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Orlando rroJeot 
85G worda 

Federal Writers� Project 
American Guide 

Orlnndo, l"lorida 

KATI GOLOB 
ix-slnve, 84 years old, 

• 

Pay 18, 103? 

Now living at Orlando, D'lorida: ) 

"Dis OOJmlin' titteenth day··ot January I'll he 04 years 

old. I was borned in Lumpkin County, Georgia. An' den while 

I.waa little we waa.,moved to Makinson. My Mester wna Mr. 

Camr-bell an·' he wae a fll"osoher. He had one daughter an' five 

eons. My mother was de young Misses' hout:e-womftn. ·�'hen mho 
! 

got tt�rried to a l,awyer by 4e name or Bennett way down in Thomlla-
' ' v1lle1 my Master gaTE,t. me to her to take with her tor hor houRe-

wom.�t.&e Dat was de way 1t was don. It a man was wealth:' •nut 

wban h1o ch1llen got married he would ��i Vtt dom so1ne aleves• 

. "'ly new tvl.?l.$ter was like rnos' young reo:pleu today - al·· 

ways look1n' tor· aometh1n' hie with lot;n or monfty 1 it e.n' 

don•t·never want to do nothtn'. T!is mother wns A. rich old uo-

man an' when he rrot married. she t�(tV8 him lots on' lots or 

slaves. He sure WAS luoky to mnrry Preecber Orunp'bel.l'n. dau�ht-

er. 

"HY· mother' a name was 'F'.aeter o.n' gho h�d tAn ch!llen .. 

�was do next to d� o�des•. 



�Y step-tether, I alwuya cBllod him pappy •oauae I · 

. ' 

didn't kll'>W no bet.t.er, ho wus trained to bo a �arpenter an• 

atter treeclom he bought· a lit tle pleoe naer eta Bennet•·• en' 
. ' 

ata;yed dere, but l stayed 1rigbt on. in do big house. Uy mother 
�ed ··Go oome over to de big bouse' an' nurae anyon• whan doy 

got a1ck. 

to leav� de obillen w1 th my Tl!dthor w�am she �ant away. My 
I 

mother would t1u.loae de bnby so:netin,oo aml dan .,ullo would to.kon 

her own t•tiibY .and nurse .tt·. Many whitEl womnn �ad N�gro women 
' . . 

• . ' . . ,l • 

to nurse dare ·ba.blea instead ot a nursin' der� cle�'ael ve11. De 
\ :• 

ni�r.gor women eure loved de'white babios too .• '' . 
' 

.' 

"We. had· oh�e·h .in do at'tern(.lOllS on tlundeye. l'>e ehuroh 

would uso d� bu ... �;'!iea au' lot us usa l:!e wagons an• mules. We 
. . 

' 

aet in <te baok ot de 0}1Uroh an' de proacher t>raaohf)d so:nethln' 

like dis tlel·e :· 

It •we htt8, 00li18 llc)l•e. tOdt\y to 11/0rahlp Q� I ,PJ:fJ1.-e do Lord • 
' ; l . . 

Do you all want to know how to oleune. your God? Ue good slnvs• 

an' obey your maetera an' dat 1�� �ll you :rleods to do to be 

saved.' I ·, ., 

"No alr • .  we ain't nevor Atu41ed· runnln' way muoh.,Ou�· 

darkle• d14n•t run way 'oauae de �taster l11cJn1t 'low no m1ea­

hundl.1n' on hiB plaoe. De dark lea wtHJ jes' liko dey is tol�ay, 

so:n& ot de:u is t;ood an' some of t\em is awi�Ul 'mean. Derfl v1as 



·�me good ,ITUtera an' some bad one a. Our Heater did not 'low 

no pun1abment an' when he �ented his sl,avea. · out, nobody elae 

bettor not whip 'em either, He �ure··woa a good mm�. 

•some ot do Masters w�;a awful mean to de· darkiea. 

De:re was a man by de nome or Young \'fhO had 'bout 200 darkiea 

an' was awtul moan to 'em. Den dere wua a Rtanle�• man ·whp wea 

always thinkin' UJ) ·aomethin �· menn to do to the darkiea . 1!1e 

would tie 'em up with her arms to dar toot an' whip 'om on one 

aide an• den Jerk 'em over an' whL·, de other •ide. 

"When doy got tlrod ot wh1ppin' de 4ark1ea dey made a 

plaoe'dey oalled heli. Dey tied up a nig or in a oroka sack 

an•. ·put him up on a rope over an' open tire an' smoked an' 

burned him aoaethin' awful. 

"De dark1oa olwaya had. to have a pass whenever dey 

went anywhere. I 'mambera one time a darkey come to tAke 

aome or de women at de big houae out tor a ride. An' dey waa 

good ·lookin' women too. 'Dis darkoy belonged to a rloh man an' 

he thought he didn't need no t'asa. Ue got 'bout two miles 

from de q·uartera when dey cau1;ht hlm. Dey stripped hlm plumb 

nRked an' whipped him right dere 'rore all de wo;11en. !ty 
. ,, � 

mother saw h 1m right dere atark naked a get tin' a whippfrt. 

"When de.Masters heard dat 4e darkiea was a go'in• to 

be rree dey aurel; waa mad an' mQaner'n ever to 'efll. 



, 

•Attar •e . waa tree I stayed right o.n ·at de "J:»1g house. 

De Oovernment tried to make -eomekind ot a law or aomethin• 

'bout u� 'what cley called 1lleg1tanatea or aometlain• ·�'i 88 we 

oould atay right ort at de big house with de Master. I atay-

ed der•: 'bout ten yearo, ! reollan. 

" I  oomo down to orlando •oauae.dey hod good wap;ea 

here at dat . t 1 .;,o an' I oould aave up aomethin•. l worked at 
. 

I ' 

de Ivea tor yeara an' years • . Dey olwaya 414 aay I waa a ((Ood 

dart1•i too. 

• I  h:old three oh1llen, two .aona an• a daughter. My 

g1rl died long time a�o an! my oldeat son 3ua• died
. 

laa' 

month-.. • 

"I' vo soe a good .018ny good daya an' a good. muny ll&d 

ones. SoJnet:imea I d on' t aee how J oould live through it, 

but I �·•• 4e LoH will toke onro ot' me. He alwt'ya has." 
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