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Obama Lifts
America’s Spirit In
Speech Of Hope As He
Releases Budget Details

MARCH 5 - MARCH 11, 2009

Rosa Sly Named
Employee Of The
Year At Bay Pines VA

ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA

BY HAZEL TRICE EDNEY
NNPA EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Rosa Sly
SPECIAL TO THE CHALLENGER

ST. PETERSBURG - Rosa
Sly has spent the past 26 years
dedicated to enabling the
disabled American Veteran.
Because of
her countless
efforts and strong dedication to
success, Rosa has assisted
many Veterans, by demonstrating a high degree of responsiveness to the Veteran’s and their
families, by providing excellent
consistent high quality work,
and maintaining a positive
attitude. As a veteran
employee, Rosa, exhibits the
kind of work ethic and professionalism that one appreciates
in an employee.
The Director’s office and
Attorneys who value her
opinion often rely on Rosa to

guide them when resolving
issues. She is always providing
a service, whether it is to the
Veterans office or to their
family members. Rosa exemplifies what is to be a good
American citizen in the
community.
In 2006, Sly received an
award of achievement for
helping disabled veterans to
become organized in the nation.
She is the first AfricanAmerican and first female to
receive Employee of The Year
in 2009. Rosa has served all
numerous committees through
out her extraordinary career:
Combined Federal Campaign,
AAEP, DAV, A Narcotics

E MP LO YEE

continued on pg. 4

WASHINGTON (NNPA) –
In his first speech before
Congress, filled with the
soaring inspiration reminiscent
of his campaign, President
Barack Obama last week
promised the nation, “We will
rebuild, we will recover, and the
United States of America will
emerge stronger than before.”
Surrounded by cheering and
applauding Democrats and less
optimistic Republicans, he said,
“The weight of this crisis will
not determine the destiny of this
nation. The answers to our
problems don’t lie beyond our
reach. They exist in our laboratories and our universities; in
our fields and our factories; in
the imaginations of our entrepreneurs and the pride of the
hardest working people on
Earth. Those qualities that have
made America the greatest force
of progress and prosperity in
human history we still possess
in ample measure.”
America has been devastated by the economic crisis with
millions now unemployed and
black unemployment nearing 13
percent. Millions were glued to
their television sets for the Feb.
24 speech, looking for a word of
hope as Obama prepared to
unveil his first budget.

Photograph courtesy of NNPA/White House photo

Amidst crisis, President Obama spoke to his first joint session of Congress, February 24, 2009.
He is flanked by Vice President Joe Biden and House Speaker Nancy Pelosi.

The President was realistic:
“You don’t need to hear another
list of statistics to know that our
economy is in crisis, because
you live it every day. It’s the
worry you wake up with and the
source of sleepless nights. It’s
the job you thought you’d retire
from but now have lost; the
business you built your dreams
upon that’s now hanging by a
thread; the college acceptance
letter your child had to put back
in the envelope. The impact of
this recession is real, and it is
everywhere,” he said. “What is

required now is for this country
to pull together, confront boldly
the challenges we face, and take
responsibility for our future
once more.”
Part of the exuberance
among Democratic members of
the House and Senate, was no
doubt their recollection that it
was the eight-year Republican
Administration of President
George Bush that has led to the
crisis.
“The Bush Administration
left our nation in fiscal
shambles. The problems our

country faces are significant and
it will require a lot of hard work
to put America back on the road
toward economic recovery,”
said
Congressional
Black
Caucus Chair Barbara Lee (DCalif.) in a statement.
“President Obama laid out a
plan to rebuild our fragile
economy so that we can emerge
stronger than before through job
retention and creation, investing
in our infrastructure and greater

OBAMA
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The Search
Gibbs Alumni Stepping Forward
BY STARLA VAUGHN CHERINS
SPECIAL TO THE CHALLENGER
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S T. P E T E R S B U R G Over the past month or so,
members of the Gibbs Gladiator
Alumni Association and the
Gibbs Junior College Alumni
Associations are revved up to
search for alumni from the two
schools who will go to work on
the campus, as part of the new
Dream Team project.
The Dream Team is a bicoastal effort among concerned
co m m u n i t y m e m b e r s a n d
leaders to employ the “it takes a
village concept,” at targeted
schools in Pinellas and Miami
Dade Counties, in an effort
to close the achievement gap
amo n g A f r i c a n - A m e r i c a n
students.
The presidents of the two

organizations - Minson Rubin
(Gibbs High class of 1963) and
Bill McCloud (St. Petersburg
Junior College class of 1973) want you to continue the legacy
started by Gibbs graduates who
have gone o u t i n t o t h e
w o r l d a n d local community
offering their expertise and
involvement as mentors to
students who sorely need
someone who cares.
Already faithful alumni are
stepping up to the plate for
Gibbs High. Gwendolyn Reese
(class of 1966), Askia Aquil
(class of 1964), and Al
Thornton, who is a graduate of
both Gibbs High (class of 1958)
and the former Gibbs Junior
College, are among the earliest
volunteers.
“Gibbs High is one of
Pinellas County’s flagship

schools. In addition to preserving the rich heritage and history
of Gibbs,” Gwendolyn Reese
says, “it is extremely important
that we give back to the school
that gave so much to us.”
“Gibbs High was much
more than a school. It was a
focal point in the black
community. From its hallowed
halls, many students have gone
forth to serve this community
and others throughout the nation
with distinction.”
“They are the children from
today's graduating classes.
These are our children and they
need us. We need to get
involved and help close the
achievement gap. If not us, then
who? If not now … when?”
Reese adds.

GIBBS

continued on pg. 3
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OPINION
Not Out Of The Woods
With The Chimp Controversy
BY GEORGE E
CURRY
NNPA COLUMNIST

The crude Ne w
York Post cartoon starring
President Barack Obama as a
dead stimulus bill-writing chimpanzee has been roundly and justifiably criticized as racist. And
the half-hearted apologies by the
editor and, later, the owner of the
New York Post, have been
exposed for what they are, half
hearted. While much has been
written about longtime efforts to
equate African-Americans with
apes, not enough has been said
about the broader motivation
behind portraying blacks as less
than human.
Depicting African-Americans
as animalistic was part of a
larger campaign, both in Europe
and the early American
colonies, orchestrated to rationalize slavery. No one claiming
to be human can justify
enslaving another group of
people and violently
s t ri p ping them of the ir
humanity. So white supremacists launched a systematic
effort to portray blacks as
animals unworthy of being
viewed as humans.
Geocities.com has listed
some interesting 19th Century
examples of what it calls “scientific rationalism.”
The site opens with the
observation: “Scholars began
to take a more “scientific”
approach in understanding the
difference between blacks and

whites. They placed great
emphasis on environmental
factors. French “free” thinkers
believed that every man was
born equal, but their environment resulted in some kind of
hierarchy with whites on top,
blacks on bottom. According to
their train of logic, a black
person could become just as
superior as a European if they
were removed from Africa and
placed into Europe. During this
time, philosophers used their
claim to justify slavery.”
The notion that Africans
needed to be taken to Europe in
order to be elevated was flawed.
Civilization originated in Egypt,
not Rome, Greece, France or
Britain. That fact is undisputed
yet the idea persists to this day
that Africa represented jungles
while Europe was the birthplace
of a supposed higher order.
George Cuvier was considered the Aristotle of his age and
is credited with being the
founder of geology, paleontology and comparative anatomy.
In 1812, he described Africans
as “the most degraded of human
races, whose form approaches
that of the beast and whose
intelligence is nowhere great
enough to arrive at regular government.”
By contrast, he asserted,
“The white race, with oval face,
straight hair and nose, to which
the civilized peoples of Europe
belong and which appear to us
the most beautiful of all, is also
superior to others by its genius,
courage and activity.”

Dr. Julien-Joseph Virey,
wri t i n g an es s ay i n t h e
Dictionary of Medical Science,
said in 1819: “Among us whites
the forehead is pushed forward,
the mouth is pulled back as if
we were destined to think rather
than eat; the Negro has a
shortened forehead and mouth
that is pushed forward as if he
were made to eat instead of to
think.”
As the American colonies
fought for independence from
Britain, their leaders advanced
the idea that they were special
people, chosen by God, to rule
over expanded territories. That
idea was best expressed by
“manifest destiny,” a term
coined by journalist John L.
O’Sullivan in 1845 to justify
imperialism. The doctrine was
invoked to defend the U.S.
annexation of Texas, Oregon,
New Mexico, California and
later Alaska, Hawaii and the
Philippines.
It was in 1859 that Charles
Darwin posited that humans
evolved from apes, with blacks
being an inferior order.
I have written in this space
and in the Philadelphia Inquirer
that Abraham Lincoln, the socalled Great Liberator, believed
that blacks were inferior to
whites, saying in 1858, “I am
not, nor ever have been, in favor
of bringing about in any way the
social and political equality of
the white and black races…”
The notion of white superiority was ingrained in this
nation’s
racially-segregated

customs and laws. In what
became a landmark Supreme
Court ruling, Dred Scott, who
was enslaved, moved with his
master from the slave state of
Missouri to the free state of
Illinois and then to the
Wisconsin Territory, where
slavery was also prohibited.
After Scott’s owner, an Army
surgeon, was reassigned to
Missouri, Scott sued for his
freedom.
The case reached the
Supreme Court, where it was
decided that no slave descendant, free or enslaved, could
ever be a U.S. citizen or had
ever been a citizen and therefore
had no right to sue in federal
courts. Chief Justice Roger B.
Taney, writing for seven of the
nine justices, argued that the
Founding
Fathers
viewed
blacks as “beings of an inferior
order, and altogether unfit to
associate with the white race,
either in social or political
relations, and so far inferior that
they had no rights which the
white man was bound to
respect.’’
That ruling, Scott v.
Stanford, was the law of the
land until the 1954 Brown v.
Board of Education ruling
outlawing separate but equal
schools. As late as the mid1960s, Jim Crow laws were still
in effect.
Portraying African-Americans
as less than human has a long,
painful history. And the New
York Post cartoon played into
that ugly past.

