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FEDERAL WRITERS' PROJECT · 

American Guide, ( Negro Writers• Unit ) · 

Jncksonville, Florid� 
' 

Pearl Randolph 
.Field Worker 
ComJ?lett:;. . 1,650 Words 

. Slave Interview 
November 25,· 1936 

AOI E' THOMAS · 

Mr. Thomas was at home today. Thoro , o.rc many days 
.• 

when one might pass and repass tho shllbby lean-to. that 18 his· 

home without oee1ng any signo ot 11te. That is boonuse he 

spenda much ot his time tort.\gtng n.bout the str�cts of Jnokson.-

. ville tor whn tevar he cn.n get 1n thG wny or rood or old clothes, 

and per��pe n little money. 
-· , I 

He is a hen v1ly benrded• bent old mnn and a familiar 

. t'iBure in the reeiClentio.l sections ot the o1 ty, \7h,ore he earns 

or bet·�.e e. very moa.ger livelihood. Many know h1o story nnd marvel 

at his nbillty· tp relnto incidents tJ1�t must have o�urrod. when· 

he wno quite srnnll. 

Born in Jefferson Co�nty• Florida on July 3C., 1857, ho 

\?as one of tho 150 alaves tolong1ng to the Fol som brothers, Tom. 

and Bryant. i IUs parents, Thomne n.nd Mary, lll"id their pnronta ne · 

far ae .they could ren1ember, were all a part. ot the FQleom es-

tate. 'nlc Folsom a nevBr sold 11 slave excep.t he mer1 ted this· dire 

puniShment in some way. 

Aoie heard. vn.gue.rurnors or tho oruelt1eo of some slnvo 



owners, w t it was unknown among: the Foleorne. He thinks this , 

wa.s due 'to tho fact that qertn1n lfpo white trnshtt in tlle v1c1n1ty 

ot their plantation O\Yn9d slaves. It wae the habit of the Fol­

eoma to buy out these people whenever they could <lo EJ9 by tnir 

manna or toul, accordinG to ii1 o eta temento. And by n.n<l by there 

wore no poor whites liv1nt!, near them. It wao, he l'urth.er stnted 

like "dnmn1ng a nigger's �oul, 1t !i�nrae Tom or Uaree Bryant 

threatened to eioll him to some po' wl'.ite trash. And lt nllue 

broune good reaul to J batter thn.n ten.r1nr:� the hide ott' n him 
• If woulda done • .  

Ao e. child Ac1e opent much of his t1•::e ronrn1ng over 

the brond acres or �1e Folsom plnntnt1nn with other slaves 

children. Thoy waded 1n tho etrenms, fished, chneed rabbits 

nnd nlwaya Jcncw whore the cho1eost n1ld berries· nnd n�tts r:,rew. lfe 
ltnew all the wood lore oo•�hton to ch 1ldrcn ot hie time. Thio he 

. I 

' ' 

' learned _mostly ·trom "ooue1n Ed• ,nho was ooveral years older than 

ho and quite willing to enlighten a small boy in those matters. 

Ho was taught thnt hoot1nr. owls were very Jealouo ot 

their night hours and wenever they hooted nenr a. t1eld or 

workers they vrere so.y1net 11 Taalt dono or no done - nisht' a my. 

t1mo -go hone!" Wh1ppoorw1lla flitted about tho wooda 1n 

cotton picking t1rne ohntt.er1ng atnut Jaok. marrying n w1dt?w� He 

could not remember th�· otory thn.t goes w1 th this. Oppoeeurris 
,. 

we�e a 11shame1'a.oed11 tribe who"eomet1mee wanderoC!.,onto the wrong 

o1d.o or the day nnd rot on.ur.ht." They nover overon:me this shame 



ns lons ns they.�re 1n oapt1v1ty. 
I ' 

All bull rushee nnd tree stumps nero to be onro•. 

tully 'oee.rohed.· One m1ght ·tlnd his be.by 'brother there nt r.ny 
\ 

t1ma • .  

'r'fhen Ac1e •rot up some e1zo• he. wao required to do 
' 

omnll tnslce, rut the m:·iotor \7no not vory oxf".Otlne. . Thoro ucre 

the 1mportrmt t·,eke ot torret:ing out tho nests of otroy hen�, 

turkeys, guinone nnd eeoee. These noota were robbod to prevent 

tho to"le trorn hr\toh1ng too 1'nr from the hon houso. Q.u1 te n 

number ot these I ec(�;s got. ronotod in r\ mote corners ot tho. plan-
' 

tat1cn by the i'1nOero, who. bl1l t tires and w�npped tho er�s 
I 

ln wet race rmd covered thom w1 th a shoe. When thoy tJore done 

n loud pop announced thnt !net to the.ronster. Potntooe wore 

oooltcd ln tho snno mnnncr l\nd often w1 thou t tho rll.(rs.. Conoo-. 

qucntly tJ1ose tuo t".aJ�o wore never neglected by tho onlve 

ch1ldre.n. Cotton p1ok1ng trne not n bnd Job o1thor - nt lcnot 

to the young. 

