
St .. ,_ • E., Waahtng1.on, D 
' Sept8IO.b•~ SIO, 1898 . 

Dear ~ill: , 
The sadde ■t worcia I av• 8'Yer- h&d occuloa to rt te 

you or MY .one el11e are•--HeruT _ ta dead. OV•t ln, Arlington., wt\11 & 

beautttul evergreen at_ his h•ad and on• o,t th• great· oe.k1 at hi• teet, 
.h.-• eleeps until the greAt revilUt ahatl oe.lL him to •• •here.• 

:r will give you tn d•teJ.1 all -\b.at took :place, ·pr; in, 1.h.&t. ~•--
. will 1>e ta.the:r an moth.er·, br:c,the-r aru\. ■.titer to you help 1ou to 

b4' ~ the grt~r that 111Pst come to your hea. .. t ·..-N the ooneolatton 
•e. h&V& ad t~m friends. . , 

The ireg tt1Ant let't Sa,nttago .:on the t.r-~aport d~on on A\lpat ~, · 
1898, a.n on the 26th ·tt llleached !ont&Ult Point, Loti l 'sland. Henry 
·we.-s wt,l J al t -through the e_.atgn, a.ri.4 worked ha:ri to g~t tnAt t'll8J\ on 
the transp<,:rt. on·- gof.t?~ up the ,g;t-ps he h~'T"t hts back .a,nd 99lllPia-tn~cl , 
of' , rt _ all ;tlle .w,,ia, and &f'\er reachi ng · ontau):. On ·the tranwport h$ 
1tolunt,un:ed ~o ca.re t<0r the· e1crk an •&.~ lfltn, the surgeon& ~4 otb$re: · ·. 
on th•e upper deck •. Il~ wMs t ,ak(rn with a. chill 1'hen ~two dey;S out Md_.· ... • 
cot:Jl not ee.t the. atinkt~ · eat an nm11t1 .h'ard t&ek, a.nd n;s ,he. wr~t.e , 
JU, • lived on four Oll~c.es' of hft.!1d me 01.lt r.om .th-, pantr-y ... --e\lLrv•d, 
as · he said, tto wh en he re ache ~ntMtk h.e . fe't'y •e:at. . On _going 
a.-ehore on the 2?tl\ 1 he -was sQ weak that he_: •a~ re11ev·o from, duty and 
a- odtor~. oa.lled. . ()he A •. P. Everett, a .cont .. t-actJ su~eon att·end-ed hil)l 
fro AQ~ .st 2'7'th ' to ·~ept. 4,_ and 1:r$a.ted. hill ror DI.IL aria, e e all ' 
the t i 111e he YfM suff~l'ing from \tphofd fever.. · He 1"7 :tn h t 'te~t on 
the g:rocrtd ~ll tbis ti e .. : He ·•rote me evera.l l•ttera,. -~but . ea.eh ti•e 

. coneeated from me tha.t he . we.a ver,y -slot •l•• h♦ would have be$n seen 
to at one-~. Hts_ prfde l trell kl)aw; and I dt not wtsb t:o do. ~y~ing 
to -bumbl~ b l m be for.e his 111en.' HGc •rot~ yerr ehetrtullY, . aaylng· · th&t 
-in a .av or t 'wo they ~o 1ld be 01M. - · 'The regimenit · dld . coti1e Olllevon ., 
the -9~.' , ' On th.e second he wrote m_e tliat hiiit dtarrn.o♦a w:e.s so bid·· 
that, ~ 8 ;_ c'oo · l1ard.ly wa;l): t but that :th& docrt&r sai· h-P would b~ :at>~,e, 
tQ stop it b- next mo·rn1J1$ an~ that ·-tn 48 h ,0-urs h.e boul h:a-ye ·8·om:e ·: •. 
s~i i d. rood. . fool". _b ey w:u get.ting nothin h.e owl eat •. 

WQll ·, on S'-,"pt, 5 P,r. Q~nc, the ·aesis~an.t s~rgeon or the · r:_egtJnent., 
irho · hal been c&i,clt, . came on. duty a.n<t at on.oe se.ld; t1phol d. He was-
ordered to the hoepi ta.1, but it was 24 hours · be for:. b.e •,e taken, as , 
no ambul,e.nce Calne fOT htm~ 'the e-pect.a.l corre~pond,&n t r tb.e . Star 
tele raphed that he h ·ad be~n · sent to .ho&p!t11ii.;.-~au•t,ected tfpbot~-­
a.nd it app-eare <>n ond~,' the 6~. . At 1Uld.n.tghi mama starte<l.. Qi.-e ··, 
arrive · 1\-t • onta.nk -the' next d~ aoou~ two n th-& •a.rtemoon -.d· b$g&A . · 
a hunt ·u,.rou h the hosptla.1,- fol' tJ\ey tept no r~o.ol"d ~s to where ,a.:m• . 
went. !ot "finding hil'!\ 91:\e went over to the c~, ·two ,mt e-s ·away, an4 
tb..~n,, found h · · had just one • . She tolloie4 -up tbt.~ cJ ue .a.11 I roun him • . 
~1nce leav'in~ Santta;go he had not had A- clianff.e of eloth l ng no'r a bath~ 

