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The ioterco, is published semi-spasmodically by the Iowa Grotto, P.O.
Box 228, Iowa City,' Iowa 52240. The Iowa GrottD i5 affiliated with the
National Speleological Society, Cave Avenue, Huntsville, Alabama 35810
ane is dedicated to the exploration and study of caves. We will
exchange publications with other organizations with the same dedication.
S~b~criptic1 rate is il0.00 per year. Reproduction of the material
appe2ring in the Intercom must be authorized in writing by the editor.

Senior ::ditor:

~~3:ciate E~:::r:
Editorial Statf:

L'Jt.,ell Burkhead
2611, Alderman Road
Springville, Iowa 52336

Stacey t. Cyohert

St~cey T. Cyphe~t and Mike Lac?

ihe lowo G~ot:~ ~e~L= at 7:30 o.m. on the fourth Wednesday of each month
in roc~ 226 a~ Trowbridge Hall on the campus of The University of Iow3
in 10\,a C:t'l, lOi'ia. The lelia Grotto was founded in 1949 and is the
:~:~d::~est gr~:t~ west of the Mississippi.

Cover: Stacey T. Cyphert in an unnamed cave in Rocxcastle Caur.ty~
Kentucky. Photo by Doreen Lopina.
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... ~'?-:':"'--::;;~ ~:~::.-=~~'..;.r;~:. r=p'J;-:=~ a:""l 2. t ....ip tel R3ffiOO Pit, C!3yt:Jn
':;~;.:r:y. :'Ii",,;~::-, ;-:~''':Jec ;v::.;~e Nelso:1~ hlS tdr.lll'/, L=..rr"'! \.lJelch. ailo ;'1ik2
Lace. ~i~~LaC2 rec:~~t~d ~he June A~ril Cave tr:~ whicn involved the
s~ryey into N~mo Dome by ~i~se!f, Lowell Burkhead,. and Stacey Cyphert.
The July ~tn C=ldwater Field Ca~p drew a sizable crowd from various
por~s ci the country fQ~ tcur~ while a r~surv=y Darty, led cy S~e
Eckl~::d 2n~ i~cl~ding Stacey Cy~h=r~, Larry Wel:h1 and ~ike Lac~, n~tted
al~cst 6:000 feet. July S~ldH¥ter Weekend i~volved a resurvey 'Jf Friday
Night Dome by Stacey Cypher~, ~arry Welchl and Mike Lace; ~s ~ell as the
beginning of t~e Toboggan ~un resurvey by Mike Lace and Larry Wel:h.
Greg ~cCarty di3cussec re~ent dives into Wild Well by Randy KwiatkD~ski
a~d Art Dahms as well as dives into Alla~akee County Spring by ~ike
~e13:~ a~~ 3re;. ~e also d25c~ibed the dis~ove~y of a new Jit n?!r Deep
Misery Cave whiie on a re~cn :rip ~ith Lc~ell 3ur~he3d.

Future 1":-i05: The next April Cave trip is t2~~a~ive11 scheduled
for July 30th, The MSS C~r~feed ~r.d t~e GrQtto Summer Tr:p to Myst=ry
Cave will t~ke place an August 13~~.

Ola ~~5ines~: None recarded.
New Business: Art Dahms recently jci~ed the Iuwa Grotto. Stacey

Cyphert volunteered to prepare the July/August is~ue Q~ the Intercom.
Greg McCarty announced that he is selling d 1/4 inch wetsuit hood for
$12. ine meeting was adjourned ~t 9:45 p.m.

Mike Eaunk at 7:38 p.m.
Seven membersr:ao.19.

August 24, 1988
The meeting was called to order by chairman

and ~ treasurer's report announced a balance of
wer? present.

T~io Re0Qrt5: Mike Bounk described a rec:nt trip to Searryl '5 Cave
~itn Steve Moon and a ~riend. Thev ~a~ec the ~resenc~ cf fresh
!:D~st:~e. Loren Schutt reported on a l=~d-che~k:n; trip alan; the
Wapsi~inicon River near Massilon with his son Mark. They noted a large
~~ount of exp:sed li~estQne, a few s~all ~helter cdve~, and a 3e~=i:ive
landow~er situation. Mike LaCE desc:i~2d t~e SUr.lmEf Grotto T~:~ to
~Y5tEry Cave. Ths July trip to April CSVE: .which included Kris Lic~r5i:
~a~;2n Ne~her:cn, ~Jwell Bu,khead, Mike Lacg, 3nc St2.C~Y Cypher~, sa~
:h~ di5covery of Sprout Dome in the n2H secticn and the accumulatian of
e~ough survey fJota~e to place t~e cave over the 1.5 mile mark. The
AJg~st Ccldwater trip involved a mainstream reservey effort by Larry

e::t~nd2d the survey another
County trip by Stacey Cyphert
Hemp Hole.

netted ?pproximat~ly 1,100 f2et. On the
f~llJ~i~; day, a Sle~wocj Cave surVEy tri~ by ~ike LACS !nd Larry Welch

200 meters to the IIT
I
! junction. A Floyd

and Mike La~e resulted in th~ mapping af

. . . .iH~e~:en8.

