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lo,EDERAL WHIT��RS1 PROJEC'r 
American· Guide!. ( Negro W. ri ters 1 Unit) 

· . Jaoksonv lle, Florid� 

Rachel A. Austin 
r'ield Worker 
Complete 
2,066 Words 

MARGARETT NICKERSON 

Slave Interview 
December 5, 1936 

In her own vernacular, Margrett Nickerson was '"born 

to '71lliam A • . Cnrr, on his plantation near Jackson, Leon County, 

many yenra ago� " 

When questioned concerning her life on tl;tia plantation, 
' 

she continues; •Now honey, ita been so;long ago, I doni 'member 

ev' ything, rut I will tell you whut I kin as near rie,ht as po e si-
I 

ble;· I kin 'member five u:r Marse Carr's oh1llun; Florida, �usan, 

'Lijah, Willie and Tom; oose Carr never '�owed us to have a 

piece uf paper in our hands," 

MMr. Kilgo was de :rust overseer I 'member; I was big 

enough to t�te meat an ' stuff trum de smokehouse to de kitchen 

and to tote water in and g1 t wood !'or grarlny to co ole de dinner 

and fur de sucklere who nu ' sed de babi�s, an' I carried dinners 

back to· d� hands. " 

"On dis plantation dare was 'bout
"

n hunncrd head; 



oo okin • .wa.e. done in de fireplace 1n iron pots and de meals was 
I 

plenty ot peas, greens, cornbread burnt co'n for oot':fee - often 

de ma.reter bought some coffee f'ur us; we (J�ot water trum de open 
' . 

well. Jes 'fore de bi g gun fiahed dey :totched my pa !rum de 

bay whar .. ,he wo.e mak1n1 sn!t; he had heerd dem say 'de Yankees 

is coming and wuz so glad." 

"Dere wu?. rice, cotton, co'n
l

ta.tter fields to be 

tended to and·cowh1des to be tanr:ed, thread to be epinned, and 

thread wuz made into ropes for plow lines." 

\ 
"Ole Marse Oarr fed us, but he ·did not care what an' 

whar, j'es. eo you made da t money and when you made 1'i ve alw. six 

bnlee o' cotton, said: . ' . Yo.• ain don' nuthin1• 

"When de big gun fia.hed on a Sattidy me .and Cnbe and 

Minnie Howard wuz sett1n1 up co'n fur de plowers to come 'long 

and put dirt to 'em; Carr read de free papers to us on Sunday 

and de ' co ' n and 90tton had to be tended t�o � ho tole us he wuz 

e;o1n1 to gi' us de net proceeds (here s he chuckles), .what turned 
. . 

out to .be .de oo•n· and c�tton stalks. Den he asked dem whut would 

stay wid him to step off on de right nnd dem dat \VUZ leavin' to· 

step oft on de left." 

"My pa made .soap i'rum ashes when dlean1nt<� new ground.-
' 

he t�ok a hopper to put de ashes in, made a little stool side 

de .house put de ashes in and po1red water on it to drir�: at 
• 

I 

night nftcr gi tt1n' off frum 1.vork he 1 o put in de crenae nnd male 



de soap - I made it sometime arid! make it·now, myself.' 

1My step-pa ueeter make shoes trum cowhides tur de 
farm-han's on de plantation and fur eve1)'boCSy on de pln.ntat1on 

'cept ole Marse and his tambly; dey'.s wuz d1ftunt, fine. • 

' ·  ' My grandma wua Pheobie Austin - my mother vvuz nnme 

Rn.chel Jackson nnd my pny wua name Edmund Jacl<son; my mother 

and. uncle' Robert arid Joe· wue e tol • frum Virginia and fetched 
I 

here. I don ' know no n1r.�t-ere da.t 'listed, in de wnr; I don' 
\ 

'member much 'bout de \fllr only when de started tal.k 1ng 'bout 

drill1n 1 men fu� de war� Joe Sanders was a Lieutenant. Ma.rse 

Carr's sons, Tom and Willie went to de war.•. 

•We didn1 -'had no doctor1;1, only de grann1e.a; \Ve rl}OS �:lY 

used h1ppecat (ipecac) tur medicine.• 

"As I said, Kilgo wus de fust overseer I ricollec', 

-theri Snnders wuz n�.x' nnd .. Joe SanC.ers nfter him; John c. Haywood 

came in nfter Bnnders and when de big gun finhed old man Brockin�­

ton vrus dere. I never saw a n1��er sold• but dey carried dem 

trum our house and I never seen 1 em. no mo 1 • w 

I 
�We had church wid de white preachers and dey tol� us 

to.m1nd our masters and miesus and we would be saved; 1f not, ·dey 

sa.id we wouldn' • .  Dey never tol� us pu thin 'bout Jesus. On Sun­

day after workin ' hard all do week day would lay down to sleep 

t\nd' be so tired; soon ez yo' c1 t sl0ep, de overs e er would come nn1 



wake �ou up �n' make you,go to church." 

