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ALASKAN CAVER

The National Speleological Society

This is to certify that

THE GLACIER GROTTO

having fully complied with all the requirements established by the Board of
Governors, and having accepted the responsibility which such status entails, is
hereby chartered in the National Speleological Society, and is entitled to all due
rights and prwzleges in resnmany whereof the President and rhe C hmrmm: of
the Internal Orgamzanon: Committee have hereunro set their hands and the
Seal of the Society, this gt day of - November _, 19 28.
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This’is the last issue of the Alaskan Caver that you will
recelve unless you have paid your 1979 dues or pay them
pefore thg next bi-monthly issue comes out (late april
nope?glly)._ The costs of publishing and mailing a newsletter
are nlgh_anc we need as many members as possible to helrp
deiray the costs. [Lues are only three (3) dollars (you
can't even buy lunch arcund here for that) and a family
membership with voting privileges but no copy or the

Afgsxan Caver is just an extra buck. An extra three dollars
Ego total) should e acded for airmail foreign postage.

50, 1f you are interested in caving or in reading about
Alaskan cavers or just want to make a donation to a worthy
causeé =-- please send your dues to Sydney Jenkins, Box 4-2917,

Anchorage. alaska 99309 or fill in the form inside the
back cover.

&

The ALASKAN CAVER is a The Glacier Grotio currently
periodic publication of the meets on the fourth Thursday
Glacier Grotto of the of each month at the
National Speleological Anchorage Community Center
Society. Subscriptions are at 325 E. Third Ave.,

free to regular members. Anchorage. Meetings are
Membership dues are 33 per at 7:30 pm.

annum. Copywright 1979 by

Glacier Grotto. DMaterial GROTTO OFFICERS

not copywrighted by individ-

uals or other groups may be Fres. Jay rockwell

copied by other NSS publi- VP. David Klinger
cations provided credit is Sec, Kichard Hall

given to the ALASKAN CAVER Treas. Sydney Jenkins

and a copy of such publi- At Lrg. David Moll

cation is sent to the editor.

Editor: Richard Hall
Publisher: David Moll

On the cover is the document which proclaims us a duly
certified grotto of the National Speleological Scclety.
The next step is recognition by the IRS which shouldn't
be +too hard with the size of our treasury.



RAMBLINGS IN THE BrOOKS

XANGE

by woss Brockman

EBUiwaA L

X ‘08¥ UrocKman'S report of his discovery of an unnamed cave on an unnamer Branch
of an unnamed Siream is probably as beautiful an account of a “typical Alaskan caving

Trip”

as can be written.

Some day we may xnow of “"significant” caves. but for the
cresent, the memorable part of a trip is the way to it and the return.

Hepm, he

presents the mood of a day alone in a valley of the southern Brooks :ange as only a

true nan ¢f the wilcerness can,

orockman came to siseman” in 1946 and in the

jate

flfties maue a cabin by a stream on the east slde of the Daltrich ~iver ?alleyé as a

refuge from aiseman.

lhe irony of hia situation became typically AlacXan when the

heros of “progress” built a sState highway within 100 yards of his cabirn, mined tha
grayling stream in front of it for gravel, and built a L1GOC-man pipeline canatruction

CAMP anu an raA-approved airport a miie away.

He Jid, however, retain =is

compassion and took in a young couple who would rather live in his cabin than at

the camp.

~ha cabin to another couple for L500!

He later returnea o Wiseman and was amused to hear that his guests had sold
“It renews my faith in human nature" he

chuckled, "to learn there are gtill those aroune who ¢an and will sell the GBrooklyn
Briage!® He has written several bocks on his life and thoughts

J. (ockwell
1 Wizeman

aobert Hass, New York, 1933, 399pp).

iz the subject of sobert Marshall's “Arctic village~ {Harrison Smith and
I* is also the setting in SWarchall‘'s more =asilly

available "Arctie ailgerness" (University of california ires=, Berkelsy, Los Angeles,

Lonaeon 1970, L73pp.

shen I [irst visitea wiseman in 1970 its population haa dwindled

to 7 permanent and a Score Oor two summer residents, whose principal income was mining

and pensions.

