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um mwa—ziddig, age one h\mdred nu ca: bcm: in renucola. By
l';l.‘:n.\'hj,pJL 1833. a.p%‘xu?gd in Oolmu cougty,_' She 18 married, apd
hag, nwe;nl BiLaTeR Faz Nex age m‘ s excewmug agkive, being

_abie w M m éﬁ ﬁ*x hma th. '\ﬁi thznigu ahe léoh romd
to nanr m«n tbgp"” ‘, m:. xar h»:uh xy uxw;lezt. . :;_, e 5
Ravin spen ,,\\--;;.'_; _ }mjaut ot\he:r 1&!0 as m. -la" aho :olataa

vividly uome ox w n&pq;:ieno”. | T K _~ SO
' nor mmagl_x,anoamor Jam.loa 'ag a ‘Yery kiad man ud mmr mi--
'_trea.ted hi.u sla.vep. uo Im a2 m ot ud;ooro -guu, and,,in-tud or " i |
havxgg a. wg. _pl.aata.gign a8 Wag mal in those days, he TR 2 poarcung g
houao. tho rev,om thnrpfm furn;nbins bim_substance for a linlihood.
‘He_had a mu farn fzom, Ihiq.l Lrosh prcdnoe vag obtained to nupplx

the neads 9{ h;n lodgg;rt‘ natr'a fmilr nro s only slavea. 'J.‘Lm 5
ftamil;*_ﬁomiuﬁad o2 ho? mothey, t‘athe:. brother a.nd e sister. The
ohild.ren ca.lled tha old _asger "Pa% and the&; tathm "Pappy" Tie master
:never xeungod th’,n apmua.uon. g took a.g !.n good hunog. I
iglant travelon agopped | at his boaxding houu, M'& mofher did tho ooonng,
hax ra.ther "tendod” tga farg. and. Mary, bax brother and g&.st»r, did

pmmres a.bout the _ph.oe. There was_a la:kge -one ‘room house built in the
y‘a.\#"d 1n which_the fa.mily 1ived, Her tathar had L gopaxate ggrdon 1n
;f,w?ch\hg raised hu own produce, also a smoké housa Where the. fanily

: naatc ‘ware kopt. lleatn were smoked in order %o presern them. i

i * : . i N - - .

] fria ol
'3. W,‘I_ nurm tha daqr Han'l i.'athe: vas kept :c busy attendj.gg his

"-U

\mter,iu fam thnt waxe ‘Was no mm tox- im to attend to a Lgtle farm
tha.t ha na al}ﬁuld uo h@ﬂ. EL ovorcane th.u handiaup. however. by

i

flaun thtt th.ts f‘.\xh @mittad he oould. sae well pndugh to dc vhat was
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necessary %o M); farm, - . L, o .
_ 'rha naltu'ﬁ Lirst ﬂre was a very kind womm, a$ her de;th my
master noved trouﬂrén:anoh %o columbia, County. - _
Vaxy was Yery apii.ve with the plow, shsé ooculd handla % with the agtuty
of a man; This proveu galnsd hey tha utle of "plo- gul"

:‘"‘« ’-—'~. — -

g_g_o_m Stoves uere ‘unknowa and aooung was done in a fire placa that
was built of slay, a mgo ircn rod wag built in across the opens.ng of ﬁ‘
the fire place on whioh wara hung pots_ that _had speoi.al Mea that fitted
~about thes #0d holding them in place over the blaging fire as the food
BakXag,was dona in a moveable oven vh;,ch was_plaoced 5.13 the fire plwoe ora‘
hot soals of corn aobs, Potatoes vere roaated in_zshes, Off! tnmoa "
Mayy's father would sit $n froms ot the me Place wntil a hte hozqr ;n B
the night and on arising in the momng the ohudreg would find'in a

coTner a number of roasted potstu whioh théa.r father had thougntmnr
roagted and whioh tho ohildren raunlr odnsumed,

A ame

W Matohes were nuknm, a flimi rock and a file proviﬁed the
fire, This oocured by striking a £11e against & flint rook wh;ch thret
0ff sparks that fell into a wad of dry cotton used for the pnrpo-g. Thip
cokton, a8 a Fule, readily oaiz\g_ht five. lfx;i- was fize and 21l the fire
needed to start any biaze, 5‘ '