Although their immediate
goal is to involve more alumni
in the Dream Team project,
Askia Aquil sees their efforts
as a way to strengthen the
class alumni associations
that often struggle to sustain
the participation of their
graduates.
“Ties to both the institutions have weakened over the
last decade,” Aguil says.
"People hardly identify with
the school anymore. It's a 180degree turn from when we
lived in the shadows of the
schools. My family lived three
doors from campus. We used
to play on grounds of first
Gibbs High school. When I
was old enough to attend
Gibbs, I would sit at home and
finish my homework until I
heard the morning bells ring
and I could still get the class
on time.
“There are tens of
thousands in the St. Pete and
Tampa area who are Gibbs
grads. Scores of surviving
former teachers and administrators right here. Consider the
collective influence of such a
talented and diverse group of
people. It is immense. There is
so much that can be done.”
Aquil stressed the connective nature of knowing ones
history and it contributing to
the present. Recently he spent
a day at the school speaking
with seven classes and found
the activities of the day were
of benefit to him as well as the
students.
“Adults can benefit from
this giving back as much as the
kids. I was there from 7:30
a.m. to 1:00 p.m. It was eye
opening and invigorating to be
amongst the kids and walk up
and down the halls. It was
uplifting. Most of the children

Bill McCloud

were eager to learn. I didn't see
any major behavior problems
and I didn't have any problem
holding their attention.”
“I spent part of the time
relating my personal experiences at the school like being
the yearbook editor in my
senior year. We compared the
yearbooks and talked about
the history. The new million
dollar addition and Gibbs
college being built adjacent to
the high school, it was
virtually one campus.
“History is important. One
of the problems is as a society
we don't have any real sense of
what went before. Once
people connect this, it has real
meaning to you. If they don't
have that it has no value
because it has no context. You
have to put it into context. It
helped them and helped me.”
“Just imagine if you had
100 thousand adults in various
age groups 20s, 30s, 40s to 80
years old telling what Gibbs
meant to them and what they
went on to accomplish. Those
kids need to know that. We are
part of a global community
and they won't feel that unless
someone makes them feel it.”

NOTICE OF FUNDING AVAILABILITY
PINELLAS COUNTY CONSORTIUM
2009 AMERICAN RECOVERY AND REINVESTMENT ACT
AND
CONSOLIDATED SUBMISSION FOR 2009-2010
FEDERAL, STATE, LOCAL HOUSING AND COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS
March 5, 2009

Pinellas County expects to receive American Recovery and Reinvestment Act funding to
beused in the current fiscal year and approximately $5,589,189 in Federal grant funds and
program income for the fiscal year beginning October 1, 2009. The approximate expected
funding sources and amounts are:
$ 2,979,575
$ 809,226
$ 1,635,981
$ 14,908
$ 825,000
$ 133,725
$ 6,398,415

Community Development Block Grant (CDBG)
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (CDBG)
HOME Investments Partnership Program (HOME)
American Dream Down Payment Initiative (ADDI)
Program Income ($230,000 CDBG and $595,000 HOME)
Emergency Shelter Grant (ESG)
Subtotal

In addition, approximately $4,500,000 in State Housing Initiatives Partnership (SHIP) funds
and an estimated $5,000,000 in local Housing Trust Fund (HTF) funds, plus anticipated
income of approximately $591,000, will be available for affordable housing activities. The
City of Largo receives HOME funds as part of the Consortium and allocates funds to
housing programs.

Pinellas County has not yet received confirmation of its 2009 Federal grant or ARRA funding
from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development or its State funding from the
State of Florida. Funding levels are subject to change. The County expects final Federal
funding levels to be released on or before October 1, 2009, and State funding levels to be
released on or before July 1, 2009.

Applications: Applications will be accepted for the following activities which fall within the
priority needs stated in the County’s Consolidated Plan: (1) Preservation of existing affordable
rental housing developments; (2) Public Facilities in special districts or which serve a low to
moderate income population or special needs population, including the homeless; (3) Mixed
Income Rental Developments and Owner Housing Development (Please note that applications
for Housing Development may be submitted at any time) or (4) Public Works projects in
special districts.
Parties interested in more information on receiving funds for activities are invited to visit our
web site at www.pinellascounty.org/community/NOFA/default.htm or to contact Community
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Development at (727) 464-8210 to obtain an application. Applications are due to the
Community Development Department, 600 Cleveland Street, Suite 800, Clearwater, FL 33755
no later than Friday, April 3, 2009. Selection of activities is based on availability of funds,
consistency of the activity with the County’s Five Year Consolidated Plan and identified
priorities, no duplication of an existing program, and approval of the local jurisdiction in
which the activity is located.
Eligible Activities: The following are eligible activities under each of the Federal grant funds;
however, applications will be accepted only for the specific activities described above. CDBG
funds are used to provide decent housing and a suitable living environment, principally for
low and moderate-income households, and to eliminate blighting conditions. Eligible activities include housing rehabilitation and preservation, public facilities and improvements,
public infrastructure, clearance and demolition, economic development, public services, and
housing services. Eligible activities under HOME include construction, rehabilitation, and/or
acquisition in order to expand the supply of decent and affordable housing, and home
ownership assistance. ESG funds are used to provide operating funds and essential supportive
services and to rehabilitate shelters serving the homeless.
Jurisdiction: CDBG funds must be used to benefit residents located in the Urban County (all
unincorporated areas and all incorporated areas except St. Petersburg, Clearwater, Largo, and
Belleair Shores). HOME funds must be used to benefit residents of the Pinellas County
Consortium (Urban County and the City of Largo). ESG funds must benefit homeless in
facilities located outside the city limits of St. Petersburg, except that facilities offering
services for homeless unaccompanied youth or homeless ex-offenders may be located
anywhere in Pinellas County. SHIP and local HTF funds must be used to benefit residents in
the County (all unincorporated and all incorporated areas).

Ongoing Programs and Activities: Although the County is not seeking applications from
service providers, the County will continue to fund housing programs and activities in support
of target areas. Members of the public, owners of rental housing, and builders/developers may
access information about the County’s housing programs through the above website or telephonenumber. The affordable housing development application is available through the above
website. Ongoing housing programs include: rental housing development, rental property
improvement, housing development for homebuyers, down payment assistance, owner
occupied housing rehabilitation, and services such as the Homebuyers’ Club, and foreclosure
prevention counseling.
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Gantt
Report
THE

BY LUCIUS GANTT

President Barack Obama is doing all that
he can to improve America’s worsening
financial system. He has bailed out Wall
Street stockbrokers, automakers, insurance
companies and bankers.
Most of the money thrown at corporate
big wigs and executives has done little or
nothing to help the little man and little
woman.
You couldn’t get a loan last year and you
can’t get a loan this year!
No matter how much stimulus money you
print to give to the companies being “bailed
out,” the people will continue to suffer!
Why? Because the beast is still the beast!
The bankers who were making or denying
loans on the basis of race, are still dong that.
The bankers that were redlining black communities to refuse to give money to black
businesses in our neighborhoods continue to
do so.
But guess what? All Americans have
elected officials on the state level that are
supposed to be protecting us from financial
crimes like falsifying financial transaction
documents, making false financial statements
to government investigators and failing to
pay fees to conduct certain government
financial transactions.
If the state’s Chief Financial Officers
don’t have a clue about lying and stealing by
financial companies, why in the hell are
taxpayers paying their salaries?
Take Florida for instance. The Sunshine
State has been a safe haven for financial

criminals for a long time. When President
Obama last visited Florida he came to talk
about towns, like Ft. Myers, that were devastated by wrongful foreclosures.
The investigators in the Florida Office of
Financial Services are employees that are
either untrained in recognizing financial
criminals in Florida or they are card-carrying
co-conspirators!
Everyone in the world knows that certain
predatory mortgage companies were ordered
to sell all of their assets by a court of law and
that the mortgage company’s principals are
under federal indictment, but why doesn’t the
CFO’s staff know that? Why does the CFO’s
staff try to cover up crimes by lying to
companies?
I know you don’t like for me to pull the
sheets off of financial criminals and their
government co-conspirators, but all you have
to do is call Florida CFO Alex Sink and tell
her what I wrote and see if anything happens.
If she thinks I’m just crazy and all her staff is
perfect, tell her to holler at me.
Sink should join me in fighting beast
bankers. Campaign contributions, food and
alcohol should never stop you from doing
your job and telling the people the truth.
The Bible asks a question in Revelations
13:4 and the answer is, “I’ll fight the devilish
beast!” (Gantt’s book “Beast Too: Dead Man
Writing” can now be ordered at bookstores
worldwide. You can also purchase a book or
contact Lucius at www.allworldconsultants.net)

Book Drive For Goodwill
Childhood Literacy Program

ST. PETERSBURG - A drive
to collect children’s books
for Goodwill’s BookWorks
childhood literacy program starts
March 1. During March and April,
people in Pinellas, Hillsborough,
Pasco, Polk, Hernando and
Marion counties are asked to
donate new or like-new books for
children ages 2-5.
WTSP-TV and the St.
Petersburg Times are sponsors of
the book drive.
Celebrating its 10 anniversary
this year, Goodwill’s BookWorks
program promotes childhood
literacy by putting books into the
hands of children who may not
otherwise have them. Goodwill
volunteers read to groups of
preschool children at Head Start
centers and other locations and
then present each child with a personalized book to take home.
To donate books, attach a
note indicating they are “For
BookWorks” and drop them off at
any Goodwill-Suncoast store or

donation site. For store and
donation site locations, call tollfree 888-279-1988, or visit
www.goodwill-suncoast.org.
To volunteer for the program,
call Goodwill Community
Relations at 888-279-1988, ext.
1013.
The BookWorks program is
designed to instill a love of books
and reading in children from lowincome households to prepare
them to succeed in tomorrow’s
workforce.
Because
early
childhood literacy is linked to
later employability, BookWorks
supports Goodwill-Suncoast’s
mission of helping people achieve
their full potential through the
dignity and power of work.
Goodwill Industries-Suncoast
was founded in St. Petersburg in
1954 and is currently the number
one-ranked Goodwill in the world
for the number of people placed in
jobs each year. The organization’s
successful donated goods retail
operation helps support its human

services in 10 counties, including
employment services for people
with all types of employment
barriers, training centers for
people with disabilities, affordable apartment communities, and
community corrections programs.
Goodwill is consistently ranked
among the nonprofits most
deserving of support based on the
high percentage of revenue
funneled to its programs.

Tampa Bay Gets Its Own
African-American ‘Who’s Who
Reference Guide’

Only one region in the state
has done it before. Very soon,
Tampa Bay will have its own
“Who’s Who Reference Guide
and Directory” of predomin a n t l y African-American
leaders in twelve sectors of the
community.
Scheduled for release this
April by the Power Broker
magazine, the “Who’s Who
Guide” is expected to feature and
list nearly 1,000 people in
business, politics, the arts, media,
education and other fields. It
will also publish a line-up of
African-American and minority
executives in Tampa Bay’s
corporate sector.
“It’s taken us four years to
locate so many top leaders,” says
Gypsy Gallardo, who is publisher
of the Power Broker. “There is
far more talent in Tampa Bay
than most of us realize, and this is

EMPLOYEE

continued from front page

inspector, Day of Caring and the
COTR Transcription Team,
Stand-down for Homeless Vets

our way of strengthening that
network.”
South Florida was the first
region in the state to have a
Who’s Who Directory focusing
on t h e Af r i c a n - A m e r i c a n
community, which was published
in 2006 by Paula and Jerome
Hutchinson. Paula passed away
the following year and Jerome
has since transitioned from his
radiobroadcasting career to
launch Icaba Media Holdings.
Tampa Bay is picking up on
that lead to spotlight people who
are “moving, shaking and
breaking new ground for
African-Americans.”
“Another goal for the
“Who’s Who” publication is
to let people know what’s
happening in our region,”
says Deborah Figgs-Sanders,
Business Manager for the Power
Broker magazine. “We often

hear new online readers tell us
they’re surprised to see that there
is so much happening in the local
African-American community.”
This “Who’s Who” guide
also marks the 4 anniversary of
the Power Broker, which makes
it the longest-surviving magazine
ever published in this niche of the
bay area market. Lonnie
Donaldson, who worked for The
Weekly Challenger for over 20
years under publisher Cleveland
Johnson, is credited as a cofounder of the Power Broker.
Gallardo says she’s pleased to be
carrying the torch into the next
generation.
For more information about
how to advertise or be listed in
the “Who’s Who Reference
Guide,” call Gypsy Gallardo at
727-866-0873 or Deborah FiggsSanders at 727-420-2819.

and Point of Contact for My
Healthy Vet. Program.
When Rosa Sly became
Supervisor of Health Information
Resource MGMT SVC, her focus
changed to Veteran’s issues. She

assisted in raising over $175,000
for charitable agencies, which
enabled the organization to
develop relationships with our
veterans and improve on their
overall health issues.