2 The stream flows lnto the Dietrich aiver in Seetion 26 of Township 33 Morth., Aange

A0 West of the ralrbanks Meriaian.
dalar {C=6) Juadrangle}.
extengive ana consoiidated,

The cabin is in 3ection 25 (see the USGS Chan-
The limestone (or dolomitic marble, in the area appears
Qther openingm can be Zeen on the cliffs on the =zides

of the valleys of the Dietrich and Midale “ork of the Koyukuk.

It iw the slsventh day of June. Time im of
1i¢tle importance to the person of the moment =«
a shuffle of the years does place the narrative
into a.D. abant 1960, It i8 the lull erawise that
andeare. the crder of reminiscence, and the person
is lulling lazily, having awakened at a bright hour
with really no reason whatever for tumbling out
from the humble but comfortadle bumk within the
hupble ut well “engineered" log csbin standing.
quite up from the mouth of & nameless ¢reek. There
is guite a canyon accommoaating the waters that
extend amn, an axploracle length of %tsrrain to sult
the psyche,. borrow a ijittle on the fanciful side.

"he outstanding "lull", so it happens, places
the location to place rapture within the heart, a
mite of wildernesza at itz beat with all the love
Ior great open spaces, really not altogether a
stretching of the imagination to feel that here the
backyard axtends as far as the eye can ses, Bay
nothing of conifer region that marches on t0 clli-
mate’s capping deadlire, borrow further if you will.
on 4he great Arctic Divide. aAnd, east, south or
wagt, unspoiled contour of mountain and valley
embraces the vistness, Thus the seeningly snugly
fargotten area so rested, thanks, shall we asay, 10
a chronicle of events that passed the gold mining
of tetter days on ta monesthry attractions slse-
where, as Kknown tTo pomtwar activirty.

Certainly the country knew hunting travelers
from the Wigeman alaska mining settlsment as of
many yesars back: however it is safe to say that of
a more recent time, no one had btothered to pass
that way excepting that one Zskimo family man had
a couple of times mushed through to the “Arctic
Side” in asarch of wolvea during a eycle when car-
ibou herds had failec this section. The airplans
hunting era was yet to come. S0 here was a place
whers stately spruce treea had found root, presum-
atly about the only fair size timber that far up
the piver where a fair size cabin might be buil+.
A ii=tle barbed wire to foil the bear composed all
nes¢ of door or window lock. . )

As indicated, no acunds of the busy world,
nor any alarm clock was apt to interfere at any
hour, be 1t early morning or other time of day,

You or I could plan or put off planming to suit

the general run of tha moment. Trua, it was intexr-
esting to play in gamelike manner., sSort 0f Derson-
ify the pidnight sun -- not that it could be seen
all night, unleas you would choose to Station your-
self high upon a Mountain. Now may I ask all %o
tike leave with me, allow e to liken myself to
faigned plagiarism as [ revart to that manuscript
that has lain nearly forgotten, contemporary to
the dats mentioned: T

The day*s adventures, or lack of adventures.

I round out a8 a nightcap, and (I) arift onto a bit
of thumbing over the morrow, to a thumbing over of
a Rhighland area thet I like to think of and often
49, In the back of my mind I will always visit
the. dell again that nestles gquite Dack -- and
naturzlly well up — in the range. rerhaps I .will
not be dutifully blased another time, when the true
care lies in seeing what lies over the summit, s
place that I was tantalizingly near: I would camp
sgain -- thim time I would not divert my greatsr
attentions to bedrock tc sse what lies under the

gravela and panning the muck of " juat one more
creek.” I uasd to make quite an effort at finds.
ing gold.

. I will only rtam -- and I hear the creek
rushing ani  there iz the harmony of the swaying
tress of the forest, whera the vale reaches gn and
o, L sea it flowing plcturesguensss, [ sonas ita
delightful suggestiveness, of little nymphs of
dreaninesa -~ I am napght bBut a4 barefoot boY.....

The sun is being shouldered on ilts way by the
mountain's rounding upper level, well, I am not ao
enthuzed at this moment with the thought of beat-
ing it in the canyon-crossing game by a wide
margin. But there is nothing like an early start,
ané¢ [ decide it's worth the dirference. After I
greet the sun, quits anead of canyon-crossing time,
I enjoy the fortitudae,



who epulg not speaic of the cays Dack ~nen:

ahe cculd not be ust a doy again,

af@ #n0 would lat such a eay Zass Jy

ana care netl for the :ine waere the nill
mee: the sKy?

