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NEW MEETING TIME AND PLACE!!!!!

SLIDE SHOWS ON GLACIEK CAVES:IIUL

Glacier Grotto meetings will now be held on the third i
Thursday of each month in room . 212, Grant Hall at the
Alaska Pacific University. At our November 15 meeting, |
everyone is asked to bring any glacier caves slides so

we can usher in the glacier caving season. And if the
weather continues like it has with little or no snow it
should be a fantastic season! So if you've never been to |
a meeting, Oor you're interested in trying some glacier !
caving, stop in for the Nov. 15 meeting. | {
f i

ELITOR'S NOTE i

ky apologies for walting so long since the last issue of the Alaskan Caver.
Summer things can only be done while the too-short summer lasts but the cool September
rains have broupsht me back to my senses. 1 won't promise that this periodiecal will
come out in any frequency other than periodically,.ns time and material allow,

In thiz issue 1 have focuszsed on the Caves of Hope, prokably the most accessible
" caves to Ancherage. The Alice J1iIf article and Jay itockwell’s "Cairman's Corner”

were written in 1975 and never published but are as useful today as they were then.

Actually, the Hope area is not the only place nearby that these seacaves exist. 1
have seen them in Kachemak Bay and around Frince William Sound. iesurrection Bay, out
from 3eward, has many beautiful large sea caves which could enly be appreoached from
the water including some tunnels that you could probably get a small boat threough.

1 recommend that everyone check out these "different" caves sometime and request
that when you do, you write a report on where you went and what was there and send it
in to me. Articles on caves and any aspect of caving are of course always welcome.

The ALASKAN CAVER is a
periodic publication of the
Glacier Grotto of the
National Speleoclogical
Society. Subscriptions are
free to regular members.
Membership dues are 33 pgr
annum. Copywright 1579 by - ‘
Glacier Grgtto. Material bres.  Jay Rockwell
not copywrighted by individ- 1 V Pres. David Street
uals or other groups may be ' o

copied by other NSS publi- Secr.  Richard Hal%
cations provided credit is Treas. Sydney Jenkins
given to the ALASKAN CAVER At Lrg. David Moll

and a copy of such publi-
cation is sent to the editor.

Editor: Richard Hall
Publishers David Moll !
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GLACIEA GAOTTO FENBE.S aAND rrI£ZNDS

The following list includes full members {those members who maintain a current

membership in Lhe N33} cesignated
paid their annual dues) de
ex-members and others who

signated "*", s ]
have chown an interest in caves and caving in Alaska.

Y R
¥

associate members (all cothers who have
and friends. "rriends” includes

If you know anyone who would be interested in becoming a member or to correct
any of the listings plcase contact Jay Kockwell or riich Hall.

MELBER NAKE N33 #
Allred, Kevin
Allred, Carlene 16389
Anderson, warren 15287
Arterburn, .amona
Bacon, Bill
Bastasz, Kobert 13696
Bernard, Aon
Dowers, Wm, Harvey 12088
Bowers, Sandy
Brockman, Ross
Debee, Adrian
Debee, Aleta
Duncan, Fhillp C 13202
Duncan, Merrie 14833
Erwin, Margaret
Evans, Charles G
Fire 16538

*E

+5

-

fitzgerald, Brian T.19364

Pitzgerald, Michele M, 20370
Francis, Karl E. 2787
Godbey, William

Gordon, Dennis C. 14423
Green, Jeff

Hall, dichard A 16566
Hall, Elisabeth 3 16557

Halliday,Ur William 812H¢

Hallinan, ur Thomas 6329

Hallinan, Nancy 6367
Halsey, Gary W

Head, Joseph 13561
Higgins, Mary Ann 19423
Iliff, Chuck 13956
I1ifl, Alice 13966
Jaeger, Ronald A

Jansen, John . Loko
Jenking, Sydney 1B193

Jenkins, M_Stanley 19447

ADDRESS HOME FHONE BUS . FHGNE
423 Summit Ave, Kent, WA $BO031
Box 517, Wilson, wY Bj01%
340L Upland Dr, Anchorage., AX 333-92L7

