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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

June 19 Glacier Grotto Meeting. The program will be an NSS slide show on
Cave of the Winding Stair. Meetings are held in room 312 Grant
Hall, Alaska Pacific University at 7:30 pm.

July 5-6 Homer/ Kachemak Bay seacave trip. Trip leader is Sydney Jenkins
274-0805.

July 17 Glacier Grotto Meeting. Meetings are held in room 312 Grant Hall,
Alaska Pacific University at 7:30 pm.

July 20-26 Hike in the White Mountains to look for caves, The Tolovana

Limestone is up to several thousand feet thick in this area and is
known to be cavernous in the Minto area., (See V 5 # 2 of the
Alaskan Caver for description of the area.) The trip will entail a
twenty mile hike in on the White Mountain Trail to get to the base
of the mountains and climbing around on the mountains the rest of
the time. Contact Rich Hall at 333-2090 as soon as possible if you
are interested.
July 28-Aug.l NSS Convention in White Bear Lake, Minnesota (see p 5),
NOTE : we need a representative at the convention; if you plan
to go please contact Jay Rockwell at 277-7150,
August 16-17 Possible trip to check out Devenian Limestone in the Mentasta Lake
area., Check with Rich Hali if you are interested.
August 2! Glacier Grotto Meeting. The program will be an NSS slide show on
Caving Safety.
Aug.24-Sept.l Annual Labor Day Chitistone Valley cave trip.
September |8 Glacier Grotto Meeting.
QOctober 16 Glacier Grotto Meeting. The program will be an NSS slide show.
November 20 Glacier Grotto Meeting.
December 18 Glacier Grotto Meeting. The program will be an NS5 slide show.

The ALASKAN CAVER is a periodic publication of the Glacier Grotto of the
National Speleclogical Society. Subscriptions are free to members. Membership
dues are $3 per annum. Dues can be sent to Sydney Jenkins at Box 4-2917,
Anchorage, AK 99509. Copyright 1980 by Glacier Grotto. Material not copyrighted
by individuals or other groups may be copied by other NSS publications provided
credit is given to the ALASKAN CAVER and a copy of such publication is sent to
the editor.

Editor: GROTTO OFFICERS
Richard Hall President Juiius Rockwel]
Pubiisher: V. President David Street
David Moll Secretary Richard Hall
Treasurer Sydney Jenkins

At Large David Moll

NATIONAL SPELEOLOGICAL SOCIETY

The Glacier Grotto is a chapter of the National Speleological Society and as
such [ felt it was worthwhile to plug the NSS in the Alaskan Caver.

The NSS provides numerous benefits to members. Bits of information on
National and International caving topics in the Alaskan Caver are often taken from
NSS publications. Many of the slide shows at Glacier Grotto meetings are ordered
from the NSS at very reasonable rates. The annual NSS Convention is a week chock
full of caving information, caving activities and cavers and is well worth the trip.

This issue of the Alaskan Caver is devoting two pages to the NS5 and two pages
to the NSS Convention near Minneapoiis MN July 28 - August | 1980 for non-NSS
cavers In Alaska as an invitation to join --- but please not at the expense of joining
the Glacier Grotto, we need your membership too.



TYPES OF MEMBERSHIP AND ANNUAL DUES

Reguiar (Age 17 and over) All membership privileges as well
as monthly publication ¥§5 News, quarterly publication
NSS Bulletin .vouv v e $15.00

Associate: Non-voting. For all under 17 and, if they wish,
non-11.5. citizens living abroad and full-time students $10.00

Family Member (regular): Another adult in a Regular {or
higher) Member's immediate family may obtain Regular
Membership privileges without publications ....... 34.00

Family Member {(Associare): Another adult in a Associate
Member's immediate family, or a child under 17 of any
member, may obtain membership without the right to
vote, to hold office. or receive publications . ...... £4.00

Sustaining: All membership privileges (335 credit toward Life
membership until nine-tenths of total payment is
reached ... ... i $50.00

Life Membership: All membership privileges ........ $350.00

Gift: May be given by any NSS Member (the donor shall be
responsible for familiarizing the new member with the
NS5 Conservation Policy). Ordinary rates apply.

Insritutional: (Educational and scientific institutions,
cOmMMErcial Caves, BIC.) .. cuviurnariemnnecaaaann $25.00

Subscriptions: NEWS and BULLETIN {Libraries) ... $18.00

O NEWS (Oaly) $10.00 [0 BULLETIN (Only) £10.00
MAIL APPLICATION AND DUES TO:

NATIONAL SPELEOQLOGICAL SOCIETY, INC.
CAVE AVENUE
HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA 35810
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NSS POLICY
FOR CAVE CONSERVATION

The National Speleclogical Society believes: That
caves have unigue scientific, recreational, and scenic
values; That these values are endangered by both care-
lessness and intentional vandalism; That these values,
once pone, cannot be recovered; and that the respon-
sibility for protecting caves must be assumed by those
who study and enjoy them.

Accordingly, the intention of the Society is to
work for the preservation of caves with a realistic
policy supported by effective programs for: the
encouragement of self-discipline among cavers; educa-
tion and research concerning the causes and preven-
tion of cave damage; and special projects, including
cooperation with other groups similarly dedicated to
the conservation of natural areas. Specifically:

All contents of a cave—formations, life, and loose
deposits—are significant for its enjoyment and inter-
pretation, Therefore, caving parties should leave a
cave as they find ii. They should provide means for
the removal of waste; limit marking to a few, small
and removable signs as are needed for surveys; and,
especially, exercise extreme care not to accidentally
break or soil formations, disturb life forms or unnec-
essarily increase the number of disfiguring paths
through an area.