· o . a r,ro·achin _hf . , be put out- his bani an.fl 'Said 'Oh,. 111~., 1'llt 41c1 
you , cor!l.e up ' h,~re? 1 He d not want t:o be thought ·-a: baby·~ But ten 
mtnutes e.fter' he. ·t,a,1d, __ •~, i eo lal 1<m C~$• ·• ~e g ave htm ·-.. 
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bath an,1 he wen from it. quite strong. She \¥as not able to stay by 
hi1 thA.t night, though she mi ht have one so had she known. He went 
to the cor . ode eight ti es. In the morning a Dr. Hancock 1 ade an 
examination, never used a thermometer, and said, •malaria, ~o to the 
New York hospital', and inne ~ tag on his blouse. In the after-
noon he was put into a cart and h\1stled to the transport, the 1 ule 
dr ver runnin his tean art of the w~. On the trans ort he seeme 
better, an m8Jl1.8. went with. him by insistin that she had a ri ht to 

o so, an \Vas finally overlooke an stayed by hi • She ha a cot 
besi e h"m. Ile w s elirious during the 18}lt an would ca11.•atten­
tion co pa.ny•, an cal l the rol l fr m menory, the only s r :.> ant thA.t 
co l<t do so in the regiment. They first went to . Y., then back to 
Brooklyn, wher they lan ed in the afternoon. inri yo , heh no 
medic ne u to this t i e. He was ut in t e ottom of an amb lance 
and jolte overt e rou!)' cobble stones to St. Peter's llospit 1. That 
last word should be spelle •Hell', Hore mama sat by his i e for 
t vo h urs d o one c e near him. inal ty they un ressod h and 
put on un erclot es. t five o'clock they ordered her out of the 
bu· 1 in,. e rot este n . R.i s e ·:r s his mother n had ecia. 
pe it to with him, but they sai · she co•ld ot sta.y an that she 
coul c l ·n the morn'n at ten an s how e was, an t tree in 
th e afternoon m1 ht see hi1 for half an hour if he was ble to be seen, 
of which t ey WO l d be the j\l ge . 

e ent ove to the Chief S r eon, 1ajor Appel, an,_ he gave her 
an orde to the imps of St , Pet er to .let her re a1n by hi. sile or 
else he wo l r be ov They pocket the or er n ignore it . Then 
she went back to }!ajor A! pe , he ~i · th t or er s good an to 
act upon it . About half a b lock away wa the Lon Islanl Col lei::te 
Hospital, she went th re an Uncle Henry, a. gentle an from Canton, 0., 
a rien of the Presi ent an i ot e s went with her to t e hospi ta.l an 
when the oor was opene , they rushe· in. }. ar.ia sai he h 1 COi•le for 
he r son, a her s irit of e iance won. They took hil:1 gently from 
h bed on t e stretcher , e o the elevator an, as ent4y took 
hi m to he other hos ital. Here he was place on the first floor 
anl m a all.owe to stay with 1. all she wishe . He w s not hurt 

y th s removal. Vas conscious, but was very . ick. It was soon seen 
th he had typhoi an" that the joltin to hospital at 1':o tauk, from 
it to t ranspor1. an ·l then to t. Pete rs in rooklyn ha:l one h i1 i rre-
parable ar,1age . 0 Fri a;y he see!ne L no ~orse, but o . tur, AY morn 
mru a sent e e, s e at si o'clock, reo.ch ·n0 me at 9:30, t. at his 
tei n r tute w s 103.6. I starte' at once. Paul took me to cars • • 
He ha' bruu t the es~ e to e , as Dot was at her ym. I nisse 
the ten t · in fror.i . & 0 by one in te, so took the 11 t ain fron 
B. & P. . ent for Dot, ·t she 0 ot to gate s we moved off, so went 
alone in th go-cart to Brvoklyn whe e Uncle Henry met me . Took car-
rt , e to hospltal. Got there at six. Hen de lirious. Di ot 
know me . Voul put out h · s tongue to octor an also take hol of 

is to rink. Calle o t atte t on corlpAny, a then · oul call 
i erent embers of · t. About nine that evening after so,11.e sti ula.nt 
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mama stoo feel in, of hj s feet ani h 1 :in his right han . It seems 
t at he co ~1 not see when one was close by . He recognize her an l 
spoke mruna , as well as he could . She aske ' i he co ld s queeze her 
han and he did so several times . I ha his left hand , sitting c lose 
to him . I bent down an c lle hi twice just as if he were in bed up 
stairs , an 1 then sai , papa has your han . o you know it? He nod<led 
his head anc ma e a so n to indicate yes , and squeeze my han several 
ti es . Then he went off into delirium again . He new 1.e but di.i 
not a npre iate .vhy I was there , nor where . About. ten m· nutes later 
as I sat on the side of the be fanning him , he raise up , caug' t my 
fan an< began to st rug le Yd t both han s as thou running arnl fi 0 ht-
lng . I c lle out to quiet him , when he fell ack an aske , 'di · 
t h e gua rd get us'? 11 I sai no , anc besides , papa is here , so t ey 
cant get you, Henry. Ile s 1 ile and tri e · to say so . et ing , holding 
my hant · closely all th e wh ile, bu went off into not er delirium. I 