99504
Box 6326 Anchorage, AK 99502

5621 Charlotte Way, #5,Liver-
.more, CA 94550

§15-U43-2200

Box 130 Savagé Dr,Eagle diver, 688-34613
AK 99577
Box 1069, Wasilla, AK 99687 azé-z2294

Wigeman via Bettlesa, AK 99726 via Northwind

Honey un Rd, o2, Box 141,Perkin,
IN 47165 :
3814 Belvoir, Huntsville, AL

35807

508 W 2nd Ave, Anchorage, AX 99510

123 E 11th Ave, anchorage,AK 99501 277-2396 274-8032

2022 Francisco, Berkley,CA 94709

1200 Woodside, A4 t C-4,Ketchikan
AK 99901

Box 120 Savage Dr, Eagle Aiver
AK 99577

Box 1-1605, Palmer,AK 99645

225-4732
£88-2661

745-2337
PO Rox 621 Petersburg,AX 99833
2140 Stanford Dr, Anchorage,AK 99504 276-8935

4607 Klondike Crt, Anchorage
AK 99504

333-2090 265-3365 .

1117 36th Ave E,Seattle,WA 98112

Wolverine Lane,Sx Box 20805
Fairbanks, AK 99701

L79-6064 L79-7h454

2703 W 31lst 5t Anchorage,AX 99503  276-7450 276-4216

$ R Box 20095,Fairbanks,AK 99701 479-7565,7622

663 E 78th Ave,Anchorage,AK 99502 333-2814 277-2571
8o4 "F" ST #) Anchorage AKX 99501 279-4729

Beox 2095, Fairbanks, AK 99701

Box 395 Eagle Wiver,aK 99577 694-2963 272-641b
Box 4-2917, Anchorage,AK 99509 T 274-0805 . 274-2415%

©272-9479
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Kishida, Dr Hiroshi

Klingengrath, Toni

Klinger, Col David
Klinger, Mark D
Klinger, Bryan

Leicht, Dr Aay
Lewias, Stephen K

Nahler, Dr Axel

Margaret, Mary
Mather, David K
mekarland, J.F.

Means, Sam

“"Medrock, fRaymond C

-y

L&

e

“¥oll, David M

¥oll, Yirginia J
¥orton, Bruce

# Nelson, Edward J

|

10583
11298
13052

16963

10316
10106
12696

3202

«s lease, Majr C.d. Jr 4BL7:
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Perkins, George

Rockwell, Dr Julius 11308
#= tockwell, Elizabeth 15232

tockwell, Julius
itogers, Bruce W

subeck, Austy

* Sims, Steve
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Sims, Pat
Smith, Hardy

Smith, Dr Warren

Stafford, Xen

Street, David
Street, Nancy
Street, Kathryn
Street, Jennifer
Street, Michael
Thiele, Jim

Urbach, Monserrat
Van Note, Michael J

Vellikanje, dobert S
Westman, Erik D
Wickwire, Thomas
Wllson, Kent

Wice, Mitch _

17856
6732r

5603,

15051

8257
9080
9960
13702
15327

14174

3-16-3 Minamionkashima Taishyo-ku.
Usaka 551 Japan

via Al Cister, Hone 3/1, BS5 136
Trieste, Italy

106 Center St. Leavemworth WA 98826 | ;

axA Box 1735-k, Anchorage, AK $9507 349-13148  271-5069 \

2508 Sprucewood St, Anchorage, AK 2?2-5?0} 276-4566
99504

gobert-Koch-Strasse 37, D-75i8 !
Bretten, West Germany I

Anchorage , AK 276-18L6 :

219 0th Ave #2,Falrbanks,AK 99701 .

1200 Dimond Blwvd 1478, Anchorage 349-2219
AK 99502 ) _

Box 3584% DT, Anchorage,AK 99510 694-9258 2?9—55??,8315 |

o

S? Box 50386, Fairbanks, AK 99701 / v

55 Wilcox Ave, Falrbanks,AK 99701  479-5287 456-4982,
L52-3214

Sk 206, Eagle niver, AK 99577 694-9112 - .

