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. ·-. .. 

VlO'EOlUA. .ARRISJ 651 llaJ'1 1.ve. 1 lew Smyn&, na. 
�slave, 77 yeaza ol4. 
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I wuz :bon lD. Baldwin. Oountr, <JeoJtgia, at the ole stqfJ _atableJ 

whut belonged. to my. maater. �house wus about, J:·noont betwea.. 

eight an nine miles bull K1Uegn1.1le. The sizth of laet go'1n' Jul7 

I wz 77 ye'a:re ole. lt1 mother's name· wuz Jfanoy, lhe wu� born rlpt 
• 

there 1n oeorgta. '!'her say my daddy wus a. yankee, t do an know, but 
··'· . 

his. name wus Lee naiuwate%. 
X had nine a1atuo an five brothers. The)' aeant to fltee my 110the1' t 

her l1av1n so m®cy oh1l4'�• if th:e war hadn' co••· 

I knowed •1 peat ptarua&, but d1dn1 know muoh abou1 her, an DJ' 

f:%all d.add1• .1 clOau aember see�� him · auwe the day he l!iUZ sot :t:ree. 

Uet!ibel' seeln' him :ruohin' rouncl the day they aiv� out pa,pera c� 

•ometh1n', 1n the :rue! to sot em free, e.n that the last time.Q 117 

mother's daddy oome frum Alabama; all the Mat ot •r people l know 
. . ' �· . 

a.nytl\i:ig AlJou�, wuz born 1n Baldwin Ooun•r· l ws born ln. Geo.a, 
. , 

11 ved in Geo:rg1a an W\lS fifty; paza ole tore J oJ'Oased th� line to 

10 anrwhere. I o�ied when I ooae to rlo�ida an I or1ed �any t1ael 

a1n.oe, 

I belonpd to the BUtt.s1u, �if ·t1rst ole miatis nuz ne.rv.oc1 

'l'homa.s. 1"he DU'tta•ea wuz good aa e.-er livad, when the slaveu wel'e · 
� . 

whopped, she whoppe<l. ent, clidn• let no one else wlLcp ett. 
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�lhen I wusr about five monthP ole, they tuok me in. tlul bi{! house 
:.:•.i.. . . 

fox n kinda play toJ. TheJ pu1; holes in auy ea:rs an (;Old rings ln �. 

an wl1eu I know,ed I had a hand, they l1ad gold :r1nga on trrt finge:r•· 

Zkaputt••a... i!e an two of the white ohild•en wz raised to-
. . 

ge1sher. a·e stayed togetlle:r all the time an ·the vh1 te child' en th•J 

foush·t they oou.ins fo:r me, 'lfhen they piok on ae. · · 
. . . . , ' .  

Vie d1dn' he:ve � qua.l'tera. ()ult. White rona an ue all stayed. 1n 
. ' 

one big J8,1"d, di vlded bf a white picket fence. our house a :r18h t 

close the big houao, but the oldest people WU% the closest so 'the 
·. . 

Dl1St1e COuld step OVer an t&ke Cu.I'e of elil e:U:)" like. 
I 

1M one big &,-a.rclen wl1ere everything come trom. Had c. cook fo:r the 
wh .t te folks an a cook for the colored people 1 an the oolo red folks 
oookin' done in ·the same kitohen, wllere o.le miss "locked over it all. 
l1heu I wuz IP!01f1n • Up we :raised everything we ea.t 'bout, but ri"oe an 

. . 
' . 

oo!:fee. Qathe�e4 peas, th:raah em out e.n p\.\t em in boxes. Yie had . . . . 

pltu\ty rabbit� �.n pos&UIIIl &n tl�J.nga lite tha.1J . .. went down SC.h\1nt 
, 

titshin' • I neveJ: ••ember aeeln' no body xta: fish w1 th a J;J�ile an \ 
11ne •. we jua� seined •· 

Had a woman to ep1n for the white an one fo� the colored. llJ' ' 

·mo t1lE':r sl)Un ·for the colored an AUnt 0 indy for · the �� te ·folk a. 

