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One year after the 15" ICS

Kerrville (Texas, USA), and the

work continues...

MESSAGE FROM THE
SECRETARY GENERAL

The 15" International Congress of Speleol-
ogy (Kerrville — Texas) was a big success
with about 1,500 registered participants
from more than 50 different countries.
Needless to say, this event marked the year
2009 and will leave many beautiful memo-
ries for a lot of people. As for the UIS, the
success achieved in Kerrville extended well
through the year 2010.

First, substantial funds fed into the UIS ac-
count thanks to the organizers of the 15
ICS and those who have supported all of the
initiatives and donations for our organiza-
tion. This encouraged the President of UIS,
Andy Eavis, to propose a small committee
meeting in Postojna (January 2010) in order
to deal with financial issues. The year 2010
marked several centenaries of caving socie-
ties and organizations (e.g., the Hungarian
Society and Dachstein karstic park).

The Annual Bureau meeting for 2010 was
held in Postojna (Slovenia) in conjunction
with the 18" Karst School organized by the
Slovenian Karst Research Institute. Just
before the meeting, a delegation of UIS Bu-
reau members travelled to Dachstein (Aus-
tria) to be generously received by the Aus-
trian Speleological Society and Prof. Hubert
Trimmel.

These events indicate clearly to the UIS Bu-
reau members that much work still lies
ahead and that our international caving
community deserves that we provide the
best in order to secure the future of speleol-
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MeeiinPj in January 2010.
ogy and the success of our Union.

The year 2010 also witnessed the serious
start of the procedure that would ultimately
bring UIS towards formal recognition by
UNESCO as an Associate Member of the
International Council for Scientific Unions
(ICSU).

2010 was also the first year of preparation
for our next International Congress of Spe-
leology (Brno, Czech Republic) by the
Czech Speleological Society. So all |1 can
still add in this foreword is to invite you all,
cavers and cave scientists of the world, to
start organizing and planning your trip to
attend our next Congress in the heart of Eu-
rope in 2013.

16th INTERNATIONAL
CONGRESS OF SPELEOLOGY

CZECH SPELEOLOGICAL SOCIETY
- candidate for 16th ICS &




Minutes of UIS Bureau Annual Meeting
June 12-13, 2010
Karst Research Institute of Slovenia — Postojna (SLOVENIA)

June 13, 2010

1) Opening speech of the UIS President / Approval of
Agenda

Andy Eavis thanked all participants for coming to Postojna
and praised the almost complete turnout for the 2010 annu-
al bureau meeting. He informed the Bureau that Kyung Sik
Woo has apologized for not being able to attend. Andy
Eavis thanked Nadja Zupan Hajna and the SAZU Karst
Research Institute for hosting the Bureau meeting. He
welcomed as well Mr. Zden&k Motycka who represents the
16™ ICS organizing committee and attended the meeting.

The Agenda of the meeting was then approved by the Bu-
reau members present.

2) Approval of Minutes from Regular Sessions in 2009
(Kerrville, Texas - USA)

Andy Eavis proposed a motion to accept the minutes of the
preceding meeting that was held in Kerrville (Texas, USA)
in 2009. Fadi Nader seconded this motion and it was
passed by the Bureau.

Together with the minutes, the list of decisions/actions was
previously published on the UIS Bureau Forum and sent by
emails to Bureau members. This list was reviewed and
updated by the Bureau members.

3) Previous meetings and events

a. Interim UIS Bureau Executive meetings (Paris and
Postojna, Slovenia — 3 to 6 December, 2008);

Andy Eavis informed the Bureau about two executive
meetings that were held in Postojna (Slovenia) and in Paris
involving the President, VVPs (George Veni via Skype), the
General Secretary and Nadja Zupan Hajna (Adjunct Secre-
tary/Acting Treasurer) between the congress in Kerrville
and this Bureau meeting. These meetings had specific
objectives related to the financial status of the UIS and
needed the Bureau’s presence in Postojna.

Andy Eavis asked the Bureau members if they agree on
having such executive meetings in order to improve the
reactivity of the Bureau so that it can deal efficiently with
certain pending issues. Paul Williams said that these types
of meetings are indeed a good idea and the remaining
members agreed as well.

b. Hungary Meeting (+ FSE Bureau meeting);

Christian Dodelin who was present at this meeting and
represented the UIS Bureau at the FSE Bureau meeting had
previously submitted a full report (in French) concerning
these events. He verbally reported that during the FSE
Bureau meeting two main points were discussed in rele-
vance to UIS:

(1) Database for International Expeditions (proposed as a
joint UIS/FSE project by Manuel Freire); and

(2) International Speleo Competition proposed by Juan-
Carlos Lopez Casas — which did not get a successful reac-
tion as it was said that in Europe only four countries would
be interested in such activities.

Christian Dodelin also reported that 15 countries from the
European Union were present at the General Assembly
(with about 50 persons).

c. Dachstein Centenary and the 4™ Ice Cave Workshop
(8-11 June 2010; Obertaun - Austria);

George Veni attended the 4™ International Ice Cave Work-
shop and made a verbal report.

Andy Eavis, Christian Dodelin, Efrain Mercado, Fadi Nad-
er, George Veni, Nadja Zupan Hajna, Stein-Erik Lauritzen,
Arrigo Cigna, Hubert Trimmel and Jose-Ayrton Labegalini
attended the Dachstein Centenary, which was very well
organized. Hubert Trimmel had kindly undertaken all the
organization to invite members of the UIS Bureau and past
presidents.

d. Iran (14-15 February 2010; Tehran);

Nadja Zupan Hajna represented the UIS at a conference in
Tehran (Iran). She presented the UIS to the audience and
invited the Iranian karst scientists and speleologists to
become part of the UIS.

4) Organization updates concerning the 16th ICS —
Brno 2013 (Zdenék Motycka)

Mr. Zden¢k Motycka informed the UIS Bureau about the
updates concerning the organization of the upcoming 16™
ICS in Brno (Czech Republic) in 2013. His verbal report
included seven important steps that summarize the work
that has been done since the previous ICS in Kerrville
(July, 2009) and projects the future perspectives.

During a first step and right after the 15" ICS, the organiz-
ers of the 16™ ICS started by informing Czech cavers and
building up motivation. The second step consisted of set-
ting up the 16™ ICS Organizing Committee, which is a
legal independent association with Pavel Bosak as Presi-
dent and Zden¢k Motycka as Vice-President (among other
very well known Czech cavers on board). Thus, a corpo-
rate body (unattached to the Czech Speleological Society)
with the name “Speleo2013” including about 20 persons
(including some prominent business men) is established in
order to enjoy flexibility and efficiency, especially with
respect to financial matters. The first budget was subse-
quently proposed and work is still underway. In addition,
the website has been finalized (after review of the English
by George Veni) and will be published online by the end of
June 2010.

Mr. Zden¢k Motycka informed the UIS Bureau that the
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dates of the 16™ ICS have been defined. The congress will
take place in Brno from the 21% to the 28" of July 2013.

Finally, Mr. Motycka shared with the UIS Bureau some of
the next steps programmed for the upcoming period. These
included:
a. Completing the Organizing Committee
(meeting every 3 or 4 months)
b. Building up relationships with public es-
tablishments
c. Website launch and first circular (mail-
ing of hardcopy with option for receipt
of further circulars exclusively in elec-
tronic form)
d. Budget construction and negotiating fur-
ther support (more precise budget)
e. Important Dates:
i. January 2011: call for excur-
sions
ii. April 2011 (see below): meeting
of Organizing Committee with
UIS Bureau
iii. July 2011: publication of the
First Circular

5) UIS Bureau 2011 meeting in the Czech Republic)
(Zdenék Motycka)

Mr. Zdenék Motycka laid out three different options for the
upcoming UIS Bureau meeting in 2011, which is supposed
to be the Czech Republic (host of the 16™ ICS in 2013) 2
years after the upcoming Bureau meeting. The fact that no
important scientific symposia or meetings in the Czech
Republic are scheduled for 2011 was also discussed and
orients the proposed options.

Option 1: Meeting coinciding with the annual convention
of the Czech Speleology Society. Arrival on the 14™ of
April in Brno, then attending the convention (April 16) and
leaving on the 17™ of April.

Option 2: (Extended Option 1) Meeting combined with the
convention of the Czech Speleology Society. Arrival on the
13™ of April (UIS Bureau meeting in Brno on 14" after-
noon and the 15" of April), checking facilities in Brno and
then joining the convention on the 16" followed by excur-
sions to caves until the 18" of April. Departure on the 19"
of April.

Option 3: Arrange the UIS Bureau meeting together with
the 16" ICS Organization Committee on another date with
no combined speleo-events.

Mr. Zdenék Motycka informed the UIS Bureau members
that they will be invited (free of charge) to this upcoming
meeting. The organizing committee will fund the airport
pick up, hotel accommodation, dinners and fees for con-
vention.
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6) ICS Guidelines — Updates (George Veni)

Following the 15" ICS (Kerrville, TX — USA; 2009),
George Veni updated the "Instructions and General
Recommendations for Organizers of International
Congresses of Speleology (ICS)", as agreed on during the
previous Bureau meeting. The updated version of this
document has been reviewed by some other members of
the UIS Bureau.

7) Possible conflict with FSE meeting in 2013
Andy Eavis introduced the subject of FSE meetings and
possible conflict with the upcoming 16" ICS in 2013.

Mr. Zden¢k Motycka expressed his concerns about the fact
that the FSE is planning a European SpeleoForum in 2013.
He reminded the UIS Bureau members that there are still
problems between the Czech Speleological Society and the
FSE related to the use of "SpeleoForum™ for such events,
as this title has been used in the Czech Republic for many
years before the first European SpeleoForum. Besides,
concerns remain for losing participants at the 16" ICS if
another major speleo event is planned for the same year.

Andy Eavis advised everyone that there will be no Europe-
an Congress in 2013; the upcoming congress is scheduled
for 2016 (in the UK). However, the FSE organizes every
year a relatively small-scale meeting (the European Spele-
oForum), during which the FSE Bureau and General As-
sembly meet.

Fadi Nader asked whether the UIS and the organizers of
the 16™ ICS could invite the FSE Bureau and General
Assembly to convene during the ICS in Brno, and therefore
for the year 2013 — exceptionally because of the ICS being
in Europe, no European SpeleoForum would be planned.