new by this ttruggl e that e co · n t live , an l tol ma.r.1.a he woul 
not live the night out. 1ama was so coj pletely oxha ste that I com­
pclle .1. h er to go to t e parlor an lie own on a cot provi e for h e r . 
Th e ea nurse, tho off uty, volunteere t stay wit hi an t call 
us if any c ange came. I had not slept a wink for anxiety the nig t 
be fore an covl , not .eep awake , bes i es , it i s always the ay when 
one o f the far1ily is sic , I ai sleepy at once . So laY own on a 
sofa besi e her . At one o'cl ck the nurse opene the or an sai 
come . We went an I thought hew ul live but a few mo . ants . He was 
quiet , a pa.rently very little pulse , an slow breath·n . I aske for 
a octor . Ile had left t i ni ht . I asked c o·ld she giv e him h ypos 

e s 'd she wo 11 o anythin~ I sai . So he had seve r al nit ro(Ylyc e r-
1.ne an strychn ne injection s anrl tv,o ounces o f whisky by hypo. By 
three o ' c loc · he was sl eeping as though pe r fec t l y ,fell. Pu l se st r ong 
Th.en apes iration broke ou t. His tempera ture was 105 when we began 
to give hypos, an the:, bathed hi1'1 in ice water . At th r ee a. m. it 
w s own to 103 , an all the nurses were smiling , h oping that t he 
c risis ha c r•1e an that he ,voul 1 · v e . I sai he m; ght if his tem-
perature went no lo er . At 3 : 30 it was 102 , with the p r ofuse perspi -
ratjon , so I knew that co llapse was c oming . A few mo ents aft r 
came a hiccough . ThA.t toll the tale , but still t h e p or boy fought 
the eneMY with great an wonderful strength . He was not conscious . 
At 9 :15 he began to moan . Had not 1aoane b efore . l•lY other began to 

oan j st befure her death . Han s anc feet wecc cold , an breathj ng 
became just br nchial, simply artificial . Someti es he stoppe so 
lon,7 that I thought hi gone , but I coul hear th e heart just x:-unning 
rapi ly anl he wo • l breathe again . · 1-,inally c ame a long intera al , 
then a strug le for bceath . He drew his face as thoueh he mi ht hav e 
a pain an v,as bravely going to resist it , but in a sec on it becai. e 
calm, an j ust as they ranJ the ~ell at the Sunday Sc ool in the East ­
ern Presbyterian Ch rch , at 9 : 30 , Heney went to Sun ~ School , an 
saw the l, ast et' face to face . 



' 
I t~o . ht 1ny' heart nou l t.> r a.s I . ,look o . at the ee.r boy I 

love · o •ell, an for am n to I i .not kno ir but I Yf&s . otnP. too. "· 
I ooul . not br at· e, I was in a convul~ on )Th ch al&rmei all. a.bo ne, 
but i t pa.s se away, a.n I em st i 11 h e e, ;though 10·· ~th?. to be w~ th · 
him.. II ama, dear ama., sat at his feet -,h le I 'W~ try i ng· to ro\l,e 
him, an for t ,o ho ., rs she pl"icye for t e li.fe of her boy. It. waa 
el)ough to melt a stone 1 · but h.er- prayers fell on rlear · a.re, &I?- 1· tui .we.a 
taken. , I cannot see ariy prov·dence or just ce n l ·t now, . e:t be I 
wi' l l so eti e, but why one ,o !air e.nd t-rue as h.e sho ·ld be taken when 
he co 1 be of so ~ch aood• an those saved YfhO .are a. curse to the · 
world and &lway ,riil. b , I ca :not Sa:/. 

We had the body emba.lA e , an sent home ... lfno~e- fienry ave us 
muoh assieta.noe Bllla and I . wen~ h e a.t 3~05 that Sunda.y aftor-
noon, & it was best Ahe get '·wher q .. c i r e t n leer. • e ot 
1:t,onie at 81p0. . I had ch 11 on the way. It -w~,a acold·: i ht. • 
St re.et , Oaroli e -'an · Dot ,i_et us., ~e to _k a. carriage, 1.i~a. an<l I an 
. ot ho.r.ie to f'ind aun, lle l n h ' co e. O&rQli-e ha.· been ,wi, th us from 
J. on A:/° be fore,, when tu~A. went awa3 .. · On. Tue■d83 orning tl:La body 0"13,e 
an la.y a11· da.Y in th.e parlor, so Henry di _ co e ho e ag&, n. l said 

1 n ren t a· a;J th~;f, he . o ld never ret • rn, . but ?e ·dtdi thQUgh he 
c ov1 d not speak • . A].1 d,e,y people came to see.him. · · on edne.ala, mor~ 
ing e..t ten o 'c'ioc h s nere.1 took ple,ce from. the Church ~ nte com-
pany c·N1e in •ca.rr ia.g s an ' broug t ·thei r gens. Tho ch rch lJ&S papked 
from ga; lery top. lJit. ot ~ eye wa.s r/ in the .h.o~se, :. · The · Y. P. 
S. C. · ., La i~s' Aid, Easton Li tera.:ry A s ciation, Pat.entOft'fc~, 
P~ Div s t on, ··· a. others sent · f lowe rs, an his c-01r1 any gave a. br ken, 
wheel. It · was MOt"c . than ,re ever 't amed o'f. · fo l not know hat 
\le M · he he.t.. · so . any f rien· s. T.ne Pa.Y Qi vis on sent r1c a letter, 
an , h n res of ~tens sent let~ e rs to us • . I enolosc the scmon. 
Aft r the se on, we c l not op n tho casket ~•in to the- bad wa,y 
th o emba.l . i g was one. You ' know h a rpies an buz'Z rds are t-ea<l.Y to · 
fee 'on a soldiers l s o · -i d that f ollow who .call~ ltdmsel f M o ·balnP 
er in Droo lyn. Neve~ .fi.ll e t.he ca.vi ies. We we t 't o Atlingt~n;, 

n the re ,. in a beautiful pot we la.i i ,. his company un<.ier coi .. . 
1 and his ca_pte,.in .f rjn three volleys over hi • · The: t40 · s1 ian 
s o n e rl taps 