Spun cotton an wool ••• !hey sheared they own sheep an sent the wool 

to ton, to M1llegev1lle, an had .1t carded. W• oa.rd tho cotton ou 
. \ 

selves. Uias 414 all the wes.v1ni. llad theY: own. geese for fea.the:r 

beds • .tt.;Ll the old colored. noraen hn.d feather beds lJiss. give em. our 
•. 

whi t'e folk,. good folks. Jverybody luui t�lloea an .wore ho'1espun oloat. 
' . . 

l!a.atera name wuz Arthur Butts, l1e never did ncthin•, miz just 
-

around• He d1�' have notb1n1 to do w1 tll us, H1etis do evel·ytb.1ng. 

we oallecl Miatia •Bud.da". Kaster had mo black ohlld • en 1'01.md tad• 
therel l alep manr times 1n oold weather ·•ith mr J41st1s. ua.ste:r 



. . 
wake up .an aq, "hei-e tbi�r chile in he:re tween ua•, an Kia11a . 

:reao� down an pull 14e up an sq, "Oh well, abe mus" be loneaoae•. 
9le Mistt.a daughter lee.nl.ed me to knit,an make bUtton llolea, 

an spin: ·an l aint fozogot em. :r tells &nybody, an I c.loaxt· �ull :lt 
undel"lleath oover, or no same or no·thirh I haLl as good a �iatis _&a 

' ' ·-· 

ever b::(ea.tlled� I had good w'hite people. I a.int never luui a. White 

pe:tson whop·me. eut abe had as ltle&n a daughte:r n.o evez 11've4 

an he: name wus llti.ss Ma.l7. 
The white folks· had a big hue house. lt\lsta ltad neu 200 aena 

ot lam, it wu=: fo• miles f1'\J!l wbexe WE'- llwe to !alias Sally•o an thlt� 

wu� on the •ara•�J��antation. Doan know how· maD.J ala•••• Had a. aaw 
mill •• to• a10zo:lea •• an a grist mill. lt wuz & big plahta.tion. KYe:r 
so n�o.ny yankeel llt)rkecl in the mill. �vez7 time wo �o clo"n tlwJ"e •• 

fJ1 t a- wooC.en tub. In Georgia the house• hlgb enoup to sweep unde:r 

every time you sweep . the yard •• • down here thq too low. 

0o to wo�lt 10on When 1 t · sot sood. liibt, an oome _in when 1 t st. t • 

too hot, an go baok in the ,afia:NJax nenta• •bout 1-wo o •cloot. 

Work hom aun 1o sun. ¥'fh! te :folks goorl I tell. you • •  they 1111nt ther 

alavea to J.aet. 

I ain't know notb.1n' •bout no overseeZ'a, our whi to folka nne� 

iHld none. Mis·tis .�FlY the s�a.ves \fhut work wt12 all gl"''fl�u an if they 

G.1cln. • h aYe • no ugh· sense to do they work, who ppin em woul.dn • do DO 

.good. 
' -

111 lliat11 Geo:rge Butta, when her ollild•en Dl&Z'l'ied• lhe give em 

a family of '•lav••· Didn' separate eJJ. nut I had & auntie once 'alai 

�:r1e4 to 10 to �exas with he;r kiu', whut; wu.z &-oint witb OOiae ot: the 

faJailJ. waovin• t
-
here. aue only so' a.s i:u " the river, an theJ 

b:rou@lt -he:r back. uoest slaveB pW1iabed for, wz go1n·1 out without. 
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& paut� • .  r�ntter-'l'Oller · gi t em an· whop em. I reoon they v�·u7ru1t much 

11:ro.vel1n' done 1n them days. 

