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7 Pages

In South Jacksonville, on the Spring Glen Roud lives Douglas
Dorsey, an ex=-slave, born in Suwannee County, Florida in 1851, fourteen
years prior %o fre-dsm. 1lis paremts Charlie an.d Anns Dorsey were natives
of Maryland and free people. In those days, Doraey. relates there were pet;ple
known as "Nigger Traders"” who used any subterfuge to catch Negroes and sell
them into slavery, There was one Jeff Davis vho was known vs a professional
"Nigger Trader,” his slave boat docked in the slip at Maryland and Jeff
Davis and his henchmen went out looking for their victims. Unfortunately,
his mother Anna and his father wore caucht one night amd were bound and
gagced end teken to Jeff Daris?! boat which was waiting in the harbor, and
there they were put into stocks. The boat stayed in port until 1t was load-

ed with Negroes, then salled for Florida where Davis disposed of his human

cargp.

Douglas Dorsey's parents were scld to Colonel Iouis Mateir, who
had a lerge plantation that waos cultivated by 85 slaves. Colonel Matasir's

house was of the pretentious southern colonial type which was c¢uite prevalent



during that period.+ The colonel head won his title "ecause of hie prrtici-
pation in the Indian War in Florida, He wes the typical wealthy southern
centleman, and was very kind to his slaves. [1s wife, however wes just

the oppocite. &She was exceedingly mean and could easily be termed a tyrant.

\

There were several children in the Matair family und their home

end plantation were located in' Suwannee County, Iflorida.

Douglas' parents were assigned to their tasks, his mother was
house-meid and his father was the mechunic, having leurned this trode in
Maryland as a fr.ae man. Charlie and Anna had several chiMﬁn and Dougl;as
was emong them, Wheﬁ he became large enough he was kept in the Matair home

]

to tuild fires, assist in serving meals and other chores.

Mrs. Matair being a very cruel woman, would whip the slaves her-
self for any misdex.neanor. Dorsey reéalls ap incid‘ent that is hard to ob~-
liternte from his wind, it 18 as follows: Dorsey's mothor wue called by
lrs. Mateir, not hearing her, she continued wifh her duties, suddenly lrs,
“atair burst out in a frenzy of anger over the womn not aenswering. Anna
explained that she did not hear her call, thereupc;n Mrs. Matalr seized a
large butcher knife amd struck at ‘Anna, attempting to ward off the blow,

Anna roceived a long gash on the arm that laid her up for some time.



Young Douglas was a witness to this brutal treatment of his mother and he
at that moment made up his mind to kill his mistress. He intended to put
strychnine that wes used to ki1l rats into her coffee that he usunlly
served her, Fortumately frecdom came and salved himof thi; act which would

heve resulted in his death,

He relates anvoéh-ar incident in regard to his mistress as follows:
’i‘o his mother and father was born a little baby boy, whose complexion was
_ rather light. Mry, Matair at once began accusing Colonel Matair as being '
the father of the child. Naturelly the colonel denied, tut Mrs. Matair
kept haraasvil'xg him abo"l‘xt‘ it until he finally agreed to his wife's desire
and sold the chld, It was fakon from its mother's breast at the age of
eigzht months and auctioned off on the first day of January to the highest
hidders The child was boucht b a Captain Ross amd teken across the Suwannee
River into Hamilton County. Twenty years later he was looated by his

family, he was a grown man, married amd farming.