ACTION 1: Fadi Nader (upon the approval of Andy
Eavis) will send a letter to FSE to invite them to plan
their General Assembly and Bureau meeting for the
year 2013 at the 16™ ICS in Brno (Czech Republic).

8) UIS/JUNESCO (Fadi Nader)

Fadi Nader summarized the actual situation concerning the
application for membership of the International Council for
Scientific Unions (ICSU). One of the Geobodies of ICSU
expressed some concerns about having the UIS as a new
Associate Member. Paul Williams drafted a letter of reply
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that was conveyed to ICSU by Fadi Nader and was well
received. At this stage and before the next meeting of the
Executive Bureau of ICSU (October 2010 — deadline for
meeting agenda: end of August 2010), contact must be re-
established in order to push again the application of the
uls.

ACTION 2: Fadi Nader will contact ICSU (in July
2010) and ask about the status of the UIS application.

9) UIS Code of Ethics (Stein-Erik Lauritzen)

Stein-Erik Lauritzen informed the Bureau about the pro-
gress concerning the work on the new version of the UIS
Code of Ethics. The document will be ready by September
2010, and published as a working document on the website
while waiting to be voted on in the upcoming General
Assembly (during the 16™ ICS, Brno — 2013). Meanwhile,
the delegates will be asked to send in their comments and
suggestions on the working document.

The FSE has approved the applicability of the UIS Code of
Ethics.

ACTION 3: Stein-Erik Lauritzen will finalize the
working document of the UIS Code of Ethics by Sep-
tember 2010.

-~ —
enian Karst Institute SAZU

>

Home of the UIS: The Slov

10) Commission Reports (George Veni)

George Veni, VP-Administration, reported on the activities
of the commissions and working groups. He highlighted
the fact that many commission presidents were delighted
by the fact that they were contacted on the behalf of the
Bureau. Still, some other commissions did not respond at
all to the continuous emails and requests for information.

In the following lines, those commissions that responded
positively to George — or those that are active and with no
major problems — will not be mentioned. During the meet-
ing the updates from all commissions and working groups
have been discussed, but, here, only those commissions
that require attention and further actions will be present-
ed.

a. Commission on Techniques
Andy Eavis maintained his previous statement that he
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knows somebody who could be an ideal leader for the
Commission on Techniques (who is able to revive this
important commission). However, due to many obligations
and lack of time this person could not be approached until
now.

Giovanni Badino proposed to change the title of the Com-
mission to "Advances in Caving Techniques".

Fadi Nader suggested that Christian Dodelin asks Bernard
Tourte (France) if the latter would be interested to lead this
commission.

Alexander Klimchouk also proposed that George Veni
invites Mark Passerby (USA) if he would be equally inter-
ested in that vacant position.

b. Commissions whose leaders do not respond
George Veni listed one department and four commissions
which never replied to his emails and contacts. These are:

- Department of Education

- Commission on Great Caves

- Commission on Hydrothermal Karst

- Commission of Cave Diving

- Commission on History of Speleology

George Veni asked the Bureau members for suggestions on
what he could do when the presidents of such commission
do not reply to his emails. Fadi Nader expressed his sur-
prise because he knows that the Department of Education
and the Commission of Cave Diving were and still are
active! Christian Dodelin suggested that problems in com-
munications may be the reason for the behavior of some
commission leaders (e.g. Marcel Meyssonnier / Dept. of
Education).

Alexander Klimchouk reminded everyone that this problem
was always the case and that the rules stated — and should
be respected — that if any commission does not report for
two consecutive congresses, it has to be dissolved. Andy
Eavis and George Veni expressed their concerns about the
long time required for making such decisions (8 years /2
consecutive ICS) and stated that the UIS Bureau has re-
sponsibilities to keep the commissions active when needed.

There must be at least some information on the UIS Web-
site featuring the status of the commissions ("active
since...") and the invitation for interested cavers in reviving
certain inactive commissions.

George Veni suggested to propose a rule or some sort of
regulations that allow the UIS Bureau to appoint or ask for
appointing other presidents/coordinators of commissions
when necessary. Fadi Nader agreed on this proposal, but
reminded that this should respect the Statutes and the In-
ternal Regulations of the UIS.

UIS-Bulletin vol. 53, Nr 1&2 (2010)



DECISION 5: Add a mention on the UIS website that
informs about the status of the commission or working
group. This could be "last updated XX/XX/XXXX" If
the commission is not active, also add a statement invit-
ing cavers interested in reviving it to contact the VP-
Admin.

ACTION 4: George Veni will check the Statutes and
the Internal Regulations of the UIS and propose the
needed changes in order to make the commission lead-
ers more responsive and the commissions active. The
UIS Forum will be used to vote and apply changes on
the Internal Regulations.

c. Comments from Adolfo Eraso

The last email of Adolfo Eraso concerning the changes
requested before the 15™ ICS in Kerrville (2009) is simply
due to the fact that Adolfo was not notified about the deci-
sions taken during the previous UIS Bureau meeting. Fadi
Nader apologized about not publishing the minutes due to
some delays in finishing up the Bulletin (they were sup-
posed to appear in the Bulletin 52-2 in December 2009).

Back in Kerrville (2009), the Bureau accepted the motion
(proposed by Adolfo Eraso) to merge both groups and
proposes the following name for the new commission:
“GLACIER, FIRN AND ICE CAVES COMMISSION.”

d. Commission of Informatics (and website)
Fadi Nader reported to the UIS Bureau the difficulties and
problems encountered with respect to the website, forum
and bulletin. He asked for help and decisions for actions
that are efficient and pragmatic which once applied will
make a difference. He noted that for these three items,
Manuel Freire and Peter Matthews did all their best and
were always constructive. Still, the website is the link of
the UIS to all cavers of the world (including delegates and
federations).
- We cannot afford to have an unattractive and
un-updated website anymore;
- It is unacceptable to not have UIS Bulletin
published on time; and
- We cannot function well as a Bureau, without
investing in the Forum (this needs the help of
each member of the Bureau)
Fadi Nader even proposed to pay some professionals to get
the website going if needed.

Mr. Zden€k Motycka informed the Bureau that the Czech
Speleological Society paid about 5,000 US Dollars to get a
website functional and up-to-date. While Nadja Zupan
Hajna informed the Bureau that the Geological Society of
Slovenia hired a student to do the job for 500 Euros.

Alexander Klimchouk reminded everyone that we need a
person who can deal with the technology, design and con-
tent. We do not need a webmaster all the time (it is a one-
time request); however we should have two persons who
can help at any time.

DECISION 6: UIS Bureau members will use the
FORUM for all intra-bureau correspondence between
meetings and ICSs.
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ACTION 5: The Secretary General (Fadi Nader) will
write a letter to Peter Matthews and Manuel Freire
thanking them for their enormous help concerning the
website and informing them that the UIS Bureau
(through the VP-Operation, Christian Dodelin) will
seek help. They are invited to assist Christian Dodelin
in having control over the website.

ACTION 6: The VP-Operation (Christian Dodelin) will
take direct responsibility to sort out the website and
getting its new version online and active as soon as
possible (the Secretary General and President will as-
sist him).

ACTION 7: George Veni will assist Fadi Nader in
providing a template for the Bulletin.

e. Any other business related to commissions
George Veni also informed the Bureau on several issues
related to commissions and working groups:

The Commission on Microbiology provided a report and
proposed protocols on the recent spread of the WNS half-
way across the USA.

The Ice Cave Workshop meeting in Obertraun (Austria)
was excellent and the next one will be in September 2012
in Milan (ltaly).

The upcoming Pseudokarst Commission Symposium will
also take place in September 2012; more information will
be soon published in the upcoming UIS Bulletin. George is
coordinating the symposium dates with the commissions so
that they do not occur at the same time and allow people to
attend both.

The upcoming Vulcanospeleology Commission Symposi-
um will take place this year (2010) in Australia.

11) Finance Update (Nadja Zupan Hajna)

Nadja Zupan Hajna informed the Bureau members about
the financial status of the UIS as of June 2010. This can be
roughly summarized as follows:

About 6,297 Euros and 59,000 US Dollars (31/5/2010).
About 33,243 US Dollars available, as 25000 US Dollars
frozen in bank — to get interest (+9 euros/months after the
bank charges paid)

Nadja informed the Bureau that several "member-
countries” have no delegates and did not pay for many
years. These should somehow be taken out of the list of
actual member-countries.

A long discussion followed about the countries which still
have debts unpaid. The Bureau considered forgiving such
debts or not. The general feeling consisted of asking for
debt payments while having the possibility to cancel them
on a case-by-case, when judged appropriate.

DECISION 7: Recommend for the upcoming General
6



Assembly (Brno, 2013) a list of active member countries
(dropping those countries that did not pay their fees for
the last three consecutive years).

ACTION 8: The Treasurer (Nadja Zupan Hajna) is
asked to invoice all countries for yearly subscription —
in July 2010 — and those who have still debts are to be
invoiced separately for their debts.

12) International Journal of Speleology (George Veni)
First, George Veni informed the Bureau that the US Na-
tional Cave and Karst Research Institute (NCKRI) Board
did not want to publish the 1JS because of the small num-
ber of subscriptions. Todd Chavez proposed that the 1JS
become entirely electronic. The University of South Flori-
da (USF) Libraries could take charge of the expenses for
electronic services (ca. 5,000 US Dollars) and the paper
copy could be printed on demand by means of service
companies (such as Amazon.com).

Christian Dodelin had asked the Editors of Karstologia
whether they could help in this regard. The answer was
positive, yet they did not submit a quotation.

Fadi Nader asked if turning into digital publications only
would affect the impact factor. George Veni reported that
the impact factor would not be affected if handled correct-

ly.

Paul Williams believes that we need to make a decision
and cannot afford to lose time. However the proposed
ideas are still not at the point to make a decision (perma-
nent) — we still need a year or so.

Arrigo Cigna stated that Jo de Waele did excellent work as
editor and the 1JS is now a serious scientific publication.
However the distribution was non-existent. The electronic
form cost nothing and still OK. In the meantime we should
find solutions.

George Veni informed the Bureau that Todd Chavez said
USF is willing to print the Journal for the coming two
years, after which it has to become electronic.