§11

Hare and there the bdiras on the wing

~art anc crast on the oreezes of sSprings

A wWancesing cloua llke a toy overneac
Changes in spape -= Or may vanish lnsteaad.

srooxk.e<s atinkle with silvery dreams

JOLn, #alts away toward far away streams;

A ZIown leans in to a bougn clese oy,
Ze¢rets are wisperea wlth noas ana a sigh --

Yes, 1 wauld make the long e¢limd agaln, just
~a wina about among the shooting stars, the goloen~
getatea aryades, ang softly=snaaea bluedells sta=-
~iloned on their lofting Fuzzy plants, here wnare
a strip of tlmber has taken root on a favorable
zide of the araw to seem oddly out of place to a
degree of delightful loneliness as 1t dwindled on
-= and away =-- Toward a high pass which a next
canysn shared. L

3o it ia only 9:30 and I arrive to look aown
inte a (right} sice creek guite up the canyony
thiz is the fork in quest: here I will cecide
whe—her <o turn right, toward the harking grounds
Aossalgically == or should I "explere™ on ahead up
the main canyon? It is fins %o rest here gn the
falling riuge and think of both, And my eyes keep
reTurning to the tantalizing cave with 1ts guarding
Tree that wlthholds +the secret of its true delin-
eation. And I should like %o learn more of the
main canyon and its precipices -- a hollow-crashing
sounc downl that way scmewhat 3tartlaes mer rock of
AgZes unknown yislcs to the very recent. .

for no great reascon I have been thinking that

I have been too slow to obgerve an unopenea bud of
ghococenron sapvenicum. but here the snowbanks have
dcocwed mE Tt S3Tteal upon an unhurried Yeauty. The
sotiim of this fork side-canyon has its own little
ngox, the small streanm touching here and there to
"".ly excusa itself into i45 own little gorge;
‘u. ing a later picking oy way up the main canyon
I ziscovered that a lovely polished formation
presentad a ten-foot falls -- and a deep pool
turned ma back arter a rather reckless hip-boot
journey . Directily across, the toy basin at the
foot of its own littlie wending pasm, among hillocks
with a scattering of ewvergresn trees, is joineac to
the right wi<h mountain country's claim %o rocx-
bound t“reaks amd ladgea that “Bound on above ana
2iffuse into tha rolling lands of vast acreage.

I pander this sides to hike ahead along the nain
canyon leooks inviting, although I xnow that .aat-
stinute sheerness parsists in guarcing the cresx o
Zreat extenti ana the unseen silope L3 Sieep
enough.

In reatful gesture I allow my zaze To center
stralght afront; well! The rough lanascape thers
lets ma discover that I am not alone amids%t domain
that saeks to Juard secrecy as secrecy Day -- .
know that I spontaneoualy accept the prevail*rg
ambience, byt even so much as a turm oI the head
has not gone unnoticed: there just across, poded

a3 3 sTatue %0 wariness i<sell, a 3neeT 3Tancs as
ineonseicuougly as his cacd zeRcesIa.. I gTucy InE
animal <througn my glass: am I sure L7 is a ram?
inly onee have I aver noieg a Lone awe i inis

sheep ls without companicons; -- but no, I am sure
<ne growing Rorns te.cong to = yearling {I'il cail
L*), trim ana sornilient. He goes nis say, a2scera-

irg a rocxy riage ane turning orf as . 3%ir, I
caich a gilimpse as ne threads a orusp-tinper
apening.

I will Zorego my semi-notion of sevisiziing
Tne waiting lands and see where I wancer =o I an
axcursion that evelves a bit of axpliring the main
zanyan.. I fina my way down %o ¢ross this sice
cIeek, a SUZAr-sScoop dale Lezads Me Over a sarpet
of mos3 and out intoe a maze of tiny aills. anong
whe interletxing shadows of neealea brancnes I come
upon the leovely phnlox Si_eme acaullz, the often
displiay-in-symme <ry Tlower 13 ~elli-wortny of its
cugnion pink ccnmon name. Now 1 gain some nigher
Zround alonzsice *his ¢reek ang I Trip out 4pen a
finger oI grass-cagped zorze wall Jus< bBecauze [T
might Zive a view 3 a Dasszable way. ~itich <xas
Mmain canyon nfas always folled me in S8TIing tnrough.
I learn Little of that dir=zction, so I turn »y
eyes ugon a side creed on the other sice of that
canyon; 1t %00 iz abruptly remincful axcept Iar
zcenery and 1 zamire how a corystai clear %els
rgils over i1ts time-worn Yrim into a polisned bowl
tnat 3pills the turbulence on: that Jorkx is -or
the water ouzel and other 2iras as concerns nyseil;
swallaws seem to sfun =his upper-river country, I
have gesn but one curing ny rambles.

