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School Budget
Cuts Prompt
Community Group
To ‘Revive The
Village’

ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA

Photograph courtesy of Gypsy Gallardo

Dr. Julie Janssen, speaking, and Gwen Reese

BY GYPSY GALLARDO
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER

S T. PETERSBUR G They came. They listened.
They welcomed the new
Dream Team project with
open arms. “I am truly
excited, because this is exactly
what we need to help children
who are dropping out and
failing out at an alarming
rate,” says Tamika HughesLeeks, who is co-chair of
the Implementation Team
working to put 300 new volunteers to work on three
school campuses.
Against the goal of
recruiting 100 new volunteers
this spring, over 130

community leaders, parents
and college-age volunteers
showed up this past Thursday
to show their support for the
start of something new. They
were greeted by Dr. Julie
Janssen, Superintendent of
Pinellas County Schools, State
Rep. Darryl Rouson, School
Board members Nina Hayden
and Mary Brown, and
Gwendolyn Reese, who is cochair of The PACT, the group
credited with launching the
new initiative.
Boys & Girls Clubs CEO
Carl Lavender, Jr., who
emceed the event, says “We
are stepping up to answer

SCHOOL

continued on pg. 6

From left to right, Dr. George Banez, Norman Jones II, Tangela Murph Bailey, Rinita Anderson,
Donza Drummond, Michael Danzey, Kenny Walker and Dianne Speights

ST. PETERSBURG - On
S at u rd ay, F eb ru ary 2 1 , t o
celebrate Black History Month,
the St. Petersburg Museum of
History gave a special tribute
to The Weekly Challenger
Newspaper and WRXB radio
station for being the dedicated
voices for the black community
for nearly 70 years. The program,
en t i t l ed
“T h e Art
of
Communication,” showcased
keynote speaker jazz bass
violinist Kenny Walker and
historian and author Norman E.
Jones II.
The 2009 Art of
Communication awards were

given by the Museum’s Executive
Director, Dr. George Banez, and
Marketing
Director,
Rinita
Anderson, to Ethel Johnson,
Publisher/CEO and Dianne
Speights, General Manager of
T h e We e k l y C h a l l e n g e r
Newspaper. A special appearance
was made by Michael Danzey,
former General Sales Manager of
WRXB 1590 AM radio station,
on behalf of his father and mentor
Eugene Danzey, founder and
former owner of the station, and
Donza Drummond, current
General Sales Manager, Tangela
Murph Bailey, of Reader’s
Choice Book Store, musician

Kenny Walker and author
Norman Jones II.
Featured speaker Kenny
Walker, explained and showed
how a jazz musician connects
with his audience. It was evident
that Kenny really enjoys being a
bass violinist and speaker for the
Al Downing Jazz Association.
His eyes lit up when he talked
about his favorite jazz artist,
Duke Ellington. Kenny currently
plays with Gumbi Ortiz and the
Latino Projekt band.
Norman E. Jones II spoke
about his new book “The Art of
Livin’ Ink,” about his father
Norman E. Jones, the controver-

sial African-American photojournalist, whom he barely knew until
he was grown.
The audience was made up of
many familiar faces in the crowd
who seemed to appreciate the
speakers and the program.
Tangela Murph Bailey said it
best, “Let’s make Black History
about more than just the month of
February. We should celebrate
our history all year long, for all of
the accomplishments we’ve made
over the years.”
As The Weekly Challenger
publishes weekly, “Celebrating
Our History Is An Everyday
Thing.”

The Royal Theater Partners
With The Florida Dance Theatre
BY: JOYCE NANETTE JOHNSON
SPECIAL TO THE CHALLENGER
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“Dreams, A Celebration of Black History and Culture Through
The Art of Dance” at the Florida Dance Theatre

S T. P E T E R S B U R G The Florida Dance Theatre
presented “Dreams, A
Celebration of Black History &
Culture Through The Art of
Dance” during Black History
Month, at the Royal Theater
Boys & Girls Club Arts
Academy. The exhilarating
dance performances saluted
African-American music,
artists, dancers, writers, and
political activists using dance
techniques from ballet, modern
jazz, to even a rousing segment
entitled “Shake” that incorporated the twist and cool jerk
from the 60s. “This event is the
first time that a professional
dance troupe has appeared at the
Royal Theatre,” said Herbert A.

Murphy, Director of the Royal
Theater B&GC Arts Academy.
Recently, the Royal Theater
Arts Academy has partnered
with the Florida Dance Theatre
to bring professional dance
classes to the youth of the
community.
Florida Dance Theatre has
been based in Polk County for
the last fifteen years and serves
as a professional dance
company and training academy.
Its artistic/founding director is
Carol Krajacic-Erkes and
resident choreographer and
associate director is Ferdinand
De Jesus. Ferdinand De Jesus is
now “artist in residence at the
Royal Theatre and will be
teaching classes there.

DANCE

continued on pg. 7
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We Value Diversity. We Value Education. We Value History.

A knowledge of history brings a feeling of fellowship that runs through the ages — be it a territory, a village, a district, or a nation.
To live without history is likened to living without a form of memory.
To be without history is to live without roots or a past, with the present having no real foundation, and very little meaning for the future.
To know the events of our past (can help us) to know what future events can be.
The Weekly Challenger is committed to featuring articles of all ethnic cultures for the reading enjoyment of both the young and old generations.

OPINION
In the middle of all the
headlines and 24-hour news
reports about the economic crisis,
one critical story is just beginning
to be told.
Four days after Christmas, the
Washington Post ran this article:
“Child Neglect Cases Multiply As
Economic Woes Spread.’’ In the
article, area child welfare workers
talked about the noticeable rise in
the number of child abuse and
neglect investigations. Many of
the new neglect cases were
connected to families trying to
make do without heat, electricity
or necessary medical care, like
asthma medications and other
basic needs.
An emergency room doctor at
Children’s National Medical
Center in Washington, worried
about a recent jump in the number
o f c h ildr en coming in with
bruises, broken bones and burns,
and colleagues in other cities told
her they’d noticed the same thing.
Operators at child abuse prevention hotlines were also hearing

from growing numbers of parents
whose financial problems were
pushing them over the edge and
making them lose control around
their children.
The child welfare experts,
interviewed in the article, agreed
that economic stress puts already
fragile families, like those facing
domestic violence or substance
abuse, at even greater risk.
Families who may have seemed
fine only a few months ago are
also in danger. Linda Spears, vice
president of the Child Welfare
League of America, told the Post
she is seeing cases of “middleclass families living in their cars,
so afraid of losing their children
that they tell the children not to
tell anyone they’re homeless… In
late winter or early spring, I
suspect we’ll just begin to see the
impact on kids.’’
The same stories are quietly
popping up in many communities
across the country. Children are
already directly affected by the
nation’s economy. Between 200607, the number of poor children
grew by 500,000 to the current
total of 13.3 million-that number
is expected to increase even more

as the full impact of the recession
is felt.
And even before America
reached a full-blown economic
crisis, we already were experiencing a child abuse and neglect
crisis. In 2006, more than 900,000
children were abused or
neglected, and 40 percent of those
children got no help after their
initial investigation.
Now the threat is even greater
as child abuse and neglect
t o g et h er b eco m es o n e m o re
indicator of how Americans are
responding to the current
pressure, stress and insecurity.
Action is needed at all levels.
In Congress, steps hopefully will
be taken soon to alleviate stress
on families by extending unemployment insurance benefits,
getting food stamps to more
families for immediate relief, and
shoring up states’ capacity to offer
them the health coverage and
range of social services and
supports they need—all improvements included in the American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act
being voted on in Congress.
The Child Tax Credit and
E arn ed In co m e Tax C red i t

We live in a fast
paced world. Computers. Cell
phones. Satellite TV. Multiple
cars. Multiple televisions. Big
houses. We’ve grown accustomed
to all of these things, but are they
really necessary?
The economic news in the
United States is not good. Bank
failures. Bailouts. Rising unemployment. Stagnant housing
market and economic stimulus
packages; It seems that every day
headlines contain stories about
each of these subjects of our
depressed economy.
I’m not going to speculate on
how long the bad economy will
l a st , w hether an ec onomic
stimulus plan will help, or if
we’re in a recession at all, none of
that matters when it’s your family
facing cutbacks and job losses.
What matters is what we can do in
the “here and now”.
And instead of trying to
reinvent the wheel, some of the
best ways to survive a recession

can be found from the lessons of
our ancestors during past
depressed economic times.
A defining awareness of our
ancestors was the ability to adapt
and learn self-reliance. They took
the time to learn survival skills. If
they needed vegetables, they
grew them. Meat? They
butchered and preserved it themselves. Is your grocery budget to
high? Learn to cook from scratch.
Walk to the local store instead of
driving. Get active!
Instead of assuming you need
to pay for something, ask yourself
if you could learn to “do the job”
yourself. Sometimes the answer
might be no. But sometimes the
answer just might be yes. And if
you learn, you’ll not only save
money, but you’ll feel a sense of
accomplishment for learning
something new.
Education and training is
important; i t ’s t h e s eco n d
component to our “doing the
knowledge.” And you should seek
out root knowledge, not branch
knowledge. This means you can’t
just skim the surface of a subject

matter and suddenly become the
master of it. We must be patient,
learning on a personal level.
In our fast paced, Internet
driven society today, we often
lose sight of the fact that personal
relationships with others in our
community are important. But
they are. When push comes to
shove, and you need financial
help, having a local support
system can be a lifesaver!
For instance, if you need a car
repair, but don’t have the money
for the repair, you might barter
with a friend that knows how to
fix your car. Bartering is a great
way to get things you need…if
you don’t have the cash.
Teaming up can also help in
other ways. If you’re a busy
family who is used to eating out
when life gets chaotic, you can
cut costs by teaming up with
another family or families to
cook. If each of you makes one
meal, but triples the recipe, you
can give portions to your friends
and rotating a meal schedule so
everyone can save money. With a
few good friends and a little cre-
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improvements and the new Make
Work Pay Credit, in the recovery
package, will help get money into
the hands of families that they can
spend quickly for basic needs for
their children and themselves.
Families also will benefit from
anticipated expansions of housing
and job training opportunities.
Special help is needed at the
federal level and in states and
communities to strengthen
supports for already vulnerable
families challenged by substance
abuse, mental health, domestic
violence and to increase significantly, staff and services that help
prevent and treat child abuse and
neglect.
Faith communities and other
community-based organizations
must provide special outreach and
help with children during these
challenging times, and we must
not forget the important supportive roles we can play, neighbor to
neighbor and in our own families,
to ease pressures on stressed out
families. We know what works to
help keep children safe. But, this
help needs to come soon.
Children in danger and at risk
right now can’t wait.

THE BLACK PRESS believes that America can best
lead the world from racial antagonism when it accords to
every man, regardless of race, creed or color, his human
and legal rights. Hating no man, fearing no man... the
Black Press strives to help every man in the firm belief
that all men are hurt as long as anyone is held back.
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Economic Crisis Puts Children At Risk

BY MARIAN WRIGHT
EDELMAN
NNPA COLUMNIST
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ativity, you can make your
resources stretch a long way.
So often we convince
ourselves we have needs, when
those “needs” are really desires.
The next time you say you have
nothing in your house for dinner,
ask if you really have nothing, or
if you just don’t have anything
that sounds good to you at the
moment. See what I mean?
I know none of this sounds
easy or fun. And you’re right.
Sometimes it’s not either. But
when you’re trying to survive
tough economic times, when your
income has been cut drastically,
sometimes you have to do what’s
not easy or fun. You’re in survival
mode.
None of this is permanent.
Once the recession passes (and it
will pass), we can lighten up
again, reveling in the fact that you
survived tough economic times
without going further into debt.
You’ll appreciate your accomplishment and surviving the
learning experience, which will
make us stronger more appreciative people.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Darfur Activist
John Prendergast
Featured
Speaker At
Eckerd College

John Prendergast

ST. PETERSBURG - The
Col. Christian L. and Edna M.
March International Relations
Le c t ur e Ser ies at Eckerd
College will feature free,
public lecture by African
international affairs expert
John Prendergast “Stopping
Genocide and Mass Atrocities
in the 21st Century,” Tuesday,
March 3, 7:30 p.m., in Fox
Hall.

John Prendergast is the cochair of ENOUGH, a project
with the mission “to abolish
genocide and mass atrocities
by promoting peace,
providing protection, and
punishing perpetrators.” Prior
to working with ENOUGH,
Prendergast served as Special
Adviser to the President of
the Africa Group at the
International Crisis Group and
the US State Department
focusing on conflict resolution
initiatives in Africa.
Additionally, he has worked
with a variety of think tanks,
United Nations agencies,
and focused on issues
regarding the African
continent.
Prendergast has authored
eight books on Africa,
including “Not on Our
Watch: The Mission to End
Genocide in Darfur and
Beyond,” a New York Times
bestseller and NAACP nonfiction book of the year that he
co-authored with actor Don
Cheadle. Prendergast is now
at work on two new books,
one that focuses on his twenty
years in the Big Brother
program, and the other on
human rights an d p eace
advocacy.

