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This happened@ on election day,November 2, 1920, Though t?ﬁ
catastrophe took place in Ocoee,and it is always spoken of as te
Ocoee Riot, witnesses both white and legro state that it wa; no
the regular population of Ocoee vhich particinated in the a falg..t
It is said that the majority of whites of the commuplpy.dep%ore_tl ,
at the time and have refused to accent full resnonsibility for 1
since, :

According to witnesses,the racial disordeér hbegan 1n ng?gr -
Garden,ca citggs‘town about %hree miles from Ocoee._Therg haghgesg oes
very lively electioneering curing the Harding camnalgn, fﬁqt-f& Lnglls
who were traditional.Republicans were turning out 1in mass & dlihi lls,
Some of the poor wvhites who are traditional'nemgcrats resinpe o 1?00’1
under tne heading that the Negroes were voting Jjobs away Lrgg Eiacksc
people.It was decided with a great deal of heat to preventth e e
from voting,vhich was done, Over in Ocoee, the placks and “te “81e S e
were turning out to the nolls with great enthusiasm qnd nof ﬁqﬁter wes_
contemplated.In the afternoon,however,many of the vhites o thl ger S
den came on over to Ocoee celebrating election day. Seeing h?t o
Negroes swarming to the polls,they began to urge the Ocoee “W;ngil
stop them,citing the evil haprenéngs of the Reconstruc1‘,%‘}011(;1;1 T w%re
the Legroes viere being pushed and shoved at the polls. Yy

ordered away,but someof them persisted,

The first act of physical violence occurred when Mose Norman came
up to the polls to vote in defiance of the warning for Negroes to
geep away., He was struck and driven off, Rut he did not let the mstter
drop so easily., Fe got into his automobile and drove to Orlando, the
County seat to see one Mr. Cheney, a well-known lawyer there and told
bim what was haprening, He advised Mose Morman that the men vwho were
interfering with the voting were doing so illegally and that it was a
very serious matter indeed. He instructed lMose to return to Ocoee and
to take the names of all tne Negroés vho had heen denied their consti-
tutional right to vote,and some say he advised Norman to also take the
names of the whites who were violating the vpolls, lMose Norman returned
to Ocoee and parked his car on the main street of the town near the
place of polling and got out, While he was away from the car, some of
the disorderly whites from Winter Garden went to the car and searched
it and found a shotgun under th= seat, When he returned to tte¢ car, he
was setv upon apl driven off, His speedy foot work was the only thing
that saved him from serious injury, When this got around,the Negroes
generally stayed away from the polling nlace ggrEx& and began to leave
town tor the day. Two or three more were hustjled and neaten however
during the atternoon, Then the vhite mobs began to marade un and down
the stireets and grew more disorderly a::d unmanageable,Towards sundovm,
it was suggested that they go over to Mose Norman's house and give him
a good peating for his off'iciousness zrd tor being a smart-aleck,Put
some ong going around the lake had seen him visiting July Perry, a very
prosperous Negro f'armer and contractor and tney decided, come nightfall
they‘would go to the home of Peryy and drag Mose out and chastise him,

In tne meanvime, The Black Dispatch (grapevine) had publisned all
that was happening and most ot tne Negroes nad left town or hidden out
%?nghiforaggﬁtgroves. July Perry armed himselt and oreparsd to defend

iself and his home.His friends all took to the woods and
left hir to his courape .Even his sons hid out with the ges%fgygsw%?g
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and daughter alone remained in the housc with him,Perhavs they were afraid

to lecve the shelter of the house, Terrible rumors were about., Two of the
three churches had been burned,The whole Negro settlement was being assaulted.
It was cried that Langmaid, a Negro carpenter had been heaten and castrated.
But one thing was certain,lose Norman,vho had been the match to touch off

the explosion could not be found, He had thoroughly ahsented himself from

the vicinity, When asked by some of the Negroes vwhy he had had the gun under
the seat of his car, he explained that he vas doing some clearing out at
Tildenville for Mr, Saddler, and always had his gun hsndy for a little hun-
ting, At any rate, no Negro excent July Perry had k& maintained his former
acdress. So night dusted down on Ocoee, with the mobs seeking blood and ashes
and July Perry standing his lone watch over his rights to 1life and oproperty.

