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P FIAL WRLTENST PROJLCT
Anerican Gulde, (Negro Viritora' Unit)
Jeocksonville, Florida,

rearl Randolph "Slave Intorview
¥icld viorkor Deocombvor 5, 1936
Complote

£,030 Yordas : .

7 logres )

Ldward Lyocursos

"Pap tell us 'nother gtory 'bout de vir - and 'bout

do fust time you saw mamng."

It has boen almost 60 yoaré ainco a group of chil-
dron gathiered about their fatier's knoe, oclamoring for &nothor
stcry. /Thay listencd round oyed to sltorlecs they alroady know
beeaawo "pap" hed told them so many timoo beforo. These narra-
tivos aloag vilth tihio groat clinngco he hag goen, vereo carofully
reoerded in the mind of Ldward, tho only one of thig group now
alivo.

"Pép" vag alvays reedy to obiigo with ﬁho ptery thoy
novor tired qf. He oould alvays be dopended upcn tc Login ab

-tho beglnning, for he loved to teil 1t.

."It all Yogun vith cur ship Leing %ook off tho coapt
0f NWowport Nows, Virginise Vo wuz runnin' tho dlockade - peoll-
ing cung 6nd vhate-not to thenm Hortiornorse Vo alnt had nothin!
to do wid de war, unnorotand. Vo Hnglish folks was oattor do

monoys Whosee VYiar? The Nerth und Scuth's, of ccurso. 1 lLiear ay



captaln gey many @ tlae ag hoew they vas playint'! ball wid thoe poor
nf;gorss} ¢no gine saya 'Iou esn't kecn your nigoors leagon you
noy om and treat om like other folks.' lind you det wamn't de
rale reason, tuoy wus cad at de South but Lt vwas one of do viaya

Goy could bo hurtol- to froc de niggors.”

"De South says "Dese is cur niggers and we'll do dum ag
ve plouso, aud & do rumpup gol wugs dan 1t wag before. 7Tho
forth had all do moncy, anG culled 1teeif de Gov'uonte The tcuth
aint hed nothin', but e terminstion not to Le ocut-did, so wo dealt

widé de lierthe Do Scuth wAn callcd do Robelse.

led 1t

e

"So whon Qe; soc a hlp off thoy cceagt, they ho
cud vihen we kep gola', they firoed nt use 'Iwan't long nforc'wo
vns Lolng unlonded and marclied off te e louzcloet Juil I over
beeon ine iy cavtain kop tellin' om wo wes Xnglish suljects and
cculd not bve helte. o, I ves o ocairt man, cause 1 vuag alweys
free, and over hore doy *wok it for granted dat all bleck nen

crould be sluvoe."

"Mheo Jailer felt ¢f my muscles one day, when he head
marchied no out at tho peint of his musket to TL1L de watoring
trougha fcr ¢o horscse. lie vonted v know who I blong tor, oand
offored to buy mo. wvhon nolody olelned mo, thoy vian forcod to
ict mo go long wld Je cthwer Dritishere ond ag our shlp had becn
Gestroyod, v had to git buck home bost vo coulds Doy Aidnm't

dare hold us no longe:s" :



"Ao 0o war wap o%ill Ve ng fid, wo wap forced to sopa-
rate, couse @ 1ot of us would cauoe apiclon, traipclos 'bout Ce
ccuntrﬁ. fo, I took e¢f: southward sl ﬁay frem de vayr belt,
traveling ag far ae Saint sugustinc. It waé a dangoroga Journoy,
e onybody o 1lablo te plok me off for u runava; sinve, I viag
foreed o hRide 1n do aay-time 1¢ I wap noer a vatilomont nnd
Spavol gt nignt. 1 net many runavay olavess Somo vag trying to
cot Mopth end Light Sor o freoing of they noonlo; othors viae Jeso
runnint viay euuso_doy could. Yéng ¢l Gen Gién't had no idea whore
oy vop goin' end told of hovin' ood narstora. Dut cne end all
doy had a ¢ood streiyr nction ter aco wi.at 1t wag like tc own your

ovn body."

