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Complat: | .
1,650 Words

_AOCIE THOMAS -

’

Mr, Thomas was at home todayr' Thore are many Qayc.
when one might pass and repass the ehdbby lean-to that is hls"
home without seeing any signs of li?e. That 18 beoéuee he
spends much of his tire féraging s.bout the strects of Jackson.
~ville for whatever he can get in the way of food or old clothes,

and perhape a little money. y

| He 18 a heawly benrdéd, bent old man and a familiar
. ficure in the éesidentlal sections of the clty, whé}e he garne
or boyss a very meager livelihooa. Many know his story and marvel
at his abillty to relate incidents that must have ooourred when:

he was quite small,

¥ Born in Jetfereon County, Florida on July &7, 1857, he
was onc of tho 150 slaves lelongling to the Foisom brothers, Tom
and‘Bryant.\ His parents, Thomas and Mary, and their parepts ne

i far as they could re&ember, were all a part of the FqQlsom es-
tate, Tbe !élaoma never sold a slave except he merited this dire

puniahment in some way.

Acle heard vague rumors ofrf the cruelties of some slave



owners, tut 1t was unknown among the Folsoms, He thinke this -
woes due to thc fact that qertain “pb white trash" in the vlcinlﬁy
of thelr plantqpion owned sléves. It was the habit of the Fol-
goms to buy out these people whenever they could do o by fair
means or foul, according to his statements, And by and by there
were no pdor whites living near them, It was, he rurther stated
like "damning a nigger's esoul, if Mnrse Tom or Marse Bryant
threatened to scll him to some po' white trash, And it allus
broungvgood results - botter than tenrins the hide off'n him

woulda done,"

As a child Acle spent much of his time roaming over.
the broad acres of the Folsom plantantion wlth othor slaves |
children, Thoy waded in the strenms, fished, chased rabbits
and alwaye knew whore the choiscst wild berries and nuts rrew, He
knew all the wood lore coihon to cilldren of his time, This he
learﬁed~most1y'from "oousin 4" .who was several years older than

ho and guite willins to enlighten a emall boy in these matters,

\

He was taughtlthat hootiny owls were very ﬁealoue of
thoir night hours and wenever they hooted near a field of
workers they were saying! “Task done or no done - nicht's my.
time = o home!" \hippoorwills flitted about the woods in
cotton ploking time chattering about Jack marrying a widow, He
cculd not remember tho' story that ioes with this, Oppoeauma
were e ”shaéernced" tribe who"sometimes wandered onto the wrong

sido of the day nand rot oaurht," They never overcame this shame



88 long as they were in captivity,

All bull rushes and tree stumps were to be ocare-.
fully searched, One might find his baby brother there at any
time.; v

¥hen Acle "rot up some size" he was recuired to do
gnnll tasks, but the ‘mAstor wao not very exrcting, Thero were
the inportnnt t sLa of ferreting out the nests of stray hens,
turkeye: guinens nnd ¢eose, These noests were robbod to ~revent
the fowls from hntehing too far froh the hon house, @uite a
nnmber of these’ e (8 bOu roneted in r'mote corners of the plan-
tation by the findero who, tuilt Tires and wrapped the erg
in wet rare and oovereq then with aehes. When thoy were done |
a loud pop announbed thnt fact to the ronster, Potatoes were
cooked in the samo manner and often without the rdvs.. Conso- .
quenﬂly}those two tnsls woro never neglected by the aalve‘
children. Cotton picking was not a bad Job oither - at lenst

to the young,

. Thon there was the ricde to the cotton houso ét‘tho
end of thé day atop the baskete and coarse bturlap shoots filled
with the day's rickings, Acle's fondeat ambltinn'wne to learn
to manipulato the scales thnt told him who had dono a ¢ood dny's

work ~nd who had not, Mis cousin Ed d1d thie onvied took when-



ever the overscer could ot find the timo,

Yany other thini's we:e grown here. Corn for‘tho
cattlo and “roasting, ears," noanuts, tobacco nnd eugnr cane, The
cane was ground on the plantntion and converted .into barrels of
dyrub and brown éuunr. The‘éane arinding season wds always a
gala one, Therc‘wae nlunys plenty of tulce, with tho slkimnings
and fresh syrup ror all, Other 1rdustries were the blacksmith
chop where horees and slnves were shod, The smoke houses whore
scoros of hogs and cows were prepared dnd hung, for future uso,
'The sewlng wne rresided over by the mietress, Clothing was
madeé during the oummer nnd storecd away for the ocool winters,
Young olave girls wore kept buoy at knitting cotton and wooién
stock:ng8, Cnndles were mnde in the "big house® kitchon and
orily for consunption by the houscheld of the master, 9laves

uged fat lichtwood rnots or thoir o—en firerlaces for lichting

t

PUrT 0808,

Thore wnso alunys rlenty of ovoryth}pg to eat for the
sl~ves, Tﬁe& knd wirdte bread thnt hnd been mado on the place.
Cbrn meal, rice, rotatoes, syrﬁp vegetables and home cured meat,
Food was- cooked in iron pote htﬁa ovor the\}lreplnce by rings
made of the same metnl, Jread and pagirics were made in the

