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WONDERCAVE, Mr. & Mrs. W. James Brace, P. O. Box 1369, ,San Marcos,
Texas 78666 (512) 392-3760 3/70

ETC. Millions Slip through Hands!
-- Edith M. Lederer

The followingarticle was sent to us from the Gurleys, Cathedral Caverns.

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) --Arnold Batliner has let millions of dollars slip through
his fingers in a secret room high up in the St. Francis Hotel.

Batliner , 63, is the hotel's moneywasher.

He spends 8 hours a day, 5 days a week tumbling thousands of coins through an
anttque.sijver- washer that resembles a pirate's treasure chest.

For 40 years, shiny coins have been a trademark at the bars, restaurants and
concessions in the 14-story hotel on Union Square.

"Wereceive constant complimentary commente from customers, guests and 10-
cal-people that come infrequently to get clean St. Francis money;" said Wm. G. Quinn,
vice president and general manager.

For Batliner, whohas been chief and only money washer for 10 years, "it's just
a job--like bangingon a typewriter. You don't think about the money. II

On an average day, Batliner washes about $2000worth of coins.

"But you've got to wash all day to do $200worth of pennies, II he said. "They're
hardest to clean because they're copper and you have to use acid first. n

Batliner brings the coins to the secret room from the accounting department on
a money wagon, sorts them in an antique sorting machine and then puts them in the wash-
er with a dose of buckshot and four-spoons of silver burnishing soap for an hour and a
half.

Lifting the lid of the treasure chest washer containing 10,000 dimes, he pointed
to the gray soapy water and said: ''See.howdirty it is. "

Batliner then took two pails of cold water, rinsed off the soap and began scooping
out the coins and buckshot--it helps scour the coins--and putting them through a great
strainer.

The sparkling wet dimes left in the top of the strainer were then carried across
the room and placed on a blanket-covered table beneath three heating lamps to dry.

"It takes about 20 minutes. The dimes dry very slow because there are too many
of them. They're too compact," Batliner explained. "Quarters dry very fast. So do
nickels. II

--A letter from your Secretary has been dispatched to Mr. Batliner--hoping he'll
be able to offer some effective hints for cleaning wishing well money.



CORRECTIONS TO Membership List printed in this issue of DOWN UNDER.

Following caves should appear under current listing, with corrected expiration dates.

CARLSBAD CAVERNS NATIONAL PARK, Carlsbad, N. M. Hon.

ICE CAVE, Mr. David Candelaria, Box 12000Ice Cave Road, Grants, N.M. 10/70

MAMMOTH CAVE NATIONAL PARK, Mr. Robert Bendt, Supt., Mammoth Cave, Ky. Hon.

NATURAL BRIDGE CAVERNS, Mrs. Clara Heidemann, Rt. 3, Box 515,
Natural Bridge, Texas 78218 (512) 651-6101 11/71

OLENTANGY INDIAN CAVERNS, Mr. Floyd R. Artman, 1779 Home Road,
Delaware, Ohio 43015 10/71

ONONDAGA CAVE, Mr. Fred O'Dell, Leasburg, Mo. 65535 (314) 245-3515 11/71

PENN'S CAVE, Mr. W. P. Campbell, Centre Hall, Pa. 16828 (814) 364-1664 6/70

WONDER CAVE, Mr. Frank Raulston, Monteagle, Tenn. 37356 (615) 467-3523 12/71