_"I fo1t vorldas bettor when I rechod Saint Aueuntino,.
Hany ohlpe laadod thorce ad L knevied I could et my vay baeck
gt leazt to do Vient Indles, wheoro I coame frume I chowed oy
parors to everybody dat mounted ter anything end doy knovod I
viag 8 froc nigeere I had plonty cf meney on me an? I malc a
¥l tor Qo meong do other froe men I mote One Aoy I wont %o tho
slave market and watohed om barter off po niggers leko {oy g

Fogee Vhole faniliee sold togothor and sono was pgplit--mothor

cone to one morster cnd fathor and oldldren cenc tc others.”

"Phey'd Lring s slavo out on thoe platforn and cpen his
nouth, pound hiso chent, meke Liim ho..en lilo musclce oo tho duycrs
eould gco vhot ho uas gittin'., Toung uen vea oalled *bucks' wnd

yoeung womeii ‘wenchtica's Tho porson thot cifored tho Lozt pricae



was 4o buyer. &nd doy shoro did'cit rid ur gome pretty géls.
Doy alvuays lookod so shang ond pitiful up on dat stand wid all
éom nmen standin' dore lookin' ad en wid what doy hod on dey minds

\ o BE . .
ghinin'® in thoy cycee “ne liitle 5l walked up ond loft hor

‘e

aanny aeuming oo pitidul erusce ohe hed tc be gold. Secoms like

dey nil Lelong in a £raily vi.ero nobody over voe solde !y gho

ey e » P | "
vag o prodty ool

"And dato why your mamma'g nained Julia stead of l'ary.
Jane or Ilammah o somethin' olec.s S0 cozt ne 3950 and don oy

own froodom. Dut ziio wvas worth it, evory bit of 1417

arger thot £ nut off my trip back home and madie hor
heme}my homo for threc yeers., Den with our tvio young childreg
wo left Floridy and went to the Viest Indiea to live. Vo traveled
bout a blt gottin ao fur ao England. Vo got letters from ycur
nala folke .nd Aoy Jes had to ged hor or olsc scmebody would'or

died, se wo sailed back into ce war,”

UFrcoden vae deslnrodé soon altar wo aut‘bmok to dis
couniyy éuﬁldc wacleo eountry vao turnéd upside dovwne. De po -
niggers weat made Some refused to vork rnd dey dida't stay in
ong place lonr 'nough to Ao & uling. ITe cfopa gufiercd ¢nd goon
we hud starvaticn timos f£zr 'beut tﬁo Jecarsge .After'dat evorybody

loarnt to think ¢i o relny day and things gobt bettor.”



Bdwura rocalle of hoaring his fathor toll of onllng
w1l hog calad on2d cobbase polmB. it ©A9 & CoAMEN 0GGUIrIONce
to oco whole foamlilics mibaleldn: on any wild olant Tmown tc bo
poinonoun 18 it oontaincl viw Les.t ool valucs Tihe frdpdmbn
helpe? thoge who were nevily liborated $¢ ;&in a footing, Frior
to Fmaneipntlon thoyr hnd not vecn sllowed to assoeinte vith
misvnn for forx they 11 b engondor in then tuo deslre te hb
rrece The freedaen bore t.¢ Lhunt of the white nen's sﬁuplcion
vihenovor ﬁh Po une & ogleve aprialinge  Tucy vore alvioyg uecuuing
Lhen of boing fnotioctors. Lduard citon hoard his nothor tell
cf th “pattor-rallura",'& growg of wiito men vhivo caught and
uﬁministéroa gevore ﬁhi :lngg to these unfortunate slaveon, .They
olso corraled plaveo Lach te taeir nesters if thoy wore ceuvght

out after nino o'oleck at nigzht ~.ilthout & pess from thelr mmetors.

Georso Lyour;cs wss born at Livor“ool, Englend nnd
becrsie & aéaman at mi emrly agne idvard thinls he micht havo had
o fuir oducttion if ho & hod tio chazce. Tho nother, Julic
fray, Tyourgas, viay the deuchter of Perbera and David Grry, claves

of the Flamingsn of Clay Ceuanty, Mlorlda.

qusu Blavoes vere inheritos Lron conoration %o gonore
ation una;ho ong.eVor thought to 9911 ono exo0pt for punishmontd
~or in Gire neces. Liye Thcy were treatod kinCly und llio moet:
glaves of tho wealth,, Lad no knovle 5o ¢f the reol crublticc of
olavery, bud upon the Geeth of thoir cvmor 14 Locume nooescory to

pareel tho slaves cut to difforont hcirg, gone of vhom 414 not



boiicve in holiding thoce unforturates, Thesc would %o qﬁo-
litloninte, vere not averse to ylaoing 2t cuctlion thelr sharo’

¢f tho glaven, howei'er.'