Gc~lc~burg C~v~.
rt ~~y irclude vertical tr~ini~g ~nc a trip ~~

"



:~j::a~:~r.c?~e~~ny by th~ De~artment of the I~terior, c=5ign~t:~; ~t __
Q rat:c~21 natura! !andnark.

The recent issu? of the I~t=;:om ~3S d:S:~~S2:.

~~JttQ ~r:le Gesr;e ~u~~=~t and ?2tty ~he~ler ren~w2d t~2:~'~2~:E~~~:~E.
The me~t:n; Wd: ac]o;.:,rnea 2.t 8: 15 p.m.

Win a FeN, Lose a Few

The Wild (.jell Proiec:
ClaytD~ County, Iowa
Delcres, Aaron, and Mike Nelson,
Kim, Cody, and Art Dahms,
Ra~dy Kwiatkowski I Lowell Burkheaci
and Greg McCarty

July 9, 1988
By ~1ike Nelson

We 311 showed u~ a~d got t~e divers, Randy and Art, into the C3ve
by :1:50 a.m, The ccnciitio~s ~Er= somewhat tetter than the last dive
wr.en it ~as 10 degrees 8Jtsice. On t~i5 nice summer day they were 3till
in e hurry tc get into the water, but to cool O~f, not warm up.

Jr.C? t~2Y ~2r? unde~way on their planned dive at 3-6 hours: ~2
dr:ppet the women and k~as Ott at the Spook Cave Campground and 8r2gf

Lowell, aroc I went over to remove the stick jam in Henkes' Last Creek
Cave. There was a little weather to the north at us and Lowe!l was
going t~ stay on the surface to monitor it while Grec and I got muddy.
I had gotten to the bottom of the secand drop and Greg was rigging to
!aw~r the digging tuols ~hen Lo~ell hollered in that the system ~as
moving :~r way fast with considerabie iightening. Lightening has an
affinity fo!'" ca'le.$:.nd can reach deep into th!?m. !~e beat a hasty retreat
but net befcre r glanced into the crawl way to check its condition. Ma!t
af the passage had fil120 with a fine IQamy soil above the pea soup type
mud! had work through the last time. We were faced with either a big
dig cr ~3iting until the ~rea experienced a good storm to reach the
stick jam 30'-35' dawn the crawl way.. We went back to Spook and killed
time 'til thE system bl~w over.

Lat~~ Delcres and Aa;on jcined us as we went over to s~e if Deep
(':i~ery C.ave ~a: :till c;:en. (alt's not the =e,ve that's deep, it's the
l':1iS2,:""('1 - LO~\jell 3urkh1?ad) i trespass2d on it to see if it iias apen, in
whi:h case we wo~ld get official permission to focI around. ine oper.ing
could net be fcu~d amid the refuse and old car bodies, all of ~hich
dated to the teen years Ct the 1900's. walked uc the ravine a ways
and called aut IIHere's the cave, her~.ll CJvered with a few boards and
fence po~t~ nailed tcgether was a deePt ente':"able pit c:ve. Greg and
Lowell ~arveled aver this new cave. Then Gre~ went to get permission to
lJck at it, which he and L~well did. A report will be filed by Greg
~editor~ note: see the next report by Lowell} but an interesting note is
that th:~ opened up with~n t~a ~cnths of t~~ last trip the~el !2 years
age. i had t~ head back to the W~ll f ~s ~h2 5 hour mark ~as ~~prJaCnlng

I ;~al1::=:::! Ie be
We s:opped ~}' Spook

when Randy and Art e~~rged.
and ~i:ked u~ Kim and Cady a1d

3

got



3: 5: ~)O

min'..:tes.

!J. '!'I.

i!\ i '1 L: t 2' <;

They had laid another 290' of line tMroug~ ~~:2r a~: :~a':Erseo
about 75'-100' mere of air spaCE, bringing the total l=~gth :0 about
1500'. Toward the end, the sumps were short and the air 303ces betrleen
them likewise. It took a tremendous toll in energy and r.eaprene to
derig the~selves, tote gear over muddy breakdo~n, rerig and dive, then
do it all again.

