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Federal Writers' Project
American Guide
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Orlando ‘rojeoct . tav 18, 1937
888 words

EATE GOLDEN

Bx~-slave, 84 yesrs cld,
Now living at Orlando, lorida)

ﬁDis oormmin' fifteenth day of January I'll he 84 vears
old., Y was borned in Lumpkin County, Georgia. An' den while
] .was iittle we was moved to Makinso%. My Yaster was Vr,
Campbell an' he was & preacher. Ye had one daughter an' five
sons. My mother was de vyoung Misses'! house-wonman, “hen she
got married to a lawyer by d; name of Bennett way &own in Thomes-
ville, my kaster kave me to her to t&ko with her for her house-
womane. Dat was do way it was den, If a man was wealthy 'nuf

when his chiilen got married he would give dom some slaves,

"My new Master was like moe'! younz peoples today - al-
ways lookin' for somethin' big with lots of money 1 1t an?
don't never want to 4o notﬁin'. Nis mother was 2 vich o0ld wo-~
men an' when he got marrled she save him lots an' lots of

slaves. He sure was lucky to marry Prescher Camphell's dasught-

€Yo

"My mother's name was Faster an' she had ten chillen, .

1 wes do next to de oldes’,



"My step-father, I always ocallced him pappy 'cause I °
d1dn't knnw no betﬁer; hoe was tralned to be a cﬁrpenﬁer an?
after freedom he bought a little place near do Boﬁngt's en'
ateyed-Qeré, but'k atayed\righp 6n,1n de big houae.. My mother
used ¢o come over to de big hcuse an' nursG gnyone whon doy'

got eick,

"y mother was de house»maid Tor Mistress an'! ghe uged?
to léaVu de ohillen ﬁith my mother when ahe:ﬁint eway, My
mopher would ﬁuﬁse de baby som;timén and d1aen 8he would tnkoﬁ
her own raby and nurse it. Many wﬁibe women hed Négro women
to nurse dere bables instead 6f u nurein’ demldiyaalvoa. De

niseer women sure loved de white babios too,

ol

| nWe.hudvdﬁureh'in de afternoons on Rupdgys.‘ De chureh
was *bout twoAmilei'frdq de pluﬁtntiog an!‘dg white peoples
would use ne bﬁqg;es aﬁ'_lbt us uaelde wagong an' nmules, We
set in de badk'or‘de ohurch an! de preacher preached somethin?
lik; dis hsre: - |

i

. " 'We hus oome here today to worahlp #n?'praise do Lord.
Do you all want Lo know how to pleaao yuur de? Be godd slavss
an' obey your masters en' dat is 2ll you needs %o Go to be

saved . ':} |

*No s8ly; we ain't never studied runnin' way much, .Ouy
darkiesvdldn't run way 'cause de &aster hidn?t 'low no miss-
hundliﬁ' on his plese. De darkles wus jea' like dey 1s today,

some of dem 18 good an' mome of dem 1s ewful mean., Dere was



some zood .mssters an' some bad onea, Our !Master 4id not 'low
no punishment an' when he rented his slaves - out, nohody else

better not whip ‘em either, He qﬁre‘waa a good man,

_ "Some of de Masters w:s awful mean to de darkies,

Dere wus a man by de name of Young who had'!bout 200 darkies
an' was awful mean to"em. Den dere was a étanlev man who was
always thinkin' up somethin? mean to do to the darkiea.wuo
WOhld tie 'em up with her arms to der feot an' whip 'em on one

8:de an' den Jerk 'om over an' whi: de other side,

"When dey zot tired of whippin' de darkies dey made a
place dey called hell, Dey tied up a nig er in a oroka sack
an' put him up on a roﬁe over an' open fire an' smoked an'

burned him somethin' awrul.

"De darkies always had to have a rass whenever dey
went anywhoro. I 'members one time a darkey come to take
some of de wcmen at de biz houase out for e ride. An' dey was
good lookin' women too, Dis darkoy belonged to a rich nan an'
he thougzht he didn*t need no rass., He got 'bout two miles
from de quarters when dey causzht him, Dey stripped him plumd
naked an' whipped him risht dere *fore ell de women, Wy |

mother ahw'h}m right dere stark naked a gettin' a whippihh

i

"When de Maaters heard dat d&e darkies was a goin' to

be free dey aurel waes mad an' meaner'n ever to 'em,



. WALteY we. wa- free I atayed ricght on at de big house.,
De Govornmont tried to make somekind of a lew or somethin’
'bout us what dey called 1llegitanates or somethin' s» as we
could lﬁay right on at de blg house with de NMaster., J stey-

ed dere 'bout ten yoato, I reokon,

» I gome down to Oflando 'cause dey had good wages
here at dat tive an? I could mave up somathin'. 7 worked at
‘de Ives for years an' years, Dey vlways did say I was & gmood

darkie, too.

"I had three ohillon. two .sons an' a daughter, My
girl dled long time ago an! ny oldeat son Jus' dled las'

mnth\ ‘ 3 [

"I've soe e :00d many good days an' & gfood wmany had
ones. Sometimes I don't aee how J could live through it,

but I guess de Lo#d will take cnre of me. He always has,"”
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