Thon. there wtie tho r1de to tho cotton houao nt tho 

end ot tho day atop the booltete nnd conree burlap shoots f1llod 

\'11th the dAy's p1c!�ine,e. Ac1e'e tondea·t amb1t1nn \Tns to learn 

to oon1pulo.to the scnloa th.'1.t told !i1m who hnd dono a good: &ly' s 

work �".nd nh6 hnd not. H�e coue1n Ed <l1d th1s onvled tr..ok t1hen-



ever tho overseer could r:ot f1nd. tho t1rno • 
. 

��any other th1z:rs wG: ·o i.::rm:m hot:'�.· Corn 1'or ths 
.• 

oa.ttlc nnd •ronot1ng e,nrs,• peanuts, tobacco nnd·eu{Ylr cone. The 

oo.ne wn.o Ground on the plnntt'.tion nnd converted .into barrels ot 
' ' 

dyrup and brown surn.r. The cane cr1nd,_ng a�neon t7na nlwnys a 
. . 

enln one. There t.7ne. nlt7nys plenty o! .1uico, tT1 th tho slc1mn1ngs 

·nm fr6eh syrup l'or �11. Other 1ndustri·es were the ·blnokem1 th 

chop t7here horooe and olrwes were ahod. The smoke houses whore 

GOOrOO Ot hogs and C0\'T9 t"lf:'re prcrnred n.n<l hUn[', for future UBOe 
I . 
The. eet71ngwns preri1decl over by the n1etraaa. Clothing wne 

. 

mndt) <'\uring the oummer r.n� atorod Ot'lny tor the 0001 rJ1ntere. 
. . 

' .  

Young olave girls rrore kept buoy nt Jtn1 ttint� cotton nnd \'70olen 

stock: nss. Cnndles ecro rnn('le in the •bi� l�ouoe• k1 tohon and 

only for ooneunrtion by the houeohcld of' the mnotor. 6lnvoo 

usot'l. tnt licht\?ood Jt:nots ·or their o�·,on fircT'lncoo tor 11r)lttng 
. I 

purposes. 

Thoro 1mo nlrmys rlenty o:r ov0�Jth.!.ng to ont tor the 

ol.�ves. Tney hnd t7h1 te brend thnt hnd been rnndo on tho plnoe. 

Corn meal, rico, rotntooo, syrup vogetnblea nn<l horneourod. r.Jent. 
\ 

rood no.e·oookoa 1n 1ron poto hmt ovor the f!replrce by r1nge 
. . 

rn.."tde ot tho arune metnl. · i�rond. r..nd pn.e�rios \'7ere made tn tho 

nsk1llet" nrid 1ep1der." 

'�uch work wn I' n�e::"· od to ouD··ly . the dernnnd.s of so 



large a plantation 'but the olaves �·mre often given t.irne ott tor, 

frol1co (dancce), (qu1lt1.ng-wodd1nco) • .  Th(.)oe 0athar1ne.o wore 

at�ondoll by old nnd youne :from l101l)lbor1ne plnntntlons. There 

WQ;S. nlt7ays plenty·--- of tood, mnoters vying with another �·or the . 

honor�, ot s1v1ng hie slnves the .1'1ncstpnrt1ee. 

There \lns dnno1nt� nnd mus1o. en the Foloon plantation 

Bryant0 tho youns0ot or the mnetcra turn1ahod the r.ru�1o. Ho 

played the tlddlo o.nd liked to aee tho slnvoo de.noe •outt1ng the. 

p1r�eon t�lng. • 

�!any rn�--tohas. tver(:· mnde r'1t thoon nftr.1ro. Tho t'JOr.:lon 

onme "all r1gged out 1n tl1o1r beat" t'Jhloh 'l7oe. not bnd nt nll, 
; 

ne the o1 r.-��rooeea often envc them t..�elr. onot off, olotlwe. Some 

ot thee_o were v_ory. :L'1no .1ndeod \l1 th their tr1llo nnd hoopa nnd 

oony pett1conto. 'I'hooc who hnt� no 1'1nery oont<.?nted thcmaelvee 
I 

w1 th scent l.l"le thc!r hnir nnd bod1�e tv1 th owoot horbo, t7b1oh thoy 

also .chewed. Qu1 to o:ton they i70!'<' r-crznrdcd. by the nttont1on of 
I 

some e\"Jn1n tror"! n <11 stnnt plAnt" t1on. In th1a once 1 t 'l'lno 
• 

noocDanty tor thtlr respoot1vc owners tQ oonsont to·a union. 

8lavee on tho I·,oloor.J plnntn t1on .wo:·c al\lf.lYO mru:T1�d properiy and 

quite otten hnd·a "o1zee.blo11 wedd1ne;, the mnetor llnd m1atroso 

ot'ten came aril mode merry r/1 th tho1r slaves. 