ACTION 10: George Veni will discuss with USF (Todd
Chavez) a contract with the UIS concerning the 1JS —
the Journal should remain the owned by the UIS.

ACTION 11: Fritz Oedl (and the UIS Advisory Com-
mittee) will check the contract with USF, once ready
and will send comments and suggestions to the UIS
Bureau.

13) UIS Bureau Workflow

Fadi Nader reported about the general workflow of the
Bureau and highlighted a few issues that needed to be
taken into account for more efficient functioning and cor-
respondence.

a. UIS Letter-heads and business cards
Due to an increase in official letters sent by members of the
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UIS Bureau, Fadi Nader proposed that all Bureau members
use similar letterheads yet they keep their own referencing.
The same would be for UIS business cards (same design,
but printed individually by Bureau members).

All letters are to be cc-ed to the General Secretary and the
President.

ACTION 12: Fadi Nader will provide the format of
letterheads to UIS Bureau members downloadable
from the UIS Forum.

b. UIS Leaflet

With respect to the UIS Leaflet (introduction to the UIS),
the Bureau members unanimously decided not to print it
anymore, simply because the last printed leaflets did not
make any significant impact.

¢. Jobs for Adjunct Secretaries

Fadi Nader reminded everyone that during the first meeting
of the current Bureau (in Kerrville 2010, after the second
General Assembly of the 15™ ICS), there was an agreement
that the Adjunct Secretaries would help with the regional
cover and links with national delegates and organizations.
Thus, Jean-Pierre Bartholeyns would take care of the Eu-
ropean countries and region; Efrain Mercado Latin Ameri-
ca; Kyung Sik Woo, the Asian countries; Paul Williams,
Australasia; Fadi Nader, Middle-East and Africa; and
George Veni, North America.

George Veni also reminded everyone that Nadja Zupan
Hajna is taking care of the Finance and acting Treasurer;
that Stein-Erik Lauritzen is in charge of the Code of Ethics;
and Paul Williams makes the liaison with IUCN.

George Veni also suggested some other tasks for Adjunct
Secretaries. These are:

- Fund Raising: Somebody has to search for means
of increasing the financial assets of the UIS.

- Books and other Prizes: to keep track of publica-
tions and be ready to recommend prizes to the
UIS Bureau prior to the ICSs.

- Awards for Service to Speleology and the UIS:
(see below; item #14).

- Recruit new Member Countries: help new can-
didates countries to join the UIS.

- Recruiting proposals for future 1CSs (17"
ICS).

- Develop special UIS Expeditions or projects: to
organize international UIS expeditions and pro-
jects to promote speleology and the UIS on the in-
ternational level.

- Assist and help VPs: Vice-Presidents may also
need helping hands; adjunct secretaries are invited
to help and assist them.

DECISION 8: Efrain Mercado proposes himself to help
in recruiting new candidate member-countries of the
uls.

DECISION 9: Giovanni Badino will take in charge the
task to develop special UIS expeditions and/or projects.
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DECISION 10: Alexander Klimchouk proposes to help
George Veni (VP-Administration with the commissions.

14) UIS Honorary Members

While Article 14 of the Internal Regulations states that the
Bureau can propose persons to be Honorary members
voted by the General Assembly, Paul Williams suggested
that the Bureau could grant fellowships in recognition of
outstanding speleological achievements (both
sport/exploration and scientific). He proposed to imple-
ment in the Internal Regulations a statement enabling the
Bureau to give an award called "fellowships” and consist-
ing for example of a lifetime registration to 1CSs.

The way the fellowship is granted was discussed. The idea
is to receive, at least one year before the ICS, CVs and
suggested referees. The Bureau will select its own referee.
Then the selection of no more than four fellows will be
made at the Bureau meeting just before ICS. At the open-
ing meeting of the following ICS the President gives the
awards (certificates).

Paul Williams stressed the fact that this is a very special
humbling award that has to be done with great deal of
confidentiality.

ACTION 13: Paul Williams will draft the text concern-
ing the proposal of fellowship for the next UIS Bureau
meeting.

15) UIS Internal Regulations/ Statutes/ Legislations
Fadi Nader went over the current status of the Internal
Regulations (IR), Statutes and Legislations, pointing out
that he was very happy to have met Fritz Oedl in Austria
just a few days before the meeting. He also pointed out that
during the last Bureau meeting and as the representatives
of the FSE were present, a motion was proposed to look
into the Statutes and IR and to find a way to better repre-
sent the regional bodies (FEALC, FSE, etc.). He asked the
Bureau to discuss this issue and to find solutions.

Thus, a long discussion took place about the representation
of regional bodies (such as FEALC, FSE, BSU) at the UIS
Bureau meetings.

DECISION 11: Representatives of the Regional bodies
are considered as non-voting invited guests at the UIS
Bureau meetings.

ACTION 14: George Veni will review items 14, 17 and
20 of the current Internal Regulations and post them
for discussion and voting on the Forum.

16) Running Projects

a. UIS Book (J.-A. Labegalini)

Just a week ago, as Jose-Ayrton Labegalini and other
members of the Bureau attended the centenary of
Dachstein, Trimmel had given Jose-Ayrton the remaining
information needed for the UIS Book. The planned sched-
ule is as follows:
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- 2011: Text finished before the next Bureau meeting

- 2012: Editing, Review and Design

- 2013: Printing (before the upcoming 16" ICS, Brno —
Czech Republic)

ACTION 15: J.-A. Labegalini will prepare the draft
text of the UIS Book for the next UIS Bureau meeting
in 2011.

b. International Speleological Expedition to Iran (ISEI)
Fadi Nader informed the Bureau members about the post-
expedition impacts and results in Iran (more than six na-
tional meetings; several expeditions; mapping of several
caves; etc.). He also highlighted the fact that the Iranian
cavers attended also cave-rescue and advanced training in
Lebanon by the Speleo-Club du Liban in 2009. In addition,
they are about to finalize the legislation of a national Irani-
an Speleological Federation. Fadi Nader expressed his
satisfaction and pride that the ISEI has contributed to all
this achievements.

The expedition and post-expedition reports are going to be
published in a book and this is still in progress.

Besides, the Iranian cavers have asked Fadi Nader and
George Veni whether the UIS Bureau can visit Iran and
have its annual meeting there in 2012. Fadi Nader ex-
plained that only if the Iranian Cavers succeed in officially
establishing a national speleological federation and securi-
ty conditions permitting, a UIS Bureau meeting in lIran
could be discussed.

17) New/Prospective Member-Countries

a. Philippines

The contact-person is Denise Matias. No further news
since the last ICS (Kerrville, 2009). Most probably, Fadi
Nader will meet Denise in the fall 2010. The general
agreement of the UIS Bureau is to wait and see if any pro-
gress will be made on this front.

b. Malaysia

The fees of Malaysia were paid for the years 1986 to 1988
and 1996 to 1998. Malaysia is already a member country
of the UIS. We received a letter from Hymer requesting to
become a Member-Country!

ACTION 16: Fadi Nader will write a letter to Hymer to
ask if they can consider themselves representatives of
Malaysia. Fadi Nader will also highlight the job de-
scription of national delegates, who should be habilitat-
ed to represent all cavers of his/her country (Statutes).

c. Iran
First the Iranian cavers have to succeed in establishing an
official federation (see above).

d. Honduras

ACTION 17: Fadi Nader will write a letter to ask if
they can consider themselves representatives of Hondu-
ras and assume the job description of national dele-



gates, who should be habilitated to represent all cavers
of his/her country (Statutes).

18) Proposed Projects/Ideas

a. International Expeditions Database — UIS/FSE

The project proposed by Manuel Freire (since Kerrville
2009), has been discussed again during this meeting. Back
in Kerrville, the Bureau welcomed the initiative of Manuel
and this FSE/UIS joint project and encouraged Manuel to
start preparing the project.

While Manuel was supposed to be present at this UIS Bu-
reau meeting in order to discuss this project among others,
due to health problems he could not make it and the Bu-
reau did not have any document presenting the discussed
project.

ACTION 18: Fadi Nader will write a letter to ask the
FSE Bureau to send documents (Agreement) on Item 18
on the minutes of the last FSE General Assembly (Bu-
dapest, 2010).

b. International Speleo-Competitions — Juan-Carlos
Lopez Casas

Fadi Nader met with Juan Carlos Lopez in October 2009 in
Madrid, explained the ideas behind this project. Unfortu-
nately, Juan Carlos also could not make it to the UIS Bu-
reau meeting in order to present his project.

The idea is to organize international speleo-competitions
(outside; not in caves) under the auspices of the UIS. Hav-
ing in mind that many cavers are more keen for the sport
activities rather than scientific or cultural, and when we
realize that many national federations are under Sport and
Youth Ministries (they are expected to organize sport
competitions to earn their yearly budget), this proposal
becomes rational as long as it is well organized and cer-
tainly outdoor (never in caves).

The UIS Bureau’s discussion took a long time, and below
are some of the ideas:

Stein-Erik Lauritzen: As long as it is not in cave, follow-
ing the Code of Ethics, and not focused on speed, it is OK
for me. Caves are like museum and the attitude outside
and inside caves should be well maintained in the spirit of
the Code of Ethics.

Alexander Klimchouk: We should not support (on the
international level) such activities /we had bad experience.
We can create a whole new line of speleology not associ-
ated to explorations. On the contrary, at club level compe-
titions are justified (training purposes). Some specific
cases cannot be over generalized; this will open possibili-
ties for precedents.

Fadi Nader: We should look at this issue with a different
angle. The majority of cavers are sport-cavers and we are
responsible for them too. We should guide Speleo-
Competitions to safe-guard the ethics and conservation
issues. Let us not enlarge the gap between the UIS and the
mass of sport-cavers.
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George Veni: In our ICS guidelines we include competi-
tions so why should we do it and not others?

Christian Dodelin: Juan-Carlos told me about the pro-
posed "well-organized™" competitions by the Spanish Fed-
eration. Such activities take a lot of work and are very well
done.

Arrigo Cigna: | agree personally with Alexander, never-
theless since the world is changing we should keep an eye
on this development.

Andy Eavis: Provided that cavers do not damage the
caves there are no problems. We should not oppose but
keep some time for decision. | propose to write a paper
about this issue.