H. & S. Swansons’ Tool Company
PRECISION MACHINING o TOOLING o ENGINEERING
PINELLAS PARK, FLORIDA

Paint Masker- 2nd Shift, masking exp. and

ability to read basic blueprint, stencil or pad
printing. Exp. a plus.
Janitor – 2nd Shift, general cleaning of offices,
bathrooms and break room. Sweep and mop
floors.

Project Manager - The Project Manger is

responsible for directing and managing technical
project(s) from beginning to the end, which
includes all aspects of planning, executing, and
finalizing assigned project(s) according to strict
customer deadlines and within budget. This position includes prioritizing commitments, identify
customer and product requirements, acquiring/
scheduling of resources, and coordinating/monitoring the efforts of the customer, team members
and Purchasing Department in order to deliver
assigned project(s) according to plan. This position requires a self-starter attitude, strong interpersonal and communication skills, ability to work
independently with little supervision, interaction
with people at all levels within the organization,
and the ability to influence others to take positive

action and accountability for their assigned work.

Education/Experience: Minimum of 5 to 7 years
program management (or equivalent) experience
preferably in the machining industry. Technical
Bachelor’s degree preferred, with a good working
knowledge of Microsoft Office (Word, Excel,
Outlook, and PowerPoint). Familiarity with project planning software and tools are a plus.

Machine Shop Estimator- Prepare quotes for

defense industry parts. Applicant must be capable
of developing manufacturing cost estimates from
prints, sketches, bill of materials or supplied solid
models after sourcing raw material, outside vendor
processes, and hardware requirements. Candidates
need to have a background in a machining environment, particularly CNC experience.
Candidates should have computer knowledge
including Microsoft Office, e-mail and ability to
learn associated systems. Current estimating software includes Micro Estimating Systems or
M.S.E., ProE, Smartcam, and Camworks for quoting with tool path generation and Solidworks,
Unigraphics, Cadkey and the above for modeling.

Email resume to human.resources@hsswansons.com or fax to 727-388-0765. DFW EOE/AA

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, MARCH 5, 2009

5

COMMUNITY NEWS
Earth Mission Ministries Present: “Kingdom
Development Training” Graduates

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS
Courtesy of

Saturday, March 7 - Human Rights Walkathon, North
Straub Park and waterfront. 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Put your best
foot forward to support Human Rights. Fun filled event
offering food, entertainment, educational speakers and to
walk with like-minded individuals supporting human rights
around the world. www.humanrightswalkathon.org or 727657-7026.

Bottom Row/Left to Right: Pamela Adams, Min. Joanne Rainey, Barbra Anders,
A’Quinda McKay, Cheryl Walker, Pastor Bessie Mohead and First Lady Katrina Peak.
Top Row/Left to Right: Bishop Jacob Wooten, Prophetess Jeannie Wooten,
Rev. Dr. Deborah Green and Pastor Robert L. Peak.

ST. PETERSBURG - Earth
Mi s sion M inis tr ies began
playing an active role in the St.
Petersburg community in 2008,
one year after the passing of its
founder, Rev. Dr. Constance
D. Samuels. Earth Mission
o b t a i ned an employment
placement contract with the
Florida Division of Vocational
Rehabilitation. This contract
provides job readiness skills,
job placement and job retention
for 90 days to individuals with
disabilities.
Earth Mission offers these
s e rv i ces to any intereste d
c o m m unity m embers. In
January 2009, Earth Mission

extended a second service to
the community. An 8-week certificate earned free course
entitled Kingdom Development.
The course studies includes:
The Holy Spirit Guides the
Kingdom, There is a Purpose
for the Kingdom, Who Is the
Kingdom’s Watchman, and
There is Liberty in the
Kingdom. The course also
includes a Three Session Book
Seminar - “I Come to Give
Life,” and The Holy Communion
is a Sacred Ceremony of the
Kingdom.
This curri cu l u m was
developed specifically for
church leaders to obtain foun-

dational instruction on how to
administer sound leadership
while assisting in the maturity
and growth of the Kingdom of
God. Instructors include: Rev.
Dr. Deborah R. Green/C.E.O.
of Earth Mission Ministries,
Pastor Robert L. Peak/Senior
Pastor of Mt. Calvary M.B.
Church, Bishop Jacob Wooten
and Prophetess Jeannie Wooten
of J&J Wooten Ministries.
The book Seminar Sessions
“I Come to Give Life” was
taught by the authors of the
b o o k , P ro p h et es s J ean i n e
Wo o t en an d h er h u s b an d .
Graduates include: Pamela
Adams - St. Mark A.M.E.

Ch u r c h , M i n i s t e r J o a n n e
Rainey - 10th Street Church of
God, Barbra Anders-Bethel
Metropolitan M.B. Church,
A’Quinda Mckay-Friendship
M.B. Church, Cheryl WalkerEarth Mission Ministries,
Pastor Bessie Mohead-New
Faith Free Methodist Church,
First Lady Katrina Peak - Mt.
Calvary M.B. Church, Cyinthia
Northern and Minister Fredrick
Hinton both of Mt. Calvary
M.B. Church, and Deloris
Elias-Friendship M.B. Church.
The next class is in June.
For information, contact Rev.
Dr. Green at 727-821-9472 or
earthmission@yahoo.com.

CLASSIFIED

HOMEOWNERS
INSURANCE

Cancelled or Non-Renewed???

727-393-4617

Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

WELCH ACCOUNTING & TAX SERVICE
1601 16th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 894-0511 • (727) 823-7910
Income Tax Preparation
24- Hour Rapid Refund Available
Notary Public
Information Available on Reverse Mortgages
(Serving the Community at this Location Since 1966)

St. Petersburg Office (727) 209-0814 • Tampa Office (813) 223-1200
Visit Us On-Line: www.fordlawfirm.org
NAACP Member Former U.S. Army Attorney

If you are 62 years or older, mobility impaired,
or on a limited income
YOU MAY QUALIFY FOR A
RENT SUBSIDIZED APARTMENT
at
540 Second Ave. S., St. Petersburg, FL
Call us at (727) 823-1575
FL Relay TTY 1-800-955-8771

MLF TOWERS

Holy Spirit, you who solve all problems,
who lights all roads so that I can
obtain my goal. You who give me the
Divine gift to forgive and forget
all evils against me, and that in all
instances of my life you are with me.
I want this short prayer to thank you
for all things and to confirm
once again that I never want to be
separated from you. And even
in spite of all material illusions
I wish to be with you in eternal glory.
Thank you for your mercy
towards me and mine.
Pray this prayer for 3 consecutive days,
after 3 days the favor requested will be
granted. Even if it may appear difficult
you must publish this prayer
immediately after the favor is Granted
without mentioning the favor. Amen.

WE WELCOME YOUR
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

CALVARY
CATHOLIC
CEMETERY

Burial Spaces

$990
$990

Cremation Niches

Pre-need
Interest-free
financing
available
5233 118 Ave. North
Clearwater, FL 33760

727-572-4355

1940 7th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida
(727) 896-2602

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance

• Chapter 7 Bankruptcy $500.00 Plus costs
• Workers’ Compensation (All Job Injuries)
• Employment (Job) Discrimination
• Social Security Disability
• Auto Accidents

Prayer of Supplication
to the Holy Spirit.

Creal Funeral
Home

WE CAN HELP!!!

ATTORNEY RODERICK O. FORD

Saturday, March 7 - Household Chemical and Electronic
Mobile Collection Day, Home Depot, 2300 22nd Ave. N. 9
a.m. to 2 p.m. Mobile collections provide a way for citizens
to safely dispose of unwanted household electronics and
chemicals. For more information on the items that you can
bring: go to www.pinellascounty.org/utilities/mobile.htm or
call 727- 893-7398.

MAKE YOUR SMILE SHINE IN “2009”
Ligon & Ligon D.D.S.,P.A.
5201 Central Ave.
Saint Petersburg, Florida 33710

727-321-7880

$25.00 OFF ANY ONE OF THESE SERVICES
*White Fillings*
*Sedation Dentistry*
*1 Hour Teeth Whitening*
*Implants*
*Extractions*

*Dentures/Partials*
*Root Canals*
*Gum Treatment*
*Crowns & Bridges*
* Veneers*

$99 New Patient Special: Includes Comprehensive Exam,
Full mouth X-Rays, Periodontal Screening, Oral Cancer
Screening, Custom Treatment Plans, and Study Models.

*NO CASH VALUE*. THIS COUPON MAY NOT BE
USED WITH ANY OTHER SPECIALS.

w w w. t h e w e e k l y c h a l l e n g e r. c o m

Serving the community since 1950
State Approved Pre-Funeral
Arrangement Plan

Burial Service • Funeral Service
Cremation Service • Shipping Service
Robert Creal, Sr., LFD
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COMMUNITY NEWS