Ao1o l:no� .nbou t the nor 'Leonuoo ho wns one bt the 

olnves ooMrnnnderod by tho Contedernte{lrrny tor haulln� tood �nd 

ammun1 t1 'n to tUfforant po1r.ta oot.tmon To.llcihnoeoo nnd n c1 ty in 



Virginia that he is una ble to rememter. It was a ·common · 

oc.currence 'l;or the soldiers to v1si t the plantat'irm owners and 

cornmand a. certain number of horses and slaves for services 

·such as Acie did. 
\ 

' 

He thinl\"B thnt he �11;:�)lt have been about 15 yeP.rs old 

when he was treed.· A soldier in blue came to the plantation 
- l 

and brought a "dooument• tht.1. t Tom, their mas tor read to all the 
' . ' ' 

slaves who had been summoned to the. "big house• ror.that purpose. 

AbOut halt or them consented to reft1a.1n w.tth him. 'nle others 

r;ent away, glad of their new r�eedom. . F'ew had mnde nny pla.ns 

and were content to wander about the country, living llS they. 

could. Some were more sober minded, ann Acie ' s father was 

among the _ lo.tter. He remntned on the Folsom place for ll abort 

while; he. then settled down to sha.re-orop_pi,ngln Jefferson 
• 

County. Their 1'irst yen:r was the hardest, because ot the many 
' 

. adjustments that hnd to be made. 'l'hen things became better. 

By means ot hard \'IOI'lt ,n.nd t.J:le cooperation or friendly whi tee 
r 

the slaves in the section soon learned to shift for them-

eel vee. 

Northerners carne South "in swarms" and onened schools 

for the ex-sln.ves, but Acie wns no t fortunate en.ough to get 

very far in his "blue back Webster." Ther,e wns too much \vork. 

to be done s.nd his !ather trying to buy the ·land. · Nor did he 

take any intere st in the pol1�1cal meetings held in the neitt)lbor-



hood. ·His pnrento ohnrcd u�th him the common ballet that 

euol1 th1nt�s were not to uc sh�d by_ tho humble. 3ome bel1oved 

tho.t ,•too much book lonrn1nt;;, rnade the brain weak. •. 

Ac1e mot. nne! mnrrled R:ez1nh Wr1{�t, t?hO l?lHl the 

dnu:�hter ot n_ WOI.'O.n his t"lother hnd. ���orm tn Dl.nvor'J� · Strangely 

eno�)l they hnd nnver m�t n.a children. �'!1 th h1s w1te he re-
/ :  

mn1ned 1n Jefferson Count?, whe� o nino ot tho1r tlr1rtoen oh11<'1ren 

t70r'-=' born •. 

l'/1 t.h h1a !'umlly ho moved to .Jac)tsonv11le nnd hnd 

been 11v1ng hore 'o r1cJ.ht cood wh1le-• ot.en tho :l'1re occurred 1n 

. 190 �1. He wn� cmr,loyod n.s o. o1ty lnt:orer. ond �olped to bu1ld 

etroo't car 11noo nnc1. pr·,v� ctrcot.e. He nleo helped "1 th tho 1n­

etnllaM.on of cleotr1c \�1r1ng ln mrmy ports of tho o�.ty. He nns 

1nJurod t?hll� t7orlt1nc tor the 01 ty of Jnoltsonv1lle, tut oln1ms 

tJ1n t he t7ne n(!}vcr 1n nny. manner romuncre. to<l tor U11o injury. 
. . 

1\cio worJ\od ho.ro c.nd n.cou!7lulr. ted lnnd 1n the Y'on-

cr1et eoctinr; nn<1 11 vr.o within n tow teet ot the spot where 
/ ' 

h1a houoo rurncd rnnny yet"rn ceo. · He was very end n.e he po1ntod 
• 

' 

out th1s Et"Ot to h1s v1o1 tor. A. few sore.r_gly he�ges nnd an • I 

npple tree n ohnrro<l bit or reno�, a oh1mney toundnt1on nre'tho 
\ 

I only rru.:.rttere of th<"? home he bu11 t n!"tor yenra ot n hnrd etrue;gle 
I 

to hnve n home. H1o lond 1a nll gono excopt tho oonnt t1ve ncros 

upon �.:7h1ch hn lives, nn<� th1o 1s only nn cxpnnao or broon etr�.\'1. 

Ho .1o no J.onr.or nblo to c�.ll t1 v.< o tJ1o 1:-.nd, not flVr:n l1....,v� ng n 

. l':l tor.on lY'-!'C:cn. 



Keziah, the wife, died, ee�eral yeers n[so; like-
. .  

wise all the children, e>:eept two. One or these, a girl is 
\ 

"somewhere up Nawth'1• The son h'ls vis1 ted him twice in ti 1/& 

years �md seems never to have· n.nythine; to give the old man 
I 

who .expresses himself as deslrint; much tO' "quit die unfriendly 

world" sine� he has nothing to live for except n. lot of dead 

·mer.Joriee... To quote him: .. 
� : . 

11All done left rne now. Everything I LOt done gone -

.":1.11 cent Keziah, Sh<: comes nnd v.ietts me and \7e talk A.nd walk 

over there where we uet··'r �md set on the porch. She low she 

gw1ne steal ole Acie some or dese days in the near .tuture, 'and 

I'll be m1{3hty glad to go pver yonder where itll I r;ot is at." 
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