Paul Williams asked Andy to include in his paper serious/
clear proposals that we can vote on and lead us step by
step...

ACTION 19: Andy Eavis will write a paper with the
cons and pros of Speleological Competitions (by the end
of 2010), that will serve as a serious/clear proposal to
be voted on by the UIS Bureau.

c. Others

Fadi Nader informed the Bureau that the working Group
on Ice Caves is preparing a book and may need soon ad-
vice and support of the UIS.

Fadi Nader and George Veni will contact Aurel Persiou
(president of the group) and keep the UIS Bureau informed
of the progress of this project.

19) Future Meetings and Events

a. FEALC Congress (Cuba) — 4 to 8 August 2010

Efrain Mercado, George Veni, and maybe Andy Eavis will
attend this event and represent the UIS.

b. ISCA Congress (Slovakia) — 20 to 24 October 2010
David Summers, who could not attend this UIS Bureau
meeting, conveyed his greetings to the Bureau through
Arrigo Cigna.

Andy Eavis, Giovanni Badino, and Arrigo Cigna will be
present at this event. Pavel Bosak and Stein-Erik Lauritzen
may as well join.

c. 1¥ Croatian Speleo Congress (Croatia) — 24 to 27 No-
vember 2010

Christian Dodelin, Fadi Nader, and Jean-Pierre Bartho-
leyns (and probably Stein-Erik Lauritzen) will join this
meeting.

d. VMR Symposium (Belgium) — Sept/Oct 2011
Fadi Nader introduced this upcoming event to the Bureau
and the official request for support from UIS.

e. Others
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- Biospeleology Conference (Slovenia 29 Aug. 3
September; Postojna)

- Vulcanospeleology Symposium (Australia, 2010)

- 12th Multidisciplinary Conference on Sinkholes
(January 10-14, 2011 USA)

- MESS Il (Lebanon/Syria; Sept/Oct 2011) Middle
East Speleology Symposium

- 12th Cave Rescue Conference Bulgaria (8 to 15
May 2011)

- Granit caves (Sweden) — 1 to 8 June 20117

- 3" International Conference on Karst Hydrogeology
and Ecosystems (Kentucky, 8-10 June 2011) 4 days
fieldtrip pre-conference

- 19th Karst School (Slovenia) /Karst underground
Protection 20-25 June 2011

- Climate Change: the Karst Record 6 (27-29 June
2011?) speleothems /Birmingham, UK — pre- and
post-conference fieldtrips

- 31 Brazilian congress (July 2011)

- lran meeting 2012

20) Conservation Issues

a. China/Philippines

Paul Williams has drafted a letter to be sent to the authori-
ties in China and another one to be sent to the Philippines.
Fadi Nader will send the letters.

Complications:
In China, this issue has to be dealt with at the lev-
el of provinces. Better to send the letter to the
Karst Institute of China and request to be sent to
the Ministry.

Sales of speleothems do not mean that they are
vandalizing caves. The speleothems could be col-
lected during construction of highways, leveling,
and/or major constructions work.

Fadi Nader suggested that the UIS should keep pressure on
countries to make laws banning the import (as well as ex-
port) of speleothems; this could be the responsibility of
Jean-Pierre Bartholeyns (head of the Cave Protection and
Management Department).

ACTION 20: Paul Williams in consultation with Kyung
Sik Woo will refine the letters to China and Philippines
and then send them to Fadi Nader who will officially
send them to the authorities.

b. Thailand

Christian Dodelin had distributed documents prepared by
Dr. Anderson who is trying to stop a project that is destroy-
ing karst and archeological sites in Thailand. Paul Wil-
liams warned that IUCN cannot do anything if such sites
are not IUCN sites.

ACTION 21: VP-Operation Christian Dodelin will
send a letter stating that the UIS recognizes the archeo-
logical value and conservation of the karst sites in Thai-
land.

c. Turkey
Baerbel Vogel (President of the German Speleological
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Federation) had sent papers about the Ilsu dam project and
its impact on karst. The documents were discussed at
length.

Fadi Nader stated that he knew about this issue for a few
years and he warns that he did not receive a clear demand
by Turkish cavers to react! He finds difficulties in interfer-
ing in a national issue, especially when no clear demands
from the national bodies have been made.

ACTION 22: Alexander Klimchouk will look into the
lIsu Project and discuss it with the Turkish cavers.

d. Mexico

Some also disturbing news came in about the Yucatan in
Mexico. The UIS Bureau did not receive clear data on this
matter.

ACTION 23: Efrain Mercado will look into the case of
Yucatan (Mexico) and reports to the UIS Bureau.

21) Any Other Business

a. Letter from A. Grafia (President of FEALC)

Fadi Nader read the letter received from A. Grafia (Presi-
dent of FEALC) to the UIS Bureau members.

b. FEALC-related Issues (e.g. Costa Rica, Argentina)
Costa Rica:

Efrain Mercado informed the UIS Bureau that the prob-
lems (FEALC / Costa Rica) were sorted out and that there
will be a conference in Guatemala.

There was a general consensus that as soon as the confer-
ence date and title are decided, the UIS will support such a
meeting.

Argentina:
The case of Argentina and its internal problems was ex-
posed and discussed.

Fadi Nader informed the Bureau that he had received a
letter from the president of FADE appointing the Delegate
and Deputy Delegate to the UIS as usual. There is no con-
crete information about legal unions or federations other
than FADE. Besides, no official letters were sent to the
UIS General Secretary from any other organization in
Argentina contesting the present situation.

The general consensus concerning the case of Argentina
was to "wait and see."”
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22) Closing Meeting (A. Eavis) + Setting the Action List
of 2011

Around mid-day, Andy Eavis closed the UIS Bureau meet-
ing for the year 2010 and thanked everybody for their
presence and contribution. He highlighted the "wonderful
turnout” to the meeting a sign of continuous progress of the
Bureau.

Andy Eavis noted that for the next meeting, measures will
be taken to prepare the agenda in a better and more effi-
cient way (e.g. through executive meetings).

After the closure of the meeting, members of the Bureau
worked out the distribution of jobs/tasks among adjunct
secretaries, discussed the changes of some items of the
Internal Regulations (George Veni, see above), and held a
practical session on the use of the Forum.

ACTION 24: Fadi Nader will prepare the minutes of
the meetings and the Action List for 2011.

11

Fadi NADER
UIS, Secretary General
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11" International Syposium on Pseudokarst
(Saupsdorf, Saxon Switzerland, Germany)
12 — 16 May, 2010

By Jan Urban and L ’udovit Gadl,

UIS Commission of Pseudokarst

The 11th International Symposium on Pseudokarst was
held in the region known for the occurrence of non-karst
rock landforms and caves, in the Elbe Sandstone Moun-
tains, called also Czech-Saxon Switzerland, situated within
the Czech-German boundary zone, around the Elbe river
valley. In this region the 3rd International Symposium on
Pseudokarst was organized, in Konigstein, in 1988, how-
ever only a few participants of the current Symposium
attended this previous meeting. The current Symposium
gathered 50 scientific participants from 10 countries: Aus-
tria, Czech Rep., Germany, Hungary, Italy, Netherlands,
Poland, Slovakia, Spain and Sweden (Figs 1, 2). The for-
mal organizer of the Symposium was the Commission for
Pseudokarst UIS, but practically it was prepared and orga-
nized by speleoclub Hohlen und Karstforschung Dresden,
personally by Hartmut Simmert, his colleagues and even
family.

*

Fig.artcipas th Symposiu in a front of
mountain hut in which the Symposium was held (photo
H. Simmert).

i

Fig. 2. Group of Symposium participants with H. Sim-
mert (in black jacket), our guide and President of the
Organizational Committee in the end chamber of the
Zwergenldcher (Dwarf Cave), Quirl (photo J. Urban).
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As usually, the Symposium was an opportunity for a
meeting of cavers (hobbyists, but often having deep
knowledge about matter of their interest) and scientists
(which co-operate with cavers so as to get materials for
their studies). Consequently, the lectures represented dif-
ferent scientific levels (from quite new scientific concepts
to descriptions of cave explorations) and wide spectrum of
speleological studies: from geology and geomorphology,
through climatology and biology.

During the three half-day sessions (13-15th May)

21 lectures were held and several posters were present-

ed. The main subjects of these presentations were:

e Presentation of geological, geomorphological and bio-
speleological features, phenomena and processes of the
host region — Saxon Switzerland (three lectures: M. Arn-
hold, H. Simmert, J. Templin; Germany).

e Results of two expeditions to the caves in quartzites of
the table mountains in Venezuela, comprising genetic
observations as well as complex studies of very diversi-
fied (partly biogenic) secondary formations in these
caves (several lectures and poster: T. Lanczos, R. Au-
brecht, J. Schlogl, L. Vigek, B. Smida, C. Brewer-Carias,
F. Mayoral, L. Kovacik, M. Audy; Slovakia, Wenezuela,
Czech Rep.).

e New concept of sandstone weathering (relief) morphofa-
cies which are conditioned by rock lithology, especially
by rock cementation, permeability, graining and chemi-
cal composition of cement (J. Adamovi¢, R. Mikulas, J.
Schweigstillova; Czech Rep.).

e Original hypothesis connecting the genesis of spherical
cavities in sandstones (caves) in the Bohemian Paradise,
Czech Rep., with air circulation (convection) during the
late Glacial period, which is confirmed by radiocarbon
and U/Th datings of the secondary minerals (speleo-
thems) in these cavities (J. Bruthans, P. Jen¢, Z. Chu-
rackova, J. Schweigstillova, P. Miku§, Czech Rep.).

e Complex concept of speleogenesis of caves in granites of
the Galizia, North-Western Spain and mineralogical de-
scription of the secondary formations occurring in these
caves (two lectures: M. Vaqueiro-Rodriguez, R. Costas-
Vazquez, R.M. Suarez-Perez, J.M. Lopez -Mosquera,
J.R. Vidal-Romani; J. Sanjurjo-Sanchez, D. Fernandez-
Mosquera; Spain).

e Description of genetic types of caves in granites of Swe-
den (R. Sjoberg; Sweden). The confrontation of these,
Swedish and presented earlier Spanish caves indicated
crucial impact of climatic conditions on the morphogen-
esis and speleogenesis of granites (magmatic rocks).

e Discussion on the genesis of oblique notches and ledges
on the porous rock (sandstone) natural surfaces in Eu-
rope and north-eastern Africa (R. Mikula$, J. Adamovic;
Czech Rep.)

e Presentation of peculiar secondary formations in caves
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and anthropogenic undergrounds in Austria, as e.g. root
stalagmites, organic stalactites, calcite stalactites in non-
carbonate rocks, iron-oxide stalactites (R. Pavuza; Aus-
tria).

e Relation concerning progress in exploration and studies
of tree mold type caves in Slovakia (L. Gaal; Slovakia).

e Analysis of interesting examples of non-karst, mainly
gravitational caves formed in easily karstified rocks, as
gypsum and limestone of the north-eastern Apennine (S.
Galdenzi; Italy).

e Results of studies of the crevice type caves development
in Polish Flysch Carpathians and their relation to mass
movements (W. Margielewski, J. Urban; Poland).

e Relation on results of abrasion caves exploration and

mapping on the sea-shore near Auckland, New Zealand (G.