CHURCH NEWS

Bayfront Nurse Receives
Compassion Award

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church

S T. P E T E R S B U R G –
Compassion can be felt all
around the halls of Bayfront
Medical Center. From holding a
patient’s hand for support to
taking the time to listen, it is a
character trait that Bayfront
team members share.
On Feb. 26, Mark Talafer, a
Bayfront registered nurse, was
recognized for his unyielding
determination to provide compassion as the 2009 recipient of
the Dr. B. Lynn Feaster Jr.
Compassionate Care Award –
one of Bayfront’s greatest
honors. Talafer made a lifechanging decision to enter the
nu rs i ng pr of es s ion a fter
receiving medical care at
Bayfront during a period of
he a l t h is s ues . He fe lt so
compelled from his experience
that from that point on, he was
determined to deliver to others
the same level of compassion
that he received.
Talafer, a Bayfront team
member for more than seven
years, is described by his
nursing peers as a, trusted friend
to all patients and their loved

ones. His compassion can be
seen daily. He’ll stop by the
hospital after hours to comfort a
patient’s family members and
uses light-hearted humor and
anecdotes to help family
members cope with challenging
situations. A letter from a
gra te ful pati en t d es cri b es
Talafer as a person “without
self-proclamation, but with a
genuine sincerity.”
The Feaster award was
established in recognition of its
namesake, Dr. Feaster Jr., who
distinguished himself medically
but was most remembered for
his kindness and genuine
interest in his patients’ well
being.
“I am pleased to see so
much compassion across the
hospital,” said Dr. B. Lynn
Feaster III. “This award was
created to elevate the awareness
of compassion and recognize
the important role it plays in
helping patients.”
For more than 100 years,
Bayfront Medical Center, a 502bed, not-for-profit, teaching
hospital in St. Petersburg, has

opportunity for high school
students and their families to meet
with so many admissions counselors at one time,” said USF
Admissions Director J. Robert
Spatig, who also has served as
president of t h e S o u t h ern
Association for College
Admission Counseling (SACAC)
– a regional affiliate of NACAC.
“USF welcomes this occasion to
share information about the 219
degree programs we have, the
research projects we’re involved
in and the financial aid opportunities that are so important to
students and their families. We
know USF will stand out as a

fullest spiritual life possible both individually and corporately; and we
communicate God’s truth at every
opportunity. Living out these priorities results in a kaleidoscope of ministries at Bethel Metropolitan for all
ages and interests.
Mother Katie Grimes and the
Mother’s Ministry will be hosting a
Seminar on Saturday, March 14 from
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. The theme is
“Fellowship of Women professing
Godliness in a Changing World.” The
speaker for the occasion is Carole
Alexander, Executive Director of St.
Petersburg Pregnancy Center. Join
them for an informative and innovative discussion.
The Mission Ministry annual
“Evening In White” will be held on
Sunday, March 15 at 4:00 p.m.
Missionary Jean Murdock is the

speaker for this praise and worship
experience. Missionary Murdock has
traveled worldwide in her mission
work. The latest being India. You are
invited to share and help us lift up the
name of Jesus!
THE NIA PROJECT TUTORIAL
PROGRAM, Tuesday and Thursday,
3:30-6:30 p.m. for Middle and High
School students. Tutoring in Reading,
Math, Writing, FCAT, and SAT/ACT.
For information and applications
contact Bethel Metropolitan Church
office at 727-327-0554. GET THE
HELP YOUR CHILD NEED!!
NOTE: Monthly Prayer
Breakfast, Saturday, March 7 8:30
a.m. Fellowship Hall
Seeking Wisdom from the
Almighty Divine in 2009
Proverbs 3:13, 9:10-11 James 1:5

Mark Falafer

responded to the healthcare
needs of West Coast residents.
Bayfront is also home to
Bayflite; the largest hospitalbased flight program in the
Southeastern United States that
brings life-saving trauma care to
thousands in a 15-county
region. Bayfront provides comprehensive services in: trauma
and emergency care; orthopedics; obstetrics and gynecology;
cardiology; neurosciences;
rehabilitation and cancer care.

USF Takes Part In College Fair

TAMPA -The University of
South Florida will take part in the
National Association of College
Admission Counseling (NACAC),
college fair in Tampa, Sunday,
March 8 from noon to 3 p.m. at
the Tampa Convention Center.
Over 150 colleges and universities from across the United States
and Canada will participate in
what may be one of the best
chances to compare institutions
on this scale.
“With looming budget cuts
on the horizon and many schools
possibly cutting back on their
travels to this area, this annual
event may become the only

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist
Church “God’s House in the City”
under the leadership of our soldier of
the cross, and drum major for justice,
Dr. Rickey L. Houston, extend an
invitation to the community to join us
as we communicate Gods’ Word at
10: 00 a.m . wor shi p ser vi ce on
Sunday, Sunday School at 9:00 a.m.
and Bible Study and Teen Summit on
Wednesday evening, at 7:00. We also
encourage the community to make
use of our Prayer Line. (727-3219645)
Bethel Metropolitan Missionary
Baptist Church is committed to a
People-centered,
Christ-centered,
Team-centered and Bible-based
ministry; with priorities focused on
Love, Forgiveness, Unity, Peace and
Growth. We celebrate in worship, we
care for one another, we cultivate the

great value for in-state and out-ofstate students.”
In addition to the presence of
colleges and universities, there
will be workshops on topics
ranging from the admissions
process to financial aid and scholarships to navigating the NCAA
qualification process.
“ Wi t h t h e e c o n o m i c
downturn, parents are more
concerned than ever with their
children’s futures,” Spatig said.
“Furthering education and
academic experiences beyond
high school are important
opportunities to consider when
planning for careers.”

St. Mark MBC Male Chorus
Presents Men In Harmony

It is time again for the Men
In Harmony concert at St. Mark
Missionary Baptist Church,
1301 37 St. S., St. Petersburg.
Music will be presented
featuring various male chorus
from the area.
The public is invited to
come and enjoy the music on
Sunday, March 15 starting at
4:00 p.m.

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church, 3300 31st St. S., St.
Petersburg.
“One Lord, One Faith, One
Baptism, One Church”
The Season of Lent
The Season of lent is like a roller
coaster ride with emotions that are
down and up again and again, as the
story of our salvation makes plain our
sinful ways and the cost of our
redemption. We begin with Ash
Wednesday where we roughly bump
up against our own mortality. Here we
know that sin and death are real, and
they are real not just for someone else.
Sin and death are real for us. This is
where we begin the Lenten Season,

with our face pressed hard against the
reality of our sin and death. If we did
not know how the story ends, this
would be a dark and depressing
journey. Moreover, thanks be unto
God, we do know how the story ends
and therefore in the midst of austerity
and fasting we remember our Savior
and the Easter declaration that life is
always victorious over death,
Always!
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., God’s
anointed and appointed leader and the
entire Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church Family extends a cordial
welcome to each of you.
Join us for worship services
Sunday at 7:45 and 10:45 a.m.

We are believers in Christ who
are reaching out to the world,
preaching the gospel to the unsaved
and teaching the saved to serve by
demonstrating the love of Christ.
Weekly Activities
Weekly Meditation on WRXB @
6:45 a.m. Tune in to hear Dr. John A.
Evans, Sr.
Wednesday 12:00 Noon Day
Bible Study; 6:30 p.m. Intercessory
Prayer; 7:00 Evening Bible Study
Please our website at www.fmbct h e s h i p . o rg / E : M a i l :
fmbc3300@verizon.net Phone: 727906-8300.

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church
The St. Mark Missionary Baptist
Church, under the leadership of its
dynamic, spirited, man of God, the
Reverend Brian Kenneth Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and Trustees,
and the entire congregation of St.
Mark, extends to the community at
large, its wishes that there would be
an overflowing of God’s blessings
upon their lives. St. Mark is grounded
in a Christ-centered doctrine that has
as its central theme, a belief that we
are a haven of hope, help, and healing
for a world hungering for and
thirsting after the enlightened word of
God. At St. Mark, we are Christians
willing to work and partner in unity,
praising God for His awesome gift,
His son Jesus Christ.
Calendar Events
March 11 - Church outing Greater St. Paul Church Anniversary
at 7:00 p.m.
March 14 - Pastor’s Aid at 11:00
March 15 - Men in Harmony
Concert at 4:00 p.m. Come out and
hear some of the best male choruses

in St. Petersburg
March 16-21 - Progressive M&E
Baptist
State
Convention
in
Eatonville, FL
March 25-27 - Congress No. 2
hosted by First Baptist Institutional
Church, Palmetto FL. Rev. Fred
Brown, Pastor.
St. Mark Offers …
Sunday School is held for both
children and adults of all ages.
Sunday School starts each Sunday
morning at 9:30 All are invited to
come out and join us.
Baptist Training Union is each
Sunday at 5:00 p.m. Members and the
general public are invited to come out
and study the Bible with us and learn
“What Baptist Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry
Meetings are held every Monday at
6:00 p.m. Children in the community
are welcomed to join us.
Sunday School Teachers’ Meeting
is held every Tuesday at 7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Thursday at 9:30

a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
every Thursday evening at 7:00.
St. Mark After School Tutoring
Ministry: Neighbors Involved in Kids
Education (N.I.K.E.). Open to all
school age children ever Tuesday,
Wednesday, and Thursday from 4:30
p.m. to 6:30 p.m. CLOSED FOR THE
HOLIDAYS
DESTINATION
GRADUATION:
Wednesdays - 6:15 p.m. - 7:30
p.m. all Ages: Reading Specialist;
Free computer class for children and
youth. In addition, there is tutorial
assistance for Math (Algebra and
Geometry) and Senior Focus for all
High School Seniors (FCAT,
ACT/SAT); assistance with college
applications, essay and financial
aid/scholarships.
St. Mark Technology Lab: the St.
Mark Computer Lab will be open and
available for use on Tuesday and
Wednesday evenings from 5:30 to
7:30.

Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary
Baptist Church

Our “Children’s Ministry” has
moved to its’ new facility located at
the MZPMBC Children’s Education
Building, 919 20th St. S., St.
Petersburg.
Sunday school classes (9:00 –
9:45 a.m.)

- Grades 1-3: Classes will be on
the 1 floor
- Grades 4-8: Classes will be held
on the 2 fl.
Sunday Children’s Church
- Grades 1-3 Service begins at 10
a.m. on the first floor.

- Grades 4-8 Service begins at 10
a.m. on the 2 floor
All children are invited to attend
for Bible study and Christian growth
and fellowship with other youth of the
community.

Trinity Presbyterian Church

IT’S YOUR CHANCE TO RECEIVE A FREE MAKEOVER,
HAVE SOME FUN, RECEIVE FREE GIFTS & LEARN MORE
ABOUT A PHENOMENAL BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY!
Are you looking for Financial Independence or just a little EXTRA CASH?
Would you love to spend more time with positive and uplifting people?
Come out and learn how to BECOME A MORE BEAUTIFUL YOU!

Wednesdays 7 - 9 p.m.
Fridays 6 - 9 p.m.
Saturdays 10 - 12:30 p.m.
R.S.V.P. BY CALLING
Dianne Speights, Independent Sales Director

727-403-0144

This Sunday March 8th, Trinity
Presbyterian Church, located at 2830
22nd Avenue South, St. Petersburg
will celebrate a holy time of worship.
Please join us in worship as we
“Celebrate The Gifts Of Women”
through prayer and praise.
Women from various congregations will lead the congregation in
prayers for all who minister in the
name of Christ. The Rev. Deborah

Green will deliver the sermon. The
gospel choir under the direction of
Mr. Johnny Mells will render the
music. Sunday school begins at 9:30
a.m. and morning worship begins at
11:00 a.m. each Sunday. Bible study
is held each Wednesday evening at
6:30 p.m.
Upcoming Events:
- Sunday March 15th, after the
11:00 A.M.
worship
service.

Strawberry Shortcake Social and
BLACK PRESBYTERIANS: The
Legacy Series. A DVD Presentation
about Black Presbyterians during the
Civil Rights Era. (Shown in the Frank
Crenshaw Fellowship Hall)
The public is cordially invited to
join us for praise, worship, prayer and
study as we seek to fulfill God’s will
for His church in today’s society.

‘My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge’
The things of the world may be desired and possessed for the uses and purposes
which God intended, and they are to be used by his grace, and to his glory; but
believers must not seek or value them for those purposes to which sin abuses them.