1 
a.lr:tost br ,a in own n tne· last note, · f or all love the 

yo n )e $t firs r ~ee.nt in the eg ·1. cnt. Al the t · e i n Cub_a he. 
· we.s w 11 an iic bee e no n as . ho .h oNeet b oy in t o ,regh-ent. · , .. 

Al ,1: s t irst t i p; he s i tom~ w-a~, •1 have trie · ~ o be so 
. g t t lllY en that t he croa8 rinkl . ave. i ·l l ert r, f oho 

sure o . gh ~ it was a.s s ooth a a b aby; s. 
I en , you s oi.s. p or phos te. cm on Su ay, o' t 'e spot, an 

t 11 yo h w to f m. bi . , His grav.e 1 n · ber 5836 A. Go into tho 
gre> n s u ryt · 1 yo . 1, e to t l a.wk ins nion en o , the 1-eft han , e.l• 
mos o posit tho . a.nsion. '.rt ' th · ta lest, finest men11ment in· the 
gro m:l · , th e hR.n point i ng upwa.r ~ If yo etan· yo r back t'.<> ~t 
l i nen drawn pal"allel with its si es wi ll embrace hi s gra.ve, .bu~ i\ •. few ' 
rod.j so-uthwest. 
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Close by hi 1 rest fiv e oth e r boys . t aupi n, Gri f fith s, l.,ad.du x , 
Ga.ski 11 , an fir s t se r g eant Jos t , on ly- a.. year older th an Henry. • Nea.r 
tho entranc e , ~n the l eft, is Ferree. · Others wi l l s oon b e thore , f or 

e a th is after them. It is a.w fu l. 
. I n · the phos a rfl Dot ; ),' arion Yoder and t ,a.bel Webb. · He r a r ess 

was the on ly one in h i s ha,.t . She · ove ,h im e9:rly, a.n he t h o ght 
much o f her . She i s a fine g i r l an I wou l have been g lad to have 
such a lodest one about him all , hi s l i .fe . 

· Wh en his c ompany- marchb . a ?" oun hi i n t h e parlor, soi c o f t h e ' 
meh s t oop e d an kiss ' h im , oth~rs pe.tte his ch,eck; an a l l went 
with tears in their eyes. 

Captain En~ lantl , who · says h o knew you an, Alle , a.n who t ook 
All e Qr yo . on th e st r eet , , c ru:ne to s ee me . He 11a s the sen i o r c avtai n 
in the 2n Ba tt al i on , an ' sai d h 'e o ft en ocmnanr·e , th e Battalion. He 
knew th a t co ·. D. wou l be ready all r i ght, f or ·he never saw men hand-
l e 1

. bett e r theen Henry han le them. Said Regularc often stopped to 
watch him, especially v,hen he called the roJ,.l fr(){n memory. 

A man ne.med Nichols, of a finn, he ::-- e was the undertaker. Tie did 
well. Casket cos t $90. It was a white one, I. forget what they llalled 
it~ Funeral cost in allnearly $200. Of this, Henry h&~ S90 in his 
pockets, having just been paid. When he handed 1 t to mama, he tt&id, 
take ·good care of it mama, it is lilY" hard earned monet. Poor boy, he 
did not kn01., then that his life paid for it. .. 

Henry wrote me when he .first came to ~ontauk, but his embitiun 
to march up the Avenue with his reg 1. erit, and at the head of his com­
pany', made him conc eal hi.s real condit i on. He deceived &ll and even 
himself. No one thot:gh t him ·so 111.· On the d ay he went to ho,pital 
he wrote e th at a day or two the·re with g_ood food wot;ld mal..e him a.11 
ri ght. On the transport coming down, mar!la said she was wrftjns ·to me, 
and h e sat , •r want y ou to impress it u on papa that I am well.' 

If I had known anything about his con ition, even that he was 
off uty, I shou l h ave - ent mama at once ~n had remove d to the hos­
pi ta.l, but we di not know, ancl it seems to · me' th at I am ~o. ,blame for 
it all. I can never· g et over that feeling. 

Half' a colt;mn was d evoted to ·h iJ.1 i n a Galesburg pape-r. Post, 
Star and Times l).ad not · c·es. His was tne largest military funeral seen 
f or s 0 1:ie time. Since Ordway died. But ho j s gone, though I cannot 
male h iJu dead . I g o ou t t o Arl i ng ton; but I cannot mak e it that . he 
is burrie a t ray foot. It wi ll al r1a,ys seem that he i s coming hom_e 
f0 r a s we i not h a.ve h 111 i th us to wa it on, we cannot realize the 
loss. I am so gla of the te st i1 ony he gave me ' as you wi l l see i n 
the s e .nn.on. · On r eadi ng over hi 8 l ast l etters, I s ee n ow th a t L shou ld 
have tak e n the a larm and sent s ome one t see h i m, but it i s too l a.te 
to 1nen i t,. a~ I c an onl y think that I di t h e best at th e t ime. 