Box Bi4, Kodiak, AK 99615 486-3672 |

Hox 547, APO New York 09057
Box 300, Yaldez, AK 99689 835-4371
294l Emory St, Anchorage, AK 99504 277-71%0 271-3129

889 Colorado Ave, Palo Alto,CA 94303
SR Box 9127, Eagle iiver, AK 99577 4694.3571

1769 Wickersham Ur, Anchorage L4173 ;
AK 99507 |
Box 5153, North Pole, AKX 99705 48B-6653

(24%3-5134 in Anchorage)
School of Sciences and Technelogies,University of Houston
at Clear Lake City, 2700 Bay Area Blvd, Houston, TX 77058

518 kandal Nanor, Witchita, Kansas 67203 1
2510 Foraker Lir, Anchorage, AK 243-4829 271-3484 |
99503 i
|
|
|

3437 Dickson Dr, Anchorage,AK 99504 333-6396 745-3178
Balmes, 1483y 3Y 2A Barcelona, Spain 1
PO Box 7755, Ketchikan, AX 99%C1 -

|
2600 Draner, Anchorage, AK 99503 277-8204 I
Box 1313 Seward, AK 99664 224.3516 224-3019,3023 i

908 Smyth, Fairvanks, AK 99701 - 452-1568 , st
7880 W iice nd, Bloomington, Ind. 47401 B12-825-5216 i DEREHEEE
2611 W 29th Ave, Anchorage, AK 272-5307  263-1238 |

99503
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CHAIRMAN'S CORNER

Alaska Cave Area HNo. 1

The caves of Hcpe are situated on the north shore of the Kenai
Peninsula. At low tide, a handsome beach of sand and pebbles
extends from the waters of Turnagain Arm to the rocky cliffs in
which the caves are formed. At high tide, the waves wash against
the cliffs and into the caves. The Arm, a fjord of tremendous
tides, has been largely filled with sands of glacial streams;
waters going in and out roar and appear like rivers. Under cer-
tain conditions of wind and tide, a tidal bore occurs. For ob-
vious reasons, boating is practically non-existent and the beach
remains in its unlittered, pristine state. At its closest point
the corridor (power, pipeline, rail, and road) is four miles away
across the Arm.

It would be nice to feel that the beaches and caves will remain
unspoiled forever, but this is not necessarily so. Building a
bridge across the Arm at its narrowest point will soon make good
sense economically, substantially reducing the distances between
Anchorage and Seward, and Anchorage and Kenai. The former route
would traverse the general area of the caves and beach described
here; the latter would run to Burnt Island through a similar area
and then to the o0il fields north of Xenai. If these two forks of
the road were built a hundred or more yards back from the tops of
the cliffs, as was done with the road from Sunrise to Hope, there
would be no problem. Both beach and caves would be undisturbed.
But, the modern way to build highways is right on the beach: cut-
ting through the little points of rock that jut out, filling in
the caves with talus, and creating impoundments which will gradu-
ally be filled with silt. Such has been the fate of most of the
beach and caves on the north side of the Arm, and more recently,
on the southeast side of Point Valdez.

The caves are owned jointly by Federal and State agencies, the di-
viding line being the mean high water mark. Below the high water
is all State land, and a highway department less appreciative of
the scenic and recreational resources of the State than the present
administration could push the road to completion without public
hearings, provided Federal funds were not involved. A highway on
Forest Service lands, the preferred route, would require public

hearings, and the beach route would, of course, have to be con-
sidered.

The most logical solution now is to establish an undeveloped sea-
shore park between the most suitable tentative highway centerline
and the low tide mark of Turnagain Arm. Concurrent recreational
development could be served adequately by enlarging Porcupine

Creek Campground and creating a new campground in the Burnt Is-
land or Burnt Island Creek area. Interconnecting trails with shel-
ter cabins would enhance the already gquasi-wilderness setting and
would maintain the beach and littoral caves in their present set-

ting. A \
5 Julius Rockwell



SFRING VISIT TG GULL ACGCK CAVES

Un the weekentd orf fLay Sih, .10 nrnd 1 went on A hlke to Sull ook with oihoy
membors of the eountaincaring lub of Alaska including bave BElinger., Dave iz alro =
Jlacier Crotto memier though he hag sires relired te the racific northocct Lo enjoy
the gunchine. Ye loft Lown early, arrived at Forcupine Cangsrcune just west of Yopa
slout 11 #m and fook our time hiking the 4 to 5 miles to Gull -ock., Dull .cck is =2
veninsuln which juls a thoucand feet into Turnagain Arm from about the northernmost
point of the Fenal Feninsula. .