Hosea 4:6

Suggested online reference materials:

1) Bible versions with Additional Resources go to: http://www.biblegateway.com/versions/
2) Bible Dictionary go to: http://eastonsbibledictionary.com/
3) Classic Bible Commentaries go to: http://www.ewordtoday.com/comments/
4) Dictionary/Thesaurus go to: http://www.merriam-webster.com/

BLACK HISTORY

“Celebrating Our History Is An Everyday Thing”
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ENTERTAINMENT

Source: Wikipedia Free Library

John W.E. Bowen, Sr.

John Wesley Edward
Bowen (December 3, 1855 –
July 20, 1933) was born into
American slavery and became
a Methodist clergyman,
d e n o m i n a t i o n a l o ff i c i a l ,
college and university educator
and one of the first AfricanAmericans to earn a Ph.D.
degree in the United States. He
is the first known AfricanAmerican to receive the Ph.D.
from Boston University, which
was granted in 1887.
Bowen was born in New
Orleans, on December 3, 1855,
the son of Edward Bowen and
Rose Simon Bowen. Edward
Bowen, a carpenter, was originally from Maryland, lived in
Washington, but moved to New
Orleans, where he was
enslaved and held in bondage
until he purchased his own
freedom. In 1858, he purchased
freedom for his wife and son,
then three years old. Edward
Bowen later served in the
Union Army during the Civil
War. Rose Simon Bowen was
the granddaughter of an African
princess of the Jolloffer tribe on
the west coast of Africa. (This
information comes from a one
page anonymous biographical
sketch of Bowen while he was
still living)
After the Civil War, J.W.E.
Bowen studied at the Union
Normal School in New
Orleans, and New Orleans
University, a university established by the Methodist
Episcopal Church for the
education of freedmen. Bowen
received a Bachelor of Arts

degree with the university’s
first graduating class in 1878.
From 1878 to 1882, he taught
mathematics, Latin and Greek
at Central Tennessee College
(formerly Walden University)
in Nashville.
In 1882, Bowen began theological studies at Boston
University. While a theological
student, he was the pastor of
Revere
Street
Methodist
Episcopal Church in Boston.
When he com p l et ed t h e
requirements for the Bachelor
of Sacred Theology (S.T.B.)
degree in 1885, his classmates
selected him as one of two
students to speak at commencement exercises.
After graduation, Bowen
became pastor of St. John’s
Methodist Episcopal Church in
Newark, New Jersey. He
received a Master of Arts
degre e from N ew Orl ean s
University in 1886. He married
Ariel Se re na Hed g es o f
Baltimore, in 1886. They
became the parents of four
children.
In that same year, Bowen
entered the Ph.D. program at
Boston University in historical
theology. He also did special
advanced work in Greek, Latin,
Hebrew, Chaldee, Arabic, and
German, and in metaphysics
a n d p s y c h o l o g y. B o s t o n
University conferred the Ph.D.
degree upon him in 1887.
Later, Gammon Theological
Seminary made him its first
recipient of the honorary
degree of doctor of divinity.
B owen wa s ch i efl y a
pastor after completing his
doctoral degree. He pastored
the C ente nnia l M et h o d i s t
Episcopal Church in Baltimore
and also served as a professor
of church history and systematic theology at Morgan College.
A gifted preacher, Bowen
conducted a notable revival

during this pastorate in which
there were 735 conversions.
Bowen also served as pastor of
Asbury Methodist Episcopal
Church in Washington, and as a
professor of Hebrew at Howard
University.
From 1889 to 1893 Bowen
was a member and examiner
for the American Institute of
Sacred Literature. In 1892 he
published “What Shall the
Harv es t B e? A Nat i o n al
Sermon; or A Series of Plain
Talks to the Colored People of
America, on Their Problems.”
He represented the Methodist
Episcopal church at the conferences of world Methodism in
Washington in 1891 and
London in 1901.
Bowen retired as head of
the church history department
of Gammon in 1926 but
continued to teach until 1932,
when he became an emeritus
professor.
Bowen and his wife were
the parents of four children.
One of the children, John W.E.
Bowen, Jr., graduated from
Phillips Exeter Academy,
Wesleyan University and
Harv ard Un i v ers i t y. He
became, like his father, a
prominent figure in the
Methodist Episcopal church,
and was elected a bishop in
1949.
“Who has not heard of John
Wesley Edward Bowen, who
was born in New Orleans in
1855, educated there and at
Boston University and has
worked at Morgan, Howard
and Gammon? For twenty-five
years while at Gammon he has
been the kind of upstanding
figure in the Methodist
Episcopal Church which has
made that church hesitate to get
rid of him and his kind.”
(W.E.B. Dubois from The
Crisis, 1918)

Today In Black History

Charles H. Fuller, Jr. is an
American playwright, best
known for his play, “A Soldier's
Play” for which he received the
1982 Pulitzer Prize for Drama.
Fuller was born in
Philadelphia, in 1939, the son of
Charles H. Fuller, Sr. and
Lillian Anderson. He attended
Roman Catholic High School
and then Villanova University
(1956-1958), then joined the
U.S. Army in 1959, serving in
Japan and South Korea. He left
the army in 1962, and later
studied at La Salle University
(1965-1967), earning a DFA.
After graduation, he co-founded
the Afro-American Arts Theatre
in Philadelphia in 1967, codirecting it until 1971. He later
moved to New York City, where
he still lives.
Fuller, vowed to become a
writer after noticing that his
high school's library had no
books by African-American
authors. He achieved critical
notice in 1969 with “The
Village: A Party,” a drama about
racial tensions between a group
of mixed-race couples. He later
wrote plays for the Henry Street
Settlement theatre and the
Negro Ensemble Company in

N e w Yo r k , w h o h a v e
pe rforme d sev eral o f h i s
plays. His 1975 play “The
Brownsville Raid,” is based on
the Brownsville Affair, an altercation between black soldiers
and white civilians in
Brownsville, Texas, in 1906,
which led to an entire black
regiment being dishonourably
d i s c h a rg e d t h o u g h l a t e r
pardoned in 1976.
He won an Obie Award for
“Zooman and the Sign” in 1980,
about a black Philadelphia teen
who kills a young girl on her
own front porch, and whose
neighbours eventually rise up
against him after being goaded
out of their apathy by the girl's
father with a sign. Zooman
presents himself as a helpless
product of his society, but his
victim's father convinces their
neighbours that they need to
stand together and achieve
justice.
His next work, “A Soldier's
Play,” told the story of the
racially charged search by a
black captain for the murderer
of a black sergeant on a
Louisiana army base in 1944, as
a means to discuss the position
of blacks in white society.
Although the play enjoyed a
long run, Fuller has said it never
played on Broadway because he
refused to drop the last line,
"You'll have to get used to black
people being in charge." It nevertheless was a critical success,
winning Fuller a Pulitzer in
1982, and being produced as the
1984 film “A Soldier's Story,”

for which Fuller himself wrote
the screen adaptation. His
screenplay was nominated for
an Academy Award, a Golden
Globe Award, and a Writers
Guild of America Award, and it
won an Edgar Award. After this
play, Fuller switched his focus
to movies for several years,
saying, "I always wanted to
reach the most people with my
work. Not enough people go to
the theater." He has since
written other works for the
stage, but they have not been
critically acclaimed.
Of his methods for
advancing the AfricanAmerican cause, Fuller said in a
1982 interview, "My argument
is on the stage. I don't have to be
angry. O.K.? I get it all out right
up there. There's no reason to
carry this down from the stage
and into the seats. And it does
not mean that I am not enraged
at injustice or prejudice or
bigotry. It simply means that I
cannot be enraged all the time.
To spend one's life being angry,
and in the process doing nothing
to change it, is to me ridiculous.
I could be mad all day long, but
if I'm not doing a damn thing,
what difference does it make?"
Fuller has received
grants from the Rockefeller
Foundation and the National
Endowment for the Arts. He has
also written short fiction and
screenplays, and worked as a
movie producer. He is a
member of the Writers Guild of
America, East.

Al ‘Coffee’ McDaniel
Blues In My Shoes!

The joint was rockin’ and
reelin’, bumpin’ and thumpin’
… in other words, this so-called
bright new voice to the blues, Al
“Coffee” McDaniel, was just
doing what he does best, singing
the blues. It was just a week ago
Friday in the Bayview Room at
the Mahaffey Theater, Progress
Center for the Arts, in front
of a near standing-room only
audience that McDaniel was
hypnotizing his audience with a
spellbinding performance.
Decked out in white a Kango
cap and white casual sleeveless
suit, McDaniel epitomized the
blues singer from years ago; a
time when singing the blues
from your soul, that let your hair
down, was the norm. The sky
was the limit and that was what
McDaniel was aiming for … the
sky!
Popular in the Clearwater/
Tampa areas, McDaniel’s visit
to St. Petersburg in concert was
the very first time he performed
in the ever so popular Rick
Gee’s Jazz Jamm concert series.
Singing tunes from his most
recently released CD album
“Blues In My Shoes,”
McDaniel wowed the concert
goers with the title tune “Blues
In My Shoes,” “For The DJ,”
“She Ain’t Perfect,” “Don’t
Mess With My Dog” (my
personal favorite), and several
others. As he explained to the
crowd about his musical presentation, McDaniel not only
delivered tunes in his own
down-to-earth personal style,
but also tunes out of the Barry
White, B.B. King and Al
Jarreau.
Delivering a combination of
soul, funk, gospel and some
rock feels, cloaked with a
blanket of down home blues,
McDaniel’s support came from
powerful instrumentalists,

Vincent Sims, guitar, Dale
Horton, bass, Kenny Suarez,
drums, and Robin Foreman,
keyboards. It was obvious that
the group had been playing
together for some time now,
since their musical vibes were
closely knit and tight. One could
feel the joy the musicians were
experiencing as a unit, as they
smiled at and cajoled one
another while taking their
respective solos.
There’s no doubt about it.
Al “Coffee” McDaniel is a
crowd pleaser. During his performance, members of the
audience danced off to the side
with smiles from ear to ear. It
was truly a festive night with the
audience begging for more and
more. Some of his local fans
from the Clearwater/Tampa area
were in the house, and you
could tell they were familiar
with him by the banter between
t h e m . M c D a n i e l ’s s t r o n g
baritone voice never wavered
from beginning to end. In fact,
it sounded as he it gained
strength in tone, as the night
passed on. True enough; this is
a vocalist who puts his rich,
coffee dark vocals to some of
the best swinging arrangements
one could offer.
Friday night was a stunningly fresh adventure into a world
of vocal music ranging from
light and upbeat to down home,
g r i t t y a n d g u t s y. I t w a s
McDaniel’s own personal funky
representation of his music portraying a soul’s journey into
life’s cycles of love, rejection,
sadness and frustration, and
then occasionally experiencing
a spiritual awakening.
McDaniel has appeared on
several television and radio
gospel music programs across
the nation including Las Vegas
at the MGM Grand Hotel and

Al “Coffee” McDaniel

Casinos, Nashville, Tennessee,
Atlanta Georgia, Raleigh, North
Carolina, Washington, D.C.,
New York City, and across the
State of Florida. He has also
performed with some of wellknown artists in the music
industry, including Billy Paul,
Gene Chandler, comedian
“Sinbad”, Joe Simon, Denise
LaSalle, and others. While on
duty with the U.S. Air Force, he
also performed in Europe,
South East Asia, and The
Pacific Islands.
McDaniel is the complete
entertainer. You can be assured,
if you’re attending one of his
concerts, you will be thoroughly
entertained. Until then, if you
want to hear some honest, soulstirring vocal music delivered
by a man who seems to have
experienced all that he sings
about. Then be sure to pick up
one of his CD albums: “A
Special Blend,” “A Shoe is a
Shoe,” and of course his most
recent “Blues In My Shoes.”
Remember to “Keep Jazz
Alive” by “Supporting Live Jazz!”
Jazz fans – do you have any
feedback? I would like to hear from
YOU! You may visit my website at:
rickgeesjazzjamm.com or email me
at JazzJamm@aol.com. You may
also mail your letters to Rick Gee’s
Jazz Jamm, c/o The Weekly
Challenger, 2500 ML King St., S.,
St. Petersburg, FL 33705.