YO\Ulf4 ltaste:r an M1st1s tea.cb em to road e.n write. I aint nevez 

been teached.. First I wut: too little, an then lfben mr brothers an 

s1aters wont. to acllool, I wuz out in tll.e f1el 'a. Uncle lila.rt1n 

l e a.r netl rne tho • 

\!hen I ·wuz a chile I never seen uo baptizin' 1n a rivers� juat 
iH l� iXiOl in the t>�olt JUde �out to tlle �o;hi te folks clru.roh. 1.\1 

:f'u.vori te song is -�On Jerdan_' a stormy .Uunka · 1 iltt.md,.. 

\(l1e11 hl.lGtis dled ahe sent ,:fox' all hux ole ala.ves to c�>.ae. Hel' 

child • tJn \vere to walk next the h.eazse an the sl.avea to oou1e nest. 
' .. 

'then all the other folks. 'l'be lihite lolka did'J\ like it, but Uiaa 

tta.ry say she gonna have 1 t just like her �ther say, Do we all went. 

�hell I m1z a &inner 1 tole toll tales an ric:ldloa an ·oucl1·. Since 

I E,1'()t religion all thet wen1; f�m me •• •just like that.�.·nut I reraem­

bfl'.;.· on& we usta toll about, ,. AS I wuz go1n.' over tondcln 1srid1�e, I 

met a tlr..n, 1:f I'd tell his nnt.'!1e. I'd be to blame, for 1a u�:i.a riddle 

I'v� tOli.l hls name rive times". 

Tll�Y uata talk a.l;out n raw !Mtad a.n bloody bones", bnt I <loan re-
I 

n1ember· r.1uoh oept I wz ao�eti. to. dea.tll •• t'wben I went out at night 

I sl1ut my eyes, so the ghose couldn' find me by they wbltea. 

Eaoll planta.t1on ha.d · a speoial call for Ylumu�metllin' wu.z wrong 

,r to oa1l 1n the ;People. Ouis hw:l a. gig steel· whut you beut. One ' . 

next us had a bell, an one aouth· of us had. a Wld.atl" l1Lte. · tno ·w 
\ 

&.ny time just· whut planta.�ion "'1% oc.ll:Ln• they folks. 

'J:lw ·!unni eat eto:ey �Vel' hu.pp�neu to me, happene<l ju�t sttsr tber 

put · e1e trains in to Millegtville •. I want soared of no tr�ins, seed 

em all the time, but' I nevor been on o ne ttell the dq they wuz 
�avin• a b!g oup meetin' en I deollled 'to so, oot on tlut tra.\n e.n 
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ther wus a ole l'lidy eettin• nut to ••·. She done put· her h&id down 
• 

when the tnJ.n atazt. an after a while ahe look up at •• a.n say, 
I 

ft 611,_ 18 she done li i yctt?11 �lle thO\.U'ht tbe ".rain d.Olle l'lew in 

the EAJ.r. · 1 d1dn1 know whllt to think, but I dicln• ask no quest lone 

to show off my foolishness like ahe done. 1hat �o wuz a big dq. 
i 

Usta. git �ay &.J>l)le root for sickness, a.n it ah_o wort JOU olo&D. 
. . 

Use bla.ok ena.ke root for t'eyer.; Full up eouty gr&ss, � ... a.sb lt twel'l. 
. . 

you. wash all t1u: dirt off, boil :1. t an it sweat the fever. _of!. aot 
to�J thaohe weed, dried the leaves, an pounded 1 t up, put 1 t in a ole 

oob pipe a.n rft:toke it. For '-.!E:VlU' .they l:noatly uee slipt>el'Y elm but,· 
boil it an dr1uk the tea. Gta.:r grMa, it fine fo�S.ssentery .. D� 

_the :roots, zing ea in yo hr.Jlda an pour bo_111n wate:r ove:r em .. 