1t wuc on thiv oconsion that Goorge Lyourgns saw and
bought the girl who wes tc boconmd hiw yufo. ‘HBoth aro now doad,

also ull of the scvorsl chiliran oxgept sdwvard vho tells thoir

story hare.

- 'Edward Lyourgd:_: v&ig ‘bern on Ootober &8, 1872, at Saint..
Aﬁguatln@, Florida si_mrtiy alftor tue reﬁur}z of tie fanily from
the ‘est Indics. o livod on hin father's firw sharing at an
carly a{;a tho haz2d work that gsecmed alvaye in atundance, aad |
lictening in ave to !ho':.xtvrios 1 tho recost viar, -7l heard hio
oldors. cive Ui nig for tnely froodon when tho, attended church and

vicn.ored whnt it vasg all aboude

‘ _No oae falled to atton@ church on Sundays and all work
ceazel: in a vicinity whrre a camp mee ting vas hold., Fsrmers
flocked to.tho moeting from all rerts of Saint Johns count&. Thoy
browslit food 1in thoir' largo baskeots.. Somo o'vmoa. buggzies bu§ aoat
of thori houled tholr families in viagono or uclkod. . '.t'hp cwnp 0oot-
inge vieuld aomot.impn 1nnt for nsovoral &ays acooerdings to the spirit

ual forvor oxhibitod by those attonding.

; ' !
iyourgné rooalla the atiriring eeracns snd spirituols
that reng through the wooda nud coulé be hoard for .several milee

on a oionr.da.v. And the river boptisms! Thono clinexed %ho



moetings;un woro atteniocé Ly large orowude ~f whites in the
nolghtorhoods All condldatos weorce dresacd in white govms, ntook-
ings and towels wround sbout their hoanda vandana fashions M0 by
tvio they.msrchod to tho rlver from the spot where they had drosscd,
Thoro vae eluays some atiring ébna to asoompany their slow march
¢ tho river. “Takg me to the water to bé baptized"” was the

favorite apiritual for thls oocasion.

Ag in cll) thinga, some altended cam; meetlngs fcf tho
oppertunity it aufforded thom to indulge in illiolt love maklng.
yhhora wenﬁmto phow %their finery and there wep plenty ofnit acoord-
lag tc Lyourcas' statemont. There secomel to be beautiful olothing.
e teama and dusglen overywhors--a gort of reaotion f£ronm tho
restraint upon thom in élaﬁéry. lany wore clothing thoy could not
aficrd.
Thore o600l 4o Le a deopor .nverest In pollticae during
tiver.c timos. Ungs mootings, en:inoored Ly "carpet taggers” wero
cfton held aﬁatiargﬁly atténaes, although the father of Ldward
did not hold with tiwse mebivitios very muche Ho often hoard the
preachor point cut Nogrdes vho attended the meetings and attelnod
prominenco In politico as un exsmple fer members of his flook to

follow, Ho bolicves he rocsllo hearlng tlie namo of Joseph Gibtse.
. i : . f \

¥oxt {o the rrenmcher, the lNegro mchool %4cacher wus hold

in greatest regpoote Unrtil she yoar ol the "shake" (eartaquake of
1086) there worse no iiegro schovl Ycechiers in 5aint Johns County

ond no gchool Muildingse They attonded classes at tho fort nnd



vwoze toucht bty @ vhite vwenan who had come fron "uy navuth" for this
surtcse.  Iidward vas allo 3o loarn very litvtle from lo bHluo Laock

eLater beocuse his help ves zecdod ca the farm,

tlo vwins o lover cf henmo, vory chy and 4id not care much
for vourting. o remolned with his rezonts untlil tioir Qooths
an@ €14 not lcave the §1q1n1t3 fcr meny years. Mo 1 s%lll une
marr.od and ronidou nt tho Clare /kite lMisuion, Jacksonvillo,
Floride, unere ho recoiver o omnll erlary for the piﬂhlinc Johs

pbout tho place that ke 1s able te doe
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Gonmplete

Dt e 0

1. Poreonsl interviow vith I'duard lLyourgas, OLL teot Achloy
Lureot, Jaclkoenvilic, Ilorida.
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