The view up the main creek lays out a lanc-
scape in pleasing contrast a8 1t swings asounz the
great limestone magterpiece _just opposiie z=e: a
valley hoids for+h up that way, Lf one would in-~
cilutde the lagy alorpes of relenting graunc =hax
seem rather unexpected amid hanging-centour viaws,
And now that cavey from nere it looKks =0 closs!
3y mow 1t szeems I am only foliowing my toes in
going anywhere. 3o I move on o a slide-atrizp
incline, and yes, I ¢an get down to the can:.ran
floor by use of hand-holc wiliows. I nap the
steepness of some solia rock rarallel <o the creeg
gvey there| no way <0 et around it near by -- butz
thers ls a thread of sheep trail over it! JAnc
from there on up the climb prasents ne undue
hazards -- a5 I had sort of compared things. the
grade does look less impossible {rom a closer
viewing point.

And now I stand upon icer great slabs lie
tilted and show cepths of glacler blue at broken
juncticens: overflow ice melting after winter's
layered bulldup. At my feet, the watars pour over
"molds” of smooth marble; a ahort distance farthsr
aiong a pelizshed whitened section streaks across
baneath the ahimmer of the ¢lear cresk. Adornment
draws me to such "intrusions™ which of course zhe
first glance would bring to mind “gquartz™ if you
have fancied the gold prospecting bug -- well it
would need to be a great percent geld by assay to
work heres at this cormer of the worlé. O0OF course
the "ledze™ i3 more marble, beautiful with wnirlia
ing water's tireless Wuffing of this mosaiec Hit of
stonework in its long and weary course,

Not too sure of myself I locate a break in
the bordering rocky bank and gain ay way to the
sheep trail...which I du fina to be rather desert-
ing at tha far end for clumsy patrons -- otut I
sgramble acreas. A4 few wyards ‘artner I reach the
tree-and-graas “"stairway™ that I had mapped Jor a
pozsaible route to the cave, itd exact lacation now
hidden from direct view, I need to use "all ours-
but little, although such progressing calls for
frequent aeasions o turning one's back To the
hill, %o at least gem where you have Dsen, anc thu=m
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G 0 ke

thought I would put this old but unpublishea cave rumor
r this issue because it was from near the area of the
azture article., Then I thought i1t was kind oI odd to

av i+t waS near when in fact 1t is about 230 miles awzy;
ut I cuess that's Alaska. Zd.

(
|
L IS |

dear aed Hill 3pring near Canning alver near Haktavix, ax

SN ~4

v

|

146 38

DI.ECTILCNS: {(Give specific inmstruc<ions, landwmarXs, etc.):

Cave nearby spring

SOULCE CGf Ui0x: was it a person {(give name, address,phone,has
person been to rumored area?)., a rubliication (give title, author,
publisher, date, pages, where can the publication be found, etc.),
a visual gbgervation (give coordirates, topography description,
was The cave entered?) or other source.?”

Charles 3loan, Hydrologist for U3SG3 W..i.D.
218 E 3t Anchorage. aK

¥isual observation gf water from spring
cona 950 temp 29 ¢ FH 8.2

CTFE=Ex USEFUYL INFOalATICHs (Gwner, on federal lane, animal
denning area?}

federal Land « North Ilope

e Harvey oowers

VU bawld

ADD2E3S: Box /1009, Wwasilla, AKX 996487
FHCHE 376-22G4



NEW MEMBEARS AND FRIENDS

David Copeland, 1890 24th Ave E, Anchorage, AK 99501
phone: 272-3127 H

Brian FPitzgerald (NSS #19364) and Michele, 1200 Woodside
Apt C-4 Ketchikan, AK 99901
phone: 225-4732 H