T~e passage remained in the area Ot 15' w:Ce 3~d varying but
adequate height right up to a room entirely filled with ~nstabl2
breakdown. The ~ater could be seen around the edges, some no12s seen
in~o the pile, but it was not safe to progress.

Randy had lost his pack containing survey gear. It will give him
C~US2 to retur~ to Wild Well to look for itl out did In tle ~rospec~5 of
~;,Y nork they had intended to do that day and the 1Dll~wi~g day.

Of course this is viewed as a setbacKt but tnis is not the end or
tne Wild Well Project. The straight-ferward exploration has been
accamplisned. Next will be some equipment r~covery. Then the surveying
and the s2rious wark of scanning the limits of the cave. Who knDW~ what
may be found yet? Then there is the more through search or the 315'
long stre~m passage room. There is much to be optimistic about
concerning the Wild Well. Stay tuned.

Beyond Deep ~isery Cave

Deeo Miserv Ca~e
Clay~on County, Iewa
Lowe!! Burkhead, Mike Nelson
Aaron Nelson, ~nd Greg McCarty

July 9, 1988
By Lowell Burkhead

Mike and i waited for what seemed to be too long for Greg to return
from his trip to get permission to see the cave. When he did return,
Mike had to leave to meet the divers who were due to be out of Wild Well
rnC:7lentarily.

Gre~ and I pried the cover off the pit with some difficulty and!
started dcwn. It was a chimney approximately twe feet by four feet
i~i::!e. Reaching for the fall \iall, I stepped fa:"" a foothold that turned
aut t= be six feet belcw my foct. Luckily! had a geod handheld and was
able to recover ~y position. I climbed back out and decided to leave
cMi~neyi~g t~ ethers until I get ~y left eye fixed and regain ~y depth
~erc2pti~n. Ceditor~ note: Lo~ell has successfully undergone surgery]

Greg climbed in and started cewn. He encountered a wide spat that
was nard to get to the bottom of anc then a horizontal pas=age that was
al]ost CC~p12t21y plugged in both directions with junk that had ~ashed
in frJffi cth2r sink nolas. There ~ere several p12ces in this passage
ttat ~er2 t:c large t~ have come down the passage Greg ~as in including
a~ inta~t c~st iran pot ever f~ur reet in diameter. 3reg e:timated thi:
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:1 ~~e cave and the~e arE no good rigging poin:= :utside

G:-:?g hac hi 5 h.3r,:is f:.:1 ~ cl imbing OU!. There were
~l~c=: ::0 r.=~~c~ :: :u:h up even if +asthclds could be

.....:;;i,.~,~~c>:!:=
::-;: :3.\.-=.

'3reg

tight spots arc
fO'lnd. l'lh11~ he

finally made it Jut
~it:~ ~ :=nsid2~;~1: amount =~ ~runt~'g ~nci straining.

F~r~icns o~ this r2pQrt ~ay lack accu~acy buk
report has~'~ shc~~ up yet and it's five
ts ~a~e :h:s ~ew :3ve Beyond De2~ MisEry
a~ accurat2 name until we 2x~lc~= an:

. ... . ,.,.,.cays pas: J230ilne. we D2:1ae~
Lave. ~je \'Ion't k!"l~H"if this is
~aJ :ne ~hcle system includin~

t2.kes!ls t:.

/

More ?oki~q Around in the Seneral Area of Hickory Creek

Allama~ee County: Iowa
Hike and Delores Nelson

July 10~ 1988
By r1i ke Nel son

One cr lovely valley: that branches ., .... •..• ,Ott MlcKcry LreeK ! caii
tJe Valley of Seven Springs (for lack cf :hecki~~ for 3 ~eal name).
Most 0f these springs are just trickles coming from beddir.g planes~
though some were obviously the i2sul: of subsidence aver once larger
openings. :n1y one af these hao the classic resurgence look: up a
li~t!e draw and filled with rock fallen from the ~dific~. The major
flow ~T this spring fed stream system e~e~ged just upstre~~ of this
cJll~~se. ~e walked the stream bed until we ran out a~ water and
springs ~nd t~en return~d t~ the resurge~ce.

Te my untrained eye! it was plain that llthere's the spring but
there 5 th;~ cave. 'l ~je startec ITloving roc~:. Soon ~!1ere was .3 pool 01-
~~t2r visible oelow. We ~orked back i~t8 the hill until we hit Mct~=r
Elrth (solid roc~) a~d then 4iden~d tnings aut. We ended up with thre2
rocKs tao big to move. IGese rocxs covered a ri~e pool th~t c12ared
itself er tr.e minor cloudiness we had c2used: despite no evident flew.
One leg lengt~ down, an opening could be felt heading ba:k l;.to the
h iIi.