Alle has been with u s., and a g reat c omfort to us. To-day, 21st, 
he went bac k to h i s bus iness • . We h·a ted to 1et h im go, but h e must. 



Henry sent home a b o x from },iontau c ontaining s ouvenirs ofsome 
of his men , and soltle of his cloth ng , an the A.Y he wen t to the h os . 
sent one o f his own , saying he would tell us all a.bout them when he 
came . Had not Greene , one of the c o1 pany , 'packecl tho box f or him , 
a.n' so knew a.11 a.bout the souv eni r s , we should nev r have oun out 
anythinff about them. I will tell ye;u of sone o f thorn . He ha 
?,,auscr bullets an o l shells , a belt of Krag - Jorgenson cartrid es , 
the key to tho a.n J •an block house which was capture , by the Rough 

i ers , an wood fr r.1 it . He had ra.pj<l fire - ca ridge , <;panish ut ­
t ns an( shrapnel. A ~old com ass set in a st~eel of a ya.ch t 
that was taken from a ead pailish officer , an so11a other thin 7 s . 
One ay he fo ncl two men in th bushes de~d , who h 1 not been Jiscov­
ere , an Darahau sen and he too the belts and Krags ancl took them 
to camp , then he took a fil f men and burrie tho . They bro ght 
the euns ho1 e , e.n arghR: s n gave e the one Henry had . I ave it 
to l le . It is st aine '1 with bloo on stock an barrel , the life blood 

two ga lant 6th cavalry men. The gl:ll is sighto to shoot 1800 
yards . It takes six she ll s at a time . If tlie"'e is anything of his 
yo wo like 1 et sen you , tell what it is an~ I wi 1 o so . 

He ha been pai $90 . 00 at .ontau - , hi._ ha.rd earne 1 oney , an 
that and his clothing 1 oney an -' pay to ate o f eath an commutatj on 
o rations \Vhile in hospital , ma e some 34 . 00 more. This almost 
pays the exp e n se of his funeral. The rest will come out of the life 
insurance when pai • His life was insure fr my benefit for Sl, 000 
in the .etropoli. tan Company of ew York , taking ef feet J une 2 , lA.st . 
I propose to give him a ine head stone , to pay e~penscs , and the 
bale.nee will go to educate Dot in her Une of work , e.n to holp ~up -
port her . I cannot ,sea cent of it for myself . Dear boy , he i 
the best he knew . We coul not expect soun judgement in onP. s o 
young , especially when weakene as he \Vas by tho c arripaign. Th e doc t o r 
at the hospital sai tha,t if he had tremtth , he woul ·l pull th r ough , 
but he was weakened. 

Frien s from all ov er the lAn are writin~ us t o condole with us . 
It helps to male the bur en lighter . 

He sai ' to mama that he would never be content to stay at home 
any more , thinkin he woul get here . He wante to got into the 
regvla.r army and ha me 'le a.ppl:fcati<m or ap oint,ent but was too 
youn~J to taJ,. e the examination . He wo 1,1 have ot there s e Wa:f , I 
have no oubt . He was different from you an Al le . He never ha the 
interest in hor e that yo and he ha • He would stay ·p ti ll mi night 
an was slow to r e spond to anything . Bu t take h iJ, in anything ·n 
rhich he was eeply interestc an he ~as q~ick and alert. I could 
always appeal tp hi. s honor , . an' th at was the only wa:t I c ou 1 cont rol 
h im many tj ! es . He r es-p ise r mean things , a,nd I never knew hj to o 
a mean a.ct. He is mis se antl mourne 1 by his companions . 



our last lett e rs a:me · all r i ht . You were then at the Portugese 
l, iaco. Gla thA.t you h~ such a nice ti n.e ,v eel in about an thA.t 
yo succeede so we l in the hospital. You sp e of the postage on 
the photographs . I was the fault of the post office as it was 
weighe an they were tol it as first class mail matter for China. 
I am sorry that it cost you so much . I will insist that they be sure 
a bout tb,ings hereafter. I in that many of the phos hav e fa.de • 
If you will give me a 1 st on a separate slip , I wi 11 s~n you new 
ones . I sent one· of Henry in h · s uni'form , taken the Nf he went 
di you get that al right . Th~ trouble was with that idiot at 
Brown's who ut up my material. He put b.ypo ins tead o f sulphite of 
sou. So you s ee that it ruined ail I had . 