William Halliday (NSS #812HF), 1117 36th Ave E, Seattle,
WA 98112

C. R. Pease Jr. Box 547 APO NY 09057

Rusty Rubeck, S.R. Box 9127, Eagle diver, AK 99577
phones 694-3571H

Mitch Wise 2611 W 29th Ave, Anchorage, AK 99503
phone 272-5307 H

ADDRESS CHANGES AND CORRECTIONS
Ross Brockman: phones via Northwind

Charles Evans 123 E 11th, Anchorage, AK 99501
phones: 277-2396 H 274-8032 W

Dr William Godbez Star Route L 1605, Palmer, AK 99645
phone: 745-2337

Nancy Hallinan phones 479-7454 W
Garg_Halsey phone: 276-7450 H
Joseph ﬁeaavphone: L79-7494 W
John Jansen phone: 272-6414 W
David Moll phone: 479-5287 H
Edward Nelson phone: 486-3672
Jay Rockwell phone 271-3129 W

Erik D Westman Box 1313, Seward, AK 99664
phone:1224-3516 H 224-3019 or 3023 W

Dawid Street phone: 243-4829 H 271-3484 W



GLACTIE: GxOTTO IN THE NEWS

In case you haven't ncticed, aAlaska caving has seen a Lot
of tublication lately. The mosSTt notewcrihy example beinsg
3tan Jenkins' arsicle on Byron Glacier ilce caves in the
Tebruary 1979 aiaska magazine. It 1s a short well-written
zccount of the peauty and canger ¢ ice caves; plus three
¢olor photes. We alszo received a two-liner stat 1ng our
axistance in the 1979 N33 Memver's Manual, a newly published
membership list with twenty-iwo additional pages explaining
the organization, acdministration, publications ana activi<ties
07 =he N3S3. &hen I read it I was amazed to see all that the
N33 is involved in. A perusal oI the February NS3 News will
also bring to light a synopsis of our recent cavehunting
expedition to the Chitistone xiver.

The mos* extensive reports however are by a Japanese
team who did some glacier caving here last summer. They
sent us a copy c¢f the magazine article they wrote (in Jap-
anese}, a set of cave regorts (in Xnglish) and a copy of
+heir official trip report (in Japanese and English).

Ne zlso have some information from a 3panish group that was
here (in Spanish of course). The Japanese material will bTe
in an upcoming issue of the Alaskan Caver.

FROPOSED AMENDMENT TO CONSTITUTION

The IRS requires that no gne™™ =~ T
in the organization benefit

if it folds so Article X - .-
needs to be changed by p,\qﬁwﬂé/w& XJ %W
exchanging *"Glacier Grotto - Al i A’”‘ R
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The constitution also says - -
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members must vote in favor - B atesli_ ANtil X - A&£~““49?¢&’%W*§
0f the amendment for it to —_.__
pass, in writing. Therefore, . Ay AﬁzﬁmaAQAZﬁn&ﬁﬁ“& idetf it
members should vote on the ___ & é& NS S in st o diandi
next page. Mail the form
in or bring it to the
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BALLOT

To be completed by members having paild 1979 dues or including
dues with this ballot.

Please bring this ballot to the April 26 meeting or mail it
to Richard Hall, 4607 Klondike Crt., Anchorage, AK 99504
by that date.

Bresident Jay rockwell

Do you agree with

: . the proposed con-
V. Pres. David Street stitutional amendment?

yes
Secretary Richard Hall no
Treasurer Sydney Jenkins
At Large David Moll
More than one member may vote on the same form.
DUES
NSS#
Regular or Associate Member e $3.00
Family Members @ $1.00

Total

Mail this form with remittance to Sydney Jenkins, Box 4-2917,
Anchorage, AK 99509 OR mail it in with the above ballot OR
bring it to the April 26 meeting.

Please make any address corrections on the other side of this
form.
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The nominating commit¥tee has nominated the
slate for officers for 1979:

rresident Jay iockwell
Tice Fresident David Street
Jecretary aichard Hall
Treasurer Sydney Jenkins
At Large David Holl

Zlections will Dbe held at the April meeting.

following

If you deo

not expect to attend the meeting please vote on the other
side of this page and maii it in. You may enter the name
of someone else as long as they are current N33 members

and are wililng to serve in the post.

lacier Grotto

The Alaskan Caver

.-'LiA. Hall’ Editor

4607 XKlondike Crt.

Anchorage, Alaska
99 504

News - Dated Material
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