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Jaokoonv 111 o, l''lo1•1do 
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. 68? Words· 
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3luvo In ten 1 ov1 
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John A. S1mma 
E41tor 

Fronk Berry • 11V11J6 at 1614 \7oot Twonty-oooor''-' 

Street,. JnolwonviUe, Florida, oloimo to be a �andoon ot 

Oaooo1a, loot ti6ht1ns oi11ot o! tho Som1no1o tribo. Dorn 

in 18�0 of o mother VJho VJao rnrt ot tho human chattel 'to­

loneine to one o:r tho naarnooo of Aloohua CoWlty in Flor10o, 

he acrvod .vnx-1ouoly durillG hie lito ae .a Stnto nnd ·Fodorol . . . 

Government contractor, Unitod :ltntoo Uarahol (1881)1 Rec1s­

trot1on Inspootor (��79). 

Dt'inc onl.7 o1ght years of ago VJhon the lbano1put1on 

I)roolamation v1oo 1asuod1 he rcr:lombore little ot his lito nc a 

olnvc. !he manter VIE.\G kind 1n nn impersonal \"lfll uu.t mcuo r.o 
t . . " 

provision for bia freedmen aa did mnny other southornoro--

usunll� in the form ot land crnnto .. •nl thoueh bo cnvo thor., thol r 

1'roe4om as OOOll llD the proclamation Wt\B 1sou.e(l. Berr1 loarnod 
y 

from h1o eldoro tho t the tit mtktor was a noted 4ueliat ,£snd 

omod several :fino pistols oomo ot t;h1oh hove VOl'Y bloody 
; . 

hiotories. 



It was du.ri.ne the hectic da.vs that tollov1ed the 

Civil Ua� t!wt Berr7 servod in the atore-m ont1oned off1o�a. 

l�e held his· ma.rsba:la�p undor a J\ldge King of Jacksonville, 
.. ' 

Florida. As 
. 

·state and Fodenl Government C ontractor he built 

many pu.bl1c etru.oturos, a· tev1 of \·ihioll are still S.n uao, 
. . . 

amonc th.em �h<J Jettioo at l.tnyport, Florida which he helpod to 
"· ··':. 

bu.114 �d a Jail at Hieh Springs, Florido. 

It woe lluril16 the Vl&r boiiween tho Inhiana and 
. 

. . 

aettlero that Bo.rry'a e,rudmothor, servi.DB ao a nuroo at Tompa 
. . . 

Bay wae oaptuetl by the Indians a n<l carried &VIay to beoome the 

squaw of tl:o1r ob1ot: ahe .. wna 1.8 tor ro-oopttll'ed . by hor owners. 

This was ·'!l oonmon p.rocod\Ue, aooor4ina to Bor.ry'a statom onta. 

Ind1ono otten oopturod slaves, partiau.ln�J.y t ho nomen, or n!do(·: 

in their oooapo and almont al\·f11B intermarried with tbom. The 

rod uon wero credited with inoi ting mnny upr1ai'neo onll whol.o­

sal� oeoopoa omone tho slevoo. 

Ool1llt�·tro11oa (drinoeo) nero qu.ito oi'ten attondod 

.bY Izid1a.ne, ?(hoae m�1n rcf\aon for eoing wao. to obtnin Ylhlakoy, 

t.or whioh tbQY had o vory s trono .to:ulnol!s•· Berr1 Gesoriboo Ln ·· . .. . ·. .  . . 

1ntox1oatod Indian aa a·"tornado m�d man" arid reoalla a hair 

raising 1no1dont tbnt onded in· tra6�4y :rq·r the oftende.r. 

A group o:r In�ians were a ttend1ll6. one or these 

frolics at Fort Hyora and everythlne nent well �til one ot 



tho nwnbor 'Loowno in tox1ontoa, tor1• oriz1nc tho Neeroea rd. tb 

bullJin61 ond fight11'l8 anyone \"Ji th '"'hom he ooul4 "pick" a 

quarrel, · "Dis Oharlio" an u.nolo. o! tho narrator wali prooent 
' 

. . 

an(l V111on tho · rod man oballensod him to a tight made a quick 

end of him by breakiDB hia nook at ono blow. 

For two yoare he VJ80' boo.nded b� reven{;eful Indians, 

who luld nn unoanny Y.la:J of ferrot1nc; out bia Tlhareabollta. no 

mnttor whoro he wont. etten hc:t e,.ghted thea vJliilo workinG in 

the t'ioldO An(l \"/OUl.d bo forood to flOO to OOC10 othe1• vlnoo. 
, .. 

This continued Vt1 th many hairbreadth oeco.pes, until he \788 

forootl to move oev�rol o to teo nwa�. 

Derry rooslla tho old dn1a cf black ar1etouraoy 

vrhen NeGroes hold hich poli tiO{tl of!ioee. in the oto te of 
. . . 

Flol"idn, \1hon negro traaosrn,.-,n and r:ro!oas1onalo oompotec1 t 

suoceestu.Uy and Wlmolestod w1 th thc:t \7h1 toe. 7.!any ·fortunes 

wore modo ey mer .. ·.-Jho aro now llttle !JOl'O thnn begeoro. To 

thiu croup boloneD tho man \.ho in epi te of l .. O(htcrid circum-

otanooa m&n&GG still to make. on o think ot top hats and state 
. 

a!tnirs. Although small ot sta ture and nlmont d1oobled·by 

rhoumat1am, he has tho
.

t1ory dienity·cnd atra1aht baok t��' 

wo aasooi�te � th men .vzho have rulod othore. At t:�e BfllllO timo 
."' .I 

he might alee bo chnrno ·tor,1zoc1 a� a · ewoot old per a on, ,.,1 th all 

tho tender rom1n1soenoea of the old aaya nod tho ohild1oh • 



. . 
proJud1coa aca1nst all th�ca now. As m1cht be expected, he 

11vos in tho pnot nnd nlwayo ie delighted whenever ho io nsked 
I 

. . 

to toll abollt the only lite thnt f.o haa ·e·vor ronlly live<l. 
. . 

To�other ,.,ith hi a aced vr1fo ho lives ,-;1 th hi a \Jh.ildren nnCl 1o 

known to local .roliof ncenoieu v:b.o nllpplement tho vo1•y emall 

income. ho. now derive& t'r.om what is left of tJhat \"las at ouo 

time o oonsiue.rnblo fortune. 
I . 
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