Doctor Herr sent me copies of your letter and sai , he WO\ 1 i 
sen me others this fall when printe1 . He wrote me when he .hear o f 
Henry's death . te had. letters frOI!l Ta.."lpa , an from Huntsville , Al1t., 
and from al l over the lan from frien~s he ha-- made . One fellow in 
th s neighborh.oo trie to say so, othin0 againtt Henry while , he was 
in Cuba. He has had a har row to hoe, an the only th ·n:, he co 1 
say was that SOJ e o the men i not li e h · m for he praye too much . 
Di not gamble nor swear , but praye . Than God that the evi-1 one is 
oblige to test i fy to h i s fait fulness. He anci rewer an several 
oth,e rs had a C. . Society in th e c u npany , and often the t ent wou ld be 
surroun e by 1 en of the re i ment as they hel their Sun ay evening 
serv i ces . I have just cleared o · t his d.esk which mamA. is to have for 
hers now . He ·had ke p t all ur le t-t. ers an -t ose from his girl fr1en s 
but I co l not ftni any o f h ·s· l etters receiv e while in the anw 
exce t one from me , the l ast he receive in ' Cuba .'H-some of the let ­
ters fro girls show up a si e . of his character that i not co.me out 
v ery often to us , h is honest , honorable side . One girl tells h'm he 
is the most honora ble younv man she ever met an begs pardon for doing 
so1,1eth lng he enoun e , an< promises to o better if he wil l only he l p 
her . 

I gave Alle the whee l an he had it fi xed up an c leaned . He di d 
no t take it with him , but will when h e c omes next spring . r. ·i.~c Bride 
an family aro in Owensboro , y . He vr ro te us a nice letter . 

I met my o l <l co. rade Fer r oe . He ha two sons , one 1st and the 
other \:ty scrgt , in the s ru e c <,11 pany . ewton di e just after they 
got ashore , and bef re his father an' 1.other coul reach hi • The two 
boys were ver':,' much alike in everyw~ . Caro lie knew them both , anr 
sa.ys that it see s strange that two boys so alike in in and senti-
ent shoul ie as they id , fro1 neg l ect . Sheri an Ferree , his brot 

~r , pai five ollars for a litt l e o~an -y on the transport , as the 
oc tors ha none , an{' it was nqessa.ry f or hi1 . I tell you , many o f 

the boys were simply m~rd red by neglect an~1 ignoranc of so- called 
s r eons . I shal aiwa.ys Sa::/ that Henry was mu r dere • Aunt Em is 
at i st e rsville . ho is going to stay away f rom ho e all vd nter . 
\till come here s01 et m, r i n~ the wi nt e r,' think . Pear-1 an Lou 
we r e in c lP bes· e the hospita at Dawson City the la.st heard. Ile 
b~i lt two goo boats an they took them own to that po· nt . 

·?,I.. ./ ft1 H4•~ a..,u._ ~ ~ ~ /. 



co,s·n Lib evnnan was marrie last month an -1 the; cBJ e here an 
staye a weok. He is an ol sol ier of the En ·neers, an is 62 years 
o age . She · s fifty. Girls lease w·th the atch. Lin a r,rote 

o re~arrl n'1 Henry's cath, an in her letter sat that sho had fina.llY 
bro} en ·1 1.,h l' 1 l Yo ng an rl ,as hapJ ier han she h been for years. 

oth · n1s but Henry's eath coul cl have made her fee · so ownhcart e 1 . 

She g·ves me the ere i of break ing it of . I sent her a letter last 
alih.10.h r1iea.ai I woul be a father to her for tthe purpose of givfng 

her advice . I tol her to get Titcomb, s Let te ,· s an rca certain 
chapters . I also told her mother that I coul not look on tho pho 
we took of the sitting roo at the house without thinking, •bea. ty an 
the beast. u I ha no.thing ag j nst h · ~ expect his apparent want of 
refine soul. 

I see that there is very uch trouble in Hainan . J an so glad 
that yo di r·ot go there . All over China is iscontent an troubly 
a s we get the news, anc' this is go·ng to make us very much worried 
for your safety this w nter . If you ha( only arranged a co e wor for 
your ad ress , I sho ld have telegraphe you th sad nevrs . However 
it will travel fast eno gh . Another boy gone to- a3 . Corporal 
Shilling, the brother of the Captain . Typhoid at }J.onta.uk . J acobson 
ied yesterday . Brother of Lieut . Jacobson , or Corp . a.she went out 

to Cuba . That akes about twenty-five in all, I think . Captain Ho -
gee wrote me this morning that Henry was like by all the c oinpanY , 
and he thought it strange for he ·,as the ex~cutive offi_c of the com-
pany who execute t tho letter all his orders , an . some of the r were 
necessarily not agreeable . It would seem that his discipl·ne took 
the course of showing men that it was f r the ; r own goo , and that 
they acquiesc e in it for that reason witho t much kicking. But, o, 
Will, it is so hard to let tha.t ,oy go . If I could have tal ed with 
htrn about the campaign, walke by his side, listene to his descript­
ions of th e scenery and sunsets an the many things he hatl to tell us, 
it w ul not have been so har , but to ie j st as he gets in sight of 
home, as it were, it breaks ~e all up . 

