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OMEKA IN THE ARCHIVES 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Administration: encouraging shift from technical services to outreach
Melanie: technical side of the process
Andy: implementation at USF



BEFORE OMEKA: PHYSICAL EXHIBITS 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Before 2011, all USF exhibits were physical, with accompanying challenges and limitations:
-Space limitations: trolley car holds ca. 50 items
-Security limitations: glass case, in a publicly accessible space after SPC closes, not alarmed or monitored
-Preservation limitations: lights at top of the case are hot!
-Format limitations: size, no digital materials
-Mounting challenges: one door…
-Early alternatives to the trolley car: podcasts, LibGuides. All not ideal for a variety of reasons.



 “Omeka is a free, flexible, and open source web-publishing 
platform for the display of library, museum, archives, and 
scholarly collections and exhibitions. Its “five-minute setup” 
makes launching an online exhibition as easy as launching a 
blog.” 

 Separates website authoring and website creation 
 Administrative interface: no HMTL, PHP, CSS required 
 Backend: HTML, PHP, CSS required 

 

ENTER OMEKA 



 Institutional archives: Centennial Memories at BGSU 
 User contributions to archives: April 16 Archive 
 Content management: Gothic Past 
  For the classroom: Making the History of 1989 
 In the classroom: Dick Dowling and Sabine Pass in History and 

Memory 
 International in scope and audience: Hong Kong’s War Crime 

Trials Collection 
 Exhibit building: Lincoln at 200 

 

OMEKA IN ACTION 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Various uses for Omeka

http://memories.bgsu.edu/
http://april16archive.org/
http://gothicpast.com/
http://chnm.gmu.edu/1989
http://exhibits.library.rice.edu/exhibits/show/dick-dowling
http://exhibits.library.rice.edu/exhibits/show/dick-dowling
http://hkwctc.lib.hku.hk/exhibits/show/hkwctc/home
http://hkwctc.lib.hku.hk/exhibits/show/hkwctc/home
http://lincolnat200.org/


OMEKA.ORG VS. OMEKA.NET 

Source: http://info.omeka.net/about/ 



 Open source – free! 
 Enables a focus on content rather than programming and 

infrastructure 
 Built-in functionality to load items, create collections, craft 

exhibits 
 Metadata support 
 Native support for a variety of media, including images, text, 

audio, and video 

THE PROS 



 Open source – not a lot of “vendor” support 
 No quick-and-dirty anything with Omeka.org 
 Digital preservation a challenge 
 Systems documentation vs. web publishing documentation 
 Out-of-the-box functionality (or lack thereof) 

THE CONS 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Quick and dirty alternatives: Flickr for photos, Blogger / Wordpress for more expository content
Quick (although not cheap) alternative for content management: ContentDM
Not a sophisticated content management system – if a CMS is needed, try Fedora or DSpace



THE NUTS & BOLTS 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Admin dashboard used to access different modules
Modules: Items, Collections, Exhibits, Simple Pages
Items go into collections and/or exhibits
Metadata: Dublin Core
CSV Import
Web 2.0 features



MORE NUTS & BOLTS 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Exhibits module: simple WISIWYG interface. Simply fill in the blanks, and the back end of Omeka does all of the coding for you. 
This page completely editable at any time: can change exhibit url, title, order of the sections in an exhibit, order of the pages within a section



AND MORE NUTS & BOLTS 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Items: Omeka supports the use of full Dublin Core metadata, or modified (“light”) Dublin Core – some tweaking of Exhibit builder code required to modify what elements are displayed if Dublin Core light is used
Files are uploaded within the image description module and can be re-used in multiple collections and exhibits



 IT Support 
 Web design 
 Custom functionality 
 Working with students 
 Working with permissions and going live 
 Time, Time, Time 

IMPLEMENTATION CHALLENGES 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Customization needed 
Out of the box permissions are quirky, to say the least
Time: time for metadata, time for design, time for IT, time for writing exhibit text



 Reaching out to patrons 
 Encouraging collaboration 
 Demonstrations for donors (past and prospective) 

REORIENTATION OF SPECIAL 
COLLECTIONS 



REORIENTING LIBRARIANS / ARCHIVISTS 

 Changing roles for librarians/archivists 
 Shifting from access to awareness 
 Shifting from processer to curator 
 Engaging subject specialties 
 Encourages creativity, research, and writing 
 Juries and assessment 

 



COLLABORATION 

 Classes 
 Faculty 
 Office of Undergraduate Research 
 Interns / Field Work 
 Between librarians 
 Too much of a good thing 

 



COPING WITH COLLABORATORS 

 Staggered schedule 
 Limit your partners 
 Limit meeting / work schedule to weekly 
 Assign an exhibit “producer” 
 Clearly delineate responsibilities 



PDF: PATHWAYS TO RESEARCH 



SHOWCASING BREADTH: FLORIDA WATER 



SHOWCASING FORMATS: ORAL HISTORY 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Ca. 200 video interviews with Holocaust survivors, concentration camp liberators, survivors of Asaba massacre. Most video, some audio.
Access points: through themes (e.g, living through genocide), by interviewee name, by country / region / event, by timeline (last is still in works)
Maps; working towards geo tagging so that users can click on a map (see maps – Rwanda)
Custom display template in the works for pages
MP4 files, generated through Final Cut 7




SHOWCASING DEPTH: SHEET MUSIC  



 

INCREASED PROFILE 



VALUE-ADDED EXHIBITS 

Setting collections 
to music 



 

HARNESSING PHYSICAL EXHIBITS 



 

MULTIPLE VOICES 



 

SHOWCASING EXISTING RESOURCES 



     
 
 
 
 
    ??? 

QUESTIONS 
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