Szentes; Germany/Hungary).

e Description of pseudokarst phenomena observed in the

Malta island (M. Tavagnutti; Italy)

e Discussion on application of ERT (electro-resistivity

tomography) method for detection of non-karst caves in

Polish Flysch Carpathians (J. Urban, T. Panek, P. Taborik,

J. Hradecky, W. Margielewski, C. Szura; Poland, Czech

Rep.).

e Results of microclimatological survey of the specific,

deep gulch (called Ice Gulch), in the Appalachian Moun-

tains, New Hampshire, USA (D. Holmgren, A. Pfitsch;

Germany).

e Description of butterflies living in the pseudokarst caves

of Hungary (I. Eszterhas; Hungary).

e Analysis of interrelations between variability of environ

mental conditions and aquatic fauna composition in the

Jaskinia Miecharska cave, Polish Flysch Carpathians (E.

Dumnicka, C. Szura; Poland).

During three days of Symposium, after scientific ses-
sions (and lunches) the field sessions were organized (as
usually, the field session guidebook was published and
given to participants). Six different excursions were pro-
posed — from easy walks to climbing in the deep vertical
caves — thus everybody was able to choose his favorite
kind of “sight-seeing” (and even had to do it). Therefore —
despite the cloudy and sometimes rainy weather — nobody
could complain of lack of attractive and interesting sites.

Fig. 3. Sadstone cliff in the slope of e Polenztal valley
near Hohenstein (photo. J. Urban).

Czech-Saxon Switzerland is, in geological terms, north-
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eastern fragment of the Bohemian Cretaceous basin, and
therefore its relief is closely connected with morphological
pattern of the central part of this basin. It is characterized
by the occurrence of rock table mountains standing above
the upland level, which is cut, in turn, by river valleys with
rocky slopes (Fig. 3). The rock cliffs of valley and moun-
tain slopes are formed of horizontally lying series of Upper
Cretaceous sandstones (Cenomanian-Coniacian). Neogene
volcanic intrusions (of basalt type) crossing the sandstone
beds are additional elements affecting the rock epigenesis
and morphogenesis of the region. Its relief is strictly con-
nected with the lithological diversity of the sandstone se-
ries within which 12 lithostratigraphical units — several
meters to several tens of meters thick — have been distin-
guished. The specific types of landforms and caves are
related to particular units and, especially, to their boundary
zones. The caves represent various genetic types (which
are defined and classified by German speleologists), from
gravitational forms, generally of crevice and talus (col-
lapse, block) types (Figs. 4, 5, 6), to cavities and tunnels
formed by interaction of subsurface water erosion (fluvial
erosion), corrosion (porokarst, clastokarst), salt weather-
ing, mechanic weathering etc. — fissure and bedding cave
types, cave niches. Most of them are connected with joint
system or bedding planes, whereas part of the erosional-
weathering caves are also controlled by specific (densely
jointed or porous) lithological horizonts (Figs. 7, 8, 9).
Microrelief of the rock surfaces is also very diversified and
impressive (Fig. 10).

Three field sessions were conducted in the table moun-
tains with rock cliffs (Quirl, Hohenstein and Affensteinge-
biet), partly also in the valley slope (Polenztal), however,
during these excursions we visited many deep and even
narrow caves. Three other excursions comprised visits in
three long and deep caves of gravitational genesis (Tiefe
Hohle, Wohlrabhohle and Johanness Ruscher Hohle). The
additional excursion was conducted to the mine gallery
reaching the volcanic intrusion.

As usually, the assembly of the Pseudokarst Commis-
sion UIS, have been held during the Symposium
(13.05.2010). The main items of this meeting were, as
following:

m Recapitulation of the last two years of the Commission
activity: the 10" Symposium on the Pseudokarst was held
in May 2008 in Gorizia, Italy (the main organizer: Centro
Ricerche Carsiche “C. Seppenhofer”); just after this Sym-
posium the Commission homepage was re-activated
(http://www.pseudokarst.de.vu/); two issues of “Pseudo-
karst Newsletter” (no. 19 and 20) were published and dis-
tributed mainly by internet; during the 15™ UIS Congress
in Kerrville, USA, pseudokarst scientific session and meet-
ing were organized.

m Discussion on current event — the 11 Symposium on
Pseudokarst, Saupsdorf, Germany. As the participants of
this event we express our gratitude for the organizers —
Hartmut Simmert, his colleagues and dotters.
m Discussion on structure of the Commission and its mem-
bers. The members of the commission should represent
every countries and sciences active in pseudokarst explora-
UIS-Bulletin vol. 53, Nr 1&2 (2010)



tion and researches, so accession of several new members
to the Commission was proposed and accepted.

m Plans of the future activeness of the Commission: its
contribution to the organization of the 16. UIS Congress in
Brno (2013); organization of the 12" Symposium on Pseu-
dokarst in Spain — the term (2012, 2013 or 2014) will be
determined by local organizers; organization of the 2™
International Conference on Granite Caves, Sweden, June
2011.

m Election of the executive committee of the Commission.
The assembly confirmed the previous members of execu-
tive committee: Jifi Kopecky (honorary president), Istvan
Eszterhas (honorary president), Jan Urban (president),
Rudolf Pavuza (vice-president) and Ludovit Gaal (secre-

tary).

Fig. 4. The crevice-type entrance of the Tiefe Hohle
(Deep Cave), in the slope of the Bielatal valley, indicates
gravitational genesis of this cave (photo J. Urban).

Last, but not least, must be emphasize the warm,
familiar atmosphere of the days in Saupsdorf. The Sympo-
sium was perfectly organized, but we will keep in our mind
not only the organization of scientific and field sessions,
but the “climate” of mountain (climbers’) hut, the garret
session-hall and dining room with simple meals prepared
by organizers, as well. We enjoyed the formal discussions
and informal, spontaneous meetings sometimes with gui-
tars and drums during these days. It means that hotels and
restaurants, expensive catering and service are quite not
necessary to create good, unforgettable memories.
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F A A% %
"Fig. 5. Climbing down the crevice-type gallery of the
Tiefe Hohle (Deep Cave) (photo J. Urban).

-

Fig. 6. Formed among bocks, the passage of the Hohle
am Neuweg (Cave in New Road) with the underground
stream (photo J. Urban).
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e A
Fig. 9. Erosion.él-weathering cavities within the Stall
(Stable) rock shelter, Quirl (photo J. Urban).

e oL

Fig. 7. Gautsch Grotto in the slope of the Polenztal valley
huge rock shelter developed due to the fluvial erosion
combined with weathering processes and subsequently

enlarged by rock falls (photo J. Urban).

i. 1. Characteristic honeycomb sfructure on the r
walls on the slope of the Polenztal valley (photo J. Ur-
ban).

Fig. 8. Nashorngipfel (Rhinoceros Rock) above the
Polenztal valley — the cross-section of the passage formed
along the joint fissure indicates lithologic control of its

morphogenesis.
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3ieme Rencontre des pays des KARSTS ALPINS
(SPELEO-SECOURS - Theme Médical)
14 — 16 Mai, 2010 / Saalfelden, Salzburg - Autriche

Compte rendu par Christian Dodelin

10 Pays : Angleterre, Croatie, Roumanie, Autriche, Grece,
France, Allemagne, Italie, Suisse, Hongrie.

Furopean Cave Rescue Meeting 2010

Pour I'Autriche Salzburg c'est le Dr Wolfgang Farkas qui
assure la présentation.

A noter que les secours officiels autrichiens ne sont pas
une eémanation des spéléos mais des structures d'Etat char-
gés des secours. La spéléo et la montagne sont traités avec
des partenaires qui considerent que les explorateurs n'ont
pas de temps pour s'occuper des secours spéléos. Il en
découle pour eux que le secours est assuré par des secou-
ristes qui n'ont pas les compétences spéléos requises. Cette
situation a conduit & la constitution de ce groupe avec leur
demande de renfort auprés des pays voisins.

Présentation des particularités du milieu souterrain entrai-
nant des complications pour les soins médicaux.

La liste des traumatismes possibles est faite.
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Explication d'une différence de traitement selon la cavité et
le lieu de l'accident.

Plusieurs cas sont évoqués coupure et traite-
ment...traitement des fractures, des hémorragies.

Principaux traitements en grotte : reconnaitre les points
vitaux, prévenir I'nypothermie, surveiller les luxations et
fractures.

En cas de fractures ouvertes utiliser des bandages stériles.
Luxation. Le principe général est : fixation and no setting
without x-ray = ne pas réduire une luxation sans avoir fait
une radio.

La présentation utilise des photos et documents de blessés
a I'ndpital avec les radios qui illustrent les déformations.

Les applications souterraines manquent d'expérience ce qui
fait réagir les médecins Suisse et anglais. Le docteur qui
fait la présentation pense qu'il n'y a pas souvent la possibi-
lité de traitement sous terre en comparaison des soins pra-
tiqués en hopital ou en situation extérieure.

Le principe est de toujours médicaliser avant le transport
de la victime.

Sont abordés ensuite I'équipement standard et le condition-
nement du matériel, (Poids, conditionnement, robustesse et
fiabilité) drogues avec une efficacité longue dans le temps.
Les cas de conditionnement avec ventilation, intubation,
infusion....