The man who gave us permission is ~an good terms:l with the cwner
and !ssursri us t~~re would be no prcolem with us leoking arou~c. ~cw
it's time to g~t a hold of the Q~n2r and do things right. A good d2Y'S
work might open up ar.other divable eleir water spring he:~ In Allam~Kee
C=unty.
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Thi~ l~oked premising.
feet ~o~~ ! ~2ache~ :he lip ~f the ?it. It wa~
to 3. l~~~e, be!cw wh~c~ was a Ub!ack hole. ~
:rJ~~?d :~ t~~ :~~g=J 3~d :h~~ in~~ :he secane

t a 'IE

Abcut eight
t22t dONn

weed-covered slcpe.3t~rtec beCKwards
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T1E b:t:D~ W2= a8CU~ :hr22 te2t JY SZV~~ ~2=~. After ab~u: ten
~~~utes. ~ ~as ab:~ to ~nclag 2 s~a~l triangular hale. ccu~d see
:~~~ ::15 :~l= ~Ja~t t~Q ~eet b~t :~~1~ not enter i: b~:aus= of my si:e.
R=:~s ~:5sec int~ it wculd bC~~C2 ard r~l! !~r ab~ut five sec~~ds .
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Coon Highway Closed

.'i::i?'-:

F~r~ that I cD~ld not r?member the last time I W25 ther2. The ~i~c= hac
abvious!y c~anged. No longer are the~2 trees mar~ing th2 edg~5 ~f S:~K
holes; trees t~at helped me identify cave locations. Sadly: tCw1 n=:
211 :~e C3ves I r2me~ber are the,? either.

rer a
time, ~hi~ p!'"Db.=bl~, t3:ilita':ed ::?'!:try into the cave .. Nc.\,,~ ;"',o"lever: it
ha3 ~ll:~.Jed dirt fi;l !::l ::0:2 the 2:;":;.3i1ce. l'li:-:e 3.:,0 had plCinn2'J!.:-
5~rv~y t~2 cave during ~\r visit :5 M~ Wil:on wants to till t~e sin~
nD:~. Si~:2 e~t!'"y into CJcn Higlway C2ve througn T~a-D~ys Dlgging Cave

=;:1~ ~h? ~~~be!- of surveyed caves en the property to :hree (Jesse Jam?:
:'~'-.':-: ;~il=;J.l C2.ve, 3nj ~em;J Hole),

HEMP HOLE

ROCK LfDGE

- ENTRIINCE #.1

flOYD CO J IOWA
SUUNTO ANI> NYl.OIll JAPE
SURVEY BY MIKE LRCE
RND STRC~Y CYPHERT

--r/~3/88
SCRLf: 1e/7l: 1. fI'lE:TfR
DRRFTEP BY rrJll<f LacE

--

,sOUND OF ,
RUNNING ----. ,', \ "
WAn?' ',',' ~ \ ,',... ,-,

ENTRANCE ,jf;z.
I

fTlETR~
pOLE
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~nather Way Out?

~~~ ~~C~:52S :~ J~ ! t~o-party surv2y w22kenc t: push Apr~! Cav2
cv~r t~e J k0 ~arK. By 10:30 a.m. Saturday mDr~ing~ hcwever, only Mikel
Lo~~ll: ~nti I ~~d 3~riv2d. La~ell was under docter's orders to stay aut
c. th2 :2.V2 ~h~:~ ~eant th2t only Mi~e ana I cDuld atte~pt the task.
Sin:s it w~s 3 ~~3~t~ful :ay, we decided ta bag the survey and
pr~~is:~~ ~~evic2 u~ ~~e hill th!t ~e hac ~een ign~ring.

~~t~r ~rivi~~ :: :he si~~ ~8:= ~he~~ ~he cfevi:e is lcca:ec, ~:\~
b~!ay=~ '~e 3S I ~q~~~:2d bet~ee~ the ~QC~ walls and pounded .on t~e rock

:;~e talked fer? ;',Inl1:::> ana

me. To :he le~: a; the fioor is a small J~eni~;
was able tc enlar~e the Qpe~ing slightly but

a:10 ~jirt

i~ th:= 1: t.i'!e
, ,. -
Dot':'Jffi 01' the pit.

high on my mind as we

me~bers of aur party
this tiT.2 (a different

de:i:ed that sam2 April C~ve surv2y in the ~e~c Dame :2~:iJn ~houid be
dane.

3~i:irg ~D _~r the tri~ brought back ~e~eri~5 ~. the original Nemo
D:m2 disccvery trip. On that triPf cr,e cr ~~e
fJrgot hie wetsuit Deets. It happened again
me~berl 1 sa the discovery of virgin passage was
entered the :av2.