21 46 38 THE LEGENDARY 1590 AM WRXB
PICK OF THE WEEK!
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482

CA$H 3
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3-7 1-4
4-6 5-3
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3 DECADES AND STILL GOING STRONG!
6 a.m. - 10 a.m. The Diane Hughes Morning Show with
Co-host Lady Norma and Sister Ora
2 p.m. - 6 p.m. Mid-Day Cafe / Maurice Sebastian
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
Whew! A Week To Remember For D-Wade

BY TIM REYNOLDS

Dwyane Wade

MIAMI (AP) - On Sunday,
Dwyane Wade rested.
With good reason, too. To
recap the wild Wade week that
was:
- He set career-highs of 50
points in one game, 16 assists in
another.
- His decorative yet protective cheek bandage the BandWade was ripped away by the
NBA.
- He scored or assisted on 59
percent of Miami's baskets in
four games, while averaging 37
points.
And ever the showma n,
Wade finished the week with
jaw-dropping flair.
Furious after New York's
Danilo Gallinari bloodied his lip
with an elbow, Wade hit back by
erasing a 15-point Miami deficit
in the final nine minutes Saturday
night. He scored 46 points, 24 in
the fourth quarter, and the Heat
prevailed 120-115 for their most
dramatic win since the 2006
NBA finals.
“D-Wade, flashback to 2006,
right there,” Heat forward Dorell
Wright said. “No doubt.”
Alas, the NBA schedule
never allows much time to savor

such accomplishments. For as
good as Wade was, he might have
to be even better this week, as
foes who only need one name are
looming.
On the road, there's Chris
Bosh, Friday, and LeBron again
Saturday.
Indeed, Wade's best week
immediately preceded Miami's
most daunting week.
“We've got to continue to
move forward,” Wade said.
“We've got one of the best teams
in the Eastern Conference
coming in in Cleveland. It's at
home and we've got to fight
again. It's playoff time. Then
Shaq's coming in and we've got
to protect home court. We enjoy
it and we look forward to those
games.”
The memory of what he did
against the Knicks, though, might
last for quite a while.
Wade's fourth quarter was
simply something to behold. A
three-point play to start the huge
comeback. Jumpers from 3-point
range. Blocked shots. Steals.
Saving balls from going out of
bounds. Drives for two-handed
dunks. Fist pumps. Telling the
arena and anyone within earshot
that “this is my house.” And
doing it all with what's known in
Heatland as “The Look,” a glare
that says he won't be beaten.
“I mean, that guy is incredible,” marveled Knicks coach
Mike D'Antoni, who was on the
coaching staff at the Beijing
Olympics and saw Wade upclose for weeks.

Along with the points, Wade
finished with 10 assists, eight
rebounds, four steals and three
blocks.
In the last quarter-century,
five players LeBron James,
Larry Bird, Michael Jordan,
Vince Carter and Tracy McGrady
have had at least 46 points, 10
assists and eight rebounds in a
game. None of those had as many
steals and blocks that Wade
added Saturday.
“MVP,” Heat rookie Michael
Beasley said. “That's all I can
say.”
He wasn't talking in terms of
Gallinari's elbow providing the
Most Valuable Pop either.
When Wade got bloodied,
Heat coach Erik Spoelstra drew a
technical for arguing why no foul
was called.
In the time-out that followed,
Spoelstra whose offensive
playbook is about as complex as
the federal tax code, made the
easiest call of his rookie coaching
season. “I said, 'Get out of
Dwyane's way.”
The Heat listened. Wade
alone outscored the Knicks by
seven points in the fourth quarter.
“After the Gallinari hit, a
switch came on, and we all
turned a switch on,” Wade said.
“So we thank him.”
It was a critical win for the
Heat, who've alternated wins and
losses in their last 10 games, yet
still hold the No. 5 spot in the
Eastern Conference playoff
chase largely thanks to Wade.
He scored a career-best 50 in

a loss to Orlando last Sunday and
followed that with a 31-point, 16assist effort two nights later
against Detroit. Then came the
Band-Aid issue, with the NBA
saying Friday that the bandage
he'd sported on his cheek, since
getting struck by Charlotte's
Juwan Howard on Feb. 8, was
“too decorative.”
So he played without one
Friday and Saturday, and will
continue to do so.
“It won't work on the lip
anyway,” Wade said.
But if Miami brings that
same energy into this week as it
had in the final nine minutes of
this past week, newly acquired
forward Jamario Moon said, the
Heat will be just fine.
“Everybody's human. You've
just got to go out and do your job,
man, try to keep your man in
front of you the best way you
can,” Moon said. “They're great
players. They make it tough for
you. But at the same time, you
have to go out and do what you're
supposed to do.”
Which is exactly what Wade
has done all season, especially in
the last week.
He's back on top of the NBA
scoring-title chase, still has the
Heat in contention for homecourt advantage in the first round
of the playoffs, and knows he's
got to find a way to keep this epic
stretch going.
“We could have given up,”
Wade said. “But this shows the
toughness we have as a team.”

Redskins Release All-Pro Jason Taylor

Jason Taylor

WASHINGTON - The
Washington Redskins have
released Jason Taylor, one year
after signing the former NFL
defensive player of the year.
The 34-year-old Taylor
would have earned about $8
million this season and missed
three games last year due to

injuries.
He declined the Redskins'
request to add a clause to his
contract requiring him to participate in 25 of 39 days in the
team's
offseason
workout
program. His 120.5 career sacks
are the most among active NFL
players. But he had just 3.5 last
season.
Redskins head coach Jim
Zorn said Monday that Taylor
“played hurt, but still gave his
best effort to be prepared and
play hard every week.”
"Jason Taylor was a real professional during his time with

the Redskins," coach Jim Zorn
said. "He played hurt, but still
gave his best effort to be
prepared and play hard every
week. We wish him and his
family the very best."
Taylor spent his first 11
seasons with Miami and was
acquired in a trade from the
Dolphins July 20, 2008.
The Redskins gave the
Dolphins a second-round pick in
2009 and a sixth-round choice in
2010 for Taylor.
Taylor is a six-time Pro
Bowler and 12-year NFL
veteran. He spent 11 seasons

with the Miami Dolphins, and
earned the 2006 Associated
Press NFL Defensive Player of
the Year award after collecting
13.5 sacks, two interceptions
and two touchdowns.
His 120.5 career sacks rank
14th all-time. His 42 career
forces fumbles are the most in
NFL history since the stat began
being tracked in 1991. Taylor
was a third-round pick by the
Dolphins in the 1997 draft out of
Akron.
In 2007, Taylor was chosen
NFL Man of the Year.

Barry Bonds Case Delayed Well Into Summer

BY PAUL ELIAS

Barry Bonds

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) The perjury trial of Barry Bonds
has been delayed at least
through July and likely beyond,
as an appeal filed by prosecutors
over key evidence for the trial
winds through the legal system.

On Monday, Federal court
officials set a schedule for prosecutors and Bonds’ lawyers to
submit legal written arguments
to the 9 U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals debating the admissibility of three positive drug tests,
so-called doping calendars and
other evidence allegedly linking
Bonds to steroids use.
Jury selection for Bonds’
trial had been scheduled to start
Monday, but was delayed last
week after federal prosecutors
announced they would appeal
U.S. District Court Judge Susan
Illston’s ruling barring them
from showing that evidence to a

jury.
Bonds has pleaded not guilty
to lying to a grand jury in 2003
when he testified that he never
knowingly used performanceenhancing drugs. The home run
king faces 10 counts of making
false statements to a grand jury
and one count of obstruction of
justice.
Prosecutors are to file their
o p en i n g b ri ef J u n e 1 , t h e
defense’s response is due July 1
and prosecutors can submit a
rebuttal by July 15. The appeals
court could then decide the issue
solely on the written materials
or put the item on its next

available court calendar for oral
arguments.
The deadlines set could
be extended by either side with
requests for more time to
complete their written arguments.
The appeals court doesn’t
have a deadline to decide the
case after it has considered all
the arguments.
Once a three-judge panel
decides the issue, the losing side
can appeal that ruling to the full
15-judge court or the U.S.
Supreme Court. When the case is
returned to the trial court, Illston
will then schedule a new trial.

Reed Snaps Stewart's Streak In Supercross

Chad Reed

NDIANAPOLIS (AP) Chad Reed won his first Monster
Energy AMA Supercross event,
snapping James Stewart's sevenrace winning streak at Lucas Oil
Stadium Saturday night.
Reed, the Suzuki rider from
Tampa, took the lead early and
Stewart crashed on the second
lap.
Stewart, the Yamaha rider

from Haines City, FL, raced back
into contention and passed Reed
on lap 13. But Stewart went
down again with Reed close
behind, and Reed took the lead
for good.
“I knew that if I had a good
start I could give myself a
chance,” Reed said. “James
(Stewart) has been riding
awesome, and I want to take that

next step. James made a mistake
and I snuck around to get the
win.”
Stewart finished second and
Reed's Suzuki teammate Mike
Alessi, of Apple Valley, Cali.,
was third.
Kawasaki's Austin Stroupe,
of Lincolnton, N.C., won the
first Eastern Regional AMA
Supercross Lites.