Young Douglas hed the %esk each morning of carrying the Matair
children's books to school, Willie, a boy of eight would teach Doﬁglas
what he learmsd in school, finally Douglas learned the alphabet amd mum=-

bers, In som® way Mra. Matair learnsd thot Douglas was learning to reed

\

and write., Ons morning aefter breakfast she callod/her son W1lie\ to the
dining room vhere she was seated ard then sent for Douglas to come there

toos She then took a quill pen the kind used et thet time, and began



.

writing the alphabet and mumerels as far as ten. Holding the paper up to
Dougplas, she asked him if he knew what they werej hel ﬁmudly answsred in
the affirmative, not muspecting anything. She then asked him to name the
letters anl numerals, which he digd, ‘ahe then asked him to write them,
which he did, When he reached the number ten, very proud of his learnirg,
she struck hi_m a heavy blow across the face, saying to him "If I ever
catch you making another figure anywhere Itll cut off your right arme"
Naturally Douglas and also her sot Willie were mich eurprised as each
thought what had b'oen done was quite an aoh:lovament;\ She then celled
Mariah, the cook to bring a rope and tying the two of them t/;o the 0ld
colonlael pohat on the front porch, she took a chair 2m esat between the
two, whipping them on their naked backs for such a time, that for two

weeks their clothes stuck to their backs on the laceruted flesh,

" To ease the sereness, M llie would steal grease from the house

and together they would slip 1nt6 the barn anl gresse each ather's backs.

Aas to plantation life, Dorsey said that the slaves lived in
quarters gspecially built for them on the pv'lantation. They would leave

for the fields at "sun up" end remain until "sundown," stopping only ror-

a meal which they took along with them.

~

Instecd of having an overseer they hed what was called a "driver”



by the name of January. His duties were to get the slaves together, in
the moming anr} see that they went to the fields and assigned them to
their tasks. He worked s the other slaves, though, he had more privi-
loges. He.would stop work at any time he pleased and go around to in~-
spect the work of the others, and thus rest himnelf. Most of the orders
from the master wsre issued to him. The crops consisted of cotton, corn,

cans and peas, which was raised in sbundance,

When the slaves left the fields, they returned to their cabins
and after preparing and eating of their evening meal they gathered around
a cabin to-rsing anl moan songs sessoned with African melody. Then to the
tune of an old fiddle they danced a dance called the "Groen Corn Dance”
and "Cut thqx}’igoon Wing," Some*:imes the youwg son on {;he plantat ich
would elip av}ay to visit a girl on enother planmtation. If they weﬁ‘e ceught
by the "Patrola" while on these visits they would be lashed on the bare

backs as a penalty for this offense.

A whipping post wee used for this purpose. As soon as one slave
was whipped, he was ¢lven the whip to whip his brother slave. Very often
the lashes would bring blood very soon from the already lacerated skin,

’

but this did not stop the leshing until one hed received their due number

of lashes,

-

Occasionally the slaves were ordered to church to hear a white



minister, they wore seated in the front pews of the master's church, -while
the whites sat in the’'rear. The minister's admonition to them to honor
their mastérs and mistresses, and to have no other Cod but them, az "we

cannot see the other God, but you can see your master and mistress.”

—94\.

After the services the driverts wife who could read amd write a little

would tell them that what the minister said "was all lies,"

Douglns saye that the will never forget whem he was a lad 14
years of age, when one evening he win told to go’end tell the driver to
bave all the slaves come up to the house; soon the entire host of ahout 85
slaves ware gathered there all sitting around on stumps, soms staniing,
The colonel's son was visibly moved as he told them they were fres, Say-
ing they could 80 anywhere tl;ey wmanted to for he had no more to do with
them y Or that they could remein with him and have half of vhat was raised

on the plant apio ne

The slaves were heppy at this news, as they had hardly bveen a-
ware that there h=ad b‘eeh a war going on., None of them accepted the offer

of the colonel to remain, os they were only too €lad to leave. the cruel-

~

ties of the Mat=sir plantation.

Dorsey's #ather got a job with Judge Carravay of Sumannee where
he worked for one year. He later homesteaded 40 acres of land that he

received from the government and began farming,



Dorsey's father died in Suwannee County, Floride when Douglas was a young
men amd then he amd his mother moved to Arlington, Florida. His mother

died several years ago at e ripe 0ld age.

Douglas Dorsey; aged but with a clear mind lives with his

4

daughter in Spriang Glen:
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