The :r~p s~t to Ne~o Dame was unev~nttul 2xcept that it should 0:
~~ted that t~e ~~ve contained mere bats than I have ev?r se~n in it
before. Warren ~entioned that Mystery Cav2 has also recently s~en an
i1crease in :at activity but that he did not know the reason for it.

When ~arr2n climbed thro~gh the flawstane cpeni~g, he became only
the sixth per5D~ ever to see Nemo Dame. He was impressed with the
~!autiful flcwstcn= and the numerous fossils In ':ne ~alls that he was
~bie to point out :0 <ris. learned later that they noticed same
inse~ts in the done.

Our survey star~ed with the 12 foct wat2rfall in the small dome c~f
cf Nemo Dame. =rDm the floor of the dome it did n0! appear ~h=t t~er~
wo~lj be qoi~g passage ~buve t~e falls. I climbed to the top with t~e
aid of s2Y2~al shcul:e~s anc ~a~ds fro~ :r.e ~t~2r members of the ~arty.
Onc~ on top I was in tal!, narro~l vi~gin passage. The ceiling was 20-
25 feet a~cv~ me a~d the walls were about a foot and a half apart.
There w=r2 t~o =~all pools above the waterfall and then a s~ali, ~lowi~g
~trea~. ~cllowed the strea~ around a tlgnt turn and could he=r
~a:ling water. Anot~er turn 3nd I ~as in a dome.

The domel Sprout Dome (namec in honor of those Mike Neisen calls
the th~ee sorauts Mike La:ej Larry Welch, and Stacey Cyphert) 1 is
a~~ro;:i~at~ly 40 fe~t ,highl 10 fe~t widel and 10 feet long. The floor
i~ coverec ~ith small cobble stones. Twa waterfalls empty into this

the ~"at=rfall s (the one on the le~t as yeu
~C~~ aver a ledge abcut 30 feet ~bave
c:~tinu:ng behind one 8t
enter the cOToe1 Jut! couid ~ot get

. , ..:ne ":"l.oor.

a gooe vie'!'I of

can be .;2e!1

the passage behind

a
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are Si:rang indicE'.~'Jrs OT a ~ur~ ~.ce
:::nnec: i on.

K~:3, Warr~~ and ~ike began the survey dawn the stcQ~-walk lead
! changed carbice...:;. ;.

Shot-tly a~ter !
~ne C2ve. While
csrt2nt with ~hat

To the Ces:ipccl and Back

:lay:on :C~~ty, Iowa
:.A-rr',' ~Elchl Mike Lace~
~iK2 and D210res Ne15cn

f 01 lc~.,ec. tMe~ ::i k2 io~'4ere':! the duffel bag ~~i til OL\f ~CUipt!!9!"!t usi ~g the
21) l) feat bel ay r'Jp~. i'Ji k: j oi n '=':~ U5 at the DottC'f!l just as had

R2 returned :0 Wieden~an'5 Pit de~ermine~ to push t~e passage ~t
the bottom and hO?2!ul:y discover where the water ~a5 actuaily drainir.g.
Geing p~ssag~ has ta be lurking co~n there sc~ewher~. Wetsuit gear is a
must. Lar;y decide~ that he would wear his neoprene into and out of the
~it whi~e ! opted to change at the bcttJ~. Larry enter~d first a~d I

wa:=~

.~;,amine .~
two ~Qct

to the ether sid~,

the ~oDl :0
entereo the

si:2 of
do:ue. I

ledge into the rancid. ~ocled
Wiedell:nan's CesE,pool. ~e

f~nlsred changing int~ my wetsui:.
Larry and I squeezed under the

that we had affe~tianately named
?rJceedeo:o the two dCQES a~ the

high rcem b~t did not fo:lew th2 ~dl1 a1: the way
La~~e rocKs dna l:gs were wedged her? and ther~ b~t I

right ~~all. It lcc~~d as ~f a bit cf ~i;gi~g ~culd open ~his ~oom that

to the ce:spool to search the edge of the water for a
Larry began :igg:n~ at a muddy lead en the left wali

two d0;'l1215.
We returned

p:Jssible outlet.
:f the pool room while! . . . .S~3.rt~c:0 dig on a le:u:i at the edge cf t~e

. . ., .. , ."., , ,.' " '. . . .movec encug~ ~~c :0 a!~~w rOur teet O~ entry ~1(1 tne r~~t C!~arry haG

~at2r in tha ~ain pit area. r op9ned t~is crawl~ay ~nQ~gh tc slip ~n a
body length to see that it c~ived t~ the left, foll~wing the edge of the
pit f100r. It =p~~2rec to J2 part of t~2 original floor that had been
sealed aff by dirt alld reck taIling into the pit. In the meanti~e1

