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Libraries as a Foundation for Generative AI support within Academia
By Fruehauf, Beman-Cavallaro, & Schmidt

An AI-Literate Community supported by 
free-to-access professionals and 

resource deliverables

"The third place is not home and not 
work, but instead one of the physical 
settings that have throughout history 
encouraged a sense of warmth, 
conviviality, and that special kind of 
human sustenance we call 
community" - Ray Oldenberg
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The USF Libraries have an internal 
community of practice dedicated to 
growing staff capacity to support 
exploration into AI for research 
support through:
• AI Library Guide
• Research Consultations
• Workshops for Researchers
• Copyright Services
• Custom Classroom Instruction
• Cross-departmental 

collaborations
• Open Educational Resources

Library Databases

•6 licenses include AI clauses

•Multiple platforms have AI assistants

Literacy Instruction

•AI literacy has connections to digital 
and media literacy

"Results outside academic libraries 
were too small in quantity to be 
used to draw conclusions. Given 
that AI will likely affect the reality of 
all libraries, more research needs to 
be done to evaluate the perceptions 
of librarians in public, special, and 
government libraries." 2
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Libraries as third spaces are accessible 
locations upskilling AI literacy and use.  
Librarians, information professionals, serve   
as accessible instructors in this environment.
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