Black History Month:
A Time To Fight A Leading Cause Of
Death In African-Americans

ST. PETERSBURG - Black
History Month is a time to
recognize African Americans’
achievements and is a good time
to focus on overcoming one of the
greatest threats to AfricanAmericans.
Stroke is the third-leading
cause of death among AfricanAmericans, and more than
100,000 people will suffer one
this year. African-Americans can
get help to reduce their stroke risk
through Power To End Stroke, an
educational cause campaign of
the American Stroke Associationa division of the American Heart
Association.
The association encourages
African-Americans to visit

Po w e r To E n d S t r o k e . o rg t o
register to receive a free enewsletter and to make a personal
commitment to reduce their
stroke risk. Once making the
personal commitment through the
Power To End Stroke Pledge,
they may become Power To End
Stroke ambassadors who help
spread the messages about stroke
to their family, friends and
community.
Other Power To End Stroke
tools include brochures, a stroke
risk assessment quiz, and Family
Reunion Toolkit, Power Sunday
Church Toolkit and “Healthy
Soul Food Recipes” cookbook.
The Family Reunion Toolkit
provides information on how to

educate families about stroke,
while the Power Sunday Church
Toolkit focuses on church and
community members. The
“Healthy Soul Food Recipes
Cookbook” contains healthy variations to traditional soul food
recipes.
The five simple signs of
stroke are:
- Sudden numbness or
weakness of the face, arm or leg,
especially on one side of the body.
- Sudden confusion, trouble
speaking or understanding.
- Sudden trouble seeing in
one or both eyes.
- Sudden trouble walking,
dizziness, loss of balance or coordination.

- Sudden, severe headache
with no known cause.
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s
message of freedom was reiterated best through the words of his
daughter, the late Yolanda King:
“We will only be truly free when
we reach down to the inner depths
of our own being and sign with
the pen and ink of assertive
selfhood, our own emancipation
proclamation. No civil rights, no
voting rights, no equal rights, no
immigration rights are worth
fighting for if we are dying from
heart disease and stroke.”
For additional information,
call 1-800-275-0448 or 727-5638087,
or
e-mail
dianna.king@heart.org.

Girl Scout Cookie
Williams Park
Volunteer Work Day Booths Debut Friday
ST. PETERSBURG - The
Downtown Neighborhood
Association (DNA), supported
by Friends of Williams Park
(FWP), invites anyone interested in improving the quality
of St. Petersburg’s central
Williams Park to take part in a
Volunteer Day on Saturday,
March 7. Williams Park is
located between 1 and 2 Ave.
N. and 3 and 4 St. N. in
downtown St. Petersburg.
The March 7 work session
will begin at 10 a.m. Activities
for volunteers include

planting, weeding, clean up,
and painting. Staff from the
City’s Parks Department will
work alongside volunteers and
will also engage in other activities such as pressure washing
the Williams Park fountain.
Volunteer Day activities
will coincide with the weekly
Arts in the Park Market, which
opens at 10 a.m. and runs until
3 p.m. every Saturday.
With questions or to sign
up as a volunteer for the
March, call 727-898-8851.

TA M PA – G i r l S c o u t s
of West Central Florida
announced Feb. 27 as the start of
cookie booths for the 2009 Girl
Scout Cookie Program. Keep an
eye out at your favorite businesses and stores and buy your
favorite Girl Scout Cookie
varieties. Booth sales end
Sunday, March 22.
For those who want to
support Girl Scouting in their
communities but don’t want to
enjoy the cookies themselves,
there is still time to contribute to
the Cookies From Home
Program. This unique program is
a way for Girl Scouts to give

back to their communities:
donations of cookies will be sent
directly to our military troops
through a partnership with
Support Our Troops.
The Girl Scout Cookie
Program is the leading business
and financial literacy program for
girls.
Through participation in the
Girl Scout Cookie Program, girls
learn the power of goal-setting,
develop self-confidence and
learn to work together toward a
common goal.
For more information, visit
www.gswcf.org, or call (800)
881-4475, ext. 1838.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar To Speak At
Florida Holocaust Museum’s Annual Dinner
To Life, To Courage and Compassion
ST. PETERSBURG - The
Florida Holocaust Museum’s
annual “To Life” dinner will be
held at 6:30 p.m on Saturday,
February 28 at the A La Carte
Pavilion in Tampa. Kareem
Abdul-Jabbar, former National
Basketball Association (NBA)
player and author of six bestselling books, is the keynote
s p e a k e r. H o n o r e d g u e s t s
include Nancy and Ray Murray
and the Bielski family.
Abdul-Jabbar, famous for
his indefensible skyhook, is a
six-time NBA MVP and a 19time All-Star. Since his retirement from basketball, Kareem
has written six best-selling
books chronicling the contributions of African-Americans to
American culture and history.
“On the Shoulders of Giants” is
a New York Times and Los
Angeles Times best seller.
“Brothers in Arms: The Epic
Story of the 761st Tank

Battalion, WWII’s Forgotten
Heroes” was the culmination of
a 12-year journey to learn
about the members of the 761
battalion. These men fought
courageously and were present
for the liberation of several
concentration camps.
Nancy and Ray Murray
are the 2009 Loebenberg
Humanitarian Award recipients. The Murrays are major
philanthropists in the Tampa
Bay community. Among their
many beneficiaries include the
Ray and Nancy Murray Library
and Tolerance Center at the
Florida Holocaust Museum.
Members of the Bielski
family will be honored for preserving the legacy of the
Bielski brothers, Tuvia, Asael
and Zus, who had the courage
and compassion to fight for
their own lives and for the lives
of many others during the
Holocaust. Because of these

brothers, more than 1,200 men,
women and children defied the
“Final Solution” and fought
back against the Nazis and their
collaborators.
The group’s compelling
story is told in a major motion
picture, “Defiance”, and in
an exhibition, “Courage &
Compassion: The Legacy of
the Bielski Brothers”, currently
o n d i s p l ay at t h e F l o ri d a
Holocaust Museum.
Funds raised at the “To
L i f e , To C o u r a g e a n d
Compassion” event will benefit
a variety of programs,
in cl u d i n g t h e M u s eu m ’s
ed u cat i o n an d ad v o cacy
programs, such as teaching
trunks. The trunks are filled
with age-appropriate educational materials that help teach
character education and other
valuable lessons. Materials are
correlated to the Sunshine State
Standards and meet a state

Courtesy of

Friday, Feb. 27 - Last Friday Concert Series, Williams Park.
6 p.m. Concerts will feature nationally touring artists and
several local and regional music professionals. Enjoy
delicious Tapas and spirits in the VIP area. www.lastfridayconcerts.com

Kareem Abdul-Jabbar

mand a t e t h a t r e q u i r e s a l l
schools to teach Holocaust
education.
Tickets for the To Life
dinner are available. Please
contact the Development
Department at 727-820-0100
ext. 251 for more information.

Pinellas Opportunity Council
Opens New Free Tax Preparation Site

T h e We a l t h B u i l d i n g
Coalition/Pinellas Prosperity
Campaign is pleased to
announce a new location for the
Vo l u nteer I ncome Ta x
Assistance (VITA) program in
partnership with Pinellas
Opportunity Council (POC).
Free tax preparation services

with electronic filing of returns
began on Feb. 14 and will
continue through April 14 at the
POC office in St. Petersburg,
located at 3443 1 Ave. N. Hours
of operation are Tuesdays from 9
a.m. to 5 p.m., Thursdays from 1
to 5 p.m. and Saturdays from 9
a.m. to 12. Service is provided

on a first come first served basis
and is available to those with
incomes below $42,000. Trained
and certified tax preparers will
ensure that all tax credits are
cl ai m ed , i n cl u d i n g E IT C
(Earned Income Tax Credit).
Taxpayers need to bring photo
ID, social security cards for

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS

everyone who will be listed on
the return, W-2s and other
income documentation,
employer ID number for day
care providers, and bank routing
and account numbers for direct
deposit. For additional information, please call Ed Dickey at
727-327-8690 Ext. 18.

CLASSIFIED

HOMEOWNERS
INSURANCE

Saturday, Feb. 28 - Tampa Bay Clean-Up by The Pier, The
Pier and Approach. 8 a.m. to noon. In cooperation of the Pier
Aquarium and the Ocean Conservancy. Come out and help
clean-up the Bay. www.pieraquarium.org or 727-821-6443.

Saturday, Feb. 28 - Classic Auto Show, The Pier approach.
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. View these classic beauties as you enjoy
the sunshine and breeze of the waterfront.
www.stpetepier.com or 727-821-6443.

Tuesday, March 3 - Public Meeting on the Pinellas County
BUDGET, Palm Harbor University High School, 1900
Omaha Street, Palm Harbor. All meetings will run from 5:30
to 8 p.m. We value your opinion. For more information visit
www.pinellascounty.org or call 727-464-3000.
Prayer of Supplication
to the Holy Spirit.
Holy Spirit, you who solve all problems,
who lights all roads so that I can
obtain my goal. You who give me the
Divine gift to forgive and forget
all evils against me, and that in all
instances of my life you are with me.
I want this short prayer to thank you
for all things and to confirm
once again that I never want to be
separated from you. And even
in spite of all material illusions
I wish to be with you in eternal glory.
Thank you for your mercy
towards me and mine.
Pray this prayer for 3 consecutive days,
after 3 days the favor requested will be
granted. Even if it may appear difficult
you must publish this prayer
immediately after the favor is Granted
without mentioning the favor. Amen.

Cancelled or Non-Renewed???

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

WE WELCOME YOUR
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

WELCH ACCOUNTING & TAX SERVICE
1601 16th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 894-0511 • (727) 823-7910
Income Tax Preparation
24- Hour Rapid Refund Available
Notary Public
Information Available on Reverse Mortgages
(Serving the Community at this Location Since 1966)

ATTORNEY RODERICK O. FORD
• Chapter 7 Bankruptcy $500.00 Plus costs
• Workers’ Compensation (All Job Injuries)
• Employment (Job) Discrimination
• Social Security Disability
• Auto Accidents
St. Petersburg Office (727) 209-0814 • Tampa Office (813) 223-1200
Visit Us On-Line: www.fordlaw.org
NAACP Member Former U.S. Army Attorney

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
PERSUANT TO F.S.713.78 FOR TOWING AND/OR STORAGE
CHARGES ONLY. THE FOLLOWING VEHICLES WILL BE
SOLD AT AUCTION ON March 9, 2009 AT 9:00 AM,
LOCATION: 2132 PINE FOREST DR.,
CLEARWATER, FLORIDA 33764;
2000 Dodge Van White Vin# 2B6HB11X0YK140045
1995 Chrysler New Yorker Gold Vin# 2C3HD46F3SH500120
1979 Chevy Caprice Blue Vin# 1N69L9C144445

If you are 62 years or older, mobility impaired,
or on a limited income
YOU MAY QUALIFY FOR A
RENT SUBSIDIZED APARTMENT
at
540 Second Ave. S., St. Petersburg, FL
Call us at (727) 823-1575
FL Relay TTY 1-800-955-8771

MLF TOWERS

CALVARY
CATHOLIC
CEMETERY

Burial Spaces

$990

Cremation Niches

$990

Pre-need
Interest-free
financing
available
5233 118 Ave. North
Clearwater, FL 33760

727-572-4355

Creal Funeral
Home

1940 7th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida
(727) 896-2602

Serving the community since 1950
State Approved Pre-Funeral
Arrangement Plan

Burial Service • Funeral Service
Cremation Service • Shipping Service
Robert Creal, Sr., LFD

ARE YOU SUFFERING FROM DIABETES- HEART DISEASE OR CANCER?
GUM DISEASE COMPLICATES MANAGEMENT OF THESE DISEASES AND IT ALSO
CAUSES *INFECTION* TOOTH SHIFTING* BLEEDING AND SWOLLEN GUMS* DIGESTION
PROBLEMS*BAD BREATH* PROPER TREATMENT OF GUM DISEASE WILL NOT ONLY IMPROVE
YOUR BLOOD SUGAR LEVELS, APPEARANCE AND TASTE, BUT YOUR TOTAL BODY HEALTH.

$99 New Patient Special:
Includes Comprehensive Exam, Full mouth X-Rays,
Periodontal Screening, Oral Cancer Screening,
Custom Treatment Plans, and Study Models.

CLASSIFIED
ADS WORK!!

Or take $25.00 off any one of these services
*White Fillings*
*1 Hour Teeth Whitening*
*Extractions*
*Root Canals*
*Crowns & Bridges*

NOW IS THE TIME TO ACT!

Call (727) 896-2922

*Sedation Dentistry*
*Implants*
*Dentures/Partials*
*Gum Treatment*
* Veneers*

MAKE YOUR SMILE SHINE IN “2009”
One hour whitening $299.00 includes take home trays.

Ligon & Ligon D.D.S.,P.A.

W W W

.

T H E W E E K L Y C H A L L E N G E R

.