~ike ascended to rig the gear
au t ...-..• ~y ~et gear anc into 2 dry

r.2ulilg line while i ~ega~
set of cloth25 I had ~~Ck2d i:-:tc the

o
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~S5 Ccrnfeed i ~ystery Ii lour

Fil~~cre C8untYl Minnesota
Gene ~ra~er~ Mike Lace, Steve Pil:n~
:~ris ?il:n, and the ~nrl~ Martenson F~rni!y

.,
veterar ~~~a Grot~~ caver: Warren Netherton~ whc'~ now the park manager
Ot the cave, ke~t close tabs an each groups' intended ~c:ivities. Gene
Kr~mer~ from the MSS: Wo: cur trip leader for the day and he planned on
taking us on d tJur de~igned t: acquaint new visitors with bath the
:cmxerc:31 trail 2nd sc~e o1~-trail sections of Mystery II.

~e t:rst headed to the Carousel to do a little chimneying 5nd
crAwling. The p2ssageways ~e enCDuntere~ were the typical keyhole
~ha~ed crevi:es nor~al~Y founc in the Stewartville member. W~

traIl at various paints while
schEduled com~ercial tour5.

i nter~=cted :f::= :Dr:l:11ercl al
not to disr~pt regularly
]any sensitive ar~~s dlcng "J i t h

being care-ful
I noticed that
t2.pe to 2'/Oio

ina~v~rtent jisturbanc2 by both sea3cned cavers and cc~~ercial visitors.
We finally warked our way to Mystery Pccl~ which is 2 smali, wat2r-

poeled pass~ge that is de-corat~d with some very ni~= f:Gwstone columns.
Th~ tri~ bac~ ~c the entrance HSS unevent:u~ but: nE!verthel~s5:
infGr8ati~e and f~n. We 2xi~2j tn~ :aV3 t~ +i~d ours21~es right in the

a muggy
and a slide shc~ on

~ay ~ut t~E! weather
Brazilian caving.

10

w~~ t~~~erEd with the sweet corn
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i;-cave dro9 that rias this de~p.

w~ asse~bled at Far~stville State Park earlY that morning 5n:
caravanec to Wieden:lan's Pit for the third dr-cp of t~e S2=.son. ~..
promised to b~ arcther ~ar~ day so we tried t= rig th~ rsp~ ;nd r~~d~
cur gear 3~ ~~ic\ly 3S possible upon reaching ~h= ~it. La:"":""ya~d l ~a~
:~2 rou::~= ;~irly well planned 30 that onC2 ~e red:neD the bc!::~ we
wculd i~m2distely cail ~cr the a~=r ~a~ to je lowered 5nd thEn ~2gin
:~3lg~~; i~to JUf ~ets~its ~hi!2 SU2~ Jav~, and Hike began t~eir ra~p2:.

:ater Escaoed) succ?ssfully and seemed tc enjo~ the cave.
~arry i~ci the ~ay u~d~r t~e l~cg= ana i~to O~r favarite s~c: in :he

:aV2 - the C2ss~ool - ~it~ the hope of =~en~ng the e~t=nsion cr. c~ the
~anca;{e
th2n it

~scm past the s2~:nd dome.
should have to ~each t~2 pancake "rQCffi and

ana ::arners.in c"'oeks
~i~e. Thsre ~ere large ~l~ces of breekdcwn
~~cm a~ we!l as 3 i?w sticks that ~ere wedged

led ~~ :~ 8?lieve th3t the CO~ l~vel ~as hig~er th3J ~J ?revicus trips.
Th:? ~5:=!" ~s-'/,=l .<, t~'? Ces=pcol was E.!=c hi~h~!""" t;~e,;J \1: i""ememberec:
ccnfir1il~ reports of rain in the general ar~a the we~k befcf?

~e quickly :pened t~e pan~ake extensic~ and sli~~ed down twa feet
into the two ~Qot high room that measured at least ten to fifteen f~et

s~~~ac~s~ ildi::a:i~g that t~2 ~at~r had obviously flowe~ througn this
sect:o~ at one ti~e. 3ath sides o~ the fQC~ pinched down to an
i~9assabl~ Cf3C~ ~~t I squeezed stiaig~t ahead to ~ind that everz t~ough
t~e ce:lirg height was ~bout eighteen inches! the ream still continued
~~st ~ jr~~kdc~~ black :olstrietion. Larry t~ok a lOOK 3t this ?r=d and
then ~e headed bacx t~ the pool tc check cn Mike and Dave's prog~ess.
They had b~gu~ digging on 3n upper lead just above tne begin~ing af the
Ce~sposl i~ ~he ~ain pit area. We attempted a voice co~necticr by
=~Gutin~ into 2 s~all lead an t12 0ppo3i:e side 01 the SesEpool ~u::.,
t~ey cic cwnnectl the cra~l was al~o5t cOQpletely obstr~eted.

