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INTERCOt'l2

The IriTERCOM is published semi-spasmod icatly by the Io'••a Grotto,
P.O. Box 228, Iowa City, Iowa 52242. The I.G. is dedicated to the
exploration and study of caves, and is affiliated with the Nat-
tional Speleological Society, Inc., Cave Ave., Huntsville, At
35810. Subscription rate is $10.00 per year. The I.G. will ex-
change journals with USS affiliated grottos. Reproduction in
whole or part of any material appearing in the INTERCOM must be
authorized in writing by the editors.

Editors: Hichael Bounk, RR 3, Box 194, Tipton, IA 52772 and
~~arren Netherton, RR 3, Box 542, Huscat ine, IA 52761.

Chairman: ::tchael Bounk
Chairman:

. Vice Chairman:
Secretary Treasu~er:

Michael aounk
Steve I.loon
Larry ~~elch

The Im,a Grotto meets at 7:30 PN on every fourth "ednesday of
e~ch month in room 236 of Trowbridge Hall on the c~mpus of the
University of Iowa in Iowa City, Im,a. The Iowa Grotto '.,as
founded in 1949 and is the third oldest grotto west of the I:iss-
issipp!.

Copyright @) 1988 by the Iowa Grotto

Cover: BEACH PARTY IN COLD WATER CAVE'
From left to right are frolicking Iowa Grotto cavers Brian Bain, Lary Welch,
and Mike Lace. Photo by Steve Moon.

This issue was produced by guest editor Larry Welch,
who has promised to upgrade his usual shoddy editing job to
produce a quality publication in the INTERCOM tradition.
Trip reports will supercede editorial indulgences due to
space limitations. Just the facts, ma'am.
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IOWA GROTTO ~EETI~G ~I~VTES

July 22. 1987

The meeting was called to order at 7:40 by Chairman ~ike Bounk. 12
members were present. ~inutes were read and approved. followed by a
brief Treasurer's report.
Old Business

Bryan Bain has written notes for self-guided tours of several Iowa
caves to be viewed during the Hodag Hunt. Included are Decorah Ice.
Indian Bluff, and Duttons Cave.
New Business

Warren ~etherton brought up the Federal Cave Protection Act~ and it
was suggest~d that we barrage our congressman with letters supporting the
act.

The V.S. Park Service has contacted ~ike Bounk about making
Coldwater Cave a ~ational Natural Landmark. We will receive a writtp.r'.
copy of the proposal shortly. followed by a 60 day period of public
comment. This should not affect caving at Coldwater in theory.

Greg ~cCarty noted that those interested in the clean-up of Decorah
Tce Cave should check the ~ovemher 1976 issue of the ~SS ~EWS for
restoration tips.

A DES ~OI~ES SV~DAY REGISTER had some ads for caving trips listed.
~entioned in particular was Hunter's Cave. Greg ~cCarty offered to find
who is leading and sponsoring these trips.
Trip Reports

Greg ~cCarty and Gary Engh checked out some leads in the s i1ur ian
near Wadena on July 4. A number of crevice caves were located. one
sporting a nice Colonial Coral.

!.arry Welch and Stacey Cyphert reviewed their trip to Grappling
Falls in Coldwater Cave. The waterfall was tied Into the ~tid Canyon
survey and Bryan Bain climbed the falls to find about 600 feet of virgin
cave. ~ike Bounk reported on upstream work in Coldwater spearheaded by
~ike ~elson. About 450 feet of passage was mapped on that trip.

Steve ~oon gave details of his trip to Kemling Cave with Rudy
Pruszko. Steve was impressed by the formations and the extent of the
cave.

Warren ~etherton reported on his tr ip to the mainstream sump in
April Cave. ~ike ~elson free dove the sump but didn't find airspace.
The possibility of lowering the water level at the sump was discussed.
~ike Lace and Larry Welch reported on 2 Floyd County trips during the
month.
Future Trips

A trip to April Cave is scheduled for August 29.