Roumanie par le docteur Hadrian Borcea.

Les secours en Roumanie sont en cours depuis 15 ans. Le
contexte en Roumanie du spéléo secours est récent et re-
cherche les docteurs de deux facons. Il y a bien des méde-
cins spéléos mais il faut toucher les spécialistes en méde-
cine.

En secours il y a plusieurs niveaux de compétence. En
Roumanie des formations existent pour la population et
concerne les premiers secours. A un autre niveau il y a les
praticiens médecins, infirmiers et paramédicaux. Les se-
cours sont adaptés pour les accidents de la route... Il y a les
connaissances pour ce type d'accident, ainsi que pour les
accidents urbains.

En 2001 un projet pour les étudiants en médecine concerne
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les secours en montagne et en grotte. Cela a touché 600
étudiants sur quelques WE par an.

Certains d'entre eux travaillent maintenant dans les services
de secours apres leur participation a des camps sur le ter-
rain.

En 2008 les docteurs prennent conscience de la nécessité
d'avoir des experts.

Pour des secours de plus de 40 heures quelles décisions sur
le type de soin a apporter aux blessés ? Une réflexion s'est
faite avec les spéléos hongrois. Le travail s'est fait avec des
médecins de la médecine d'urgence.

Il 'y a une formation technique spéléo pour les docteurs.
Aprés un certain niveau les docteurs pourront aller en
grotte. La formation des docteurs se fait en cavité puis sur
les techniques médicales adaptées en grotte et la participa-
tion a des exercices secours avec les spéléos.

Il n'y a pas de formation ni de référentiel sur les aspects
médicaux spécifiques et les traitements. Les roumains
demandent un soutien et de I'information sur les méthodes
et expériences dans le domaine médical. 1l y a une évolu-
tion en Roumanie sur les secours. Il y a des difficultés
d'enseignement médical dans les stages qui s'adressent aux
sauveteurs spéléos : seulement deux heures sont consacrés
sur un stage d'une semaine. Ceci est aussi en lien avec le
peu de docteurs disponibles.
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Sur le groupe de docteurs formés il en reste trois. Les an-
glais demandent si les docteurs font de la "spéléo”. A diffé-
rents niveaux d'engagement.

La question est la capacité de prendre les décisions médi-
cales. S'appuyer sur des médecins qui ne pratiquent pas ou
des spéléos sauveteurs qui n'ont pas la connaissance médi-
cale ?

Nous avons besoin de docteurs spéléos. Les médecins n'ont
pas le temps de faire de la spéléo, mais c'est un choix. Il y a
aussi un écart entre les principes et la réalité sur le terrain
ou il faut composer avec les moyens disponibles.

Croatia par Dinko Novosel.

Il est secrétaire de la commission. Présentation de I'organi-
sation des secours sur le pays.

Il'y a une formation de base concernant le transport et les
connaissances de base pour le spéléo secours. Les forma-
tions spécialisées concernent aussi les docteurs. Un cours
de premiers soins dure 80 heures et aprés les aspects géné-
raux il y a une partie sur les accidents souterrains. Un certi-
ficat est donné aux participants.

L'organisation du secours comprend plusieurs aspects
inspirés du SSF.
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Présentation de I'ASV avec 5 personnes, le contenu des
kits. Les photos sont prises sous terre en situation.

Différents types de point chaud. Le conditionnement de
chaque bivouac. Statistiques sur les accidents en Croatie de
1959 a 2007. Le pays a connu 44 accidents de 2000 a
2007. La majeure partie des victimes ne sont pas spéléos.
Seuls 22% des secourus sont spéléos. 59% des accidents
arrivent dans des puits. Les grottes sont verticales et de-
mandent de I'entrainement.

L'évacuation se fait selon les techniques francaises. La
Croatie espére rejoindre I'Union Européenne.

L'utilisation d'attelle gonflable est faite pour le transfert
dans le point chaud.

Suisse par Ueli Nageli et Thierry Boillat

Présentation de la situation en Suisse avec plusieurs ré-
gions et 3 langues qui n’empéchent pas une coopération et
un travail commun. Sur 9 régions 5 sont équipés en maté-
riel médical.

Le concept médical :

- Enpremier le médecin doit étre spéléo.

- Dans chaque région il y a une équipe et le maté-
riel pour les premiers soins. Il y a une liste des
professionnels de santé.

- Le matériel est conditionné dans des kits spéléos.
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Il 'y a un principe de délégation en Suisse qui permet a des
personnes d'administrer des drogues si besoin. Pour chaque
boite il y a une liste du contenu. Des codes de couleurs
permettent de distinguer plus rapidement les produits. Tout
est mis dans des bidons étanches et résistants aux chocs.

Check-list pour le docteur. Le standard peut étre utilisé en
différentes circonstances. Chaque praticien a ses préfé-
rences. Une liste a été créée et le docteur la consulte avant
de s'engager sous terre. Il verra s'il a besoin d'ajouter
quelque chose.

Dans les formations en Suisse le docteur débutant sera mis
en civiere comme victime pour connaitre la situation. Il 'y a
18 docteurs et 4 paramédicaux.

Formation : il n'y a pas de formation spécifique pour les
médecins, ils participent aux exercices régionaux et a
I'exercice annuel. La plupart des médecins sont des monta-
gnards expérimentés, la plupart sont instruits & I'armée. lls
ont leur propre expérience.

Une particularité : il y a un dipldme de médecine de mon-
tagne. Celui-ci est dispensé par la Suisse Société de Mé-
decine de Montagne. Une lecon concerne les aspects sou-
terrains. Les médecins ont une rencontre tous les deux ans
avec une visite de grotte.

La formation médicale des équipes de secours : Il y a
beaucoup d'application sous terre.

Chaque région est responsable de la formation de ses
équipes.

La formation des médecins de montagne a commencé il y a
une quinzaine d'années en Suisse.

Région du Holloch : concept du secours au Holloch le plus
grand de Suisse.

Il'y a eu 3 accidents de 1969 a 1973 qui ont donnés lieux a
une conception particuliére du secours dans ce réseau. Les
professionnels de santé n'avaient pas les traitements adap-
tés sur le site. En conséquence il fau permettre le traitement
médical par les spéléos eux-mémes.

On est en premiére ligne pour I'hypothermie,
I’immobilisation, le traitement de la douleur, 1'état de choc,
le suivi de I'évolution du blessé.

Il y a des dépbts dans la grotte, récupérables en quelques
heures et un stock additionnel dans la place centrale.
Formation pour qui ? Tous les spéléos et ceux qui le sou-
haitent de maniére a avoir 2 ou 3 spécialistes dans chaque
équipe.

Il est demandé une formation aux premiers secours avec
certification au préalable. Une formation adéquate a lieu au
moins tous les 2 ans. L'aspect légal permet a des non prati-
ciens de pouvoir intervenir.

Il 'y a un module pour les injections, perfusions pour les
besoins vitaux et traiter les chocs.
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Pour les décisions il faut reconnaitre le degré des situations
dangereuses...

Une fiche sur I'état et I'évolution du blessé existe et est
utilisée lors des interventions.

Module pour les immobilisations. Module pour I'hypo-
thermie avec vétements secs, tente thermique, air réchauffé
pour la respiration.

Aujourd’hui il y a 105 personnes formées.

Grande Bretagne par le docteur William Lumb

Personnel et organisation du traitement médical en Angle-
terre.

A partir d'un exemple d'accident, une chute a 2.215 m de
I'entrée (45 minutes) présentation de la médicalisation.

Principe : enseigner aux spéléos ce qu'ils ont besoin de
savoir sur le plan médical et des soins.

Nécessité d'étre spéléo avant d'étre docteur. Les docteurs
doivent étre compétents dans leur sport.

De 96 a 2009 : Au cours de 644 secours il y a eu 157 mé-
dicalisations pour assister les victimes. Les interventions
médicales ont concernés 45 hypothermies, 75 traumatismes
et 14 pour des aspects médicaux. 17 Déces : 3 chutes, 9

19

noyades, dont 2 en plongée, 3 crises cardiaques, 1 écrase-
ment, 1 sur corde et sous cascade.

Aspects légal : il n'y a pas de limitation légale. La loi a
évolué concernant I'usage des drogues comme la morphine
pour calmer la douleur.

La liste des drogues utilisées est connue des personnes qui
apportent les soins. Le certificat de soins aux victimes est
valable pour 3 ans. Il y a un systeme de validation an-
nuelle. 1l'y a une assurance spécifique.

Dans les secours longs il y a un certain nombre de con-
tréles a faire. Dans ces longs secours il faut anticiper pour
I'nypothermie et un sac néoprene est utilisé pour la victime.
Il faudra réhydraté. L'aspect psychologique est a prendre
en compte.

Présentation des secours les plus longs en Grande Bretagne
en 2001 : 3 jours et 35 heures de civieres.

Suggestions :

- parler au blessé

- considérer les soins comme disponibles

- ne pas oublier les yeux,

- la qualité du brancardage se dégrade aprés 4 heures.

Il 'y a 20 000 pratiquants en Grande Bretagne. Une présen-
tation du cours donné aux volontaires pour la formation
spéléo médicale est présentée. Il y a une interactivité mé-
langeant films et démonstration ainsi que le développement
des problemes médicaux et leur évolution. L'enseignement
s'adresse aux bons spéléos volontaires.

www.nesracascare.co.uk est un site qui tient a jour les
différents traitements.
Allemagne par Jochen Gurtler et Werner Franke

Mountain rescue of Munich : Groupe de secours en mon-
tagne de Munich.

Les sauveteurs sont des volontaires, un peu sur le modele
autrichien. 1l y a un désinvestissement des spéléos qui
conduisent les secouristes a se tourner vers les pays voi-
sins.

Environ 5 accidents par an.
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Il 'y a des formations médicales. Des entrainements avec
I'usage des hélicoptéeres et en différents sites de montagne,
été comme hiver. Pour les secours spéléo il y a un pro-
gramme spécifique. Pour utiliser les soins et traitements il
y a une licence annuelle a obtenir.

L'équipement médical comprend le ferno-ked, une civiére
etc... C'est un docteur qui peut administrer des médica-
ments et les injections.

Le crush syndrome (I'écrasement) est un risque fréquent en
spéléologie.