C O M

5201 Central Ave., Saint Petersburg, Florida 33710

727-321-7880
*NO CASH VALUE*. THIS COUPON MAY NOT BE USED WITH ANY OTHER SPECIALS.
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Gantt
Report
THE

BY LUCIUS GANTT

America’s closet Klansmen sportscasters
haven’t wasted time regurgitating their hatred
of Michael Vick. The imprisoned football star
is about to complete his punishment for his
involvement in an illegal dog-fighting ring.
Some s ports journalists a nd the ir
bootlicking Negro colleagues feel blacks, like
Vick, can never pay their debt to society and
move on in life. To them, the only thing worse
than being a convict is being an ex-con.
If white folk and their families can get
over slavery, Jim Crow and ordering dogs to
attack innocent black, women, children and
babies seeking justice, certainly they can
forgive someone that fought dogs before but
has since apologized and stopped dog
fighting.
But no, Vick’s situation isn’t about dogs.
Vick is hated because once he was the highest
paid player in the National Football League.
He was once the fastest player in the NFL.
And, Michael Vick holds records in the NFL
that will never ever be broken unless Vick
himself breaks his record.
People can’t stop Vick from working at
his profession so the haters say, “He should
play running back or receiver but if any team
wants Michael Vick, PETA will protest.”
Well, who gives a rat’s booty what PETA
thinks or does? Football fans want their team
to win. If the favored team is winning, Satan
could be the QB!
As far as NFL quarterbacks go, there are
about 32 starters in the NFL. You tell me,
how many of those 32 are better than Vick

who played in two Pro Bowls and took a
sorry Atlanta Falcon team to the playoffs.
For my money, only four or five quarterbacks can win like Vick can. However, guess
what! There’s not a quarterback in the NFL,
or in any other pro football league, that can
put more people in the stands than Michael
Vick, perhaps the most exciting quarterback
in pro football history.
Vick made a terrible mistake. I’m not
talking about dog fighting. Vick made a
mistake of doing business with junkies and
snitches!
Olympic Gold medal winning swimmer
Michael Phelps made a mistake too but
nobody wants him jailed. He hasn’t lost many
endorsements. And anti-drug groups are not
circling America’s swimming pools with protesters.
Disagreement, disappointment, and even
disgust might be used to describe how our
people feel about what Vick did, but how
many journalists hate Vick because he is
black, and good at running with and throwing
footballs?
Michael Vick has been successful on
every athletic level on which he has played. I
wish him success in life whether he works in
the NFL or not.
I just hope the hating stops. Things have
changed but the devil is still the devil and the
devil is a sportscaster!
They are serving “hater-aide” on
Barry Bonds too but that’s another story.

August Wilson’s Play
‘King Hedley II’
BY JOYCE NANETTE JOHNSON
SPECIAL TO THE CHALLENGER

The August Wilson play,
King Hedley II, was recently
produced at the American Stage
Theatre. The stellar production
took its audience on a journey of
revelation and introspection
through social themes that still
resonant in black communities,
from the time period of the play
in 1985, and continues through
today. August Wilson was a
premiere African-American
playwright who grew up in the
inner city slum Hill district of
Pittsburgh. It was his childhood
experiences and memories that
provided him the catalyst to turn
those recollections into award
winning plays.
August Wilson had set out
to write 10 plays that would
reflect the black experience in
the 20 century in decade increments. His renowned works
include Gem of the Ocean, Joe
Turner’s Come and Gone, Ma
Rainey’s Black Bottom, The
Piano Lesson, Seven Guitars,
Fences, Two Trains Running,
Jitney, King Hedley II, and
Radio Golf. His plays have been
produced on Broadway and
have received many prestigious
awards including two Pulitzer
Prizes, Tony Awards, 2 New
Yo r k D r a m a C r i t i c s C i r c l e
aw a r d , a n d t h e A m e r i c a n
Theatre Critics award.
The “King Hedley II” production, aided by the energized

performances of its actors
ensemble, never failed to hold
it’s audience captive by its
magnetic pull. “King Hedley
II” examines some of the same
social ills and human frailty that
are still plaguing the AfricanAmerican community today
such as black against black
crime. It’s central characters are
King Hedley, ex-convict who
struggles to regain a new life to
obtain the elusive American
dream of success while still
choosing a criminal path; his
estranged mother, Ruby, who
suffers from her own demons;
Elmore, an aging street hustler
who returns as Ruby’s lover, but
will be the ignition that sets the
stage for human destruction,
Stool Pigeon, a neighbor that
brings street wisdom,” Tonya,
K i n g H e d l e y ’s w i f e w h o
struggles to remain in her
marriage while considering
abortion due to her single-motherhood past and her husband’s
festering life battles; and Mister
King, Hedley’s partner in crime.
The entire cast is superlative, but there are two standouts
that make this production
memorable. Postell Pringle, as
King Hedley II, enthralls
audience with a performance
that is overflowing with
unleashed anger. His riveting
performance is frightening, but
tinged with hope as, he explains
in one scene, he feels that
though he has “planted seeds in
the barren earth in his backyard,

it will still bring forth life and a
new beginning.” Tampa Bay
audiences are familiar with the
incandescent Sharon E. Scott.
Audiences have been treated for
years with her annual performance as the featured soloist in
the “Black Nativity” musical
production. In this production
she leaves no doubt that her
considerable vocal talent is an
equal match to her acting
abilities. As Ruby, King Hedley
II mother, she deserted King as
a child to pursue a career as a
jazz singer and has kept secrets
that will now unravel and
explode.
This is the 30th anniversary
se a s o n o f t h e A m e r i c a n
Stage Theatre Company. The
company will soon be relocating to their new home in
downtown St.Petersburg. Todd
Olson, Producing Artistic
Director, of A.S.T.C says that
they are planning on showcasing another August Wilson’s
play soon. This production was
co-presented by The Weekly
Challenger and The Power
Broker Magazine. “August
Wilson is not only one of the
greatest black playwrights of all
time, he stands in a league all
his own,” said Gypsy Gallardo,
publisher of Power Broker
Magazine. “It’s important to
embrace his legacy, a n d t o
su p p o r t
innovative
th e a t e r g r o u p s l i k e t h e
American Stage.”

County Seeks Public Input
On Budget Reductions
Scheduled in March
EARN IT
You may be eligible for the EITC
(Earned Income Tax Credit) based on
your earnings and filing status. You
may also be eligible for the Child Tax
Credit, Elderly Credit or Disability
Credit.

KEEP IT
Take advantage of FREE quality
electronic filing by IRS certified tax
preparers. Don’t pay expensive tax
preparation or refund loan fees.

GROW IT
Open a bank account, build savings
or pay bills and improve your credit.
Ask about ways to put your money to
work for you.

FREE

Volunteer Income Tax Assistance Sites - Pinellas County
Childs Park YMCA
691 43rd Street S.
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711
727-209-9622
Mondays: 10:00 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.
Saturdays: 10:00 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.
January 26, 2009 – April 13, 2009
Clearwater Neighborhood
Housing Services
608 N. Garden Ave.
Clearwater, FL 33755
Mon.: 6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Saturdays: 10:00 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.
January 26, 2009 – April 13, 2009
*Spanish

Daystar Life Center
226 - 6th Street S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33701
727-823-5993
Tuesdays: 4:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Saturdays: 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
January 27, 2009 – April 14, 2009

Enoch Davis Center
1111 – 18th Ave. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
727-893-7803
Mon., Wed., Fri.: 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.
February 2, 2009 – April 15, 2009

ELECTRONIC FILING

GRAYDI
13420 Adams Circle
Largo, FL 33774
Mon., Wed.: 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Saturdays: 9:00 – 12:30 p.m.*
*By Appointment Only: Saturdays
January 26, 2009 - April 15, 2009
*Spanish

High Point Neighborhood Family Center
5812 – 150th Ave. N.
Clearwater, FL 33760
727-533-0730
Tues., Thurs.: 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Saturdays: 10: 00 – 12:30 p.m.
January 27, 2009 – April 14, 2009
*Spanish
James B. Sanderlin Family Center
2335 – 22nd Ave. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Mondays: 4:00 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.
Tues., Thurs.: 10:00 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.
Wednesdays: 5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Saturdays: 10:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

Lealman and Asian Center
4255 - 56th Ave. N.
St. Petersburg, FL 33714
727-520-9820
Thursdays: 5:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Saturdays: 9:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
January 29, 2009 – April 11, 2009
*Vietnamese, Lao

Pinellas Opportunity Council
3443 First Ave. N.
St. Petersburg, FL 33713
727-327-8690, Ext. 18
Tuesdays: 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Thursdays: 1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Saturdays: 9:00 a.m. - Noon
February 14, 2009 - April 14, 2009

Tampa Bay Beaches Chamber of Commerce
6990 Gulf Blvd.
St. Pete Beach, FL 33706
727-360-6957
Thursdays: 11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
January 29, 2009 – April 9, 2009
Union Academy
401 Martin Luther King, Jr. Dr.
Tarpon Springs, FL 34689
Tuesdays: 10:00 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.
Thursdays: 3:00 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.
Saturdays: 9:00 a.m. – 11:30 noon
By Appointment Only: Saturdays
*Spanish
January 27, 2009 – April 11, 2009

* Languages spoken in addition to English

The Wealth Building Coalition/Pinellas Prosperity Campaign is supported by JWB Children’s Services Council of Pinellas County, United Way of Tampa Bay, Internal Revenue Service,
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, Federal Reserve Bank, Bank of America, Wachovia Foundation, Pinellas County Government, WorkNet Pinellas and The Weekly Challenger. Its
mission is to promote and expand economic and asset-building opportunities for low- and moderate-income households throughout Pinellas County.

Wealth Building Coalition
Pinellas Prosperity Campaign

The Pinellas County Board
of County Commissioners plans
to cut 20 percent from its overall
general fund for the next fiscal
year, which begins Oct. 1. This
is necessary to meet the current
challenges resulting from the
national economic downturn
and to plan for the continuation
of reduced revenues in the
county.
As they consider the
reduction or elimination of
public services and programs,
commissioners will host three
public budget meetings in
March to solicit feedback from
residents.
Tuesday, March 3: Palm

SCHOOL

continued from front page

a “what if” proposition.
Specifically, what if we could
flood local schools with all the
help they needed to work handson with students who are struggling the most?”
The project is a direct
response to the massive budget
cuts the District experienced
over the past year, many of
which are expected to widen the
achievement gap. Programs
eliminated over the past year
include the YMCA’s YES
Program, which previously
operated in five middle schools,
the On-Campus Intervention
Project that used to be available
at John Hopkins Middle School,
the Bridging the Distance
Between School & Home

Harbor University High School,
1900 Omaha St., Palm Harbor
Monday, March 23: Osceola
High School, 9751 98th St. N.,
Seminole
Thursday, March 26: Gibbs
High School, 850 34th St. S., St.
Petersburg
All of the meetings will be
held from 5:30 to 8 p.m.
The sharp decrease in
county revenue reflects the
national economic crisis, local
reductions in real estate values
and
property
tax
caps.
Commissioners are currently
involved in the process of
setting priorities on the county
services
and
programs.

Knowing that it cannot continue
to provide the current level of
service, the commission wants
to know the community’s priorities.
The feedback provided at
the public meetings and through
other public outreach efforts will
be used in the decision making
process as the budget is resized.
The goal is to offer core
services, which will be delivered
in a consistent, predictable and
reliable manner.
For more information, call
(727) 464-3000 or go to
www.pinellascounty.org/budget.

program designed to help
African-American boys.
As the budget cuts continue,
organizers of the Dream Team
project say it’s their way of
reviving the village, and recruiting more people who will stand
in the gap for our children.
So far, a dozen organizations have signed on to recruit
new volunteers. Among them
are the Pinellas County Urban
League, Alpha Kappa Alpha
S o r o r i t y, H e a r t 2 H e a r t ,
Community Tampa Bay, the St.
Petersburg Bar Association, the
PACT, Gibbs Alumni.
The group plans to
implement six volunteer activities over the next year, including
mentoring, tutoring, patrolling
school perimeters and bus
loading areas, out-of-school
enrichment, and parent
outreach. The results of the

Dream Team project will be
closely tracked over the 200910 school year to see whether it
made a difference.
Pinellas Commissioner Ken
We l c h s a y s “ T h e o n g o i n g
achievement gap demands a
new sense of urgency, new collaboration, and a recommitment
to the principles of “the
village.” The Dream Team
project can move us towards the
elimination of the achievement
gap, even in these economically
challenging times.” He is one
of sixteen spokespeople supporting the project so far.
To learn more or to
volunteer with the Dream Team,
please call Tamika HughesLeeks at 727-204-7989 or
Gypsy Gallardo at 727-8660873.
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church

‘Success Unlimited’ To Host
Inaugural ‘Lawfest’ Workshop

Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church, 3300 31 St. S., St.
Petersburg, FL 33712
“One Lord, One Faith, One
Baptism, One Church”
Ripples of Love Part IV - A new
commandment I give to you, that you
love one another as I have loved you,
that you also love one another.
John 13:34 NKJV
When it comes to marriage, who
is number one, you or your spouse? If
you consistently place your own
needs above the needs of your loved
one, you’re probably headed for
trouble, and fast.
Jesus taught that the most
esteemed men and women are not
those who say “me first.” Christ

instructed us that the greatest among
us would be “servants to all” (Mark
9:35). And these words are especially
true in the context of marriage.
Are you willing to contribute
unselfishly to the well-being of your
loved one? And are you willing to do
so without constantly comparing
your own good deed to the deed of
your spouse? If so, your marriage
will be blessed by your unselfishness.
If not, it’s time to heed this word of
advice: The best way to make love
last is by saying, “you’re first” — and
mean it.
Dear Lord, let us treat each other
as we wish to be treated. Because we
expect to receive kindness, let us be
kind. Because we wish to be loved,

let us be loving. Because we need
forgiveness, let us be merciful. In all
things, Lord, let us live by the Golden
Rule, and teach that rule to others
through our words and our deeds.
Amen.
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., God’s
anointed and appointed leader and
the entire Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church Family extends a
cordial welcome to each of you and a
prosperous week.
Please join us March 4 at 7 for
Wednesday Night L.I.V.E. (Living In
Victory Every Day) Worship Prayer –
Praise and Preaching
Holy Communion will be served.
Please plan to attend.