tiith the aun dug wost and the tide out we set atrout my real reacson for beins
there - to loock for sem caves. Wwe set of! to the west and 1t cidn't take long since
the rirst cave we found was in Gull ,lock itmelf. ¢ was only about 20 feet deep {1
refused to ¢rll the numcrous holes less than 10 feet deep caveg) and 20 feet hiph
with a width at the entrance of 6 feet, narrowing as it went back, 1This 15 an rxample
of the tycical sea cave in the area. A short way aleng the beach was a second, very
sinilar cave. The third was similar too, although it had a it more character with a
low, wide entranee and a taller room behind it. $till less than hall of 2 mpile doon
the Leach, we found mumbsr. 1t was a tunnel, about 70 feet lorg ani 10-15 feet
hirk and wide with two cmall side tunnels which would require a light source to
investigate. Within 1he next yuarter mile there were four more caves; wo 40
footers and two 15 footers. &1l told I sketched about 250 foot of eave and returned
just as the tide was lapoping the rocks of our escape route.

Hot content, 1 aweke early the next day and headed east as the tide wa=m going
cut., I soon came across 2 hice Y-shaped double-cntrance cave with about 50 foot of
passafe and & nicely vaultied ceiling. It was followed by twe rore tunnels and seven
cther caves in the next mile of beach. There secmed to be no typical place to fint
them, some were at the tips of rock peints and some were at the furthesi distznce
from the shore; one had roots in its reoor and probably won't be there the sams time
next year. I had come t0o a place where there was no way to go farther without
climbing way up the slope or getting wet so0 I returned to Gull nock. 1t being
extreme low tiae, I was zble to enter two beautiful caves under Gull qcck itself
which I couldn't have agproached two hours before, 'The Iirst of the two probably
had the largest volume of all the caves I entered that day as it was rectangular in
the back rather than coming to & point, and measured 40 feet deep by 15 feet wide Dy
20 feet high, A1l in all, I sketched about 300 feet of cave that morning.

Jiy conclusions are geveral: 1. I've been in some karyland and West Virzainia
caves that were lesg interesting. 2. 1 ghould always carry a flashlight, compnss,
tapemcasure and camera for documentation. J.ly sketches didn't show encuch detail
for the size of the caves when sketched at 1000 or 500 feet to the inch. 4. These
caves are the most accessible caves to Anchorage being only %0 miles 2way and opon
at low tide for et least half the year. (Actually tnis conclusion has only come to
me while trying to get trips organized to cave areas in other parts of the state,

%. Access from the water would be a lot easier than hiking in and climbing through

the brush to get to the beach. 6. Itz a fun hike whether or not you go caving although
any cave-ctarved splecholic shouldn*t pass up the chance. 7. I really should go back
but haven't yet.
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THE CAVES OF HOFE

n July B,5, and 6, 1975, six ]i33 members found and mapped 11 |
new littoral ecaves in the rocky cliffs within 3% miles to the |
northwest of Hope, Alaska. Total pacsage length was about &00|
feet. UNearly all the caves were in Chugiak graywacke. Cave
reports and photographs of several caves are included, The

Hope trip should be annual, at least until the cntire rocky

portion of the north coast of the Kenal Peninsula is checked
out for more caves.

Hope, Alaska, is reached by driving 70 miles south from Anchorage on the
Seward Highway, and turning right on the well-maintained gravel Hope Access Zoad
for another 17 miles. The town was founded in 1896, by gold seckers, and has
a post office, a general store, and a gas station. The U.S. Forest Service's
Forcupine Creek Campground (24 sites, picnic tables, tent spaces, and drinking
water) is 1.5 miles past the town, and is the logical base for exploring the
cave and beach areas below the Gull idock hiking trail.