"When de big gun i'iahed old mnn Carr had six sacks 

.u:t' confederate money whut he wuz qarry�ng wid him to Athens, 

Georgia an' all.de time if any uf us gals whar he wuz an• ax 

him 'Mars-:?. pleas.e · gi· us some money' (here· she raises heY' voice 

to a high � pitiful tone ) he ep.ya' I aint got a cent' and. right 

den he would have a.�his so :full it \;/Ould �ake n whol' pasale 

uv slaves to move it.· He hnd;plr:r,ty.-corn, ·. taters, pum'ki!:la, 
I 

hogs, cows ev1yth1ng, but he didn ' ci ue nuthin l:ut strong 

plain cloa!3.nnd; plenty to e�t; w� slept 1n ole common beds and 

my pa made up little cribs and put hay 1n dem fur d� ohillun." 

"Now ef you wanted to keep in w1a: Marster Carr don' 

drap you shoe s in de f1eld an' leave 'em - he ' d beat you; you 

mus' tote you' ·shoes 1'rum one field to de other , d14fl' a dog 

ud ba bettern you. He'd eay 'you f�un-ha1ded devil, drappin' 

you' shoes and eve1 thin' over de ,field." 

"Now jas 11�' en, I wnr.�·na tell you all
. 

I kin, but � 
want s to tell 1t right; v:a1t now, I don' wann.t�. mnke no Mlstak.es · 

and I don'- \va.nna lie on notody - I ain' mrtd now and I 1\:now t.a.int 

no use to lie , I takin', my time. I don• prayed nn 1 r-ot all de 

rrte.lice out o' my heart and I H1n' gonnn tell no lie fer urn and 

I.a1n' �onna tell no lie on urn. I a1n1 never seed no slaves 

eo�d by M�r��er Carr, he vruz allus tell1n1·me he wuz go nna sell 

me but he 1i�'v.�r did - he sold my pa • s l'ust wi:t'e though. it , 



"Dere _wuz Uncle George ·Bull, he could rend .and write 

and chile de white follts didn' lak no nige.er whut could read and 

write. Carr's wife Mia� Jane·useter teach us Sunday School but 

she ('lid not 'low ua to tech a. rook wid uo hands. So dey useter 
I 

jee ·tHke ·uncle George Bull end bent him fur nuthin; dey would, 
I 

beat him and take h lm to de lake and put him on a log and sh�v 

him hi de lq.ke, but he always swimmed out, when dey didn' do dat 

dey would beat him tel de blood run outen him Rnd deJ'l trow h.im 

in d.e ditch in de field n.nd kivver him up wid dirt, head and 

years and den stick a stick up at his haid, I wiz a wnter toter 
' . 

and had. stood A.nd seen urn do him dat way more• n once and I stood 

and looked at um tel dey went 'way to de other rows and den I 

, F.re. bb.ed de dirt of en him nnd he'd lresh de dirt off nnd. say 'tank 

yo l, gi t hie hoe and go on back to/ vrork. Dey beat him la.k da t 

and he d1dn1 do a thin' to git dat sort ut treatment.• 

"I had a sister name Lytle. Holly who d1dn1 stand back 

on 1non' uv em; when dey'd git behin' her, she'd c,it beh1n' dem: 

she \VUZ dat etullbo'n and when d ey would beat her she wouldn' 

holler but jea take i� and go on. I got some whupp1n1s wid 

strops but I wanter tell you why I am crippel today:; 

•I. had· to tote tatter vines on my ha.id, me and li,red' 

rick n.nd de han 1 a would be ·a callin 1 :t'ur em all over de field. 

but you know honey, de two uv us could' Eit to. all uv en at once, 

so Joe Sande.re w .. uld hurry us up by bea.tin' us with strops nnd 

stt,cks and .run us all over de tater ridge; he cripple us both 

up and den we couldn' t:i t to all uv em. At ni{.:ht m:r pa would 



try to t'lx me··up cuse I had to go back to work nex' day� I 

never walked' straight frum dat day to d1a and I have to set 

here in dis chair now, but I ' don' feel mad no,ne now. 1: feels 
I 

good and wants to go to he ' ven - I a1n 1 gonna tel no lie on 
I 

white nor blaclt .cose taint no use• " 

"Some uv de slaves run awa.v, lots uv ern. ·some would 
' . .  

be cot nnd when de;.r lte tched ern dey put tells on em; 1'uat. dey 
I 

would put ·�'iron ban' 'rou:nd dey neck and anuder one 'round 

de waist and rivet urn together down de back; de,bell would hang 
I 

on de ba.n' round de neck so dD:t it, would ring when de sle.ve · 

\ 

wa.lked and deD dey wouldn' git 'way. Soma uv dem wore deae. bells 

three nnd four mont' n and when dey tir�e wuz up dey would take 

em off. 'em. Jake Overstreet, G-eorge full, John Green, Ruben 
. ' 

Golder, Jim Bradley and a hoe' uv··others.woere dem bells. 1Dis 

is whut I. know,- not whut so�nebody else say. I seen die myself. 