New Hope Missionary Baptist Church
“ONE BODY, ONE SPIRIT,
ONE HOPE”
Our Esteemed Pastor, Reverend
Carlos L. Senior and the New Hope
Church family invite you to our
weekly services and events.
Early Morning Service 7:45 a.m.
Sunday School 9:15 a.m.
(Classes for all ages)
Mid-Morning Service 10:30 a.m.
MIDWEEK P.U.S.H. (PRAYER

+UNDERSTANDING = SPIRITUAL HELP)

Wednesday Evenings 6:30 – 7:30
Prayer; 7:30 – 8:30 Bible Study
(Adults & Youth)
Thursday 11:00 a.m Prayer Band,
6:30 p.m. Choir & Praise Team
Rehearsal
UPCOMING EVENTS
Feb. 28 Women’s Prayer
Breakfast “Prayer Changes Things’
Healing for the Troubled Heart. Guest

Speaker: Sister Kadette Curry 9:00
a.m. – Fellowship Hall Donation:
$10.00
SPRING REVIVAL March 25
–27, Rev. Kevin Adams, Guest
Revivalist Olivet Baptist Church
Chattanooga, Tennessee Come and
hear this powerful man of God!
Thought for the Week “The
compass of God’s Word will keep you
from spiritual shipwreck.”

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church
The St. Mark Missionary Baptist
Church, under the leadership of its
dynamic, spirited, man of God, the
Reverend Brian Kenneth Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and Trustees, and
the entire congregation of St. Mark,
extends to the community at large, its
wishes that there would be an overflowing
of God’s blessings upon their lives. St.
Mark is grounded in a Christ-centered
doctrine that has as its central theme, a
belief that we are a haven of hope, help,
and healing for a world hungering for and
thirsting after the enlightened word of
God. At St. Mark, we are Christians
willing to work and partner in unity,
praising God for His awesome gift, His
son Jesus Christ.
Calendar Events
Feb. 27 - Business Meeting 7 p.m.
Feb. 28 - Women’s Bible Study 4

p.m.
St. Mark Offers …
Sunday School is held for both
children and adults of all ages. Sunday
School starts each Sunday morning at 9:30
All are invited to come out and join us.
Baptist Training Union is each
Sunday at 5:00 p.m. Members and the
general public are invited to come out and
study the Bible with us and learn “What
Baptist Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry
Meetings are held every Monday at 6:00
p.m. Children in the community are
welcomed to join us.
Sunday School Teachers’ Meeting is
held every Tuesday at 7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible Study
is held every Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
every Thursday evening at 7:00.

St. Mark After School Tutoring
Ministry: Neighbors Involved in Kids
Education (N.I.K.E.). Open to all school
age children ever Tuesday, Wednesday,
and Thursday from 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
CLOSED FOR THE HOLIDAYS
DESTINATION GRADUATION:
Wednesdays - 6:15 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. all
Ages: Reading Specialist; Free computer
class for children and youth. In addition,
there is tutorial assistance for Math
(Algebra and Geometry) and Senior Focus
for all High School Seniors (FCAT,
ACT/SAT); assistance with college applications, essay and financial aid/scholarships.
St. Mark Technology Lab: the St.
Mark Computer Lab will be open and
available for use on Tuesday and
Wednesday evenings from 5:30 to 7:30.

Trinity Presbyterian Church
This Sunday, March 1, Trinity
Presbyterian Church, located at 2830
22 Ave. S., St. Petersburg will
celebrate a holy time of worship.
We corporately come together on
March 1 as we do every first Sunday
as one body to remember and
celebrate what Christ did for us as we
observe Holy Communion. Pastor
Alfonso Woods will deliver the
sermon and lead the congregation in
the celebration of the Lord’s Supper.
Sunday school begins at 9:30 a.m. and
morning worship begins at 11:00 each

Sunday. Bible study is held each
Wednesday evening at 6:30.
Upcoming Events:
Sunday March 8, 11:00 a.m.
worship service. Celebrate the Gifts
of Women Sunday. In 2009 we
continue the celebration of the gifts of
women with praise and prayer. A
variety of prayers and praise will be
offered by women from our
community. The Rev. Deborah Green
will be the guest preacher and the
Trinity Gospel Choir under the
direction of Mr. Johnny Mells will

render the music.
Seniors Ministry meets the 4th
Thursday of every month at 11:00
a.m.
Stated Meeting of The Presbytery
of Tampa Bay. Saturday Feb. 28. at St.
Andrew Presbyterian Church, 1239
Del Webb Boulevard West, Sun City
Center, FL 33573.
The public is cordially invited to
join us for praise, worship, prayer and
study as we seek to fulfill God’s will
for His church in today’s society.

Bethel Community Baptist Church
The Bethel Community Baptist
Church will celebrate the 16th anniversary of Dr. Manuel L. Sykes as pastor
and teacher.
During the month of March on
every Wednesday at 7 pm, fellow

members of the ministry and their congregation will recognize Dr. Sykes for
his service. On Sunday, March 29 at 10
a.m., the Rev. Dwight Gill from New
Hope Baptist Church in East Orange,
NJ will give the sermon on the 2009

theme “All For One and One For All”
taken from Romans 12:15-16.
The Bethel family is extending an
invitation to the community to share in
this occasion. For information call
727-866-2567.

Stellars Premiere On Gospel
Music Channel March 1, 7 PM

The Stellar Awards, the
premier gospel event that recognizes and honors gospel
artists, are coming to their
exclusive cable home, Gospel
M u s i c Channel, March 1!
You’ve come to the right place
to find out about this year’s
awards and how to promote the
March 1 event on your web
site.
A multi-year licensing
agreement with Central City
Productions (CCP) and Don

Jackson, CCP CEO and Stellar
awards executive producer and
Gospel
Music
Channel,
includes the Awards, as well as
a new “Best of The Stellars”
series. The CCP-produced
series will spotlight the most
memorable moments, performances and interviews from the
first 23 years of The Stellar
Awards. Hosted by gospel
great Vickie Winans, “The Best
of the Stellars” will premiere in
April 2009.

“Gospel Music Channel
has become the number-one
t el ev i s i o n d es t i n at i o n fo r
gospel music fans so it is fitting
that The Stellars will now be
seen on GMC,” said Jackson.
“Gospel Music Channel’s
amazing growth will help make
The Stellar Awards more accessible to more viewers around
the country. We look forward to
the Stellars’ presence on GMC
year round.”

ST. PETERSBURG - On
Saturday, March 7 at St.
Petersburg College, 1048 22nd
St. S., “Success Unlimited”
Women and Youth Business
Center, Inc. and St. Petersburg
College is hosting its InauguraI
“Lawfest” Workshop from
10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. In
keeping with the theme of our
President Barack Obama, the
theme is “CHANGE, YES WE
CAN!”
To get your questions

answered by a professional
where you will be treated with
the upmost dignity and respect,
attorneys and city representatives will be available to work
with you one-on-one in the
areas of rights restorations,
trusts, wills, probate, power of
attorney, estates, bankruptcy,
d e b t r e l i e f , c i v i l l a w,
foreclosures and much more.
At this Inaugural event,
vendors will include the Pinellas
County
Sheriff’s
Office,

Pinellas County Office of
Human Rights, Pinellas County
Voter Registration, Pinellas
County Property Appraiser, City
of St. Petersburg, State Farm
Insurance Agent, Dean
Robinson and Mary Kay Sales
Director, Dianne Speights.
Lunch will also be catered
by Miller’s Catering Services
Call Momma Tee Lassiter
( 7 2 7 ) 5 6 4 - 8 5 3 4 o r D r.
Hildegard Shirley (727) 3417158 for additional information.

DANCE

there should not only be high
achievement in the arts, but also
education.
To help introduce the art of
dance to young performers, the
Royal Theater Boys & Girls
Clubs Arts Academy is offering
a free month of lessons in either
modern dance or jazz, which be
taught by Ferdinand De Jesus
or ballet taught by Kassi Abreu.
Future plans are dance collaboration with young dancers from
the Royal Theater Arts
Academy and The Florida
Dance Theatre. De Jesus says he
and Murphy’s ultimate goal is to
have an annual community
based production of “The Wiz”
premiering in 2010.
Carl Lavender, Executive
Director of the Boys & Girls
Clubs of Suncoast, stated that he

was glad of the partnership
between the Royal Theater and
the Florida Dance Theatre
because it would give the youth
of the community the opportunity to learn the basics and
model themselves after the
mechanics of a professional
company. He also said that the
Royal Theater could grow to be
a quality venue in the midtown
area. “We have to build the
bridge between the downtown
performing arts scene and
midtown, especially for our
youth,” Lavender said. “There
is a synergy of the arts and we
have vast resources in South St.
Petersburg. Our children should
not have to always be in an
outreach program and bussed
out to events, but should have
the same opportunities here.”

continued from front page

“I definitely want to
increase awareness of the arts,”
said De Jesus. “For me, art is a
way to change a life,” He says
that he was approached by
Murphy to bring professional
dance training opportunities to
the academy by redeveloping
the dance program. “He,
Murphy, wanted quality dance
training,” De Jesus elaborated. “
A lot of kids want to go to John
Hopkins Middle School or
Gibbs’ Performing Arts
Program, both Murphy and I see
more possibilities of them being
able to get into these programs
by us providing the basics.” He
and Herbert Murphy agree that

WE WELCOME YOUR LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
Gordon On The Verge
Of Returning To Victory Lane

Jeff Gordon

BY JENNA FRYER

CHARLOTTE (AP) - Rick
Hendrick began his 25 season in
NASCAR full of expectations
for his storied organization.
He predicted newcomer
Mark Martin would make all
four of his drivers championship
contenders, that Dale Earnhardt
Jr. would find a comfort level at
Hendrick
Motorsports
and
Jimmie Johnson would continue
his run through the NASCAR
record books.
But for Jeff Gordon, his 17year money man, the boss had a
promise: Gordon would win
again.
“Multiple races,” Hendrick
insisted. “No doubt about it.”
So far, Gordon is 0-for-2, but
the first two races suggest he'll
be back in Victory Lane very
soon.
Gordon led 64 laps Sunday
before finishing second at Auto
Club Speedway. The four-time
series champion was unable to
chase down winner Matt

Kenseth over the closing laps,
but he found some consolation:
His No. 24 team is far ahead of
where it was this time last year,
when Gordon had his first
winless season since his 1993
rookie campaign.
“I'm so excited about this
race team right now,” he said. “I
just think we're head and
shoulders above where we were.
I know it's just a couple races in,
and this is one race. I love the
way the car was driving.”
He couldn't say that often
last year, when he was slow to
adjust to NASCAR's full-time
use of its new model car.
Although he was third at Fontana
a year ago, and notched three
top-10 finishes through the first
six races, it wasn't a true indication of where the team was in
terms of preparation or performance.
It became evident in April,
when a crash caused him to
finish last in Texas, and he
followed with nondescript runs
in Phoenix and Talladega. As the
season wore on, the results that
once had come so easily never
materialized.
Soon it was October and he
was at Lowe's Motor Speedway,
a year removed from the last of
his 81 victories. His fans were
adamant that crew chief Steve
Letarte was the problem. Gordon

refused to cast blame, especially
against someone who had guided
him to a NASCAR-record 30
top-10 finishes in 36 starts just
one year before. But, as his
chances to return to Victory Lane
dwindled, nothing seemed to
change.
Hendrick believes Gordon's
struggles last season were a companywide failure to provide the
driver with the right tools.
“We were just not good
enough for that team. I think Jeff
is so used to carrying it on his
shoulders, I think we all just
gave up at one point there, but it
motivated us to come back,”
Hendrick said. “That was the
first year, I feel like we just let
him down.”
Gordon, however, takes
responsibility. His back had been
bothering him since his failed
2007 title run, and he never
seriously considered a treatment
for the spasms and tightness that
sometimes broke his concentration in the car. He also admits his
adjustment to the new car was
slow despite one of his most
extensive testing schedules.
Some drivers coming off
such a year might question how
much longer they can race.
Gordon used it to refire his
passion and rebuild his commitment to winning.
His wife, Ingrid, persuaded

him to start a legitimate fitness
routine, use a personal trainer
and hire someone at the track to
help him prepare his back for the
rigors of 500 miles of racing.
Letarte wanted an overhaul,
handing Hendrick a list of
changes he needed following the
season finale at Homestead. He
altered the engineering group,
tinkered with personnel and the
cars themselves.
The result was a win in a
Daytona 500 qualifying race,
Gordon's first trip to Victory
Lane in almost 16 months. But it
didn't count - at least not for not
points and he's focused on
snapping his 43-race winless
streak.
He led 14 laps in the seasonopening Daytona 500, but was
13 when rain halted the race and
Kenseth was declared the
winner. Had it gone the distance,
Gordon is certain he would have
contended for the win. And if he
had a few more miles Sunday, he
wonders if he would have run
down Kenseth.
Regardless, he's positive
he'll soon make Hendrick look
like a prophet.
“I just feel good when I get
in the car,” he said. “The car
is driving good. It's just starting
off right. I think we only have
room for improvement.”