Shooting From My Lip
Phillip Haywood, Jr.
Challenger Sportswriter
Offers His Two Cents On The World Of Sports

Orlando’s Bishop
Moore Player
Has Local Ties To
St. Petersburg
St. Petersburg has a bit of
local flavor at the state basketball
finals in Lakeland. Orlando's
Bishop Moores High School
player, Courtney Keys, is the
grand daughter of the late Martin
Romell Jones and the great niece
of Martina Haywood. Jones,
Key's grandfather, was the first
African-American male from
Pinellas County to attend
Harvard in the 1960s.
Courtney Key's has been in
the Bishop Moores program for
four years, which has been one
of the most successful programs
in the 4A classification. Last year
they captured the state title in 4A
class-they have for the last five
years. This year they lost to
Titusville Astronaut in the finals
52-47, Key's scored five points

in her last high school game.
During her tenure at Bishop
Moore, Key's accumulated a
4.36 GPA. Key's comes from a
long bloodline of scholars. Her
future plans include attending
college. She has visited Harvard,
Amherst College, Emory
University and The University of
Florida. She plans to pursue a
degree in English. Job well done
Courtney Keys, for being an
accomplished student athlete.
Courtney Keys

Venice’s Slow Down
Game Doesn’t Stop
Clearwater

When Venice comes to
town for a game they bring a big
crowd and a slow down type of
basketball game. On this night
they brought exactly that.
The Tornadoes jumped out
to an early 15-5 lead. In the
second quarter Clearwater
grabbed a nine point lead and
hung on to a 26-17 lead at the
half. Venice went on a 9 to 2 run
in the third quarter to cut the
deficit. Venice had seemed to
neutralized the Tornadoes in the
third quarter. The lead swelled
to eight points midway through
the third. Venice closed the gap
with less than two minutes to go
in the third by the score of 3633.

The Tornadoes continued to
hold the lead with five minutes
to go in the final quarter, Venice
threatened on two occasions but
two great defensive plays by
Okaro White prevented Venice
from getting back in the ball
game. Then the lead swelled
back up to nine as the game
started to slip from Venice's
grasp. The Tornadoes cruised to
a 57-45 victory.
White led the team in
scoring with 11 points. Coach
Carden said that the effort was
collective from a defensive
standpoint. Role players were
key to victory. The Tornadoes
will advance to the state semifinals in Lakeland March 4.

Final Analysis
On Bogie’s
State Title Run

The Lady Pirates seemed to
have the game in their grasps
but it slipped away in the
waning minutes. There were a
number of things that prevented
the Pirates from going to the
state title game. Here are some
things that transpired during the
loss that were detrimental to
their demise.
PATHETIC SHOOTING:
At times during the game
Bogies shot selection was poor.
With about two minutes left in
the game Bogie squandered an
eight-point lead and could not
hit shots from the field as Davie
Nova slowly crept back into the
contest by hitting shots and
making foul shots at the right
time.
FREE THROW SHOOTING:
This is something that will kill
any teams chances of winning a
crucial contest. I am absolutely
sure that Bogies coach stressed
that the game could come down

to free throws, and it did. Down
the stretch, Bogie missed eight
free throws that definitely contributed to their loss.
OFFICIATING: The game
was marred by some questionable calls. However, in my
opinion, the game was not
decided by the refs. The Pirates
self-destructed by not making
shots and playing the way that
got them that far. After the
game Coach White was pretty
irate with the officiating and he
stormed off the court and would
not allow the players access to
the media.
If you were there to witness
the game you saw for yourself
how the Pirates let this game
slip from their grasp. You
should never blame the refs for
a loss especially when you don't
hit your foul shots. There you
have it, my final analysis of one
of the best games in the state
tournament.
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The Florida Department Of
Health Encourages Floridians
To Practice Good Hygiene
During Peak Flu Season

Black Lawmaker Calls On
Colleagues To Help College

TALLAHASSEE – The
Florida Department of Health
(DOH) encourages Floridians
to practice good hygiene as
influenza (flu) activity in
Florida increases, which is
typical for this time of year. In
Florida, the disease usually
peaks in late January or
February
and
continues
through March.
In the United States,
influenza results in approximately 200,000 hospitalizations each year. Annually, over
36,000 people in the U.S. die
from the flu, and most of these
are age 65 or older. More
people die from flu than from
any other vaccine-preventable
disease.
“Floridians must remain
vigilant in protecting themselves and their loved ones
against the flu, especially populations who are more susceptible to the disease” said State
Surgeon General Ana M.
Viamonte Ros, M.D., M.P.H.
“Good health practices such as
staying home when ill,
washing hands and covering a
cough are so important in
keeping family, friends and
coworkers healthy.”

Individuals can reduce
their chance of contracting or
spreading respiratory infections by:
- Staying home when sick
and keeping sick children
home.
- Cleaning hands often
with soap and water, or an
alcohol-based hand cleanser.
- Not touching eyes, nose
or mouth.
- Avoiding close contact
with people who are ill, if
possible.
- Not sharing eating
utensils, drinking glasses,
towels or other personal items.
- Covering your nose and
mouth with a tissue when you
cough or sneeze.
- Getting plenty of rest,
healthy foods, fluids and
exercise.
It is not too late to get a flu
shot this season. Parents and
caregivers can contribute to the
safety and well-being of
children by having them
immunized. It is also important
that adults, parents and grandparents who are in close
contact with young children be
immunized as well.
Annual influenza vaccina-

tion is recommended for the
following groups:
- Persons at high risk for
influenza-related
complications and severe disease,
including children aged 6-59
months, pregnant women,
persons 50 years or older,
persons of any age with certain
chronic medical conditions.
- Persons who live with, or
care for, persons at high risk.
In addition, immunization
with the vaccine against
Streptococcus pneumoniae –
the pneumonia vaccine – can
help prevent complications of
influenza in those who are candidates for this vaccine.
Consult your doctor to
determine if either or both of
these vaccinations is an option
for you. Individuals with
in fl u en za-l i k e s y m p t o m s
should contact a primary care
physician for advice about
management of their illness.
DOH promotes, protects
and improves the health of all
people in Florida. For more
information about the flu, visit
www.doh.state.fl.us/Disease_c
trl/immune/flu/index.htm or
www.cdc.gov/flu.

Government To Help Pay
Health Insurance For Out Of
Work Americans

SPM WIRE - Americans
who lost their jobs or will lose
their jobs anytime between
September 1, 2008 and the end
of 2009 are about to find it
easier to afford health care
insurance.
The federal government
has announced it temporarily
will pay for 65 percent of the
cost of health insurance for
laid-off workers who lost their
jobs during this period.
This provision was signed
into law as part of the recent
economic stimulus plan and
will provide people with up to
nine months of partial
payments for their health care
premiums. The money is
available to those whose yearly
adjusted gross income doesn’t
exceed $125,000 or $250,000
for those who file their taxes
jointly.

The payments will be made
through what is known as
COBRA, a federal regulation
that allows employees to keep
their company health insurance
for up to 18 months after they
leave their jobs. Now, the government will help subsidize 65
percent
of
ex-employee
COBRA premium payments if
they lost their jobs during the
qualifying period.
And workers who had
turned down COBRA benefits
can reapply and receive the
subsidy if th ei r l ay o ffs
occurred since September 1,
2008.
The new stimulus plan
covers premium payments for
coverage periods beginning
after February 17 - the date the
plan was signed into law - and
is not retroactive for coverage
prior to this date.

Don’t wait too long to
apply for the new government
subsidy, as there is a window
during which you are eligible,
depending on when you lost
your job.
There is some fine print,
however, as many Americans
who have been recently terminated worked for companies
with fewer than 20 employees.
T h es e s m al l b u s i n es s es
generally aren’t eligible for
COBRA, since it only applies
to businesses employing more
than 20 individuals. Speak
with your employer if you have
any questions.
For more information
about COBRA, which itself
became law in 1985, visit the
U.S. Department of Labor Web
site at www.dol.gov.

Florida A&M University Day
At The Capitol 2009
TA L L A H A S S E E –
Florida A&M University
(FAMU) students, faculty,
staff and alumni will join state
legislators Thursday, March 5,
from noon to 2 p.m. for an
appreciative reception to
celebrate FAMU Day on the
22 floor of the Capitol.
“During these lean
budgetary times, we need the
support of the FAMU family
to let legislators know that
FAMU and higher education
are important to Florida,” said

Tola Thompso n , d i rect o r
of FAMU’s governmental
relations.
FAMU Day is an annual
recognition of the university’s
accomplishments and contributions to the state of Florida.
It is also a day for students,
administrators, and alumni to
meet with legislators and personally thank them for their
support of FAMU and to
advocate on behalf of the university’s 2009-10 Legislative
Agenda.

FAMU’s 2009-10 State
Legislative Agenda is
available online at
http://www.famu.edu/index.cf
m?a=govermental.
During the reception,
P res i d en t Am m o n s wi l l
recognize legislators and
fri en d s . M u s i c wi l l b e
provided by FAMU’s jazz
band.
For more information,
contact Tola Thompson at
(850) 599-3225.

BY ERRIN HAINES
ASSOCIATED PRESS WRITER

ATLANTA (AP) - Monday,
State Rep. Tyrone Brooks urged
elected officials across Georgia to
help Morris Brown College
overcome a financial crisis that is
threatening to close the school’s
doors.
Brooks, president of the
Georgia Association of Black
Elected Officials, is holding the
group’s winter conference at the
embattled historically black
college this weekend to bring
attention to the crisis. He made his
plea alongside Interim President
Stanley
Pritchett,
asking
lawmakers statewide, regardless
of political affiliation or race, to
give $1,000 from their campaign
coffers to the institution as a
“show of faith in Morris Brown’s
courage and commitment.’’
“We plan to spend a great deal
of time focused on Morris Brown
College,’’ said Brooks, an Atlanta
Democrat, who says he is writing
a $1,000 check this weekend to
the school. “We are here for the
sole purpose of assisting Morris
Brown College in its quest to raise
funds, build enrollment and meet
all the challenges this great institution is facing.’’
Brooks said he expects 100 to
200 people will attend this
weekend’s
conference.
Membership in GABEO totals
more than 700, and Georgia
boasts among the highest number
of black elected officials in the
country.
Brooks said that since many

Georgia elected officials run
unopposed each year, they have
leftover funds that they cannot
spend on themselves and usually
donate to charity; money that
could easily be given to Morris
Brown.
Founded in 1881 by former
slaves, Morris Brown is struggling to clear up about $30 million
in debt, most of it being the result
of an embezzlement scandal that
brought it to the brink of extinction a few years ago. Last week,
the school was given another
month to pay the balance on a late
water bill from the city of Atlanta
totaling more than $300,000.
Pritchett said Monday that the
school has raised another $5,000
since
Tuesday’s
extension.
Despite the difficulties, he said he
remains committed to Morris
Brown’s survival and confident in
the institution’s ability to make a
comeback.
“Morris Brown College has
meant so much to so many,’’ he
said. “When a college like Morris
Brown is in the midst of dealing
with challenge and adversity we
must do what we can. We know
that this community knows how
to save treasures, and Morris
Brown is a treasure.’’
At l a n t a C i t y C o u n c i l
members C.T. Martin and Ivory
Lee Young Jr. also attended
Monday’s press conference.
Martin presented a check and
Young gave a $100 bill to
Pritchett.
“The resources are available
for the turnaround plan for the

complete restoration of Morris
Brown. The time is now,’’ said
Young.
Despite the down economy,
the response has been positive.
Pritchett pointed out that the
school was able to raise $90,000
in six hours last Tuesday, just
hours before the city was
scheduled to turn off the water on
campus. The school has worked
out an agreement with the city to
pay the $65,000 balance on the
bill by March 19.
Today, the school offers two
majors, down from 48 and 155
students, far fewer than the 3,000
who attended Morris Brown at its
height.
Morris Brown’s operating
expenses are about $350,000 a
month but its current income is
only $170,000 a month. Students
are ineligible for federal funds
because Morris Brown is no
longer accredited by the Southern
Association of Colleges and
Schools. Last year, the state legislature granted students access to
the HOPE scholarship.
Pritchett said he has been
sharing that information with
alumni and other would-be donors
in hopes of promoting transparency and boosting confidence in the
school’s efforts. For him, bankruptcy is not an option.
“We’ve come so close to
meeting the requirements to apply
for accreditation,’’ Pritchett said,
adding that Morris Brown has met
10 of the 11 SACS criteria. “The
only one we haven’t met is fiscal
stability.’’