-— : | - -

= _\ - ‘ - _— -

m. . _The white f0lk woYe me oloth on ragnlu looms which were_
made in%o dresses_for the slaves, ro:r ms.gu.a colors of oloth the thread .
was dyed 'rho dye wag_ made by d;lggin% up rad shank and wild indigo roots
whioh were boilad, The substance obta.,in‘e_;&‘b‘a;.ng soma 0f the best dye 40

be found,
W. Bread was made from_;im and whaat, The msat used

was po:k,l‘pa_ef', munon_an;i goat.._\ Yor xir;gserw‘ratign,_it was smokgd and

kept in the smoke house. Qoffee Was ,us":ed‘ 28 a beverage and when this
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ran out as oft! wmos hnppened. parched peamxts were usnd for the Pure

pose,

Yary and famlly aroee bafore day hreak and preparsd braakfass for the
magser and his famwily, 'att«»r which Yhey ats in the saxxié dining room,

When this wes over the diuhea ware washed by Maxy. her brother and sisterx,
The ohildren the.n played zbout wnitll moais were gagved again,

WASHING & S0AP, Washing was dona in home made wooden tubs, «hd boiling in
iron pots similay to tovse of today., Sosp uas wule from Pat and lya,

— - -~

I

A‘;mgmum'rs,'_, The only amusement t0 be had wag a big candy pulling,
or hog killing and clidoken cooking, _“Phe zlaves from the 8urronding"
planvations wars allowed to ooms togethar on thene occascions, A big
tine was had,

QHURCH, The alavag went to the "white folkg"” chm'ch on '%undays.
Theay warn geatad in:_the xraear of tha ohuroh. The white nindiater would
arise and exhort the slaves to "nind ym'@sgua. Jop owe tham your
rnnpaot" An old Ohriauan slave who perosived things differantly oould
somatices be hnard. to aranble, "Yaah., wess jes¥ as good as deya_ 13 only
deys white and we's black, huh'. She dare not 1t the whites n+or this,
At times mentints were were held in s slave ocabin where spme/“inspi?ad“

slavae 1led the saxvicas.

In the courss of yoars X, Jmaiaoa mareled again, His
sensond wife was a verltable Sarror, Jle wag alwaye ready and anxious to
whip a alaya for the least miad.gmnagor.' The nzetae told Mary cnd her :
- mOther that before he would take tha chanoa of theni running zway on_aoe_
ooﬁnp_ cf her meanscss he:would Imvg her, As 3002 as he would laave the
housa this vas a dignal £or his wife to start on a zlave, Ona day with
a knttie of hot wa'cér_ir; her hand she choged Yary, 7h? ran t0 another

/.
nlantation and bid there v ' the good mast~ - sturnsg,
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- -— . po - - —

She then poured out‘hei t4riubleg to him, He was vary indignant_and
reponotrated w;th'hin wife for being so crual, She mat her fate in
later years, her son~in-la® becoming angry at some of her doings in
regerd %0 kim shot har, which resulted in her death, Instead of_mourging;
avery body seemead t0 rejoioce, for the menase to_wall being had basn removad,
Twice a year Mexy's father and waster ¥ent %o Cedar Keys, Florida to get
8alt, _Oonan water was obtained and bolled, salt resulting, They alwsys
ratwmed with about thrae buzrnls of salt, . '

Tha greptsnt avept in thn 14t 0f 2 slavn was esbout $0 ogcuy,
and the most sorrowful in the 1lifa of 2 nmoster, YREEDOM was at habd,
A nagro wus sean somng 1n the distance, mauntnd upon a mule, aporoaching
¥r, Janiscn who atood upon the poroh ha told him of the liberation of
the elaves, Mr, Jamison had navsr bafore bren heard to ourse, but this
was one day that he let go a torraut_of wordz that_are unzcrthy to arnaay
in print, He then_ broka down and cried like n slava who was veing lashed
by Lie oruel mantey, Hm called Kary's mothar and fgther, Phyliss cnd 3zndy,
*I aint got no_more to do with you, you are f{ram, he gsid, 1f you waut.
t0_stay With me you ma)-and I'1l give you one third of what you raise"l
They decided to astay., - When the orop was harvested the iagter did not _
Ido a; he had promissd, He gave then nothiﬁg. lary aiipped awey, moggted
tho 0ld uule"iustangly and galloped mway at a rmules anail spasd to New-
mana?ille whern shq;felatéd what‘had happ2ne) to a-Union ospiain, Fn gave
her 2 latter %0 giva %o Mr. Jsmisom, in it he rerinded hiwm that £ he didn's
give Mary's fémily what he had promiasad he would be put in jeil. ¥ithout
hegitation the 01d master complied with thasa pungent orders,

