
North American Bird Bander North American Bird Bander 

Volume 1 Issue 2 Article 4 

1976 

Some Starling Notes Some Starling Notes 

Mabel Warburton 

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.usf.edu/nabb 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Warburton, Mabel (1976) "Some Starling Notes," North American Bird Bander: Vol. 1 : Iss. 2 , Article 4. 
Available at: https://digitalcommons.usf.edu/nabb/vol1/iss2/4 

This Contents is brought to you for free and open access by the Searchable Ornithological Research Archive at 
Digital Commons @ University of South Florida. It has been accepted for inclusion in North American Bird Bander 
by an authorized editor of Digital Commons @ University of South Florida. For more information, please contact 
digitalcommons@usf.edu. 

https://digitalcommons.usf.edu/
https://digitalcommons.usf.edu/
https://digitalcommons.usf.edu/nabb
https://digitalcommons.usf.edu/nabb/vol1
https://digitalcommons.usf.edu/nabb/vol1/iss2
https://digitalcommons.usf.edu/nabb/vol1/iss2/4
https://digitalcommons.usf.edu/nabb?utm_source=digitalcommons.usf.edu%2Fnabb%2Fvol1%2Fiss2%2F4&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.usf.edu/nabb/vol1/iss2/4?utm_source=digitalcommons.usf.edu%2Fnabb%2Fvol1%2Fiss2%2F4&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:digitalcommons@usf.edu


Pearson, E.W., P.R. Skon, and G.W. Corner. 1967. 
Dispersal of urban roosts with records of star- 
ling distress calls. J. Wildl. Manage., 31(3):502- 
506. 

Royall, W.C., Jr., J.L. Guarino, A. Zajanc, and C.C. 
Siebe. 1972. Movements of Starlings banded in 
California. Bird-Banding, 43[1):26-37. 

Snider, P.R. 1965. Southwest Region, Fall Migra- 
tion. 8/16-11/30. Audubon Field Notes, 19[1]: 
64-66. 

U.S. Environmental Data Service. 1966. October 

1966. Climatological Data, Colorado, 71(10):155- 
170. 

U.S. Weather Bureau. 1965a. November 1964. Cli- 

matological Data, Colorado, 69(11):179-196. 
U.S. Weather Bureau. 1965b. September 1965. Cli- 

matological Data, Colorado, 70(9):159-178. 

U.S. Weather Bureau. 1966. November 1965. Cli- 

matological Data, Colorado, 70(11) :197-214. 
Van Velzen, W. T., and C.S. Robbins. 1971. The 

breeding bird survey, 1969. Admin. Rep., Mi- 
gratory Bird Populations Station, Bur. Sport 
Fisheries & Wildlife. 75 pp. 

West, R.R. 1968. Reduction of a winter starling pop- 
ulation by baiting its preroosting areas. J. 
Wildl. Manage., 32(3):637•640. 

Williams, F. 1966. Southern Great Plains Region, 
Fall Migration, 8/16-11/30. Audubon Field 
Notes, 20(1):64-66. 

Unit of Ecology, Section of Bird Damage Control, 
Fish and Wildlife Service, Bureau of Sport Fish- 
eries and Wildlife, Building 16, Denver Federal 
Center, Denver, Colorado 80225. 

Some Starling Notes 
Mabel Warburton 

Regarding returns, repeats and recoveries of 
Starlings, some banders report that Starlings 
"seldom return": Bell (EBBA NEWS 32(4):174) and 
Fisk (EBBA NEWS 17(5):5-6). My Starling figures 
from my Woodhaven Bird Banding Station are as 
follows: Birds banded: 2747; Returns: 105; 
Recoveries: 67; Repeats: 56. This is better than an 
8% return-repeat-recovery showing on the above 
Starlings. Burtt reported (EBBA NEWS 31(6):286) 
that only 12 Starlings out of 24,784 banded, return- 
ed, and had only 119 repeats from 8,736 birds band- 
ed. 

Concerning repeats, I have had two Starlings that 
repeated four times each. Foreign retraps of 
Starlings were not plentiful, numbering 7. 
Detweiler reported (EBBA NEWS 18(4):52-53) that 
his foreign retraps were from north and east of his 
banding station at Salem, New Jersey, while his 
birds migrated clockwise to the west, northwest, 
and then north. 

Three of my retraps of Starlings were from Dr. 
Fluck's banding station at Washington Crossing 
Park, which is north and slightly west from my 
Woodhaven station. One retrap was a Dickerson 
Starling from Spotswood, New Jersey, which is 
northeast of my station, and two were from 
Detweiler's Salem station, south and west from 
me. Thus three of my retrapped Starlings came 
from the northwest, one from the northeast, and 
three from the southwest. 

Recoveries of Starlings banded by me show that 
my birds moved mostly northeast, to New York, 
Vermont, Maine and New Brunswick, Canada. 
While some near-local recoveries were northwest, 
only one long-flight recovery showed northwest 
movement into Wisconsin. 

It has been suggested that Starlings follow rivers; 
my station, Dr. Fluck's station, and the Rev. 
Detweiler's station were all on, or very close to the 
Delaware River. 

Connie Katholi reported (EBBA NEWS 29(4):173) 
on a cross-billed Starling. On 2 January 1958 we 
banded Starling No. 552-32288 which had a bill 
with each mandible curling into a different direc- 
tion and extremely long. While the bird did not 
appear to be suffering from malnutrition, it ate 
with a sideways shoveling motion, scooping the 
food into the side of the bill rather than picking it 
up. After three more repeats in our trap, we took 
the bird and had its bill trimmed back to a more 

normal size, although this did not eliminate the 
curves. One month later the Starling repeated 
again and seemed in good condition. This made 4 
repeats for this bird; having an eating problem, no 
doubt a well-filled trap would entice this special 
bird to repeat more than a normal bird. 
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