L2rry and I fetuflec tJ the pancake extension f~r one last cr3c~ at
~Gying rocks that blocked cur prcgre=s. tried to ~ush and pry the
~(3akdown cut ci the way ~ith 3 pry oar but to no avail and finally
~e~c~ted to baeki~g dawn the =rawlway ~~ push with ~y feet; this seemed
:~ ~cr~ but I W2S S lit:!e too exMa~sted to completely cl~~r the way.
One geed push with th~ ~eet snould de it ne~t time. I could see the
roo!' :antinued ~or thirty to forty feet ~ith appr~ximat~ly the same
~i~er.sior.s bw.ttdth no encC'u:"'3ging e!:!1o. L.arry c:a.::ns that he felt

thr:ugh that area but I cauld~'t say ~or

We :?t~rned to the main Plt to change int~ our
and after sending up

! 1



n i +-1"' ~ •••

~;c~ ::'J;-: ~ :~:r-" 2,: climb:ng j':J,'lr! to :~:2 :2-:;2 :,"=.-:'/ -:-2~: := . .:,'; :-,;? .• _

2C:~t si~kl~~SS S~ t~~:~ ~rcpe~t~~~ a~c
ex~~ir~ thas? t~3t jig~t b? open.

.".~

Survey at 61enwood

Gle:"l','JocC Cave
Winneshiek CountYl Iowa
Mike L3ce and L3r~y Welcn

Lar r ~/ and had just complet~d 1100 fe=: ~orth of ~ainstr?~ffi
Coldwater" Cave rssurv~y the ~ay beicr~ but ~e ~er2 stili ~nxiDus to get
intD Glenwood Cave on this beautiful Sunday ~Qrning_ The last Grotto
surv?y :r:p to thi: cave W5S last wir.ter and~ ~r.~0r~~rat=ly: the lack ci
availa~!~ :2V2~S ant ccmmit~ents to ot~er pro~~:~s 12~t a h2ngi~g 5urV2V
~;;r::!in2tE~v :000 :eet ~~ from t~e entr~~:=. 3~Dp:s2dly: 600 feet

ene r2ac~ed the ~T~ jurction so this jecam~ eur geal Tor

~J~vi~ci~gly ~nsuxped. This was my first trip into 51enwoG~ C~V9 6nd I
~as curious to S2e what this historic cave was really like. We slipp2d
into our gear and climbed dewn a talus slope to t~2 wat2r's edge. We
found a wea~ly inflated inner tube in the entry rOQffi a~d, as ! snapped a

Larry s26r:hed Tor tne ceili~g survey staticn th3t marKea
~~e ~~gl~Jl~g O. :~e right~hand side passage. We quickly set a chip
~art~~~ in this cr2wlw~y S~ it wouldn't be dist~rbed by visitor:_

The first thousand fee: are stOOD walking to a roomy hands and
k~ees cr~wl with little in the w~y or f~rmatiDns but numerous ceilinQ
fra:t~r2s. ~e found t~e previous par:y's survey :hip and began the
extension toward the ~T~. A two-person survey effort leaves both cavers
~:t~a let t: do so ~e b~rely noticed the time go by as we pushed ah2~d;
Larry taking lead tap~ and compass while I kept baok.

survey s~cts ~2 we~e into the c2ili~~

decided to ::e ~~~ the survey ror the day.

:ou~12 of i~-fe~d2rs d~aining i~to the main passage
digging. The water, at one ocint! quickly became

flow was obse~yed
:nainstre=.m. ~4e

lne t~ip out was
but the twa hundredfour hours~

A def:nite wai:er
in the ,Ooelec

;ITt' jun,:tion.

(iedid notic~ a
Jut Doth r~quired
Je~~er31d Hit~i~ a

~ddit:a~al mete~s we had a:cumu!ated made this a satisfyinq weekend.
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~:E~ ~ith this ability. E~uipment specifically design2d and set up ~Jr
this singular activity i5 essential fer the smooth transition from
caving to divi~g without expecting to freeze one's buns off.