The caves at Hope are small, littoral openings formed along weak joints in
the intertidal zone. Because of high tides in Turnagain Arm, it is imperative
to be aware of high and low tides before hiking on the beach. Not only does high
t+ide cover the beach and fill many of the caves, but the cliffs along the beach
are quite steep and smooth, with few exceptions. Gull dock Trail is as much as
a quarter mile from the beach and as high as 7?00 feet up. The mountain sides are
covered with dense growth of alders, devil's club, spruce, birch, poplar, and
insects. The beach sand is fairly firm to walk on but tends to be *guick”™ in
spots. Good hiking boots, a hard hat, and flashlights are suitable eguipment,
Mest of the caves run NE/3W in the rock, and contain flora and fauna iypical of
northern intertidal zones.

On July &, 1975, Alice and Chuck f1iff, and Jay, Liz, and 7Tad rockwell
explored a quarter mile area of beach near the campground containing three caves
{Surprise, seashore, Dragon Tongue). 'lape measurements and photographs were takern.
The weather was ideal for camping and exploring. On Saturday {July 5}, this
same group began hiking along the beach at low tide, zgain looking at the first 32
caver, then proceeding northwest up the beach. ‘he rock faces contaln many c¢racks.
indentations, and fractures, which often can be confused with actual cave orenings
from a distance. The rock primarily Is Chuglak graywacke, with quartz and some
calcite intrusions. Some caves show evidence of prospecting attempts %o remove
the quartz. :

Halfway Island (see quadrangle map on cover) may be accessible at low tide by
rubber boat. There are similar rock features as on the mainland, with the possi-

@
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Surprize cave @
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Jagged Jr Cave « Jaggec Cave

Lragon Tongue Cave

ECEITATS
10 feet

Seashore Cave



bility eof morc caves, After taping dogred Cave ard Jagged, Jr, Cave, which are 1 3/5

miles KW of Lragyan Tonpue Lave, wWo contipaea noribwoest on the beach for 3,000 fegt
1o a clif! tace containing § caves. We ate luncn hree in the sun {(later naming Lhe
area the lLunch Laven), dnece 5 caves appearsd L= have loos rockweed im them, rue-

gesting that the cuven do not 1'ill entirely at high tide (though the beacn bLecoomes
inaccessibla), Terraces of sravel on the floors curnsgest ctorm tide and wave action.
AL thoe northwent end of the Lunch Cave arca, there is a rock stiructutre rescnmkling

the eys of u needle -- a window in the rock. About 120 feet northwest up the lLeach
from the eye we found dockweed Cave, in a rocky section covered with slippery secaweed.
Hear the buck of the cave we found a luminescent, wet moes {or molé), supgesting the
hiph water line seldom covers the entire cave floor.

After tapinmg and more photorraphing, the tide was getting 100 hirh to procecd
any further on the beach. ‘The guarter mile of bushwack/climb up through the swanmp
alders to the 70u-Toot high Gull {ock Trail made us appreciate the “eaten path.
There was evidence of Dall sheep hair on the bushes. Afier reaching the trail, it
wae 2 pleasant walk back te the campground. On the way, Sandy and Harvey Bowers
joined us. Ue all shared one cumpsite, due te holiday c¢rouds. After a camp cdinner,
Sandy, Harvey, and Jay returned to the Tirst 3 caves and did more extensive tarping
in bDrayoen Tonguc.

For the record, total passage length measzured was about 400 feet. All i1 caves
were within a 3 1/2 mile stretch of the beach,

On Sunday, it was decided to end the beach walks and go to Eyron Glacler to
check snowslide cave entrances., e broke camp and made a sport, futile attempt to
catch humpback salmon in the creek. A local resident thought he remembered a
cave on Gull xock itself, leaving more exploration open for the area.

For anyone going to +the Hope area to visit these caves, we reccmmend referring
to this article, individual cave ferms and maps, and photographs. Kope is a
beautiful area of uncpoiled beach and spectacular mountain scenery, that when
mixed with the fun of exploring the sea caves, provides a most enjoyable wecekend
trip.

-Alice I1iff

The maps, cave reports and photographs not printed in this issue are available
from Jay Jdockwell.-Ed,

Glacier Grotto
The Alaskan Caver
5.A. Hall, Editor
LEQ7 Klondike Crt.
Anchorage, Alaska
99504
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