News And Notes From The NFL Combine

BY MICHAEL MAROT

INDIANAPOLIS (AP) Few doubted Pat White's ability
to run. There was more concern
about his ability to throw.
Perhaps not any more.
NFL Network draft analyst,
Mike Mayock met with
reporters after Sunday's quarterback workouts and wasted no
time in singling out White's
impressive performance as one
of the best of the day.
“He threw the (heck) out of
the ball,” Mayock said.
For White, the workout was
essential to his draft hopes.
Many scouts considered
him too small for the NFL with
his listed height and weight at 6foot-1, 192 pounds last season
at West Virginia. Some also

wondered whether he could run
an NFL offense after working
out of the Mountaineers version
of the spread.
But with things changing in
the NFL, White may be the beneficiary. Last year, the trendy
offense was the “Wildcat,” a
design that seems perfect for a
player with White's skills.
Even Colts general manager
Bill Polian, whose team is not
looking for a q u art erb ack ,
acknowledged White was one of
the more impressive players in
workouts Sunday.
“He's an intriguing guy,”
Polian said. “He can throw it.
We' ve see n i t wi t h S l as h
(Kordell Stewart) and with
Antwaan Randle El, and I think
we'll continue to see that in the
game.”

Speedy Receivers
Colts GM Bill Polian was
impressed by the receivers
workouts.
While most of the top
prospects, including No. 1 rated
Michael Crabtree, did not work
out, Polian said nearly two
dozen receivers were timed in
less than 4.5 seconds in the 40yard dash.
That's not bad for Lucas Oil
Stadium, which is hosting the
combine for the first time. At
the old RCA Dome, agents and
players often complained it was
a slow track and suggest that's
why players run.
Polian believes Sunday's
40-yard dash time ended any
notion of a slow track.
“We know two things about
this group of receivers,” he said.

“We know that this is a fast
track, and we've got a bunch of
fast receivers.”
Sports
apparel
maker,
Under Armour, the presenting
sponsor of the scouting
combine, is offering an extra
incentive for players during
their workouts at Lucas Oil
Stadium.
The company will donate
100 cleats to the high school of
each player who runs under 4.35
seconds in the 40-yard dash or
under 3.85 seconds in the 20yard shuttle or exceeds 41
inches in the vertical jump. The
only catch is they have to be
wearing Under Armour's customized combine shoes, which
have been given to every participant.

Colts Agree To Release Marvin Harrison

Marvin Harrison

NDIANAPOLIS (AP) - The
Indianapolis Colts have released
Marvin Harrison, ending the star
receiver’s 13-year stay with the

team.
Colts owner Jim Irsay
announced the move Tuesday
after meeting with Harrison in a
final effort to re-sign the
franchise’s career receiving
leader.
Agent Tom Condon said a
day earlier that the Colts had
agreed to release Harrison after
he declined a pay cut. Harrison
had the highest salary-cap
number of any NFL receiver at

$13.4 million.
Harrison has 1,102 career
receptions, trailing only Jerry
Rice. He turns 37 in August and
is coming off the least productive season of his career in
which he was not injured.
Cutting him could save the Colts
about $6 million on next
season’s salary cap.
Harrison caught 112 of his
128 career touchdowns from
Peyton Manning, making them

the top receiver-quarterback
tandem in league history.
Harrison has played his whole
career with the Colts, but has
increasingly become the team's
second receiver behind Reggie
Wayne.
The Colts are trying to resign several veterans, including
three-time Pro Bowl center Jeff
Saturday and running back
Dominic Rhodes.

Child's Park Rattlers Leave The
Pinellas Youth Football Conference (PYFC)

BY PHILLIP HAYWOOD, JR.
CHALLENGER SPORTS WRITER

ST. PETERSBURG -When
you talk about the youth football
league in Pinellas County,
everyone knows that there are
two. The Pinellas Youth Football
Conference (PYFC) and the Sun
Coast
Youth
Football
Conference.
The PYFC
consisted of six organizations

that stretched from south St.
Pete to Clearwater after the
PYFC split in 1999, which
consisted of about 11 teams in
its originality. Those numbers
have now narrowed down to five
when the Child's Park Rattlers
withdrew their team to enter into
the Mid Florida Youth Football
Conference-effective Feb. 12.
The Child's Park Rattlers

Organization joined the conference around 2002. Even when
new teams developed, they at
times suffer a losing season.
However, the Rattlers, were no
longer a doormat within the
PYFC when they developed one
of the best midget programs
over the last couple of years.
Patricia Hampton, president of
the Child's Park Rattler

Organization, stated that the
Rattlers are now in a position
where they wanted to compete
with a different type of competitor. The new conference now
consist of forty-three teams.
The Rattlers will be the only
team from Pinellas County. As
they detach from the PYFC,
brighter things are definitely on
the horizon.

Phillip Haywood
Goes One-On-One
With Marreese
Speights
PHILLIP
HAYWOOD, JR.
CHALLENGER
SPORTS WRITER

WC: What has been the
biggest adjustment that you’ve
had to make?
Speights: Learning how to
navigate my way around a city
that I am not familiar with.
WC: Did you envision
yourself
playing
quality
minutes?
Speights: Being a first
round draft pick, I told myself
that I would go into season
with the mindset on playing
right away, however injuries
played a role in me getting
more time than I had expected.
WC: Do you regret leaving
UF early?

Speights: Leaving school
early was a great decision for
me and my family.
WC: How do you handle
playing 5 games in 7 nights?
Speights: I’ve learned a lot
about time management, maintaining a proper diet, and most
of all getting a good night
sleep.
There you have it an
exclusive one on one with our
own Marresse Speights.

Marreese Speights

Nail Biter
For The Pirates

BY PHILLIP HAYWOOD, JR.
CHALLENGER SPORTS
WRITER

The great match up
featured the Boca Ciega
Pirates versus the Northport
Bobcats, who were playing for
the Region 3 quarterfinal. The
opening quarter highlighted
two future USF recruits, one in
football and the other in basketball, Julius Forte of Bogie
and Shaun Noriega of
Northport. In the first quarter
the two put on quite a show.
They combined for 16 points
in that stanza. At the end of the
quarter the Pirates led by the
score of l6-14. Noriega
continued to shoot with
accuracy and precision. Senior
guard Bryce Mosely chipped
in with six points and Julius
Forte continued his dominance
in the paint as Bogie took a 4038 lead to the locker room.
The game remained close
throughout the third quarter.

As the third quarter came to a
close Northport’s Noriega hit a
NBA range three pointer to end
the seesaw. In the fourth and
decisive quarter, the contest
had become nip and tuck.
Myron Dempsey made several
lay-ups to keep it close. With
the game on the line, Richard
Prince made a great hustle play
on defense with a steal and
with a clear path to the basket,
Prince made the clutch lay-up.
Prince’s late game heroics put
Bogie up 65-64 for the victory.
Myron Dempsey led a
balanced scoring attack with l6
points, Prince chipped in with
15 points and Forte and
Mosely also had 13 and 12
points respectively. The floor
general Kenny “Speedy”
Smith dished out 10 assists.
The Pirates traveled to Venice
on February 24 to take
o n Ve n i c e , w h o d e f e a t e d
Lakewood, the 5A state
runners up.

Lady Pirates
Shoot Their Way
Past A Young
Jefferson Team

BY PHILLIP HAYWOOD, JR.
CHALLENGER SPORTS
WRITER

ST. PETERSBURG -With
the regional final at stake, the
Lady Dragons came out
playing like a veteran team.
They methodically broke the
Lady Pirates down early in the
first quarter. Tori Stephens,
who has led the Pirates
throughout most of the
playoffs, missed her first six
shots and the rest of the teamfollowed suite. Frequent
missed shots allowed the Lady
Dragons to go up 13-4 early in
the first quarter. However,
cold shooting was not enough
to sustain the Lady Pirates.
Stephens heated up like a
microwave oven as the Lady
Pirates stormed back to take a
16-14 lead after one quarter.
During the second quarter the
Lady Pirates went up by eleven
points and Stephens remained

hot like a summer day in south
Florida. Latavia Dempsey also
got into the fold as the Lady
Pirates went up by twelve
points at the half. Stephens
continued to “lite up the nite”
with a barrage of three point
shots. With the lead swelling
up to fourteen points, Tamara
Taylor also found her rhythm
and Dempsey hit a shot at the
buzzer that ended the third
quarter holding on to a
fourteen point lead going into
the decisive fourth quarter. It
started to turn into a route and
the Lady Pirates ran away with
a 68-51 victory. Tori Stephens
led all scorers with 27 points,
including six 3 pointers and
Tamara Taylor added 16 more.
Latavia Dempsey also chipped
in with 14 points to round out a
balanced scoring attack. The
Lady Pirates will advance to
5A state girls semifinals on
Feb. 25 to take on Davie Nova.

BLACK HISTORY

“Celebrating Our History Is An Everyday Thing”
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Remember Flight 93 Heroes
During Black History Month

SOMERSET, PA. - Black
History Month is an appropriate time to remember the three
African-American crewmembers of United Flight 93 who
were among the 40 courageous
souls who changed the course
of history on 9/11 when their
hijacked plane crashed in
Shanksville, PA.
First Officer LeRoy
H o m e r , J r. a n d F l i g h t
Attendants Wanda Green and
CeeCee Lyles had a combined
service record of 37 years with
United Airlines when Flight 93
left Newark, NJ on route to San
Francisco. Their resourcefulness, along with their fellow
crewmembers and passengers,
were responsible for preventing the plane from reaching the
nation’s capital.
“They gave the ir lives
fighting the terrorists. As a
result of their actions, they
undoubtedly saved many lives

in Washington,” said Calvin
Wilson, brother-in-law to First
Officer Homer.
Wanda Green, 49, had been
with United for almost 30
years, fulfilling a passion for
flying and seeing the world.
According to her mother,
Wanda was one of the first
African- Americans to join
United as a flight attendant.
Wanda was a dedicated mother
to her children Jennifer and Joe
Benjamin. She was a deacon in
her church and active in her
hometown of Linden, NJ.
LeRoy Homer, Jr., 36,
earned his pilot’s license at 16,
and after graduating from the
U.S. Air Force Academy in
1987, served in Operations
Desert Shield and Desert
Storm. He began working for
United in 1995 while continuing his military career with the
Air Force Reserve, achieving
the rank of Major. LeRoy

married Melodie, in 1998,
settled in Marlton, NJ and had
a daughter, Laurel. Because of
his heroic actions on Sept. 11,
the Tuskegee Airmen honored
LeRoy posthumously with the
title, “Tuskegee Airman.”
CeeCee Lyles, 33, changed
careers only nine months
earlier, leaving her job as a
police officer in Fort Pierce,
Florida. During the attack,
CeeCee phoned her husband,
Lorne, to tell him what
happened and to express her
love. The two had been married
for only a year, forming a
family with four sons. Minutes
before the plane’s crash,
CeeCee
phoned
Lorne,
revealing the plans by the crew
and passengers to fight the
hijackers.
For information on the
Flight 93 National Memorial,
go to www.honorflight93.org.

