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‘Frank Berry, livihg at 1614 Vost TWodty-aooona
Street, Jackoonville, Ilorida, oclaims to bLe a ¢randson of
oscoola, lﬁat Llghting 6hief of tho Sominole tribe. DIora
in 1858.01 6 mother who was ;art of the human chattel toe
longing to one of tho Iearnsos of Alaohua County in Tlorida,
he secrved varioucly duriﬁg his 1ife ae a 8Stsic nnd'chogall
Governnont oontractor; United Sputos Narshal (1881). Regis~-

tration Inapootor (1679).

Being only oight years cf age whon the Emancipution
Proplamation vno issuod, he rcmembore little of his 1life na a
slave. The master was kind in an imporsonal way but mcdo ro
ﬁroviaion fbrAhis frecdmen as did many other Southernors--
uaunlly in the form of land grants-=-although lLio gove tﬁom thel r
froedonm ds.noqé ea the prooclamation was ismued. Berry learnod
from his €ldors that their ma:ter was a noted duelist -snd
ownod several fine piatolé oome of vhich have very bloody

hiastories.



It was during the hectic days that follo'v)éd the
Civil Var that Berry servod in the afore-montioned offices,
He held hia':haraha_lahip under a Judge King. of Jacksonville,
Florida. As ,‘State. and Federal Government contr'aotor he built
meny pudlic sfrustures, a fev/ of which are still in use,
among them th,a Jettios at Mayport, Florida which he helped to
,bﬁild and a Jall at High Syrings, Florida, |

' It was Juring the war Vetween the Indians and

. gettlers that Borry's grandmothor, serving as a nurgo at Tampa
Bay was captured by t}w Indians ani ocurried avay to beoome the
squaw of their ohief; ahe_fwAaa later ro-captured by her cwners.
This wan"g common procedure, ahooéding to Borry's statemonts,

‘Indmr:in often oapﬁui'ed slavoes, particalarly tho vomen, or sided
in their oscape and almout aliays intermarriod with them. The

~ rod nen were crcdited with inoi ting many uprisings and wholo- '

sale essapes among the slaves.

Country frolios (dances) wero gquite often dttended
by Indiane, whose main rouson for gelng was to obtain whiaicey.
for wt_xioh tpo:; had & very atrong;_fondnoas.' Berry cesoribes &n
1ntoxioétod Indian as & "tornado mad mon®™ ené recalls & hair

raiging incidont that cnded in tragady for the offender.

A group of Indians were attending one of these

frolios at-Fort Nyors and everything went well until one of



tlio numbor Vooamo intoxicatod, terrorizing the Negroes v.ith
bullying, and fighting an&one vith vhom he oould "pick" a
quaérel.‘ "Big Charlio" an uncle. of the narrator was present
and vhen tho red man challenged him to a f£ight made & quick
end of him by breaking him neck at one blow,

Foé two yoars 50 vas: hounded by rovencotﬁl Indians,
‘who had an unoanny wey of ferretinc out his vhereabouts no
matter whoro he wont. Often he sighted then while working in
th.e fields and would be foreecd to floec to mome cother place.
Thia cohtinuea ﬁith many hairbreadth escapes, ﬁntil he vas

foroed to move several states aviay.

Berry reecalls the old days cf black Ariatooracy
when Negroes held hich political otfioces in the otate of
' Florida, vhen Negro tradosmnn and professionals compoted ,
succesafully and ﬁnmolestod with'the wvhl tese :lany fortunes
weres nmado Ly men who aro now little more thnn beggaors. To
tils group bLolongs the man vho in spite cf rocucecd ciroum-
ostancoa manage still to make ono think of top hata and state
affairs, Al%hough amall‘ot stature andtﬁlmont disatled by
rhoumatiam, he has tﬁo'fiory Aignity cnd straight baok that
WO ﬁ’asooiqte vith men wlo have ruled otherse At t.e samo t1mo
hé might alse be charactarized as a swoot old person, with all

tho tender rominiscences of the 0ld days and the childish .



pfoJudiooq against all yhinga nove. As might be expectod, he
1livos ip tho pagt ond always ie dolighted whenovor Lo 1o asked
to toll abqut the only 11fé that ko haw over roally liveds
Together wilth Lis agad-vifa ho lives with his children &nd 1s
kgown t0 local relief agencles who'sgpplement the vory small

income ho now derives from what is left of what was at ono

time a gonslderablo fortuue,
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. Personal interview with subject, Frank Berry,
‘1614 tiest Twenty-Seocond Street, Junoksonville, Florida,
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