We Ulta weal' a!l'a.fetid.&. s.n gnzlio in n be.g l'ound .oul! neok to keep 

off siokne•s Wltil after I come out the oount:ry an les.:med some 

eenee. J:ve:.Z., house up Where I oome frum had :red on1ona aett1n' 

ro1�nd in 1 t, to take up diseases. Never eat' thea �nioai, they poliO' 

throw e1n out. 
M.o 'let I knmt •bout tho war wuz ;-then they atnrted bn:ruin' up 

thlut;s, a11 we wont l'omld. sn.,.wtn' et1, •e did •n koow the C.r .. ngf! l' twe11· 
. . ·. . .... ' 

one of em ·(the yankees) slapped tlHl haby out Aunt Kitty's lap. Yea' 

·em, A.unt Iitty, sl£t had a little balJy ern thi1 a.Yt1ll1ur4 mtt.n_aaked 
. 

he:r wllut her baby tuuue. abe say 1i �•. "Jeff l>avie11, J{e slap .it 

out htt:r lap an· ·aa.ld, "Je�f O&vis wuz a fool"• 

On the other uide ot t11e saw mill wu.e whut they oa.lled 11 the 

(�&OtUltain", an 1• wuz the first ple.oe 1'e seon the fire. !� then they 

· a�et. the sa.w i41ll afire. When they como to ou:r llou�o, we ch1ld•en wz 

out on the 1o:rub o&lcs play in' uridey horse". Looks up an see ever,­

th.lng blue oomm1n• up the :road. 'fltey rid up in my mothnl"'s llott.ee an 
up 1n tllo k1 tohen Qf the nhi te folks houAe on they hol';ea. 'J'hen they 
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aet 'the bama afl�e, ··Lord the7 done the wron� thing, we oorwuenoed. • 
aaasin' :r1pt. then• Would ail ge" behit!d- the yan\�eea an •u.s• •• ou'\ 

All. th8 COlored oh1ld ten IHOOlced 8.11 sang 'bout, 
••Lincoln ·�et in a bl.g arm .chair, P.n ;Javis on a otool, 

Linooln rid a big bt..t.Y horae, ail nevis rid a rl:ule.;tt 

all like the.t � · 

They camped l'ir;ht olose the ho\lee. i"Jhen the solc!icrs change theJ' 

c:;lose, Ul, childten �it in they thingn. Ol'e Uiss Snlr kUC!) at!�!.¥ 0:1! we 
• 

cit lice on ua , . b,�t we c..lidn' know no thin' 'b,mt lice �.:n. ·.:o kep• on 

sneakin up there• Onoe wben we went up to the fankee Or.tlp I tount a 

big rollof money, but we didn•.know whut it W'll!, oo we \l:r;e<l1t to 

pl:uJter O,,Ut play hpuse 011 the pat�ob. Hias f1nd •s r.n nsl� whe:re " 

�ot tl;o /Pl-etty paper? �e took 1 t .a.}l off a.21 give ue cloth pieo�l 
to. fix:'� house. I never knowed hoN 1)tuoh it mu, w1til I got mar­

riou. saw n. mnn in town t;i t a 1mn.dlc juat like I tOtm', done up the 

se.mP. w! th! three bubbe1· banda l'O\llKi 1 �, an they tol hlt1 they give hill 

the who� baler o m�mey, thay. doan wv.nt t� split it.· I doan know how 
I ,: 

lttUCh W\.1l1�YYIUZ in� bale, l,)ut it eho \lUZ a hea.pe" 
·I ub;an ·remmnber so nprch bout t�e wa.l.', but 1 oan. r(�Lle.Jbe� I . 

. . I . . . 

know e.e/ ROOd ·t�e dn.y I wuz sot 'tree, t�s I got up this mawnin.' • IIJ 

!�isti0/wU'z f1xtn• tb pat in_ n. piece of cloth. (in the loom) TWO 
/ 

. / . . . •. 

of the wbi te obild•en an me \'n.?.z helpiu'. there wu.z a big yu.%'<1 an 
f ,l '•, ' 

the Ul}P!i� part �! tlle yud wuz the office for the stables. !';ly 
' . . 

oougih /SO down an gi t tho tudl n:n bi'il1(! 1 t to the llounc. gve.eybody 
OO�e·; (,)�t an the)f' would be jlUrtpin' 8Jl laughin1 M gQil�' 011, all we . 