NAACP Continues
100 Anniversary Celebration
With Release Of
Civil Rights Pioneer Stamps
The sacrifices of 12 civil
rights pioneers were immortalized on postage during the
NAACP annual meeting in
New York City.
The Civil Rights Pioneers
stamp sheet, bearing six 42cent first-class commemorative
stamps, are available nationwide. They were dedicated by
U.S. Postal Service Board of
Governors member Thurgood
Marshall Jr., son of the famed
NAACP General Counsel.
Marshall was joined in
dedicating the stamps by
Medgar Evers' widow and
NAACP Chairman Emerita,
Myrlie
Evers-Williams,
NAACP president and CEO
Benjamin
Todd
Jealous,
NAACP National Board of
Directors Chairman Julian
Bond and Harvard University
Professor Henry Louis Gates
Jr. who is also a member of the
Postmaster General's Citizens'
Stamp Advisory Committee.
"These stamps will serve as
consistent reminder of the
diversity, strength, courage and
determination the NAACP and
its members have demonstrated through time to make the
promise of America real for

everyone," said Jealous.
The stamps honor the
achievements of Ella Baker,
Da isy Gatson B at es , J . R .
Clifford, Medgar Evers, Fannie
Lou Hamer, Charles Hamilton
Houston, Ruby Hurley, Mary
White Ovington, Joel Elias
Spingarn, Mary Church Terrell,
Oswald Garrison Villard and
Walter White—all of which
served as NAACP founders or
organization leaders.
"I am very pleased that the
United States Postal Service
has issued this stamp commemorating
civil
rights
pioneers at this moment in
time--just at the NAACP celebrates its historic 100 anniversary," said Evers-Williams.
"Those of us who have made a
lifetime commitment to the
NAACP realize the challenges
and sacrifices faced by these
pioneers and their tremendous
dedication to the cause of
justice. As we move forward to
celebrate the future, we must
not let younger generations
forget these champions who
paved the way for the advancements that we enjoy today. I am
deeply honored that Medgar
Evers has been chosen to be

immortalized with this select
group of heroic legends."
Art director Ethel Kessler
and stamp designer Greg
Berger, both of Bethesda, MD,
ch o s e t o ap p ro ach t h i s
project through photographic
montage. Pairing two pioneers
in each stamp was a way of
i n t en s i fy i n g t h e m o n t ag e
effect. The selvage image, or
area outside of the stamps, is an
illustration by Greg Berger
sh o wi n g p art i ci p an t s i n a
march.
To learn more about the
stamp honorees or to obtain a
set, log on to: naacp.org or
usps.com.
Founded in 1909, the
National Association for the
Ad v an cem en t o f C o l o red
People is the nation's oldest
and largest civil rights organization. Its more than halfm i l l i o n ad u l t an d y o u t h
m em b ers t h ro u g h o u t t h e
United States and the world are
the premier advocates for civil
rights in their communities and
monitors of equal opportunity
in the public and private
sectors.

Today In Black History

Muhammad Ali, born
Cassius Marcellus Clay, Jr., is a
retired American boxer and
fo rm er thr ee- time World
Heavyweight Champion.
As an amateur, Ali won a
gold medal at the Olympic in
the light heavyweight division
gold medal. As a professional,
he became the only man to
have won the linear heavyweight championship three
times.
Cassius Marcellus Clay,
Jr., was born in Louisville,
Kentucky. He was named after
his father, Cassius Marcellus
Clay Sr., who was named for
the 19th century abolitionist
and politician Cassius Clay. Ali
changed his name after joining
the Nation of Islam, subse-

quently converting to Sunni
Islam and then Sufism.
Ali was known for his
fighting style, which he
described as “Float like a
butterfly, sting like a bee.”
Throughout his career Ali
made a name for himself with
great handspeed, as well as
swift feet and taunting tactics.
While Ali was renowned for
his fast, sharp out-fighting
style, he also had a great chin,
and displayed great courage
and an ability to take a punch
throughout his career.
Muhammad Ali defeated
almost every top heavyweight
in his era, which has been
called the golden age of heavyweight boxing. Ali was named
"Fighter of the Year" by Ring

Magazine more times than any
other fighter, and was involved
in more Ring Magazine "Fight
of the Year" bouts than any
other fighter. He is an inductee
into the International Boxing
Hall of Fame and holds wins
over seven other Hall of Fame
inductees. He is also one of
only three boxers to be named
"Sportsman of the Year" by
Sports Illustrated.
In 1978, three years before
Ali's permanent retirement, the
Board of Aldermen in his
hometown of Louisville voted
6–5 to rename Walnut Street to
Muhammad Ali Boulevard.
He was the recipient of the
1997 Arthur Ashe Courage
Award.

No Doubt About It: Louis
Bellson Will Be Remembered!

Man alive! Memories sure
do fade! This weekend while
writing this column, and trying
to get more information, I called
my homeboy Leon “Swoop”
West. West and wife Dottie are
staunch jazz fans from Virginia,
but presently residing as “Snow
Birds” in Sarasota. However, as
cool and laid back as West is,
much to my disappointment he
didn’t remember the late night
back in September of 1952,
when a group of Howard
University freshmen were in his
room at Cooke Hall Dormitory.
It was during “Freshmen Week”
at H o w a r d a n d w e w e r e
listening to the ever-popular
disc jockey Willis Conover.
Conover was broadcasting on
the Voice of America during his
jazz program called: Voice
of America Music U.S.A.
Conover was a legend amongst
jazz lovers primarily due to the
hour-long program. In those
days, all of my friends were into
jazz and familiar with Conover.
Sadly, he passed away in 1996
after more than 40 years of
broadcasting jazz.
Anyway, on that night,
Conover played a Count Basie
tune with Louis Bellson out
front on drums. It was the very
first time that we had ever heard
Bellson play, and he was simply
magnificent. The tune that
caught our attention was “Skin
Deep.” Bellson’s solo knocked
us all for a loop. We had never
heard a drummer play with two

bass drums; one yes but two no.
We got caught up in the tune,
and the group wanted to hear the
tune again. I remember distinctly that I was chosen to telephone
the radio station to play the tune
again. I did exactly that and
Conover not only played the
tune again, but he mentioned on
the radio that a group of
freshmen students at Howard
Un i v e r s i t y h a d m a d e t h e
request. It made our day!
From that night on, I was a
fan of Louie Bellson. As my
knowledge of jazz grew, so did
my facination with the double
bass drum. Bellson is the only
drummer that I know who
played double bass drum, and
played it exceptionally well.
Unfortunately, on Saturday a
week ago, Bellson died at age
84 due to complications of
Parkinson’s disease. He leaves
us with a history of great jazz
performances on more than 200
albums with icons of jazz such
a s , To m m y D o r s e y, H a r r y
James, Oscar Peteson, Woody
Herman, Sarah Vaughan, Ella
Fitzgerald, Dizzy Gillespie and
Louis Armstrong.
Bellson had been married to
Pearl Bailey for many years
until she passed away in 1990.
In my readings about him, I
couldn’t help but note that he
always referred to Bailey as
“…my best friend.” In 1994,
Bellson received the Master of
Jazz award from the National
Endowment for the Arts, which

stated, “Bellson ranks among
the foremost big-band
drummers of the swing and
post-swing eras and is best
known for his precise technique
and the invention of two pedaloperated bass drums.” He is also
known to have written more
than 1,000 compositions and
arrangements in several genres,
including jazz, swing, orchestral suites, symphonic works
and ballets. As if that was not
enough to keep him busy, he
was also the author of more than
a dozen books on drums and
percussion.
There are tentative plans for
a Los Angeles area memorial
service, followed by a funeral
and burial in his boyhood home
of Moline, Ill., according to his
Web site. If you’re interested in
picking up an album or two,
here are the titles of several:
Bellson, Brown & Smith, Louie
& Clark Expedition 2, Their
Time Was the Greatest, Skin
Deep, The London Gig, The Art
of The Chart, The Louis Bellson
Explosion, and the Louie
Bellson Jam.
Remember to “Keep Jazz
Alive” by “Supporting Live Jazz!”
Jazz fans – do you have any
feedback? I would like to hear from
YOU! You may visit my website at:
rickgeesjazzjamm.com or email me
at JazzJamm@aol.com. You may
also mail your letters to Rick Gee’s
Jazz Jamm, c/o The Weekly
Challenger, 2500 ML King St., S.,
St. Petersburg, FL 33705.

41 15 20 THE LEGENDARY 1590 AM WRXB
PICK OF THE WEEK!

305
196
482

CA$H 3
DOG DAYS
8-1 2-4
3-6 1-7
5-2 7-3

SERVING THE COMMUNITIES FOR OVER
3 DECADES AND STILL GOING STRONG!
6 a.m. - 10 a.m. The Diane Hughes Morning Show with
Co-host Lady Norma and Sister Ora
2 p.m. - 6 p.m. Mid-Day Cafe / Maurice Sebastian

6 p.m. - 10 p.m. Brian Jay gives you your last drive and intimate sessions

For Marketing and Promotions

Contact Donza Drummond

at (727) 865-1591
Email: ddwrxb@yahoo.com

Request Line (727) 864-1600
Office (727) 865-WRXB (1591)

3551 42nd Avenue South, Suite B-106
St. petersburg, FL 33713

PLEASE SUPPORT
OUR ADVERTISERS!

10

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 2009

STATE NEWS
Summit On Black Business,
Community And
Economic Development
TALLAHASSEE - Florida
African-American business
and community leaders
gathered in Tallahassee with
members of the Florida
Conference of Black State legislators; two weeks before the
start of the 2009 legislative
session to discuss areas of
critical concern.
Given the state of the
national economy and deep cuts
to Florida’s budget, the group
focused on the state’s business
and political climate.
Discussions centered on current
and future policy imperatives
and mechanisms to positively
impact these for black-owned
businesses. The group also
discussed ways of accessing
Florida’s allocation of President
Ba ra c k Obama’s F ederal
Stimulus Plan and identifying
stakeholders throughout the
state.
The meeting was hosted by
The Florida Core Facilitation
Group whose mission is to
bring together credible experts

and stakeholders for sustained
and progress i v e eco n o m i c
change.
Cheryl Seals-Gonzalez,
spokesperson for the group,
said, “The importance of leveraging all available resources
and enhancing communication
among various alliances, organizations, and structures to effectively develop policy initiatives
that counter adverse effects,
disparate impact and other
negative results with respect to
black businesses, community
revitalization and economic
development is critical.”
Given the state of Florida’s
ec onomy, th e Go v ern o r ’s
Accelerate Florida Program,
recently released budget recommendations, and the recent
creation of Select Committees
of the Florida Senate and
House, the group plans to
monitor and advise the legislature and the executive branch
of government on policy and
educate organizations on the
effects of current and proposed

Cheryl Seals-Gonzalez

policy.
Gonzalez noted the participation of several statewide
organizations and the high level
involvement of these entities
and said, “It is clear that black
business interests and
community interests are aligned
in crafting Florida’s future. We
want to facilitate that.”
Contact Gonzalez and other
mem b ers o f T h e F l o ri d a
Core Facilitation Group at
FloridaBlackSummit@gmail.com.

FAMU Office Of Communications
Establishes Street Team

keep all of FAMU constituen t s an d t h e
campus community
informed of activities,
issues and opportunities,” said Sharon
Saunders, FAMU’s
chief of communications. “I’m confident
the s e v i b ran t an d
energetic individuals
will help us in this
endeavor and at the
same
time
gain
From left to right; Erica Baker, Marvin
valuable experience.”
Newsome and Natasha Graddick are
Students that are
members of Florida A&M University’s
part of the street team
Office of Communications Street Team.
will work on a number
of tasks within the
TA L L A H A S S E E –
The Florida A&M University Office of Communications such
( F A M U ) O f f i c e o f as volunteer at convocations or
Communications has established press conferences, conduct
a street team, the INFOrmants, to research, write press releases and
ensure the campus community – copy for Web and develop
faculty, staff and students – is publicity and promotion strateaware of official university activ- gies for special projects.
The members of the street
ities.
“One of the Office of team are:
Erica Baker, a sophomore
Communications priorities is to

broadcast journalism student
from Atlanta,
Natasha Graddick, a senior
public relations student from
Macon, Ga.
Marvin Newsome, a junior
public relations student from
Philadelphia, Pa.
Baker was anxious to get
started and gain the “hands-on
experience,” that so many
employers look for, while
promoting an institution she has
grown to love. Her colleagues
agree.
“I feel that I will benefit by
gaining both experience and an
education at the same time,” said
Newsome.
Graddick looks forward to
the overall experience.
“I’m excited about establishing relationships with new
people, experiencing new challenges outside of my comfort
zone and being part of something
that will help my fellow
Rattlers,” said Graddick.

Governor Crist Visits The RNC

Gov. Charlie Crist and
Republican Party of Florida
Chairman Jim Greer met with
Republican National Committee
Chairman Michael Steele at
t h e R N C H eadqua rters in
Washington, DC.
“I am proud to be a
Republican and grateful to
Chairman Steele for his hard
work and dedication to building
and growing our great party,”
said Gov. Crist. “As our national
chairman he understands the
responsibility to lead our Party
with energy, new ideas and an
unwavering commitment to our
long standing values and principles of less government, less
taxes and more freedom.”
Gov. Crist, Chairman Steele
and Chairman Greer discussed
the future of the Republican
Party both nationally and in
Florida. Governor Crist toured

the RNC with Chairman Greer,
greeting staff and visiting
members of the Transition Team.
Chairman Greer, who serves as a
national co-chairman of the RNC
Transition, also briefed Governor
Crist on the progress of the transition. C ha i rm an S t eel e
commended Governor Crist and
C hairman Greer fo r t h ei r
extensive outreach to minorities
and their innovative approach to
building the party.
“Thanks to leaders like Gov.
C rist a nd C h ai rm an Greer,
Republicans throughout Florida
celebrated many victories on the
state and local level during the
last election cycle, which demonstrates that our Party’s philosophy in governing continues to be
embraced by Florida’s voters,”
said Chairman Steele. “I look
forward to working with them to
continue to build on these

Gov. Crist shakes hands
with RNC Chairman
Michael Steele

successes and to create new
ones.”
“The political environment is
challenging, but I am confident
that with the support of strong
leaders like Governor Crist and
Chairman Steele, Republicans in
Florida and across the nation will
prevail,” said Chairman Greer.