My foot i healin~ slowly. It mus get well for Henry pra,yed 
with dying breath that it might, a.nd ·t seems that rod may answer that 
much at least . I walk bout the hall a little to see ho it will 
go, but the hole is a bi~ one yet. I was asleep at the office rorn 
exhe.ustion three days aP,O, when I heard Henry speak at my . i e just 
as plainly and as loudly as ever he spo e to me, • r#hy, papa~ I prayed 
that yo r foot mif,ht et ell.• I awoke with a start looke to 

. seo him, an1l cc ·ld not believe th?.t he was not the.re unti 1 the ' sense 
of lo s came an then I cried. If the ead a.re perP1 t t e to co1'1e 
to us in any way, then I have seen m the.r and Fred, an . have heard 
Henry's v . ice. ince that moment have no doubt f the cure of my 
foot. Geor o Villiarns is here. He ca..T!le to get the a.ffi avits of the 
undertaker an'' minister to proofs of death. He J11Ai led a ret tor to 
yo via the Peking, as i d a small one. Th·s wil go by Vancouver • 

• 



sup sc that a let te r :vri 11 come fron yo by the Vancouv e ·r ro t e, but 
the mail clos e s h ere before I can get yours. o questions re~ain un-
answe r ed . I am g et ti ng th i ngs into shape I have made app l'cation 
.for the rema i nder of hi ·s pay, and to-morrow will file tho proofs of 
death. · · 

I have )een closin~ up the desk, taking everyth'ng out o f it. 
Dot gets the desk , and mama takes hers. Auntie sleeps in that room 
as Grace and Dpt have the JT1 iddle (me. e . Le Due- has sold out an 
move d down into city. Got a house on 17th street, and $1500 to boot . 
Likes his honse . Auntie to trade her wheel with Mil l er for something 
she can ride. Think chainless not a very bi success . Your life 
premi m for October is here. I will pay it. That idiot of asset's 
does not seer~ to be about anymore. , Money and sympathy thrown away. 
Street was home thirty days with children and h a good t · me. Is 
~ e l l. Learned to ri d e whee l with .<;me lesson. ~c Prf de wishe to 
be remembe e to you. Also uncle Henry.. Villa is bet t er. Had sftr.le 
o ,eratjon that Kit di d . Has one of her little sisters there with 
h e r. Aunt Aruba is dead. Only Aunt SUsan, aunt Polly, Uncle Henry 
and Jacob left. Jacob is Villa's grandfathe~. 

Grace s with us yet, but I guess she will o soon. Is not of 
much use, and worries mama. She has very little sense , and not a 
part5cle o~ anpreciation. Nev e r thinks to j ump up and do a thing which 
she sees mama about to do, but ~ould sit and see her o t • 

Dot beg ins her music with Bischoff next month , also begins gym 
wi th Prof. Joyce and with Friends School . Alle is to have a new dis-
t r'j_ct and · rnay have to keep bachelbr>s hall this winter . He will be 
back fron the river ·a t a station . He is a dear goo boy and tne R's 
love him about as well as we do . Mrs. R. is some better. She was 
talking with mama , saying what should she · o but die whenJ\ale took 
Carolie away . Rose said she ought to be thankful that so nice a man 
as ~lle Dobson took h_er and not to repine . The boys think l,lr . Alle 
is perfection. Well, he is splendid . No boy could be kinder than 
he was to me. Just think of his carrying me up all those steps at the 
Union Station , Georgetown , so I woul not have to -chang e cars in get ­
tjng honie from Arling ton . We hadbeen to v isit Henry~ Hummer ha.s a 
new house just up , next to where the octor lived on J.!ass. Ave . , west 
of Hat tons . They are closing us in gradually. Guess Roosevelt wi 11 
be g overnor of New York , or rec e ive the nom. 

While 'in Landers, barber shop gettiqg my hair cut to-day - -the 24 t h 
I saw t h e band master of the · regiment. He told me nuch a.bout Henry . 
Said that no one tho ght that he was very ill. Complained that he 

_ h a d rheunati sm, but thought_ that he would be able to march up the 
Av enue . He sai that , as he was at headquarters most of the time, 
he knew h ow Henry was re=>arded, anu that he was t o be promoted the 
very next vacancy. He had heard. Col. H. and others talk a.bout him, 
and had heard h i.m cal led the best soldier in the regiment . So we hear 
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men talk of him, an it makes us feel more deply the loss. It was 
the terrible will, such as I have had all my life, not to give up, 
that warped the boy's jud!ement and kept him from goin to the hos­
pital. 'lben Phillips said that he sent one of his men to the hospital 
who, when he left the band quarters h&d no fever. He was jolted over 
t~at r<.>ugh road A.s Henry was and when he arrived at the hospi ta.l his 
temperatur-e was 106 and the boy unconscious a.mt rema.inecl so with 
temperature at 106 until he died. a.8 emphatic that more men were 
ki 11 ed in thA.t way than fell at Santi9go. 

It wi 11 haunt roe all my days that I did not send maina. as soon 
as the boat lMded. 'lben we might he.ve saved him. I ought to hA.ve 
known that he was ill from what he wrote. · I knew his disposition was 
not to be known a8 a baby, but as a man, and as I had said to him 
that unless he took g ood care of himself he wot:ld not come back with 
them, he kept it from me lest I might think hi1 a weakling. So, 
what I inten ed for his good, resul ·ted to his hurt. lfel , I think 
if the boy could come and see. e now, he would forgive me. 