Pas d'expérience en Allemagne mais les autres docteurs
notamment de Grande Bretagne apportent les infos ou
confirment les traitements proposés.

Hongrie par le docteur Peter Temesvari

Il'y a 3 ou 4 docteurs en Hongrie. 1l est difficile de conser-
ver les docteurs dans les équipes. Il y a une bonne équipe
et bien entrainée avec du matériel.

Du matériel médical existe également avec un condition-
nement adapté. Utilisation des emballages a bulles pour
mettre les victimes au chaud puis avec la couverture survie.
Avec ce procédé il y a moyen de traiter efficacement
contre le froid. C'est utilisé également en secours en mon-
tagne en France.

France par Eric Zipper et Christian Dodelin

Présentation du protocole infirmier et médecin. Ceci pour
donner un cadre législatif aux infirmiers afin qu'ils puissent
pratiquer ce que leur métier leur permet dans le milieu
extérieur. Plusieurs aspects sont abordés dans leur domaine
de compétences notamment traiter la douleur, administrer
certains traitements...
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Un autre sujet est présenté avec notamment un secours
médicalisé en 2004 en Savoie. La réduction d’une luxation
de la rotule a permis de soulager le blessé mais également
de traiter le secours en moins de 15 heures au lieu de 3
jours s’il avait fallu brancarder car une longue désobstruc-
tion aurait été nécessaire.

Italie par I’un des 4 médecins présents.

L’accent est mis sur la spécificité du milieu souterrain qui
nécessite une approche adaptée et différente de 1’extérieur.
Un paralléle est fait entre les interventions d’urgence a
I’extérieur et la situation souterraine.

Une formation pour les soins est faite aupres des spéléos
techniciens. L’usage de fiche de renseignements et de suivi
de ’état de la victime est effectif.

Des protocoles sont élaborés pour les médecins et les in-
firmiers.

Pour les spéléologues un certificat reconnait les compé-
tences.

Des sessions de formation s’adressent a tous les niveaux
que ce soit pour les cadres eux-mémes ou les techniciens.
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Films en soirées
Nous avons présenté des vidéos réalisées en stage : Forma-
tions au Brésil, en Roumanie.

Le film italien du secours a Piagga Bella a été présenté
ainsi que quelques films sur de la plongée souterraine.

Dimanche

Présentation de la version Nicola version 3 développée par
Graham Naylor. Un exercice secours sera mis en place en
Grande Bretagne pour tester les premiers prototypes.

Info sur les recherches du SSF et info des Suisses sur le
développement qu'ils ont fait avec possibilité d'envoi de
SMS et texte.
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EVENEMENTS SPELEO SECOURS - Dates :

- 8 au 15 mai Bulgarie 12° conférence de la com-
mission spéléo-secours de 1’UIS (Union Interna-
tionale de Spéléologie).

- Prochaine 4° rencontre du groupe des Karsts Al-
pins en Croatia 17-18 septembre 2011 ; National
Parc sur la cote Adriatique. Theme : techniques et
tests.

Projet association européenne : European cave rescue
association.

L'association n'est pas déja créée. Une proposition de statut
est faite par les Autrichiens. Le projet a besoin de murir et
concerne les autres pays européens. Les propositions de
texte seront envoyées aux participants afin de pouvoir se
prononcer dans 1’avenir.

Quel nom adopté ?

Parmi les aspects : indépendance vis-a-vis des organisa-
tions d'états et structures non lucrative.

Le Docteur Suisse est d’accord pour coordonner les ren-
contres entre médecins.

Envoi du projet d'association par internet et retour avec
avis.

Information sur des démarches que font les Italiens auprés
des institutions européennes.

Le projet de WEBSITE sera efficient cet été.
Adresse : www.cave-rescue.org

Un DVD avec les communications a été donné a chaque
pays participants.

D’aprés les notes et photos de Christian Dodelin
Photos également de Jérémie Thirion et des organisateurs.
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Argentina: l[a UIS acompafa a la
Red de Areas Protegidas Espeleoldgicas

By Carlos Benedetto

Ex Secretario Adjunto UIS
Delegado UIS-Argentina
www.fade.org.ar

Abstract

Argentinean Speleology restructuration process started in
February 2008 after the Il Congress: "Andean axis" was
consolidated as its guiding strategic development plan: the
Andes Mountains, which hosts the largest potential of
natural cavities and in this geographical axis, is where they
begin to apply protectionist laws and develop a network of
protected areas. Projecting that axis outside Argentina,
there are signs of revitalization of Speleology in Peru and
Ecuador. Paraguay accompanies that process from outside
the Andean area and proceeds in the representations by
specific legislation and cave tourism promotion, as well as
managed actively join the UIS. Protection Commission of
the UIS maintained its active role in this process, especial-
ly in the caves of North-Patagonia in danger.

Nueva via de integracion en la espeleologia sudameri-
cana

La reestructuracion de la Federacion Argentina de
Espeleologia (FAdE) llevé a que a lo largo de 2009 se
incorporaran nuevos espacios de trabajo. Aungue la presi-
dencia de esta Federacion estd nuevamente en Buenos
Aires, la sede social sigue estando a 1.400 kilémetros de
esta ciudad capital nacional, sobre los Andes, en Nor Pata-
gonia, Malargiie. Desde ambos espacios se esta expandien-
do.

En 2010 la Federacion también constituy6 delega-
ciones en el extremo sur del pais, en las provincias de
Santa Cruz y Tierra del Fuego, donde ahora existen los
“espeledlogos mas australes del mundo”

Pero ademas, la nueva conduccién no prioriza la
espeleologia en las cavidades menores de la Provincia de
Buenos Aires, sino que pone de relieve la importancia de
entender que, salvo las grandes cavidades calizas del Brasil
y la cuenca amazonica (Paraguay), la columna vertebral de
la futura espeleologia sudamericana son las “cavernas
andinas”.

En ese espiritu fue que se organizd, con la ayuda
del gobierno de la Provincia de Salta, en el limite con
Bolivia, un curso de formacion de nuevos espeledlogos que
en realidad tenia otro prop6sito adicional: el de iniciar los
estudios para el futuro plan de manejo en la caverna Puente
del Diablo, en la pre-Puna, a mas de 3000 metros sobre el
nivel del mar, la cual estaba y esta protegida por ley,
aunque en Salta no habia espeledlogos.
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Desde hacia décadas los espeledlogos de otras
provincias sostenian que “el NOA (Noroeste Argentino) es
un diamante en bruto para la espeleologia, pero necesita-
mos formar espeledlogos locales que hagan el trabajo de
explorar, documentar y proteger las cuevas que existen”.
Se habia hablado mucho al respecto, pero nada se hizo,
excepto una experiencia de trabajos de campo a cargo del
grupo de Luis Carabelli (ahora presidente de la FAdE),
pero que no habia obtenido la valoracion adecuada por
parte de sus colegas. Todos anuncidbamos un futuro pro-
misorio para el NOA, pero no reconociamos los méritos de
estos primeros trabajos en ese mismo NOA.

BUENOS AIRES

ISLAS MALVINAS

TIERRA
EL FUEGO
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Finalmente, el gobierno de esa provincia nortefia
ayudo a este proyecto para que fuera posible la confluencia
entre espeledlogos, investigadores cientificos, operadores
de turismo y guardaparques, y ello se plasmo en un curso
que la Federacion dicté en octubre de ese afio. En esa
ocasion confluyeron sobre la ciudad de Salta alumnos de la
misma provincia y de Buenos Aires, pero también instruc-
tores de la FAdE de cuatro provincias: la misma Salta,
Tucumén, Buenos Aires, Mendoza.

También viajaron desde Paraguay nuevos colegas
de la Federacién Paraguaya de Espeleologia, que compar-
tieron experiencias y finalmente hubo la firma de un con-
venio entre ambas federaciones y el establecimiento de un
contacto directo entre técnicos de las oficinas gubernamen-
tales de areas protegidas de Salta y Mendoza, lo cual venia
a ser algo novedoso.

Luego de eso, la Federacion Paraguaya propi-
ciaria (y en ésto hay conversaciones avanzadas con colegas
argentinos, brasilefios y boliviano), para la futura confor-
macion de una “Confederacion Sudamericana de Espeleo-
logia”.

Por ultimo, fueron los técnicos de la Federacién

quienes, conjuntamente con guardaparques saltefios, redac-
taron el informe final de la experiencia con propuestas para
el futuro plan de manejo de Puente del Diablo, la tercera
caverna argentina protegida por ley (las primeras son Las
Brujas en Mendoza y Cuchillo Cura en Neuquén). Para el
2010 se proyecta continuar con la experiencia, posible-
mente con apoyo material de empresas europeas dedicadas
a la fabricacion de equipos de progresion en cavernas.
De esta manera, el “diamante en bruto NOA” empezaba al
fin a ser un diamante que comenzaba a ser pulido, con el
agregado de la ratificacion de las buenas relaciones entre
Paraguay, Argentinay otros paises del MERCOSUR.

Paraguay sigue avanzando en la consolidacion
institucional de la Espeleologia, ya que la FEPAE — Fede-
raciébn Paraguaya de Espeleologia, consiguid que la
asamblea del Congreso UIS 2009 en Kerrville — USA,
aprobara el ingreso de dicho pais como miembro pleno de
nuestra Unién, de la mano de proyectos conjuntos como
los que relatamos en este informe. Al mismo tiempo sigue
trabajando para conseguir la proteccion legal de las caver-
nas y la aprobacién de proyectos espeleoturisticos alterna-
tivos a las actividades mineras en las regiones kérsticas del
pais.

Como ya dijimos en el numero anterior, “la na-
ciente espeleologia paraguaya propone el desarrollo del
espeleoturismo como alternativa a las actividades mineras
no controladas, pero también al desmonte descontrolado de
bosques cuya madera es usada para alimentar los hornos
mineros, mientras que paralelamente han propuesto al
Congreso Nacional un proyecto de ley para dar marco
regulatorio a todo ésto”.

En este tiempo los espeledlogos paraguayos no
solamente viajaron a capacitarse en Argentina, sino tam-
bién en Brasil, con el apoyo de los espeledlogos de este
pais; ademas estan analizando firmar, con la Federacion
Espafiola de Espeleologia, un convenio parecido al que
ésta tiene con la Federacidon Argentina y otras sociedades
nacionales de América Latina.
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Y, como decimos antes, estdn pasando a un rol politica-
mente activo, al haber sido quienes propusieron la forma-
cion de la Confederacion Sudamericana.