Th2 time spe~t passing around and setting up gear at the site is
:~sti~g u: precious heat :s is ~~ing lew energy expe~ding chores. such
as surveying once bey~nd the dive. Going into a dive cold is far from
ije~! and pcs~s re~l safety hazards. Each 8f us working this section of
t~e cave ~ust c~~e to grips witM this reality if we are t~ continue :8
safely and ~ffi~i2ntly pursu2 our goals of ~ushing out and surveying
this challenging area. At present we have ~three torpedoes for
~r:ns:crting SCUBA ~e!rl a~d that sr.all ce th~ l:m~t ~= :8 the numb~r of

~dr;e~ one in ~a~y~ng degr2~s of disc~mfcrt.
8y the time ~e hac ~eared U~f we ~er~ al~Dst tco ccld to survey.

Only my evidently hi;n
to:~ranc8S to :he eel: 3n~ ~et ailc~ed me to dive The End Again S~m~
while Bill and Dou: d:d their best t8 stave cff the chill. Fr~m the
~~z=li~; scut~ward trend of the cave here, it headed back generally west
~:rth~est once past the six foot sump. !pushed out ab~ut three hundred
~eet of vir~i~ passage beiore it turned into su~pisn st~f~ again, st~ff
that I didn't even li~e the locks of. Surprisingly, the water level in
this part of the cave reflected the lowest levels I had personally ~YEr
witnessed in the mainstream. All three sumps to this point had some
airspace through th~m, the one in front 8f me was ~ost likely
2x~eriencing a rare unsumped int~rval. Still I am writing off this l~~d
:n f~vor of the two going leads up the right hand side passage for the
t:me being.

\8)('xXl(l wtlre2.
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:~~~~~n ~ar~atc and St. Feter. New St. Peter is a nam2 that to me ~a5
'!V~:l!~:~S ~~:~ sandst8ne, but -the naming ai rock ,strata is 5UC~ a~
~":~n~ 1a~t?r t~~t it didn't ne~essarily rule Gut limestone in the ar~a.

Jv~~ :~: T~an!s;iving halijay Delores a~d I decided ta ai:Ve ~~ a~:
:~~~ ~ _C:" 5ee. Soms of the !and we traveled upon: on :u~ way t~2r~!
~~::: ~= a~Qng t~e flattest acres in the mid~est. The valley CT :n2
;:innascta ;ive~ sliced quite a sc~r ~cross t~e lant, an~ ~: my
und~rstandi~g, exposed racks of great geologic antiquity farther
upstream. As we drove down towards the floor af this valley I soon
spotted large areas of e:<pased rack with visible bedding planes and
joints. 45 soen as we got close to the~, it was obvious of their
~e3therin~ :~aracteristi:s, t~at they were sandstone, and that my
cobbler fri~r.d didn't know bullnucky about the geology of his home town
are~.

~e drove :.orth up U.S. 169 from Mankate to St. Peter and saw nearly
a doz=~ holes into the side or the rcadc~t. After driving past the
eXDos2d are2, we did a ilUYU and made~ a roa~ hazard of ourselves,
:hecklng the ~ajarity cf the holes.

;ne firs: appear~d to be C~l:= large, manmade, with a vialated

,
I"

~dte~ anc 50~e sort of ce~ent wc~k r~5i~~ from the floor. It stU~K to
~igh h=~ven of ~ewage. My curiosity waned.

Basi:al~Yl the rest were either smail recesses with seep spring
bas:ns! Jr :~irly el~Jor~te ~~~o hames, abc~t t?n to t~enty fee: squar?
Sc:e shcwe~ 3ig~s of ~hat must sci~n~i~ically be referred t~ as juvenile
2nlar~e~2nt.

j~c ~otabl~ excepticn3 ~er2 fo~~d in a ravine along the side of t~e
roaccu:. The first was a seventy tc =ighty feet t~rough trip f~cm the
ravi~e Jack :0 the ditch by :ne roaJ. Tha oth~r ~d~ a fine fift2~n ;eet
wide, si~ feet tall cave of about two hundred feet in 12ngth. It hat
many columns to 5u~:ort its roci (there was evidence on the surface of
sub=idenc~): a side passa~e up and over a pile of collapsed rcof~
several more piles of fallen ceiling in the main passageway, and a dirt-
.il1eo ex se~ond entrance. This one obviously wrapped around the
smaller :avE, deeper in the hill. It ~as large enough and deep enough
t~ ee n~t:c~ably WJr~e~ th~n D~tside. There were moths and ether bugs
and one good-sized bat, ~ith a light oro~n belly and dark brown wings
and b!ck~ hangi~g by Dne !2g, giving us ~enacing looks as we passe~.
!nePE were ~hat we've called ~rat holes:' (side ~assages) that ~ere
clase~ t~ the truth in here t~~n their counterparts in limestone caves.

All cf th2se 8f a~y size gat to be that way with human assistance.
I only SpOK2 to a couple 0+ individuals and did ~ct manage to learn any
of the history behind the caves.
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