Mayor To Quit Over Obama
Watermelon E-mail
SPECIAL TO THE NNPA FROM
THE AFRO-AMERICAN
NEWSPAPERS

(NNPA) The mayor of a
small Southern California city
who was criticized for sending
an e-mail showing watermelons
on the White House lawn said
late Friday he will give up the
mayoral post but remain on the

OBAMA

continued from front page

accountability and oversight of
our financial institutions.
Additionally, he understands that we must resist the
temptation to balance the
budget on the backs of the most
vulnerable Americans. Doing so
would be particularly cruel in
today’s economic climate.”
Among the specifics that
Obama said would be reflected
in his budget:
• Tax cuts for 95 percent of
working families, beginning
April 1.
• Comprehensive health
care reform.
• Ending tax breaks for
corporations that ship jobs
overseas.
He also promised to
eliminate wasted money
through:
• Reforms in the defense
budget that would stop
payments for “Cold War-era
weapons systems we don’t use.”
• Eliminating the “no-bid

City Council.
The Associated Press said
Los Alamitos Mayor, Dean
Grose, heard calls for his resignation this week after he
forwarded an e-mail showing a
watermelon patch on the White
House lawn under the title, “No
Easter egg hunt this year.”
Grose has apologized and
told the media he was unaware

of the racial stereotype that
blacks like watermelon.
AP reported that officials in
the Orange County town say
Grose will officially resign as
mayor this coming Monday. On
Friday, Grose told KCAL-TV
that he intends to remain on the
five-seat City Council where he
was chosen to serve by fellow
council members.

contracts that have wasted
billions of dollars in Iraq.’’
He also reiterated some of the
hallmarks of his economic
stimulus plan, including unemployment benefits, continued
health care coverage to help the
unemployed and job retention
and creation.
“Over the next two years,
this plan will save or create 3.5
million jobs,” he said. “More
than 90 percent of these jobs
will be in the private sector jobs rebuilding our roads and
bridges; constructing wind
turbines and solar panels; laying
broadband and expanding mass
transit.”
Obama describes his budget
as not just “a laundry list” of
items on paper. “I see it as a
vision for America - as a
blueprint for our future.’’
He continued, “My budget does
not attempt to solve every
problem or address every issue.
It reflects the stark reality of
what we’ve inherited — a
trillion-dollar deficit, a financial
crisis, and a costly recession.”

Leading black members of
Congress anticipated how the
President’s first budget would
deal with the poor and historically disadvantaged:
Congresswoman
Maxine
Waters (D-Calif.) said, “Clearly,
America cannot afford to spend
and spend and spend, given the
recession and the record deficit
run up by George W. Bush.
However, we can also not afford
to neglect essential programs
that assist our most vulnerable
populations and that offer
opportunity for all people to
share in the American dream. I
am confident that the
P r e s i d e n t ’s b u d g e t w i l l
recognize these priorities, and I
look forward to working with
him to move our country in a
new direction.”
House Majority Whip Jim
Clyburn (D-S.C.) concludes,
“This is a bold and decisive start
to the challenges we face…and
it must include the least among
us.”

We Welcome Your Letters To The Editor
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955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

St. Mark African Methodist Episcopal Church
“Where Everybody is Somebody”
923 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33701
Phone: (727) 823-6666
Rev. Keturah D. Pittman, Pastor

(727) 894-4311

Email: mzpmbc@gte.net
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School ........................................................9:00 a.m.
Prayer Service (Wed).............................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wed) ..................................................6:30 p.m.

Weekly Schedule
Sunday School................................................9:30 a.m.
Sunday Early Morning Worship Service ...11:00 a.m.
Monday Prayer & Praise ..............................6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ................................6:30 p.m.
Friday Youth Activities.................................6:30 p.m.

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
3200 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-1373

Early Morning Worship ................................................7:30 a.m.
Sunday School ................................................................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .........................................................11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting ................7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer Meeting ................................................11:00 a.m.

Rev. Norris L.
Martin Sr. - Pastor

“Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church”

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH

Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

Victory Christian Center Church

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Queen Street

Sunday
Morning Worship
10:30 a.m.

Church Of God In Christ

1732 9th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 896-4356

Elder A.P. Conage, Pastor

8:00 A.M. - Sunday Service
9:30 A.M. - Sunday School
11:00 A.M. - Morning Service

9:00 A.M. - Tuesday Prayer
7:00 P.M. - Wednesday Bible Study

4682 40th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33714
Pastor Maceo and
Tamika McGriff

Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr., Senior Pastor

Elder Benjamin
Adams, Jr.,
Senior Pastor

Theme: “Movers of the Christ Purpose”
Edifying the Church; Evangelizing the Community (Acts 1:4-8)

MORNING WORSHIP 11:00 a.m.

(to book your travel engagements)

New Pleasant Grove Baptist Church

ORDER OF SERVICE
Sunday School ..........................9:30 AM
Sunday Worship Service .......11:00 AM
Bible Study Wednesday ...........7:00 PM

Rev. Prentiss John Davis, Minister
& Veronica Davis

Trinity Presbyterian Church
2830 22nd Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
727-327-8590

Email: trinityp@tampabay.rr.com
pastorwoods07@yahoo.com

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

Sunday School - 9:30 a.m. • Morning Worship - 11:00 a.m.
Bible Study – Wednesday – 6:30 p.m.
Holy Communion Every First Sunday

Rev. Jerry B.
Alexander Jr.
Pastor

Mission Statement

Reaching The Lost And Teaching The Saved

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
Luke 14:23 and Psalm 119:33,34

4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 Phone: (727) 321-7375
“Returning God’s People to the Word of God”

Pastor Clark
Hazley, Sr.

Alfonso Woods,
Pastor

www.abundant-harvest.org

Log on:
www.travelwiththechurch.com

1210 Union Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 823-2545

Church address: 1002 Palmetto Street, Clearwater, FL 33755
Mailing address: P.O. Box 1235, Clearwater, FL 33755
Church Phone: (727) 443-1861 • Fax: (727) 443-0431
Email: sjpbc@tampabay.rr.com
Radio dial: 1340 AM 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Radio internet: tantalk 1340.com

Scheduled Services:
Early Morning............................................8:00 a.m.
Church School ...........................................9:45 a.m.
Mid-Morning ...........................................11:00 a.m.
Mid-week Family Night Bible Study........7:00 p.m.

(727) 686-9356

Wednesday
Bible Study
7:00 p.m.

“Walking In The Promised Vision”

YPWW First and Third Sunday of each month after Morning Service

Sain t John Primitive Baptist Church

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Sunday School....................................9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday General Worship ......................................11:00 a.m.
Communion .......................................................First Sunday
Sunday New Member Orientation..........................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting .................7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study.......................7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study ............7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday Tutoring ............................6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Mission Statement
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God returning to God’s
Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His love among one another.

First Baptist Institutional
Church
3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL
Phone: 323-7518

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

REV. WAYNE G.
THOMPSON, PASTOR

YOUR CHURCH
COULD BE HERE!
Call TODAY!!
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ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

Rev. Brian K. Brown

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

Sunday Worship Service.........10:00 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

Macedonia Freewill
Baptist Church
900 - 16th Avenue South

St. Petersburg, Florida 33705

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

820 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL
Home: 896-8006

Office (727) 895-4900 • Fax (727) 895-4990

Bishop
Raymond T.
Baker, Pastor

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Sunday Morning Service 8:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Mid-Morning 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting, Bible Study 7:00 p.m.
Communion is observed every first Sunday

Bro. Robert Smith

Sunday Morning Bible Class.............................9:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship ...............................10:30 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ...............................7:00 p.m.
Sunday Evening Worship..................................5:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.

The Church Where Everyone is Welcome

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

THE ROCK

(727) 327-8708

Wednesday
Thursday

Morning Prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.
Prayer Service – 7:30 p.m.

Bible Study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Van service is available by calling:
(727) 327-0015

Sunday Worship Services . . . .8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) . . . . . . . .4:00 p.m.

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Monday thru Thursday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

NOW AVAILABLE!

Tuesday

Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11:30 a.m.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Rev. Wallace Elliott Sr. - Pastor

OF

SERVICES

Sunday

McCabe United Methodist Church

Place Your Church Here!

2800 26th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-867-5287 • Fax: 727-906-9808

This Space! 727-896-2922

Sunday Worship Services . . . . . . . . . . . .10:00 a.m.
Sunday Children Church . . . . . . . . . . . . .10:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8:50 a.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:30 p.m.
Senior Fellowship (2nd Wednesday) . . . .12:30 p.m.

Call Today To Reserve

Advertise in the
Church Directory!
CALL
727-896-2922

A Discipleship Making Community

Missionary Baptist Church

Sunday .............7:45 A.M. and 10:45 A.M. Worship
Sunday School..............................................9:30 A.M.
Monday Morning Meditation WRXB.....6:45 A.M.
Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 P.M. Prayer and Bible Study
Thursday...........................7 P.M. Youth Enrichment

Rev. I. James Mitchell,
Senior Pastor

GREATER MT. ZION AFRICAN METHODIST
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Friendship
3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

1045 16th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33705
email: info@greatermtzioname.org
Website: www.greatermtzioname.org

Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

“Serving and Saving
“Helping and
Healing”

“Inspiring and
Instructing”
“Praying and
Praising”

Early Morning Worship .....................................7:30 a.m.
Sunday School ...................................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .............................................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Vintage Bible Study.....11:00 a.m. - 12 noon
Wednesday Bible Study.....................................6:00 p.m.
Rev. Clarence Williams,
Wednesday Prayer Service ................................7:00 p.m.

Pastor

Live Broadcast WRXB (Every Sunday • 8:30 a.m.)Tape Ministry • Bus Ministry

Need a tape of a service or transportation – Dial 894-1393
"The church with a heart in the heart of the city"

10th Street Church Of God
207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

(727) 898-9407

Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 p.m.

New Mt. Olive Primitive Baptist Church
Elder Tony L. Bradley, Pastor

Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 p.m.

3001 18th Avenue South • Saint Petersburg, Florida 33712
Phone: (727) 327-9904 • Fax: (727) 322-0409
Church School - 9:30 A.M. • Morning Worship - 11:00 A.M.
Wednesday Night Prayer Meeting & Bible Study - 7:00 P.M.
Worship Service Every Thursday Night after the First Sunday, at 7:00 P.M.

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!
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