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FROKHAL FRITSRSY PRAJECT
Amarioan Guide, (Begro Writers'! Unit)
Jagkgonville, Florida

!

Rachel Austin ' \ Slave Interview

Secrotary o April 168, 1927 '
Coumplate

1,37 Worde Qavborn Gantling.

8 Tesps |

Olaybora Gentling wes born in Daweon, Gcorgie, Terrell Jounsy,
Jamary 20, 1848 on the plantation of Judge Williams,

Juigs Wlliaag owned 102 heads of slaves and was knoma to be
"tolable nios to'em in eome woys and pretty rough on ‘em ia other ways"
says Mr. Gantling, "Be would'at git us no coffee, '0spt on Humday tiorm-
inga when wo would have shorts or seoonds of wheat, whieh ia de loavins!
of flour ot 2i'lg, yu' know, Vut we hod tlonty bacun, cora bdread, taters
and poas,

" A9 a ahild I uster have to tote water %o 48 old peo;led on de
farm and tend 42 gows an' feed de shssp, Now, I coft!say right 'sadkly’
how thirge wug during zluvery 'csuse its bsan a long time age dut we had
cottn and corn fiolds and de hands plowed hard, picked eotton, grabbtled
peadcrs, gnihsrod peae and done all tho othor hard work %o be dome cu &0
plantations, I was not blz 'maff to du all of dem thinge dut I seed plonty
of 1t done, | | |

"Dey mals 1ye eosp on de farus and used indigo from wood for &y,
Ve niggers olept on hay niled on top of planko dut de white folks had
botter beds, - - | - |

"'I ﬁopi ‘membor my grandiparents tud oy za vas called Harriod
Willioms and my pa was called Henry Wililams; dey wus called Willians

a{ter x:w master, My ma 2nd pa worked very hard and got some beztings btat
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I dont know vhat foy, Dey was all kinds of monay, five and ton dollar
bills, ard 20 on than, duj I Aidnt$ ¢vor see than with @.

"Men vxc same along and Shirmen asme thron@n the old.poophwiu
very skpesed on goeccunl of the white ovners but thore was no fizhting
Clooe % me. My master's sons Lee and Fletcher joined ths army and lots
of de other masters vent; de se. vants wus gent along to wait on do young
viiite @en, Owose you'd like to know if any were killed, 'I should s:dle,!
two I know wexe killed,

" Wparing those dsys for medioine, the old people used such things
es butterfly root and tutterfly te3, oa@ tea, red oak Yark, hin ecat -
somothing that grow - was sed for fevers and bathing ehildren, They
wus whits doctors sud plenty of ocolored grannies,

Mhso 39 Yankeed cand they asted diffunt and was naturally better
to cervants than our cwsters had beenj we colered follks done the dest we
o.uld but that was not so good right after freedoz. St111 it growed om
and growed on getsing detter,

"Bofore freedom we always went to white clmrches on Yandaye with
passes tat t!ui‘“ﬁcnr ment ioned Godi’ they alrays told us to be "goed mgpn
andl mind our missus and masters.”

*Judge Williams had ten or twolve heads of children but I cant
‘momber the names of ‘em nowy his wife wans 6alled Mis! *Manda and ahe
was Jes' "bout' lak Marse Williama, I had 'bout eighteen hoads of doys
and five sirls nyself; dere was 80 many;, I eaa' 'mezder all. of dem,"

Mr. Gantling was aaksd to relate some incidents that he eould
renember of the lives of slaves, anmd he ocontimeds

"Hell, the horn would blow o%ery uorning for you to git up and go
rt@xf— to workg -honz the cun ris' 4f you were not in the field working, you

would be whipped with vhips and leather strops. I 'member Aunt Detsy wag
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deat until she oonld ha:ﬁy 9t aloag, b I oan' ‘acndor M for bnt do
~ you know she hsd io work along till” shs got bouor. Wy ma hnd to vom
pretty hord tus umy oldest sister, July, was $00 yoang to work mmch,

