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Deep in the Hearl of Teras

Imagine a strain of coffee potent enough to actuall)
percolate through solid limestone. Such a catalytic coffe
may or may not exist somewhere in the universe. But perplex-
ingly enough, centuries of random raindrops have been able to
percolate through the rugged rocks above Natural Bridge Cav-
erns to produce one of the three foremost caves in the coun-
try....and the largest in Texas.

The decor fashioned by nature in Natural Bridge Cav-
erns is splendid enough for the most stately of mythical gods
Appropriately, one of the gargantuan halls in this palatial
cavern is named '"'The Castle of the White Giants''. Within the
caverns loom walls of sheer, shimmering color. There are
glistening lakes and flowing streams set into floors of rich,
red earth. Gigantic stone columns grow in Sherwood Forest and
there's a ©50-foot-high Watchtower underground. A galaxy o{
some 10,000 unique living rock formations includes a calcif
chandeller whose facets change even as you watch

s —

S ’7—\.\
,-@5 2 J‘\' [ 4
— S5 '.“\ /43 ’“‘ ] e
/

’/“

Headquarters Natural Bridge Caverns architocts ionvionmental grow, .

No goddess or modern-day engineer, for the matter,
could dream of designing such a magnificently appointed,
spacious palace with an indoor Emerald Lake, moist walls of
tantalizing candycane colors, a chasm that descends 250 feet
and a 60-foot limestone entryway.

In 1967, Natural Bridge Caverns was dedicated a
state historical site by the Lt. Governor of Texas. It was
made a Registered National Natural Landmark in 1971. But for
some 140 million years before it garnered official notice,
Natural Bridge's breathtaking proportions and charm received
nature's own ample accolades.

And' Natural Bridge Cavern's master builder isn't
finished yet. Recording eons of time in 1living stratified
rock formations, mnature still labors in the caverns. Cave
formations, known as speleothems, progress at the rate of a