' I 

,would rmooll: tho yank�Jes what wz thare� Ole H&1tia never snid noth1n' 
i ·.• . 

but,ttyou ueednt'''be uo friay •round bere ; the yankee£ will eoon 

u�a n 1Jowl o,t eoil:p out or you 11• 'l'h$y g'Ot to talk in' ll.Lout it, that 

t11cy W\.1Z :t'�ee. All this, tl1at w:1 nother. MY mother tola ·F'lc to g� gtt 



_.,_ 
my oloae. I commenced: ory1n' an the wh1 te child'en cownenoed o17!n• . 

I didn' know no better. I done eeen • do ao muoh until I dldn• 
know 1thut they w� f!;oiu• to do. 

Only XU Klux I k'1.1owed about wuz on the nixon plaoe '�Where I 
utayeci to ,wait on ole Uss Dixon, wllui wuz inJ,. a wheel ohau. ftler 

wuz a. l)or'ldlut stayed there whut had a out tl1i 1n h11 :roo�, I aaw it 

ll:r lJUon had a mule with a split f�ot. A neighbor nzn1e }4iso euah 

.�z · boun' to run· doun the ltu Klux trllut co11e to her planta.t1oa. !her 

foun' them liUle tracks, an know 1 t WU2 1:1' D1xon•s mule. ne 1&1 h• 

h�d.n • bud �at mule out, but they ntz his mule tra.ok8 a.l.l .rif$b.t. 
Went t;.otn�t r:.n looked in thet boys l'OOm an foun' all hi a cadillies or· 
w!'ta.t ever you call em. l.ll' Dixon tole him. to git or htt'dfj kill 1•• 

first time I u1u.rried 1tu7, the lb of Auguat, but I t.i.oa.n knQW wbut 
yeu • I wz •bout. 14 or 15 �reazs ole. Hwi a ozuel stepfa.tbe� u 

marriecl to gi t ,a.VIa.y !rom a hard ta.skl:astar. U�:r1ed out in the )'Ud, 
hacl a hog, a goat, c.n. uh ahcop oaroasf! on the bubecue pit, an 19 

oilioltehe, an c.10 oakas than I could.· count. lLazried at noon jus• attes­

t�le tra.iu oorno in. lied a big doin' s lasted on to the next d.ay. 

r�reaCllel' 11\1% down siok BO tho. mnr;ist.:ra.te l'lla.l'l'led ua. I lik"U'r1ed 1D 

my :.Uatis olose, her w�dtiin dress, an h&d Hlas Kate's second dq 
. . I 

caees, it wz ·wlmt you oa.ll grenadine. The weddin' clrecs nuz white 
handkerchief linen. 

lJext time I w.z mal'ried. in tom by Judge RGmsey, that wz on the 

:fd to•th. Sat14y in Septembel'. I bad tcver� ohild'eu. (k.lt tvo 11V1n\ 
an· three STan Gb1ld'en, w1 thl."cb great eran ch1ld'en� .Uy cl&Ughter•a, 

tlatl:1c ia ·i;ill1e, an my eon is �Tohn )!enry nravea, he up nqrth juat 

do in' any thlnif �e kin. '.>i1ll1e she. t90rkin' foil M1as Bo1u1et, oookin• 

&n kocpin' hou�c over there. I bem::. married three t1t1GB, My fir1t 
husband 11U3 l�iam Butta, an r!f1 next husband wuz llelley oravea • • • 
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then l YH\l'l'ied Heru.•y H::.r�·1s . .. .  (n s1{/fl) • • • he juAt annt1wr·mn.n. 

Wt!ll, I r ll tel:L you •• • I �::nowod �e l"tl.� ill 1n alavcl'y, un in Qoda 
own t1�e llu freocl ua. 

I joined. the ohul!Oh oauuG I want a. home after deu.th. �-1ben I die 

I �o;"1 want to li:ll& \.ll,) wo hell ·tlla:n. I coc rigi4t heze on this earth. 

i\.ue, 19, lH�w. · 
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