Aftex this_inqidant ary and her family_lnft tha good old vOsas
%0 wack & new abode in other parts. This was the first time that tha
master had in any way displayed any Xind of unfairnees tomerd thei, D>rhaps
i1t was the reaction to having to liberate thﬁm._.
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;jggﬁgugﬁa, Théro was no barriago during slavery aocording t0 oivil or
religlious euetom _emong the slaves, If a slave saw a woman whom he desired
he to0ld hzs magter, 1L the woman in question belonged on anotharp plane
tation the magtar woould conault her master: 'ora of my boys_wnnts toO |
marey ona of your gala*, he would 8ay. As a rule i% waz apresable that
they chould liva togethex as man and wife, TRis ﬁagnncouiaged for it
inoreased the snlave populatPon Ly newt borns, hsnoe, being  assdt_to the
masters. The tW0 slaves thus jolned were allowed %0 g@exdpn anothax nﬁ
1nter7als upon speoial permigsion £rom the wasnter, He mﬁzﬁ have a_pass
to le&ve the plantation, Any slave caught without one while'of? the Tlade
shtion wz2s subjmtt 50 be oaught by thc,”padnrgllgis" (~ low claozz of white
who rovad the countey to molest a slave at the leasﬁ Oppoftunity. Scme of
them ware hred b§~thn masters t0 guard sgaingt sleves ruaﬁipguaw&y or to
apprenand them in the svant that they d4d) who would beax;them unmerci{ally
and gend then back t0 the plantation from whenca théy’oamé; '

~ 'As a result of this form of watrinony af_BM#gcipayion:thsra veze
no slaves lawfully married, Orders were given fhnffif'théy preférred’fo
Yive togothar as man and wife they mnst narry aﬂoordxng £0 law,
They weye givan ninea ontbs to deoide this gursbaon, aftrr which 1f they

continuad t0 livs togmthar they were arrested Ior adultpry. _ N
A ¥x, Prysr, Justion or the Peace at Gainﬂsvillc, waﬂ aazirnpd to_dagl with
the sistaslon around tho plantation whore waxy_and hTr famlly lived,

A big supper wos gived, 1t wes eavly, ubuux twenty fivz sldve couples attend-
ad. There was galedy and laaghtar, A baxrnl of lemona&e wae s@rvnd. A
big time wne had by all, tham thosa douplas who degired to Temzln_tozether
were jolned An'wadloak accoriding to civil suatom, Tﬁéyparty broke up in

fhn 2921y howrs of tha morning,

¥ary Pidiis, cognizant of tae progznasfthat gelence anrd inve

‘has made in the intervening yesrs from zmanéipmtion?and the presont tiv
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oould naod heln bux rumaxx of the vaet 1mprovement of the 1ight1ng system
of todsy and tha‘ of ulavcry.. Therc were no lamps OX keroaene, ! _
The first thxoad %hat nhe evex spun.was for a wick ﬁo be used in a candla,
the cnly nmeans of 1igh$. Beet %allul wag ueed t0 maks the oandle. this 'au
plaoed in a oa.ndle mouyd ¥hile o, the wick Was than plaoed in the center
of the tallow as 1t resﬁ ir the mould, this was allowad to aool. When _
shis ohamical proccss occured there was a rsgular a¢zad caudle to be used

for ligh‘k ing,

Mary now rast the sentury mafk. her lean bronsa b6d7 resting
in & roocker. her hcad wrapped in a white tkerohtef, and puffing siowly
on her clay pipe,,bzpressod herself {n regard Yo prosidents: *Roogevelt
has dont' mol thﬁn any okhex presidanz, why you know ever since freadom they
been talkin' 'bout dia pwnstan. talkin' thout 1% tha'z all, but you pee
Hr. Boo:evélt he donl eca! ant givad it tu us, whaﬁ? 101 néy hotg a goocd
.:1gh$us man, an' cho' gal vot! to' hin' \ -

Reaiding in hez 1ittle oabin in matonvillel Florida, she is.

,Qv?'
krd

"bla to smile because ghe has soms mesns of aecurity, the 014 Age Pension,
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