The night color gave courage to many ren who had heen diffident during the
day hours., Fire was set to whole rows of Negro houses and the wretches who
had thought to hide by crawling under these building were shot or shot at as
the fled from the flames, In that way Maggie Genlack and her daughter were
kll}ed and their bodies left and partially burned by the flames that consumed
their former home. The daughter was far acdvanced in nregnancy and EXEXAREXX
so felt unequalX to flight since there was no conveyance thzt she could get,
Her mother would not leave her alone zs 21l the others £m vanished out of the
quarters,They took counsel together and the o0ld woman and her vtregnant daugh-
ter crept under the house to escane the notice of the mob, Roosevelt Parton
died of fire and gunshot wounds when the barn of July Perry was put to flamesg
He had thought that that would be a good hiding place,hut when the fury of
the crowd swept over thePerry place,the barn was fired and when Roosevelt
tried to rush out he was driven back by a bullet to die in the fire, But this
only happened after a pitched battle had been fought at Ferry's house, with
July Perry against the mob,

He loaded his high powered ri~le and waited, at the same time unwilling to
believe that the white pesple with vhom he had worked and associated so long
vould permit the irresponsibles from Winter Garden to harm him or his things,
Neverthe less he waited ready to do that vhich becomes a man, ile could not
know that the mob was not seeking him at ali, that they had come there becaus
the thought that llose Norman was hiding about the nlace, Perlaps if the mob
had not been so sure that Mose was there that it was 'nnecessary to ask,all
might have been different, They might have called out to him and he might
have assured them by word of mouth or invited them in to see for themselves,
They did not know that Norman had only spent a few minutes at the Perry home
and then fled away to the groves, So they there outside began the assault
upon the front of the house to gain entrance and Perry defended his door with
all that he could cormeand, He was effective,The mob was forced to retreat,and
considered what was best to do., It was decided that while some kent up the
harassment at the {ront, others would force an enirance throughth the »ack,
Kever had any of the mob suspvected that Perry was alone in the house,They
thought from the steady fire that several Yegroes vere at bay in there, It
vas Sam Salsbury who took a running start and kicked the back door oven,
Perry had not expected this, but he whirled at once and began to shoot at the
gaping mouth of the door, !is daughter terrified at this negw dagger tried
to run out of the door and was shot in the shoulder by her father who had
not expected her to run into the line of fire, Tut the next bullet §truck
-Sam Salsbury in the arm and the rear attackers re‘reated., X% Kxduxrxegxganrel
ERXKARXKEEXEXXIERXARBX X LRAZXAREIRREXXNILXXE But not before Tlmer licDonald
and a man named Overberry had lost their lives,The council decided that
reinforcements were necessary to take tne nlace so the whole fighting torce
withdrew.5ome phoned to Orlando to friends to come and heln, Some nhoned to
AP9RKY 3Rd.fg 39 otner points, Some went in cars to oring help, So there wag
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a lull in tne f{ighting for two or tnroe hours.

July Perry had not gone unhurt. A "ullet or two had hit him. So in
tne lull his wif'e persuaded hirm to leave, l'e was weak trom his hurts so she
lent ner stirengin to get him away f'rom the house a~d rar dovn 1nto the cane
patch vhere u.ey telt ne would not be found, WWhen uwue 1-e-inforced mob came
back the B doors were open and the searchers found only Perry's wounded
' daughter there, They did nothing to harm her hut began an intensive hunt faér
Perry, It was around davn when they found him weak and helpless in his hid-
ing place and he was removed to the jail in Orlando, It was after sun-up
when the mob stormed the jail and dragged him out and tied him to the back
of a car and and killed him and left his bhody swinging to a telephone nost
beside the highway.

That was the end of what happened in Ocoee on electinn day, 1920,
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