"gkillet and “spider,®

Much work wa~ nee nd Lo scun-ly the demands of 8o



iarﬁe a‘plnntaticn tut the slaves wore often given time off for
frolice (danccs), {cullting=woddincs).. These gatherings were
atiendoa by old rnd young from neighboring plantntions, There
was. nlways plenty of food, pnoters vying with another for the

honor.or elvlng his slaves the finestparties,

There was dnneing and pusic, On the Folson plantatioh
Bryant, the yéungnat of the masters furnished the musio, Ho
rlayed the f£iddle ond liked to see tho slavos dance *cutting the.
pigeon ﬁlng.f / " '

Fany m~tches were made ~t those affeirs, Tho women
came "all riased'out in their bLest"' which vaa not bnd at all,
.8 the mietreoses often caﬁe then thelr cnst orf~olothee. Scme
of theee were veory Iine indeod with thelr frille nnd hoops nnd
many petticoato, Thooe who hat no finery contented themselves
vith scentlng thetr hair and Lodles with sweet horbs, whioh they
aiso chewed, ¢“uite oIten they wer: rewarded by the attention of
gome owaln fro- a dlstant rlantntion, In thie Caaé 1t‘wn0
necceaary.ror tﬁoir respeclive owners to consont tOAa'unioﬁ.‘
Slaves on the Folsom plantation we:e alﬁnys marriga properiy and
quite often had n "s1zeablo® wedding, the mnpter and mistrecs |

often came and rmade merry with their slaves,

_ Acle knew about the war tecause ho wns one of the
slaves comoanderod by the Confederate army for hauling food ~nd

ammuinitl 'n to Airfferent points betweon Tallahcssco cnd a elty in



Virginia that he is unable to remember, It was a common
occurrence for the soldlers to visit the plantatinn owners and
command a certaln number of horses and slaves for services .

‘such as Acle did,

He[thlnks that he mlght have been about 15 years old
when he was_rreed.'lA soldier in blue came to the plantation
and brou@ht_é ’doqument“ that Tom, thelr master re;d to all the
elaves who hsd been summoned to the "big house" for .that purpoaé.
About half of them consented to remain with him, The others
went away, glad of ﬁheir newv freedom, Few had mnde any plans
and were content to wander about the country,‘living n8 they.
could, Some were more sober minded, and Acle's father was
among the latter, He remained on the Folsom place for & Bhort
 wh11é; he then settled down to share-crgpprngln Jefferson
County, Their first yenr was the hardest, because of the many

'adJustmenﬁs that hnd to be made, Thenlthings became better;
By means of hard work nnd the cooveration of frlendlyfwhltee

the slaves in the sectlon soon learned to shift for them-

gelves,

. Northerners came Sopth'“ln ewarms" and orened schools
Tfor the ex-sl~ves, but Acle wns not fortunate enough to get
very far in hils "blue back Webster," There was too much work
to be done and his father trying to buy the land, }Nor did he
take any interest in the polisdical meetirigs held in the nelghbor-



hood, His parents shared with him the common bellef that
such things were not to be shared by the humble. Some belioved

thet "too much book learning made the train weak,"

Acle met and married Keziah Wright, uho wns the
danshter of a woran his mother hed known 1in slavery, trangeiy
eﬁou@h they had never met'as children, ‘'ith ﬁia vife he re-
mained in Jéf?eraon County, whe.e nine of thoir thirteen ahildren

wvore borne

With his family he moved to Jacksonville and had
besen liviny here *a rlaht good while® when tho ire occurred in
1801, He was omployed ae a city latorer and helpéd to build
etroot'car lines and prve strents, He also helped with tho in-
stallaticn of eleciric u&ringtin'many parys of the olty, He ﬁas
injured wvhile working for the Clty ol Jacksonville, tut clalims

thnt he wne never in any, manne: romunerated for thies Ainjury.

Acle worled hard rnd accumulnted land in the Mon-
crief sectinn and lives within a few foot of the spot where
his house trned many yeﬁfs ero.  He was very sad ae he pointed
out this ot to hié visitor, A few scraggly hedges and an
apple treec a charred bit of fencs, a chimney foundation éfo‘tho‘
only mQ;Rere of the Mome he built nrtor'yenre of a hard etrugsle
to have o home, '8 lond 18 all adno excopt tho scant Tive acres
upon which he lives, nnd thio 1g only an cxonnee of bLroom sirnw,
Mo 18 no lonror able to cultivaiae the land, not oven having a

_kitchen gerden,



Kezlah, the wife, cled several yeers ago; like-
wige all thewchildren,'except two, Oné of these, a girl 1s
"somewhere up Nawth", The son has visited him é@lce in five
years and seems never to have anything to glve the old man
who.expreeées_himself as desiring much tO‘“qult‘dis unfriendly
world® eincé he has nothing to live for except a lot of dead

memoriee, = To quote him! .

"All done left me now, Everything I .ot done gione -

all cert Keziah, She comes nnd vislts me and we talk And walk
over there where we ust-r and set on the porch, 8he low she
gwine steal ole Acle some of dese days 1n the near‘future,‘and

I'11 be mighty gled to go over yonder where all 1 aot is at."
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