Scientific collection is professional, selective and
minimal. The collecting of mineral or biological
material for display purposes, including previously
broken or dead specimens, is never justified, as it
encourages others to collect and destroys the interest
of the cave.

The Society encourages projects such as: establish-
ing cave preserves; placing entrance gates where
appropriate; opposing the sale of speleothems; sup-
porting effective protective measures; cleaning and
restoring over-used caves; cooperating with private
cave owners by providing knowledge about their cave
and assisting them in protecting their cave and
property from damage during cave visits, and encour-
aging commercial cave owners to make use of their
opportunity to aid the public in understanding caves
and the importance of their conservation.

Where there is reason to believe that publication of
cave locations will lead to vandalism before adequate
protection can be established, the Society will oppose
such publication.

It is the duty of every Bociety member to take
personal responsibility for spreading a consciousness
of the cave conservation problem to each potential
user of caves, Without this, the beauty and value of
our caves will not long remain with us.

Are you interested in

AVE.S

NATIONAL SPELEOLOGICAL SOCIETY

affiltated with the
American Association For The Advancement Of Science
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GULL ROCKS SEACAVES

The first rainy weekend of the season; that about sums up the May 17-18 Gull
Rocks overnight. An afternoon of partly sunny on Saturday, snow at Turnagain Pass,
and sleet on the hike out added variation to the otherwise continuous rain which the
winds kept moving horizontally. If you've ever camped at Gull Rock you'll recall the
vegetation windbreak which acts like a giant wedge forcing the wind to blow over
your heads thereby providing excellant shelter from the nasties as long as you stay
in camp.

Saturday afternoon I and three others headed west along the coast looking for
seacaves. The other hikers were Mountaineering Club of Alaska members. Seacaves
are formed by the waves eroding softer veins in the rock along the high tide line.
They are common on Turnagain Arm, Kachemak Bay, Resurrection Bay and many
other places where rock cliffs are met by tidal waters (see Alaskan Caver Vol 4
Num 3). We found about twenty caves including two fifty footers and taped a
seventy foot long tunnel that I had found last year. Details of the new caves may
appear in a future issue of the Alaskan Caver.

It was fun looking for them and climbing on the rocks but the real excitement
came on the way back to camp. We had left camp while the tide was going out but
by the time we got two miles down the coast to Gull Rock 2 the tide was well on its
way in again, cutting off any chance of using our shoreline route for returning. We
had known this would happen but we also knew that the map showed the Gull Rocks
Trail passing near the beach at that point. What we didn't know was that at two
miles past Gull Rock, the trail was only a memory or a figment of a cartographer's
imagination. Even when we found ancient orange flags marking the trail (which we
couldn't find at all for the first quarter mile) we spent our time pushing aside bushes
and devel's club to make our way through. In other words, the trail needs a bit of
maintenance. But we arrived back in camp only five hours after we had left for a
nice hike down the beach.

Rich Hall

ALASKA CAVE POTENTIAL RESEARCH - CURRENT STATUS

[ am currently doing a good bit of library research to determine areas of
limestone in Alaska and their cave potential. I am concentrating most of my efforts
on USGS publications: Bulletins, Professional Papers, geologic maps, and Open File
Reports, but check out other references when I have a good lead. USGS Publications
are available in three places in Anchorage: the USGS Public Inquiries Office on 2nd
Ave, the Resources Library in the Federal Building,and the University Consortium
Library. The University has the smallest collection but by far the best hours for
someone who works during the day.

I have not restricted my research to any one part of the state but have
concentrated my efforts wherever caves are known or are rumored to occur. [ am
learning what general areas of the state contain limestone and I am amazed at how
much limestone exists here although it is not all of such quality as to contain caves.
I have also found that some areas have many articles written on them and some very
few (the areas that are more extensively documented are generally those with
mineral or petroleum potential).

I expect it will take me a few years to make a thorough research at my present
rate and would like to coordinate activities with anyone else who is interested. I
could use some help on several aspects: library research, talking to people about
caves they know, field research (for its own sake or while you're out doing something
else). 1 would also be glad to share my findings and library with anyone interested in
the subject.

Rich Hall




APRIL MEETING

The April meeting proved to be more exciting than most. Jay Rockwell talked
about some caves and possible caves that he saw while in the Brooks Range in the
Atigun Pass area. He visited Ross Brockman's cabin (Alaska Caver vol 4 no ) but
didn't have time to get into any caves. Rich Hall announced the Gull Rocks seacave
trip and other upcoming cave trips.

The best part of the meeting was the NSS slide show on Wayne Cave in Indiana.
Rusty Rubeck had suggested the show because he had been caving some there in the
late sixties. What no one knew was that John Jansen had been in on the discoveries
in much of the cave during the mid-fifties and had spent a lot of time in the cave.
John's his wife Barbara had also been caving there in the same pericd. So the three
of them gave a great description of the cave and account of the discoveries for the
rest of us. Three Glacier Grotto members who had been in the same cave at any
time, especially in Indiana was quite a stroke of chance, but the big surprise was
when we were suddenly presented with a full face slide of Rusty coming through a
squeeze fifteen years ago. Rusty had no idea that his picture was in the slide show
which had been put together in 1967. We then saw a few of Jay's slides of the Byron
Icefield caves and the meeting was adjourned.

It was good to see Harvey Bowers at the May meeting. He has been Outside
much of the winter and will be working in the field all summer so he probably won't
be able to go on any trips this year but hopefully will be scouting for caves wherever
he goes. At the May meeting we discussed different types of vertical caving gear
and agreed that we should get some vertical practice some Saturday.

Glacier Grotto

The Alaskan Caver

Richard Hall, Editor

4607 Klondike Court

Anchorage, Alaska
99504
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