Governor Crist Signs
Agreement To Increase
Unemployment Benefits
TALLAHASSEE
Governor Charlie Crist, continuing his efforts to strengthen
the economy and help
Floridians affected by the
current economic downturn,
signed an agreement with the
U.S. Department of Labor to
increase weekly unemployment benefits by $25 per week,
bringing $345 million to
Florida during the 2009
calendar year. By signing the
agreement,
the
increased
benefits take effect starting
Sunday, February 22. The
Unemployed Workers and
Struggling Families Act is a
result of federal funds authorized through the American
Recovery and Reinvestment
Act of 2009.
“These extra benefits are
so important to Floridians
affected by the current
economic downturn, and on
behalf of every affected
Floridian, I am grateful to the
federal government for making
this possible,” said Gov. Crist.
“As we continue working in
Florida to strengthen our
economy through policies and
initiatives that create and retain
new jobs, these additional
unemployment benefits will
help Floridians through these
difficult times.”
Gov. Crist signed the
agreement on the same day he
outlined his proposed $66.5billion budget for 2009-10 and
a number of legislative priorities for the upcoming 2009
Legislative
Session.
His
proposed
measures
will
strengthen Florida’s economic

foundation on multiple fronts.
Highlights include actions to
ensure wise spending in
Florida’s education system,
protect property owners’ pocketbooks, improve government
accountability, and promote
clean emissions and renewable
energy policies that will save
money in the long term
Gov. Crist’s proposed
budget maintains his commitment to protecting Florida’s
communities
and
natural
resources and providing health
care access for Florida’s most
vulnerable citizens. His budget
recommendations
include
investments in education,
workforce development and
career training, transportation
and energy conservation, as
well as incentives to spur
economic development. Gov.
Crist’s proposed 2009-10
budgets will create or retain
314,590 jobs
The
budget
proposal
includes recommendations for
investing $3.2 billion during
the current fiscal year, and $4.7
billion in 2009-10, of the
federal stimulus dollars from
the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act of 2009.
This 2009-10 portion of
Florida’s three-year, $12.2billion share will support
Florida’s critical programs and
infrastructure needs. Without
the federal stimulus funds,
Florida’s 2009-10 budget
would have dropped to $61.8
billion and required drastic
reductions and deep cuts to
important
programs
and
projects. According to the

White House, the stimulus
dollars are projected to create
and retain more than 206,000
jobs for Floridians over three
years.
Gov. Crist is recommending $2 billion for workforce
initiatives,
including
the
following:
- Career education and
employment services that
provide Florida’s workforce
with a pathway to increased
productivity, career advancement and economic prosperity
– $800.8 million, which will
create or retain 3,000 jobs.
- Ready to Work allows
Floridians to improve their job
skills and help employers
match the skills required of a
job with those of job candidates – $6.6 million.
- Vocational rehabilitative
service to assist Floridians with
disabilities to obtain independence and/or employment–
$113.4 million.
Early
childhood
education for the Voluntary
Pre-kindergarten
(VPK)
Program, which allows the
program to serve 154,521
children – $367.3 million,
which will create or retain
12,877 jobs.
- School readiness, which
creates one job for every 12
children served, is expected to
create or retain 14,742 jobs for
the child-care providers that
allow families to remain in the
workforce
and
achieve
financial self-sufficiency –
$621.2 million.

Mortgage Brokers Encourages
Consumers To Take Proper
Tax Deductions

TALLAHASSEE - With
the April 15 income tax filing
deadline just around the corner,
people are likely gathering
their tax documents and scheduling an appointment with their
tax professional to have their
tax return completed.
As consumers prepare for
this process, the Florida
Association of Mortgage
Brokers (FAMB) encourages
everyone to make sure they
take all mortgage-related
deductions they are entitled to
for their principal residence,
such as interest paid on a
current mortgage.
“This is a good opportunity
for consumers to maximize the
amount of money they receive
back from the state and federal
government as well as
minimize the amount they have
to pay,” said Valerie Saunders,
president of the FAMB. “The
FAMB encourages consumers
to talk with their tax professional about how to take
advantage of these deductions
as tax laws can be confusing.”
Additionally, the FAMB
recommends that consumers
consider the following tax tips:
- If you have refinanced or
sold your home within
calendar year 2008, bring your
settlement statement to your

tax professional to make sure
you are taking all of the deductions possible
- Closing costs for the year
the home was purchased
- Private Mortgage
Insurance (PMI) is tax
deductible for consumers
whose personal adjusted gross
income is $100,000 or less per
year. Speak with your tax professional to see if you qualify
for this deduction.
- Real estate taxes that you
paid and property taxes are
deductible.
- A first-time homebuyer’s
tax credit is available until
December 1 for new home
owners who qualify.
- “Green” additions to your
home, such as energy-efficient
appliances, are tax deducible
according to the new economic
stimulus package signed by
President Obama.
- If you have recently refinanced, make sure to take
appropriate credit for interest
paid to your previous lender.
- If you are using part of
your home for a business
office, bring the total square
footage of your home and the
square footage you are using
for the office, as well as your
expenses including insurance
so that you can discuss with

your tax professional the best
treatment for taxes.
- If you have made home
improvements, keep your
receipts. Even though they
might not be tax deductible
they can be used to reduce your
taxable gain when you eventually sell your home.
- If you have to make
permanent improvements to
your home because of a
medical condition (prescribed
in writing by your doctor),
such as installing air-conditioning or handicap ramps,
these expenses may be
partially deductible.
- If you have moved more
than 50 miles away, you can
deduct the cost of moving
yourself, household goods and
vehicles to your new home.
- Use the 1098 interest
form for the mortgage interest
paid on an annual basis.
The Florida Association of
Mortgage Brokers (FAMB)
exists to advance the mortgage
broker profession through
a d v o c a c y, e d u c a t i o n a n d
ethical practice. The FAMB is
the oldest state trade mortgage
association in the nation whose
members strive to attain the
highest degree of excellence
and customer service available.
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NATIONAL NEWS
‘Racist’ Cartoon:
New York Post Endangers
President And Community
BY: CYRIL JOSH BARKER
SPECIAL TO THE NNPA FROM
THE AMSTERDAM NEWS

NEW YORK (NNPA) - A
political cartoon published by
the New York Post on
Wednesday, February 18, has
many alleging the newspaper
promotes blatant racism. The
cartoon that ran in the
newspaper’s “Page Six” section
features two white police
officers that have gunned down
a chimpanzee in a pool of
blood.
One of the officers says,
“They’ll have to find someone
else to write the next stimulus
bill.” Sean Delonas drew the
cartoon as a parody of a recent
news story that broke earlier in
the week, where a woman was
attacked in Connecticut by a
chimpanzee. Police shot and
killed the animal that was being
kept as pet. President Barack
Obama also signed $787 billion
stimulus bill on Tuesday.
The cartoon appeared in the
tabloid on Wednesday and
prompted immediate opposition
from civil rights organizations.
At the National Action Network
headquarters in Harlem, the
Rev. Al Sharpton voiced his
outrage. “We cannot have
different standards in this
co u n tr y w hen it come s to
offe nding people,” sa id
Sh a rpton. “This , to us, is
something that’s offensive to all
A m e ricans , black , white ,
Hispanic and Asian.”
In an act of protest,
Sharpton led picketing of the
offices of the New York Post
on Thursday at noon. He’s
demanded that the paper clarify
the meaning of the cartoon
and/or discipline the artist and
editor responsible. Community
leaders and political figures
joined him, including council
member, Charles Barron, and
assembly woman Inez Barron.
“The racist rag sheet [the
New York Post] has hit an allt i m e low,” s aid C ounc il
Member Barron. “The cartoon
is racist and threatens the life of

our president, Barack Obama.
We are calling on the Justice
Department to investigate the
New York Post. Overall, our
community, city and country
will not accept this.” Sharpton
told the AmNews that he is also
going to focus on Rupert
Murdoch, “head of the world’s
largest media empire” and CEO
of News Corp., which owns the
New York Post and Fox News.
“The National Action Network
and I are challenging the fact
that Rupert Murdoch had to
obtain a federal waiver from the
FCC to own a TV and radio
station in the same city. He did
it in Boston, and he did it in
New York. We’re going to
challenge him maintaining that
waiver.”
The reverend adding that
the NAN protests would take
place outside the New York
Post daily at noon. Friday’s
protest will take place at 5 p.m.,
and Sharpton announced that
filmmaker Spike Lee would
be
leading
the
march.
Along with picketing, Sharpton
plans on going after companies
who advertise in the New York
Post. He said, “There’s no other
conclusion I can come to other
than the inference, that in some
way, they’re trying to say that
this monkey and the president
are one and the same, which
speaks to the historic, frightening stereotype that we’ve seen
in the past of AfricanAmericans.”
Upon seeing the cartoon in
the newspaper early in the
morning, Sharpton discussed it
on the nationally syndicated
radio program “The Tom

Joyner Morning Show.” The
picture was also posted on the
NAN website.
At the time of the press
conference on Wednesday
morning, Sharpton said he had
not received any explanation
from the New York Post nor an
apology. The editor in chief of
the Post, Col Allen, said in a
statement, “The cartoon is a
clear parody of a current news
event, to wit the shooting of
a violent chimpanzee in
Connecticut. It broadly mocks
Washington’s efforts to revive
the economy. Again, Al
Sharpton reveals himself as
nothing more than a publicity
opportunist.”
In response, Sharpton said
at the press conference, “That’s
not clarification at all. How do
you mix that? To say that I am a
publicity hound, that is correct.
I seek to get all of the publicity I
can on injustice. That’s what
activists do. I’m a very proud
publicity hound.”
“This cartoon is racist, vile
and
disgusting,”
decried
Assembly Member Hakeem
Jeffries. “It is offensive to me as
a black man. It is offensive to
me as an American. It is
offensive to me as someone
who represents a community
that has been victimized by
police brutality. The election of
President Obama demonstrates
that we have made significant
racial progress in this country.
This cartoon, which portrays
our president as a monkey,
demonstrates that we still have
a long way to go. The New York
Post should issue an immediate
apology.”

Open Dialogue In The Obama
Era: Smiley’s State Of The
Black Union Forum

BY: OLU ALEMORU
SPECIAL TO THE NNPA

LOS ANGELES (NNPA) - In the
wake of the euphoria over the
historic election of President
Barack Obama, the founder of the
influential State of the Black
Union forum insists that real
change remains an idea whose
time has yet to truly arrive.
Fittingly, the 10 annual edition of
the forum, presented each
February by television personality Tavis Smiley, returns this week
to Los Angeles — the city of
its origins. Entitled “Making
America As Good As Its
Promise,” the 2009 symposium
will take place on Feb. 28 at the
L.A. Convention Center, and
includes many of its original
panelists, including intellectual
Cornel West, actor/activist Danny
Glover, business titan Earvin
“Magic” Johnson and the Rev. Al
Sharpton and Jesse Jackson.
“We’re delighted to be back
home for the 10 anniversary,”

Smiley said in an interview last
week. “I think these addresses
have accomplished two major
goals over the years. Firstly,
empowerment, we use it as a day
to ask black America how they
feel about issues that affects them.
Secondly, knowledge is power.
We expand our inventory of ideas
and encourage everyday people
to be the leaders of their destiny.”
The sponsored event is free to
the public, but attendees have to
book in advance. It will be
broadcast live on C-SPAN and
later aired on the black-owned
cable network TV One.
Launched in 2000 with
“Advocacy In the Next
Millennium,” the gathering
brings together some of
America’s most influential
thinkers, entertainers, and
political leaders to discuss issues
of specific concern to AfricanAmericans.
The wider goal of the debate,
say organizers, is to encourage the
private and public sectors to make

meaningful connections to individuals, small businesses and
other organizations by way of
education, access and support.
“There is no such thing as a
America,”
said
post-racial
Smiley. “The election of Barack
Obama suggests that it’s less
racist, but there is still a gap
between the promise and the real
possibility of America.”
Smiley added: “People have
said that Black kids no longer
have an excuse. Well, the day
after his election, public schools
were still short of books and
computers. Our kids still don’t
have access to good daycare and
health facilities.”
As for the future, Smiley said
he hopes black America will take
this moment in time to work with
a president “who is a friend” to
move the agenda forward.
“It’s going to be fascinating,”
he said. “I think the 2009 debate
will raise more questions than it
answers.”