"A hoap o' a8 slaves wxld run away and hide in de woods to keep
fram morking 8o hard But the white folks o kee thom from Funning awsy
8" that thoy eculd not kotch fem vmid tut u chain arcumd ﬁe Bsack whiech
wuld hang dowa Whe back and be fastemed on to another ‘roumd the waiet and
anothor Yzoumd the foet so thay could not rum, sMiil thay had o work and
slaen 12 Yenm, “tooz gqmtmwo they would wear these chains for threo cr
four muths, L |

%adﬁemlduo they hsd wooden doxss to rub ‘em in and
éog holes anl juat pud them ln. A slave =dght go to a sister or bro;;her's
fuporTal,

"My reoollecticn 12 very bad and o mmch iz forgotten, dus I have
seon slaves wold in droves 1ike cows} ﬁ:oy culled ‘en 'mﬂp«.' and
wte mon wus drivin® Yem 1ike hoga m cows for sale, MNothers amd
fathoie wore 80id and‘ parted from their chilluni they wig sold to whits
peorle in Aiffunt states, I Sell you chile, 1% was pitiful, tud God a1d
not led 4% last olvays. I have heard slaves morning and night pray for
deiiverance, $ou¢ of 'em vouid stand up in de fields or bBand over cotion
sad ooxfn and pray out loud for God to belp ‘em and ia time you ses, Ne did.

ey had wimd you call “pntiyronorn' who wo.ld catch you {rom
home and ‘wear you cut! and send you back to yuar mnster, If a master had
sluves ho Jeo' could not rule (eaxie of 'em waz hard and Jes' would not mimd
40 do3s), he wonld eek: him if he wanted to go to another plantation and if
he eaid he did. thou. he w1ld glvo him a pass and that pass would reads
*34ve this niggar hell.® Of course when the “pa tyrollers® or other plane
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$ation boss would sad the pass he would Beat him mearly o dsath end
send hin back, Of course the nigger could not road and d14 not kmow
what the pass sald, You ses, dey d1d not ‘lew no niggr to bave a book
o pleos of paper of any kind and you koow dey wis Bo% g9 $eath any of
fem to read, | \ ' |

“De m had 4% hard %00} women with 11t4le babies would ﬁan to
go %o work u&umminy vith m rest, como back, marse their chiljun
end go badk to the field, stay two or thres hours then go dack and eal
dinner; after d'nner dey would have $o g to de field nd stay two or \hr«
wore hours then go anquo\homum again, €0 bdeck to the field and
stey 111 night, One or mayde two old women would stay ina big house snd
keop ell de chillua while their mothers worked in de fields,

®Sow dey 1s a heap more I oould $ell mayde dus I don$ think of
no more now,®

Mr. Gantling came $0 Florida to Jennings Flantation near Leke
Park and stajed t'o Joars, then went to Everett's Plantation and stagyed
one year, From there he went to & placed called High Hill end stmd
two or three ﬁuo. Ho left there and wont $0 Jasper, farmed and stayed
untli*ho ‘moved hig family to Jaaksonville, Nere he worked on pablie
works until ke started ralsing hogs and chicksns which he contimued Up
to about fanrtnn yoars 2o, How. he 1e $00 0ld %o do anything tué tust
1.t around end talk and eab.” | - :

Be uvu with his dan@tor. lrs. Minnie Holly and her huband.
Mr. Den Holly on !.ee Street,

Mr. Gantling canno$ read or write, but is very interusting,

' Bo has been a memder of the Africsn Methodist Epiecopal Ctmreh

for more than fifty years,

Be has a very good appetite and although has lost his teeth, he



" reges
has never worn a 7late or had any deatal work dome. Ko is never sick
and has hed but 11itile medical att—tion m;., his lifetime, His fom
10 bent and be valks with a canej although his going i¢ confined 80 his
hong, it is from choice as he seldom wears shoes on aocoumt of bdad feet.
'm. ayesight 1o very good and his rotty is esving, He threads his owe
noedles without assistance of glasces as he has never worn them,
Mr. Gantling eelebrated hig 89%h birthday oo Ahe 20h day of

Novaber 1926, | |

" He is very mmall, ales very shordj guite active for his age and
of a very genial disposition, alvaye emiling, /
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Rachal Austin _ Slave Interview
Secret ry . , -
Coanlote

1. Interview with Mr. (Olaybom Gantling, ulo Loe Bdreet, Jackson-
ville, Florida,
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