· Rn missus, wh�n de big e;un fiahed, de runerwhy slnves comAd out 

de woods frum all directions. We wuz in de f ield when it' !iahed, 

rut I -� m�mbers dey VIUZ nll very Elnd. It 

"After de war, we worked but we.got pay fuzt it." 

"Ole man Pierce and other s would call s-ome ltin' of 

n ·pe.;: . .  1 ticnl (political) meetin' but I could never unde1•stan' whut 

dey W1.1Z tallt1n.' 'bout. V:e d1dn' hRd no' kin' uv schools and a.ll I . 

:mows but dem is clat I sent my chillums 1n Leon .and Gadsden Coun-

tics."· 

"I had lots uv si s ters and brothers but I can't 'member 



de names of none by Ly t1e , Mary, Patsy �nd Ella; my brotheru, 
. . 

is Edmond and' Cornelius Juckson. Cornelius i� 11v1n' now 

sornewr.erc I think w t I don 1 nevP.r see him." 

"When de big gun fished I was a young missy totin' 

cotton to de scales at .de gir.house ; e.f de ginh ouae wuz close by, 

you ha� to tote de oo·tton to it, but et it. wuz fur 'way wagine · 

I . 

ud come to de fields :u�d w�ir,h it Up· and .take it to de ginhouse. 

I was still li vin 1 near Loke J ac�son and v1c went to Abi�nm 

Bailey1·s pln.ce ner:.r 'fall�seee. Ce.rr turned us out w.tthout 

nuthin o.nd Bailey g11d us his hanmoo' and we went dere rur n 
'· 

. 

home. �'ust we cut down sRrl1n' e fur we didn' had no\ house, :'nd 
' I . 

took de tops uv pines Rn<i !)Ut on de top; den we put dirt o n  top 

uv, dese aa.plin' s rncl slcp' under dem. When clo rain would come, 

it wo:1ld vw.eh all de dirt right down in our face and we'd hnfter 

bu11' us a house all over ag1 in. W� d1dn' hnd no body to buil' 

a house.fur us, coee pa was cone lind rna jce had us gals and we 
I 

cut de · saplin' s fer de man who would blil1 · Q.e house 1'el� us. We 

live on Bo.iley• s place e. long time and fin' Lly buil' ue a log 

cabii1 and den we went frum dis qo.b1n to. Gadsden County to n pla.c 

nama Concord and dere I stay tel I come here. 'fore de fiah." 

"I hnd twelve chillun lu t right now miasus. I can 

only •member dcae names: Robert, 1L1Ja.h, Edward, Cornelius, 

Little, Rnchel and Sophie." 

. 11 I was converted in Leon County and after freAdom I 



joined de Meth'dist church and my membership 1e now in Mount .. 
Zion A.M. E •. Church 1n Jacksonville, 

lt�
lorida." 

It "My :t'ust hueba.n' wo.s Nelson Walker and de las' one 

wna name Dave Nickerson. I don' th1n1-c I was 20 yenrs old when 

de big gun :t'inhed, but I wo.s ·more' 17 - I reckon I \VUZ a 11 ttl f) 

older den Flo e eie Hay (a niece who is 17 ?Ce.re of a.: e) .is now." ( l ) 

Mrs. Nickerson, o.cco1•ding to her infornw. tion must be 

r.wut 89 or 90 yenrs of ac�� sees wi thout e.�asses hn,vtng never 

used them; she does not ree.d. or wr1 te but speaks in a con­

vincing manner. She hn.s most o1' her teeth and a splendid 

appetite. She spends her time e1tt1ne; in a. wheel-chair sewing 

on qull ts. She has several quilts thnt ·she hn.s !'icced, some 

from very emnll scraps which .she has cut w
.
1 thou t the use of any 

particular pattern. 

/ 

Sl'w hnEf, a. full head of beautiful snowy vihl te hair nnd 

hn.e the use of· her limbs , e .Y.Cept her legs, C�.nd is able to do 

inoat th1nes for herself. ( 2) 

She lives \Vi th her dauS}lter at 1601) Hyr·C.l e Avenue• 

J a.cksonville, !"lorida. 
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