J: WOUld h!iV8 somot.hln' to t.nke 

oare of' me ln ·.my old age .  Ho sa:: I oould oell l t for . · : . ·�'r 
' 

' 

·�$30 · ;· ., on' two doll� t•o en' a bolt ¥torth ot ;;rocer1on ovory 

week for ···--,··2e-. > --<· ' ·· weeks. tn' den tt. w1ll be m�' t1no to .�o. 



l know Jus• •zakley how long I•se gona 11vo. •cause when 1 eells 

dla hore watoh l wftl live �akley twont�·-a1x more weoko. 

"It my P!1aat�r told you be w�n P;ona t1o a thin�� he woul� do 

1t,1t ho didn't d!e,and 1r he· said no you couldn't oha��e; hie 

mind nohow now•r· Ono time my Master say to me: 

"· !t a p�r3on !'w� toith, he will tuwe oonr1o(')nce, nntl oon­

r1tler.ee creates t1 trust. !)fs hero trust w111 metke :.·rJU -�·et �·­

long. I'm go1n' twa�· now e..nd e.m or.md1n' you out tn d1s cruel aa� 

wicked world, whore y. ·n will rind many th1nca dest �o •c�1nst 1011 

but Y'YJ mue' tsko it to de J..or<l 1n preyer. • '':··. ·· 

"Yea a1�. de wh1to.peo:·lo 1� jus' 11ko de l.ord, de�· al,�aya 

was nnt day alwayo will be•" . 
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