Frederick Douglass Book Prize
Awarded In New York City
Historians Gather to Honor the
Year’s Best Book on Slavery or Abolition
NEW YORK - The tenth
annual Frederick Douglass
Book Prize, honoring the best
new book on slavery or
abolition, was awarded at the
Yale Club in New York City on
Feb. 19. Stephanie Smallwood
of
the
University
of
Washington, Seattle, won the
prize for her book, “Saltwater
Slavery: A Middle Passage from
Africa to American Diaspora”.
The prize is awarded by Yale
University’s Gilder Lehrman
Center for the Study of Slavery,
Resistance
and Abolition,
sponsored by the Gilder
Lehrman Institute of American
History.
In “Saltwater Slavery”,
Smallwood,
an
associate
professor of history at the
University of Washington,
examines the transatlantic slave
trade and the relationships
between Africa and the new
world.
The $25,000 award for the
year’s best non-fiction book on
slavery, resistance, or abolition
is the most generous history
prize in the field. The award is
named for Frederick Douglass
(1818–1895), the slave who
escaped bondage to emerge as
one of the great American abolitionists, reformers, writers and
orators of the 19th Century.
The
dinner
included
remarks by Richard Gilder and
Lewis Lehrman, co-founders
and co-chairmen of the Gilder
Lehrman Institute of American
History, and David Blight,
Director of the Gilder Lehrman
Center.
Commented Richard Gilder,
“ S t e p h a n i e S m a l l w o o d ’s
“Saltwater Slavery” represents
an important contribution to the
scholarship of the Atlantic slave
trade, for it considers slavery
from the viewpoint of the slave
as he moves from Africa,
through the Middle Passage,
and at last in the Americas.
Lewis Lehrman and I are proud
to present her with this award in
recognition of her achievement.”
“The Atlantic slave trade is
an important part of our history
that deserves critical examination,” said Lehrman. “Using
primary sources to tell the story
of slaves’ passage to
t he A m e r i c a s , S t e p h a n i e
Smallwood has produced a
painstakingly researched work
of the highest caliber.”
“Stephanie
Smallwood’s
book is at once haunting,
informative, dramatic, painful

Professor David Blight, Director of the Gilder Lehrman Center,
Stephanie Smallwood, winner of the Frederick Douglass Book
Prize, and Richard Gilder and Lewis Lehrman, Co-Founders of
the Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History

to read, and bracing in its sense
of learning and scholarship,”
said Blight in his remarks. “A
book that actually tries to get
inside the imagination and
experiences of the slaves themselves is not easy to find, and
“Saltwater Slavery” is that
book.”
The Frederick Douglass
Book Prize was established in
1999 to stimulate scholarship in
the field of slavery and abolition
by honoring outstanding books.
Previous winners include: Ira
Berlin and Philip D. Morgan,
1999; David Eltis, 2000; David
Blight, 2001; Robert Harms and
John Stauffer, 2002; James F.
Brooks and Seymour Drescher,
2003; Jean Fagan Yellin, 2004;
Laurent DuBois, 2005; Rebecca
J. Scott, 2006; and Christopher
Leslie Brown, 2007.
Smallwood’s book was
selected from a field of over
seventy-five entries. The jury of
scholars included Barrymore
Anthony
Bogues
(Brown
University), Christopher Clark
(University of Connecticut) and
Rebecca J. Scott (University of
Michigan School of Law). A
review committee of representatives from the Gilder Lehrman
Center selected the winner, for
the Study of Slavery, Resistance
and Abolition, the Gilder
Lehrman Institute of American
History, and Yale University.
In addition to Smallwood,
the other finalists for the prize
were Anthony E. Kaye for
“Joining Places: Slave
Neighborhoods in the Old
South” (University of North
Carolina Press); Kristin Mann
for “Slavery and the Birth of an
African City: Lagos, 17601900” (Indiana University
Press); and Chandra Manning
for “What this Cruel War was
Over: Soldiers, Slavery, and the
Civil War” (Alfred A. Knopf
Publishers).

The Gilder Lehrman Center
for the Study of Slavery,
Resistance and Abolition, a part
of The Whitney and Betty
MacMillan Center for
International and Area Studies
at Ya l e U n i v e r s i t y, w a s
launched in November 1998
through a generous donation by
philanthropists Richard Gilder
and Lewis Lehrman and the
Gilder Lehrman Institute of
American History. Its mission is
to promote the study of all
aspects of slavery, especially the
chattel slave system and its
destruction. The Center seeks to
foster an improved understanding of the role of slavery, slave
resistance, and abolition in the
founding of the modern world
by promoting interaction and
exchange between scholars,
teachers, and public historians
through publications, educational outreach, and other
programs and events.
Founded in 1994, the Gilder
Lehrman Institute of American
History promotes the study and
love of American history. The
Institute serves teachers,
students, scholars, and the
general public. It helps create
history-centered schools,
organizes seminars and
programs
for
educators,
produces print and electronic
publications and traveling exhibitions, sponsors lectures by
eminent historians, and administers a History Teacher of the
Year Award in every state. The
Institute also conducts awards
including the Lincoln, Frederick
Douglass, and George
Washington Book Prizes, and
offers fellowships for scholars
to work in the Gilder Lehrman
Collection. The Institute
maintains two websites,
www.gilderlehrman.org and the
quarterly online journal
www.historynow.org.

Nation’s Longest Serving
College President To Receive
National Justice Award
SPECIAL TO THE NNPA FROM
THE LOUISIANA WEEKLY

Xavier University President
Norman C. Francis is slated
to receive the St. Katharine
Drexel National Justice Award
from the Sisters of the
Blessed Sacrament in
Bensalem, Pennsylvania.
“Dr. Francis is being
honored for his leadership in
edu c a t i o n , s o c i a l j u s t i c e ,
community relations and as an

outstanding president of Xavier
University of Louisiana for 40
years,’’ said Patricia Suchalski,
president of the Sisters of the
Blessed Sacrament (SBS)
whose Philadelphia-born,
Katharine Drexel established
Xavier University in 1925.
The award will be the latest to
recognize the achievements of
Francis, who is the nation’s
longest-serving
university
president. Francis has advised

eight U.S. presidents on matters
involving education and civil
rights, beginning with President
John F. Kennedy.
In December 2006,
President George W. Bush,
presented him with the nation’s
highest civilian honor, the
Presidential Medal of Freedom,
for his leadership over Xavier’s
recovery following Hurricane
Katrina.
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955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

BETHEL AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH

(727) 894-4311

912 3RD AVENUE NORTH- ST. PETERSBURG, FL 33705
(727) 822-2089
BETHEL1894@KNOLOGY.NET

Email: mzpmbc@gte.net
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School ........................................................9:00 a.m.
Prayer Service (Wed).............................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wed) ..................................................6:30 p.m.

BREAKFAST MINISTRY……………..SUNDAY 8:00 A.M.
CHURCH SCHOOL ………………………….9:00 A.M.
MORNING WORSHIP………………………10:30 A.M.
BIBLE STUDY……………………TUESDAY 7:00 P.M.
YOUTH CHURCH …………… MON & WED 5:30 P.M.

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

“THERE’S A PLACE FOR YOU IN THE AME CHURCH”

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

St. Mark African Methodist Episcopal Church
“Where Everybody is Somebody”
928 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33701
Phone: (727) 823-6666
Rev. Keturah D. Pittman, Pastor

3200 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-1373

Early Morning Worship ................................................7:30 a.m.
Sunday School ................................................................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .........................................................11:00 a.m.

Weekly Schedule
Sunday School................................................9:30 a.m.
Sunday Early Morning Worship Service ...11:00 a.m.
Monday Prayer & Praise ..............................6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ................................6:30 p.m.
Friday Youth Activities.................................6:30 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting ................7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer Meeting ................................................11:00 a.m.

Rev. Norris L.
Martin Sr. - Pastor

“Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church”

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH

Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

Victory Christian Center Church

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

Sunday
Morning Worship
10:30 a.m.

Church Of God In Christ

1732 9th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 896-4356

Elder A.P. Conage, Pastor

9:00 A.M. - Tuesday Prayer
7:00 P.M. - Wednesday Bible Study

4682 40th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33714
Pastor Maceo and
Tamika McGriff

Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr., Senior Pastor

Elder Benjamin
Adams, Jr.,
Senior Pastor

Theme: “Movers of the Christ Purpose”
Edifying the Church; Evangelizing the Community (Acts 1:4-8)

MORNING WORSHIP 11:00 a.m.

Rev. Prentiss John Davis, Minister
& Veronica Davis

Trinity Presbyterian Church
2830 22nd Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
727-327-8590

Alfonso Woods,
Pastor

www.abundant-harvest.org

Log on:
www.travelwiththechurch.com
(to book your travel engagements)

New Pleasant Grove Baptist Church
1210 Union Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 823-2545

Church address: 1002 Palmetto Street, Clearwater, FL 33755
Mailing address: P.O. Box 1235, Clearwater, FL 33755
Church Phone: (727) 443-1861 • Fax: (727) 443-0431
Email: sjpbc@tampabay.rr.com
Radio dial: 1340 AM 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Radio internet: tantalk 1340.com

Scheduled Services:
Early Morning............................................8:00 a.m.
Church School ...........................................9:45 a.m.
Mid-Morning ...........................................11:00 a.m.
Mid-week Family Night Bible Study........7:00 p.m.

(727) 686-9356

Wednesday
Bible Study
7:00 p.m.

“Walking In The Promised Vision”

YPWW First and Third Sunday of each month after Morning Service

Sain t John Primitive Baptist Church

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Queen Street

8:00 A.M. - Sunday Service
9:30 A.M. - Sunday School
11:00 A.M. - Morning Service

REVEREND DAVID L.
AND DOROTHY
CONNELLY

Email: trinityp@tampabay.rr.com
pastorwoods07@yahoo.com

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

Sunday School - 9:30 a.m. • Morning Worship - 11:00 a.m.
Bible Study – Wednesday – 6:30 p.m.
Holy Communion Every First Sunday

ORDER OF SERVICE
Sunday School ..........................9:30 AM
Sunday Worship Service .......11:00 AM
Bible Study Wednesday ...........7:00 PM

Rev. Jerry B.
Alexander Jr.
Pastor

Mission Statement

Reaching The Lost And Teaching The Saved

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
Luke 14:23 and Psalm 119:33,34

4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 Phone: (727) 321-7375
“Returning God’s People to the Word of God”
Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday General Worship .................................11:00 a.m.
Communion ..................................................First Sunday
Sunday New Member Orientation.....................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting ............7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study..................7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study .......7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Pastor Clark
Wednesday Tutoring .......................6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Hazley, Sr.
Mission Statement
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God returning to God’s
Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His love among one another.

First Baptist Institutional
Church
3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL
Phone: 323-7518

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

YOUR CHURCH
COULD BE HERE!
Call TODAY!!

REV. WAYNE G.
THOMPSON, PASTOR

CHURCH DIRECTORY
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ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

Rev. Brian K. Brown

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

Sunday Worship Service.........10:00 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

Macedonia Freewill
Baptist Church
900 - 16th Avenue South

St. Petersburg, Florida 33705

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

820 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL
Home: 896-8006

Office (727) 895-4900 • Fax (727) 895-4990

Bishop
Raymond T.
Baker, Pastor

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Sunday Morning Service 8:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Mid-Morning 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting, Bible Study 7:00 p.m.
Communion is observed every first Sunday

Sunday Morning Bible Class.............................9:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship ...............................10:30 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ...............................7:00 p.m.
Sunday Evening Worship..................................5:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.

The Church Where Everyone is Welcome

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

THE ROCK

Tuesday

Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11:30 a.m.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.

Wednesday
Thursday

Morning Prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.
Prayer Service – 7:30 p.m.

Bible Study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708

Van service is available by calling:
(727) 327-0015

Sunday Worship Services . . . .8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) . . . . . . . .4:00 p.m.
Rev. Wallace Elliott Sr. - Pastor

OF

SERVICES

Sunday

Bro. Robert Smith

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Monday thru Thursday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

McCabe United Methodist Church
2800 26th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-867-5287 • Fax: 727-906-9808

A Discipleship Making Community

Sunday Worship Services . . . . . . . . . . . .10:00 a.m.
Sunday Children Church . . . . . . . . . . . . .10:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8:50 a.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:30 p.m.
Senior Fellowship (2nd Wednesday) . . . .12:30 p.m.

Advertise in the
Church Directory!
CALL
727-896-2922

GREATER MT. ZION AFRICAN METHODIST
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Friendship

Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

Sunday .............7:45 A.M. and 10:45 A.M. Worship
Sunday School..............................................9:30 A.M.
Monday Morning Meditation WRXB.....6:45 A.M.
Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 P.M. Prayer and Bible Study
Thursday...........................7 P.M. Youth Enrichment

1045 16th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33705
email: info@greatermtzioname.org
Website: www.greatermtzioname.org

Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

“Serving and Saving
“Helping and
Healing”

“Inspiring and
Instructing”
“Praying and
Praising”

Call Today!
Don’t wait!

Early Morning Worship .....................................7:30 a.m.
Sunday School ...................................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .............................................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Vintage Bible Study.....11:00 a.m. - 12 noon
Wednesday Bible Study.....................................6:00 p.m.
Rev. Clarence Williams,
Wednesday Prayer Service ................................7:00 p.m.

Pastor

Live Broadcast WRXB (Every Sunday • 8:30 a.m.)Tape Ministry • Bus Ministry

Need a tape of a service or transportation – Dial 894-1393
"The church with a heart in the heart of the city"

10th Street Church Of God
207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Your Church

could be HERE!

Rev. I. James Mitchell,
Senior Pastor

(727) 898-9407

Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 p.m.

New Mt. Olive Primitive Baptist Church
Elder Tony L. Bradley, Pastor

Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 p.m.

3001 18th Avenue South • Saint Petersburg, Florida 33712
Phone: (727) 327-9904 • Fax: (727) 322-0409
Church School - 9:30 A.M. • Morning Worship - 11:00 A.M.
Wednesday Night Prayer Meeting & Bible Study - 7:00 P.M.
Worship Service Every Thursday Night after the First Sunday, at 7:00 P.M.

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!
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