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Federal Writers' Project
Paul Dipgs

Lakealand, Florida
October «8, 1938

SLAVF® STORY OF D, DAVIS; NINTY YFARS OLD

D. Davis=- aliag- "Sap-Sucker" and " Parson Navis,"born in Quitman,
Georgla, 3-10-48. His vcarente were Harry and Mary Smith, they lived
at Hickory Heard ncar Quitman, Georgla. Davis sald: " I was 17
years old when frecdon was declared." ge has been marricd seven
times and 18 the father of 33 ohildren, § of them illi:imate child-
ren} The oidest child was born in 16887 and is 7. years old. ye is
now living on a farm at Brooksville, Florlda. His father, who was
a freeman, came fro: paltinore, var¥land, and his mother was an
Iniian, from Oklahoma. Iils father died in 1026, and his mother in
1860,

Davis came to Brooksville in 1898 from Quitman, Georgia. There
he se4tled on a farm which today compriaes 40 acres, This farm is
being operated Ly his children,

Davis is very jolly and loeks robust, pye wears & swall flat
top derby with a fancy sash around it. Ile had on a sallor blouse,
his trouscrs were blue and vatched with his cshoes shinzd black. His
tceth in front are very irregular, and one unusally long. He sald
that his halr shows his mi.ture, that io ,the crade on his right
side was 1like Indian hair and that of the left was unruly like the
African's halr., This he gaid aprlied to his mustache. The right
side growing faster than the left and of better grade,

During his egrly life as a slave he recalled some of his dutie-
a8 a slave: Davis sald " I plowed in what was known as the poverm:nt
{i21d raising potatocs. This was on the plantation ownz2d by my nas-
t2p Mr, John Yo'Millin, »noar Quitwan, Gzorsia, " The custom of dress
inpg for the youne nen of that time was to wear long tall shirts and

the married w2n « r2 hro2ches, In this make up I plowed behind
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a mule all day long." Fih a ﬂearty laugh he told of “ow they had
to have a pass to go frow one plantation to another,

Navis said, " When my mastars son recturnsd froom the war, I
was in the ficld plowlng, and hé died the second wiek following
his returned. One day while I wae~in the field plowing, I tied
the mule to the fcnoe and muls like he became caught in the traces
and fell, At this moment the boss came along and locked at the
muls, and sald that he was poing tc whip me for tying the mule,
Thds he did. " Davis said that this event happened 1n 1984,

He 8aid, " vy wmaster had wnother mule that when the horn blew,
would stop, and when unlooscd frowm the plow he would run staright
for tihe housc an ) stand nzar the ifence untill some onz would turn
hiw in to be fed. Another instance was that his wastecr had two
slavad who wcu'd run away. " won SwallTand " Blg Boy." They
had an errseer by the name of Herman Morris, He had two dogs 5ht
on thelr +rail and- soon oéptured them, Adter capturinﬁ them they
wzre hung up by their thumbs and whipped good with a catti-o-l1ine
Wiipe

He reoaulled, " onc night #hen I was coming ctack to the slave
gyouarters with a jue of canc bcer, I had i1t tiled t - «y shoulders,
and lad to pass a grave yard . Along with ne I hadt an acocrdian
which I was nlaylng. Saylng, sud:.cnly I saw sonething kicking uo
gand 1n the road, and I got scarcd. I broks and ran, and I had the
jug on my bvack too,,I thought the haunt was catching me. 0f all
th2 holleriny you ever heard! Thon 1 got‘home, my wothetr asked me
what was the matter. I told her what happened. She laupgh~d and
said, " that was ncithing but the jug tied to your back hitting you

as vou ran. I 42 32 2ared Davis dald that I was wet wid swat.”
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® 3he made mé take the Jug fiom my back'and go out in the yard and
ocut some woed, I was kinder slow about moving, and she al&pped'me
'a plenty. I 360n fetched her the wood.™ _
Davis sald, " aftor freocdom while living on a plantation
ac remewbered thers wae u woran #ho had a gold ring on her hand
whoss husband owned & aorite mill on the oreek near the plantation,
His wife died and later her husband died. Another man bought the
mill from his son, and every time he otarted to grind at the mill
some thing weat wrong wit: tho mill. A tan cawe along ani told him
that the milllﬁés haunted. He told the ownsr that he could catch
that haunt . 1f he would give him & 500,00, This he agresd to do.
It was —:ald every time he would run the mill the deal wife of the
chéaued ownar of the mill would rcturn,.and would put out her
hand with a diam-nd ring on iﬁ. She would ask the man‘in dharge
what he was doing there, e told her thas he‘pwned f*e rnill, she
sudiznly slapped him and disappeared. In order to win the money,
the man who was anxious to oatch the haunt and win the mone},
uiscovered that the deceased owners wife was burled #lth the dia-
mond réngs. He 82t out to unzarth the body,chops offthc rings finger
41th the ring on it and shows it as a proof of capturiné the haunt.
Thio ended up in g lawsult to recover thz amount of mon-y oromised
for aspturing the haunt. |
He remembercd soldiers comings on the pléntation during the
war and that his master had bullt corn oribs in the hdazmock to
keep the soldiers from otcaling his corn. But they stole other
thinge., In describing the mode of living during slavery time he
sald thdt the housts were.built out of aud bricks, the floor was

bare olay, and th® wode were  bullt out of fence rails covercd
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#1th boards on top of which was moss that was covered with howe spun
goyi:ring,

‘.Davisﬁsaid; " cver since he was 14 years old he has tried to
breach and follow the ministry until they retired him as a " suner-
annuated preacher." His connection ig with the African M. .Church.
Ye has built 7 churches. Ilis knowledge of the Bible was very good,
we knew al’ of the chapters and recited wany verses from memory,
Hig cducational training, he said, was from Vorris Brown College,
Atlantu, Ggeorsia.

Davis #as asked about sipns and superstitions ouring slavery
ceriods " My mother said that when your left eye jumps you will
2t ancry, and when the rirht on? jumped you would cry Lor joy.
Anothcr,it 18 bad luck to sweer after sundcewn; bad luck t7 buy a
wom2n a palr of stooking; bad luck for a childi to b2 DLora on Fri-
day for all of the children would bz e¢irls; a boy born March
third will prospger; On2 born on gatund&y>will‘haﬁe bati luck,”

Tavis demonstrated how they act2:d whe: their mother pgave
them anything. This was their rosponse in courtesy, Tha boys he L
said,curtesied when they were handed anything. The girls weuld
nave to bznd thelr knees in bowing in thanks for anything handed

tacn, :
Davia was asked what becare of the rany wives, e stated,

"that he guit thew for " hroadcasting®. This he further ekplaincd
for flirting,"

He received his freedom whilc workinos in the fleld when
nig boss came to the field to inform the siaves that théy were free,
Davis asked for the ola mule, and this re g u:st "as erantzd him,

He rémained he sald "m the plantation and werked for his mastier,

¢ wishes to 1live 1o be 1.6 ycars old, He now rcceivis a penusion
from the Florida Stutc Board of Social “eltare,
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