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THE TEXAS CAVER, MarcH, 1965 Pace 51

PURCHASERS S8HOULD INSIST THAT THE HAT COMPLY WITH THE PROVISIONS OF THE AMERICAN

STANDARD SAFETY CopeE FOrR HEAD, EYE, AND RESPIRATORY PrROTECTION, Z 2,1-1959, THERE

ARE THREE CLASBE8 OF HELMETS RECOGN|ZED BY THIS CODE AS FOLLOWSS

CLASS A GENERAL SERVICE: INTENDED FOR PROTEGTION AGAINST IMPACT HAZARDS AND USED
IN MININGy, TUNNELING, BUILDING CONSTRUCTION, ETC.

CLASS B UTILITY SERVICEs USED EXTENSIVELY BY LINEMEN AND OTHER ELECTRICAL WORKERS.,

CLASS C SPECIAL SERVICE$ DESIGNED SPECIFICALLY FOR LIGHT WEIGHT, COMFORT, AND
IMPACT PROTECTION, USED IN OILFIELDS, CERTAIN CONSTRUCTION, ETC,

CAVERS ARE MAINLY CONCERNED WITH CLASS A, [N BUYING A HARD HAT A CAVER SHOULD
BE BURE THAT IT MEET8 ONE oF THE copes (ASA Cope 22,1-1959; Fep. Sprec. GGG-H-L42s3
EEl Spec. AP-1 1961, or USDA ForesT Serv. Spec, 177A), THE GENERAL REQUIREMENTS OF
WHICH ARE BRIEFLY GIVEN BELOW,

SHELL$ ONE PIECE SEAMLESS CONSTRUCTION AND 80 DESIGNED AS TO RESIST THE IMPACT
OF A BLOW,

SWEATBAND AND CROWN STRAPS (SUSPENSION SYSTEM)$ So DESIGNED A8 TO PERMIT A CLEARANCE
BETWEEN THE TOP OF THE WEARER'S HEAD AND SHELL OF NOT LESS THAN l%ﬁ WHEN
PROPERLY ADJUSTED,

IMPACT RESISTANCE: CLass A, By, AND C HATS ARE TEQTED .BY DROPPING AN 8 POUND STEEL BALL
ON THE CROWN FROM A HEIGHT OF 5 FEET., THEY ARE MOUNTED ON A STANDARD HEAD FORM
AND THE HAT MUST NOT TRANSMIT AN AVERAGE FORCE OF MORE THAN 850 Pounps., CLass
A AND C ARE TESTED WITH A CROWN CLEARANGE OF 13" WHEN A 25 POUND WEIGHT I8
PLACED ON THE SHELL,

PENETRATION RESISTANCE$: HATS OF ALL CLASSES SHOULD NOT BE EITHER DENTED NOR P|ERCED
FOR MORE THAN 4" WHEN A | POUND HARDENED STEEL PLUM BOB 1S DROPPED ON THE CROWN
FROM A HEIGHT oF 10 FEET.

OTHER REQUIREMENTS: TESTS FOR FLAMMABILITY, WATER ABSORPTION, DIELECTRIC STRENGTH,
AND OTHER STRENGTH TESTS,

THE MAIN THING TO LOOK FOR ‘WHEN BUYING A HARDHAT I8 THE FACT THAT IT HA8 ATTACHED
LABELS IDENTIFYING IT A8 MEETING ONE OF THE ABOVE STANDARDS OR CODES. USE A CHIN
STRAP, IT HELPS ABSORB THE SHOCK AND KEEPS THE HELMET IN PLACE ON YOUR HEAD WHILE
TAKING A BLOW, |T CAN ALSO SAVE MANY RETREVING TRIPS IN A CAVE, BE SURE YOUR HELMET
IS ADJUSTED FOR THE 13" OF CLEARANCE AND YOUR HEAD SIZE. A STRIP OR TWO OF SCOTCH=
LITE TAPE ‘ON THE TOP OF THE HELMET MAKES YOU EASILY SEEN FROM ABOVE IN THE DARK,
NEVER TAKE YOUR HELMET OFF IN A CAVE. AFTER EACH CAVING TRIP CLEAN AND INSPECT THE
SUSPENS|ON SYSTEM FOR CRACKS OR CUTS,

OF COURSE CAVING HELMETS SHOULD HAME A CARBIDE OR OTHER LIGHT BRACKET THAT
WILL HOLD THE LIGHT TIGHTLY TO THE HELMET SO IT WON'T COME OFF EASILY, ALL TYPES OF
BRACKETS ARE SEEN IN CAVING FROM WIRE STANDS TO EASILY ATTACHED METAL HOLDERS, MosT
HELMETS IN CLASS A COME WITH A LIGHT ATTACHMENT,

IF YOU USE A TIP REAMERs DO NOT ATTACH IT TO THE SUSPENSION SYSTEM OF YOUR
HELMET, A CAVER IN A RECENT ACCIDENT GOT HIS SCALP REAMED., SOME ATTACH THE REAMER
TO THE SNAP=STRAP THAT COMES ON THE BACK OF SOME HELMETS AND ALLOW IT TO HANG DOWN
THE BACK OF THEIR NECKS WHERE IT SCRATCHES WORSE THAN wooL "unpleEs™., A PIECE OF
AQUARIUM TUBING CAN BE SLIPPED OVER THE REAMER WHERE IT WILL SERVE TO KEEP THE REAMER
CcLosep, OTHERS MERELY ATTACH THE REAMER BY A CHAIN OR RUBBER BAND TO THE CARBIDE
LIGHT OR BRACKET., ANOTHER TRICK 1S A 6=8 INGH LENGTH oF 0,010" DIAMETER STAINLESS
WIRE WHICH MAY BE LOOPED AROUND THE: REFLECTOR OF THE CARBIDE LAMP,

BY J. T. MeADOR
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