~8ll1a calls to min that I spoke to him when he was lying on the 
bed in the hospital and told hi11 he was going home, when he tried to 
speak, and then I told him not to fear that he was goin "'to Jesus and 
woul not suffer more. I reme uer his efforts to speak in reply, but 
he could not. Dear boy , I have watched him so earnestly all his 
life and hoped that when old he would be with us, but he goes in the 
flush of his youth. Alle calls to mind that he hA.d his boyhood and 
young 1nanhoo without a care until he took it upon hiaself, While he 
and you were deprive of much of yours. I feel this. I a.m g1"'1 
that we placed no burdens on him. He did not like his pl'ace in the 
office, tho gh he wo 1 have stayed there until he could have got 
i.nto the reg lars. He felt proud to tell mam,,_ that he would give 
her SlO every month, an ct ave her S5 .00 of his first pay111ent, as he 
had some debts ·wlicb'i l told hi he sb.oul paY first. Poor boy had 
no other pay ay except to take it to ~ 12, for he went into ser­
vice Ma.,y 13. Just four months a soldie r. 

If you cou ld hear people s eak of him, now, before they forget 
him, I would be glad. \'nlen you come to this ci ·ty, eight years or 
seven years from now, few will sa.,y much about him, but you will go out 
to ArlinP-ton and stand by his grave. How he gazed at yo thro the 
car window that day you left here. I saw him and will never forget 
it . We cannot mal: e him dead , a.nd I do not think we evor will. 

Sept . 27, 1898. Your letter of the 24th or Au"'ust, a ' dressed to 
Dot has come. It came by Empress of In ia., and this will go back by 
the same boat . As I sent one by the Peking, and as George sent one, 
you may learn the sad. news be f re this reaches you. 'e are so g l d to 
get th~ photo:Traph. You never looked so well before. If you can 
only keep in good healt' , what a power vf usefulness you m_NJ be in 
the world. You have the physique, you have both mor-al arid physical 
courage_t 8.l).d your judge1 ent is growing, so that you shot: l :l be able to 
meet anyth1n0 bravely. 



• 

Poor Henry ha the co1,1rage, but of course had not the ju e ent of a 
')llan. George Haldorn, one of his c ompany went to Garfien yesterday-. 

e tri ed 'to get h · , he me · to care f or h r:1 , but he g< t o ff before we 
co eet t hi H~ sa i that the lA.st time he saw Henry was about 
two o 'clocK.~t C p Wikoff. Henry called h m, ancl on looking out of 
is t ent savr Henry sh 1 vertng wi h noth ng on but un ere loth es . He 

was veey s ck an H l orn wra pe h · s blanket bo t both an went to 
the sink wit h '1 an then tucked h m in h sown blankets . Hal orn 
was imself 1 l l, but not so ill as Henry . ama. was willing for th t 
to ta.k h m ho:f'le an•l c re for h or e s no ho e , aving cm, e 
fro. Oregon here. So ny oft em n are bitt r against Ho ges . It 
can nev r app a.r r 1n t to m that he sb.o ·l take Henry off iuty an 
not co1 pel hi to go to the hosp tal. Doth g a lett e from a 
Seo .t at Ta.:,pa , who ha. wri ten · e'!.'" to now if th name she saw 
pap r 'la really Henry. She tel ls s o his st ·ru les agaf. nst he 
tom tation to let th'ngs 0 0 as they i 0 ht in Tampa, as so many of his 
mer ha given the selves up to temptat on . She 1s librarian o f the 
C. E. at the Y. • C A roo1 s . He c . a th ,re , c ame 11t.tn, a.n each 
ti rac eive help an strength an spoke well in the eetinge, telling 
o his trials. She saw hi1 just fore he saile &~a.y an sai he was 
happy, havinY conquere an ha· organize a society o C. E. This 
was ke:,t p all the time . It 11as a pretty har place for a boy l ike 
hi , b t thank Go he withstoo all an is safe now. While we :i.iss 
h · an ourn hi , we kno that si an crime wi ll never cla.i hi , 
an i as or us; 1 s father an rno t ' er, we have two boys l eft us an ' a. 
clear- 1a1.1g. ter , an shall not be forsaken, an l eai des, it is only a 
littl e way own, now . Only a fe years. 

You s poke in y ur l etter o f ray bei n.:, orbi • 'l'b.a:t is wha.t I 
have fu mt a.g- · ns all s r er , but the truth was burne-l into eo l 
th;,..t Henry w , 1 i not co e ba.c to s alive. It ·1ta not orbi ness 
but a pre ,1onit ion A.1 ounting to certa nty. I kn wit when I lay on 
at night , when I awo e n the 1orning , ev ery ho r It ou-~t o f it., 
j st as v r:, a.our I now think of if I ha< only sent arna when he 
first la · e 'l I · ~ht have sav hi fter all. 

On Sun'lA.Y I p t two pieces fro Dot's leP-" into my heel an ooth 
are firmly in place , so I hope that I shall soon be able to wa.lk again 
}. am.a a.n Dot, are boun· to hR-v .r. LeDuc 's horse an,\ carriage . He 
lets it or keep , ~ Ellis has a st a ble . They want t.o try it f or- a 
month , an I guess the only way to l et them have enouah of it is. to 
let the try it. 

I fear that you are to have tro ble in ChJna th s w nter. 
is o much unrest , a, war is ra~ ng in so any places , that I 
yo, 11 not scape . ell your lives early as possi le if i ·t comes 
to that . I shoul· be re dy fo r them. Alle re ched h e all r ight . 
Every one I se~ asks about you an sens love ah best wishes. 

~~J ~~~ 
~~!)~ 