Nuevos espeledlogos argentinos y paraguayos en la pre-
Puna, extremo norte de la Argentina, octubre 2009
Ecuador, Per, Paraguay

Nor Patagonia y futura Red de Areas Protegidas Espe-
leoldgicas

Apenas tres semanas después de la experiencia exitosa en
Salta, espele6logos y bidlogos de Mendoza y Tucuman
pudieron “volver a Cuchillo Cura”, el sistema cavernario
de mayor diversidad biolégica de la Argentina y cuyo
acceso estaba prohibido por la mala aplicacion de la le-
gislacién vigente. La UIS tuvo mucha influencia en ese
cambio positivo largamente esperado.

Como ya informamos antes, la Comisién de Pro-
teccion de la UIS a cargo de Jean-Pierre Bartholeyns, habia
escrito una carta al gobernador de la provincia de Neu-
quén, haciéndose eco de los reclamos de los espele6logos
argentinos durante el 11l Congreso Argentino (Malargie,
Mendoza, febrero 2008). En parte por ese reclamo y en
parte por las insistencias de la UIS, de las bidlogas que
intervinieron finalmente en este “operativo regreso” y del
ex director de Areas Protegidas de la Provincia de Neu-
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quén (miembro de la Federacion nacional) a principios de
noviembre finalmente se llevd a cabo una campafia corta
para la identificacién de murciélagos y crustaceos anfipo-
dos e is6podos en ese sistema cavernario.

Tan importante como eso fue que, con la expe-
riencia de Salta en el recuerdo inmediato, en Neuquén se
inicié la formacion de una Red de Areas Naturales Prote-
gidas Espeleoldgicas, que incluiria a espeledlogos, técnicos
y guardaparques de La Poma (Salta), Malargie (Mendoza),
Las Lajas (Neuquén), que son las localidades donde hay
cuevas protegidas por ley con distintos grados de manejo
publico; son las tres Gnicas provincias en que el patrimonio
espeleoldgico en general (no solo las areas protegidas en
su sentido clasico) tiene proteccion legal, aunque con dis-
tintos grados de aplicacion efectiva.

Algo similar iniciaron los delegados del extremo
sur ante las autoridades de Parques Nacionales, en los que
se conocid la existencia de cavernas, que estan siendo
catastradas.

Representantes de esas provincias iniciaron la
Red con intercambios de informacion sobre los distintos
criterios de manejo de &reas protegidas espeleoldgicas, a
efectos de avanzar en la unificacion de criterios y ponerlos
a tono con los requerimientos de la UIS en la materia. Se
estaban sumando a ella técnicos de la provincia de San
Juan (donde no hay legislacion espeleoldgica especifica) y
de la Administracion Nacional de Parques Nacionales.

Al terminar la campafa de noviembre en Cuchillo
Cura, el titular de la Comision de Proteccion de la UIS
escribioé nuevamente al Gobernador de Neuquén para agra-
decer el gran paso dado y pidiendo mas apoyo a los
proyectos de investigaciones espeleoldgicas.

Pero en esa provincia subsisten problemas politi-
cos que incluyen un abandono presupuestario de las areas
protegidas: hay 11 &reas, con un total de 11 guardaparques,
sin recursos para hacer su trabajo. Al finalizar el afio, los
problemas de este tipo llevaban a renunciar al Director
Provincial de Areas Naturales Protegidas, aunque retenien-
do sus funciones de coordinador técnico de proyectos
cientificos.

Ese problema merecerd en algin momento una
nueva intervencion de la UIS...

Mendoza: PPE y formacién de técnicos en seguridad

De las provincias argentinas de la Red, Mendoza es la que
se encuentra en el estado mas avanzado en cuanto a pro-
teccion del patrimonio espeleolégico.

Como ya informamos en un ndmero anterior, los
espeleodlogos argentinos elaboraron, a pedido del Gobierno
provincial, el Programa Provincial de Espeleologia (PPE)
hasta el 2012, cuya puesta en marcha fue demorada por
cuestiones politicas y presupuestarias.

Pero a fin de afio se conformaban, en el equipo
gubernamental al que pertenece ahora el autor de esta nota,
los equipos técnicos para la atencion de cuatro de las trece
areas protegidas provinciales, incluyendo Caverna de Las
Brujas.

El primer paso fue la entrega, en préstamo, de la
biblioteca de la Federacion a las autoridades, para el mon-
taje de un Centro de Investigaciones que esta ya funcio-
nando en la ciudad de Malargiie. En julio se prevé la reali-
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zacion de un “meeting”, en la misma ciudad, al que fueron
invitados todos los espeledlogos (federados y no fede-
rados) del pais, como asimismo guardaparques, operadores
de turismo, agentes de seguridad, etc.

La coordinacion del programa y sus actividades
ha sido puesta en manos del autor de esta nota, lo que
significa un desafio para la UIS y para la FAdE...

En el proyecto original, no abandonado, ese Cen-
tro debia llevar el nombre de Edouard Martel, en homenaje
al fundador de nuestra disciplina, ya que en 2009 se
cumplian 150 afios de su nacimiento. Ese detalle ain sigue
siendo discutido.

En el mismo espiritu, existe al fin la voluntad
politica de aplicar la Ley 5978, casi olvidada desde su
sancion en 1993 (Ley de Cavidades Naturales); esto ocur-
ri6 gracias al esfuerzo de la Federacion argentina.

También en ese marco, y paralelamente, la Fede-
racion organizaba en Malargiie el segundo curso de Segu-
ridad y Rescate en Cavernas al amparo del convenio fir-
mado en 2005 con la Federacion Espafiola de Espeleo-
logia. Esta vez la capacitacion estuvo dirigida a bomberos,
gendarmes y policias, y secundariamente espeledlogos y
guardaparques, con el objetivo de involucrar a los técnicos
de las fuerzas de seguridad en los temas especificos de la
espeleologia y el espeleorrescate.

La experiencia no s6lo permiti6 dar continuidad a
ese convenio, sino que constituye la base de un cronogra-
ma de actividades (cursos, simulacros) que se llevardn a
cabo a lo largo de 2010, con la intencion de incorporar a
esas fuerzas en los protocolos de seguridad de la Caverna
de Las Brujas, pero también de otras cavernas contempla-
das en el PPE.

Se discutia, también, sobre la sede del proximo
curso con los capacitadores espafioles (¢ Salta? ¢ Malargue?
¢Neuquén?) y sobre los términos del futuro convenio entre
las federaciones espafiola y paraguaya, con la posibilidad
de hacer un convenio tripartito.

La UIS estaba siendo invitada, asimismo, a adhe-
rir al meeting de julio de 2010 en la ciudad de Malargue.
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Nuevamente espeledlogos y rescatistas argentinos y es-
pafioles en cavernas de Malargiie, Nor Patagonia
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UIS Departments, Commissions, and Working Groups

The Commissions and Working Groups are where
the actual speleological work is done. Anyone who
wants to contribute is invited to collaborate in the
work of a commission under the co-ordination of its
President(s)

UIS domain: http://www.uis-speleo.org
http://rubens.its.unimelb.edu.au/~pgm/uis/comms
.html
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Secretary: Dr. Jill YAGER, USA
Treasurer: Dr. Oana MOLDOVAN, Romania

COMMISSION ON MICROBIOLOGY AND
GEOMICROBIOLOGY
COMMISSION DE MICROBIOLOGIE ET
GEOMICROBIOLOGIE
Presidents: Dr. Hazel BARTON, USA; and Dr.
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HYDROGEOLOGY OF KARST
COMMISSION DE LA PHYSICO-CHIMIE ET DE
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CAVES
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Dr. luri SIMIONCA, Romania; Dr. Rudolf
PAVUZA, Austria
Secretary: Jitka SUCHANKOVA, Czech Republic
Bibliography: Dr. Oldfich NAVRATIL, Czech Re-
public

COMMISSION ON ARTIFICIAL CAVITIES
COMMISSION DES CAVITES ARTIFICIELLES
New officers are being elected. Contact Mario
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Parise for more information at
m.parise@ba.irpi.cnr.it.
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Department of Exploration
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President: vacant

CAVE DIVING COMMISSION
COMMISSION DE LA PLONGEE SOUTERRAINE
President: Phillippe BRUNET, France
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President: Marcel MEYSSONIER, France
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Dr. Julia JAMES, Australia
Friedrich OEDL, Austria
Dr. Hubert TRIMMEL, Austria

UIS Addresses

Addresses of members and honorary members of the UIS Bureau and Presidents of the UIS Commissions and
Working Groups.

Refer to the UIS official website (www.uis-speleo.orq)

For any inconsistencies, mistakes or information changes of National Delegates, contact the webmaster.
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Contributions and Bank Accounts

ANNUAL CONTRIBUTIONS

The UIS General Assembly at the 15" ICS decided to change the annual contributions of the UIS
member-countries to Euro currency, while keeping the same rates as those since 1994. The annual
contributions will be as follows, starting from January 2010:

Category A 300 Euros
Category B 200 Euros
Category C 50 Euros

Each UIS member country has the free choice of the category in accordance with its own financial
possibilities and with the number of speleologists or speleological societies/ associations/ federations/
clubs/ institutions

The UIS Bureau is authorized to reduce or to remit the contributions, if the UIS member-country makes
a respectively written demand. If the UIS Bureau requires, the UIS member country has to give reasons
for the difficulties of a payment.

The authorization of the UIS Bureau to reduce or remit the contributions confirms that the impossibility of
a payment by actual political problems or difficulties will not be an argument to exclude any member
country from the international collaboration within the structure of the UIS.

UIS Bank Account

Account name

Mednarodna speleoloska zveza - UIS
Titov trg 2

6230 Postojna

Slovenia

Bank (name and address)
Banka Koper d.d.

Tr?aska 2

6230 Postojna

Slovenia

Account No.
IBAN SI156 1010 0003 7861 520

SWIFT Code: BAKOSI2X
Accepted Currencies:
USD (United States Dollars)

EUR (Euros)
SIT (Slovenian tollars)
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