August 26. 1987

The meeting was called to order at 7:42 by Chairman ~ike Bounk; 10
members were present. ~inutes from the previous meeting were read and
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approved. Following this, a treasurer's report was given.
Old Busines,

The first order of business was to review the upcoming Hodag Hunt.
The trip to Yew Ridge is off, and no vertical caving is plannec.
However. the Grotto's vertical gear will be brought in case it is
needed. Trip options will include guided tours in Fayette. Floyd. and
Dubuque counties and self-guided tours to Skunk and Decorah Ice Caves.
The headquarters of the activity wi! 1 be at the Spook Cave Campground
near McGregor.

~o accident report on the Miiler's Cave incident has been submitted
at present. Chairman Bounk will produce a report and send it to the ~SS
in the near futu~e,

Some problems have with the grotto mailbox have resulted ;n it
being closed for much of the summer I <lnd some iterns were retu:-nec. to
sender. The mailbox has been reopened just prior to the meeting. and we
will attempt to avoid repeating this unfortunate incident,
~ew Business

It was ~ent.:.oned that officer elections will be coming up in the
nea:- future. Ballots wi~: be sent out in ~ovember and votes will be
counted at the December meeting.
Trip Reports

Steve ~oon reported on a trip to Exhaustion Crevice in Jackson
County, which was sho",,'n to him by a local man. A 25 foot drop was
negotiated with the help of a cable ladder. from there the cave sloped
down to a depth o~ 50 feet. Past a squeeze there is a small room and
some formations.

~ike Lace repo~ted on some Kentucky caving he did with Stacey
Cyphe~t a"d B~yan Bain. Included were t~ips to Pine Hill Cave. the
Sloans Valley System. Sinks of the Roundstone, and Across the Road Cave.

Larry Welch reported O~ Coldwate~ activities, which included
placing a dive line through the Spong Siphon and a survey t~ip to
Critter Pass near the Beaver Boneyard.

~ike Lace reported on Floyd County activity. including the su~vey
of Wilson Cave. Loren Schutt described some excavation he and Mike
Bounk did in a nearby sinkhole on the same trip. ~oted also was an
inquiry to the owne~ of this property from the DEQ concerning his
sinkholes.
Future Trips

The trip to April Cave was rescheduled to September 5 to accomodate
the plans of more cavers, ~eeting adjourned at 9:23.

,RiP REPORTS

Wagon Wheel Cave, Falling Sp~ing Cave. ~iddlestat Cave,
:ayette COt.:nty. ~ay 9-10, 1987; ~ike ~elson. Bryan
Xelson. Aaro~ Xelsor.

Duttons Cave.
Bain. Delores

Bryan arrived here shortly after noon and we set
immediately fo~ Fayette Co, Dnd Dutton's Cave County Park,

off almost
We set up
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camp and had a qui ck snack. then got down to the ser ious bus iness o~'
caving.

!..eaving Delores and Aa:-on at Dutton's to entertain themselves,
Bryan and I took the short scenic drive to the caves we had been working
on. Falling Spring had provided us with adequate challenges in the
p"s~. being so tight that under normal conditions the water would bu ild
up in front of the caver as he entered. filling the passage and forcing
his retrea~. In Febr-uary of '86, the water was low enough that Bryan
became the f:~st person to enter in past the fork, squirming in a couple
of hundred feet, until he was eventually stopped by a breakdown block i~
the middle of the stream bed. Venturing back up this left fork again in
July of the same year. we removed a fe\\' nubs from the floo~' and over' a
square foot of "dead rock" an inch thick from the ceiling. :h~s allowed
us to deto~:' a~ound the slab and continue R~other sixty feet upstream.
Here the horizontal passage t~rned into a vertical crevice which ended
~r. 3 high unsta~~e lead and a low water ~assage. The high lead ended i~
a collapse, .as if under a small sir-I<. T~e water lead had a !3:,ge
breakdown sla~ on the =!oo~ and a !arger one securely wedged above :t.
9ryan squeezed between these to where he could see that ::t :night have
possi~.:.l.it.:es, bt:t.: the attempt.: wou~d hilve to ~e made wea:-ing a ~.:ni:nu:r.
o~ clothing and afte:- hammering out some more nubs. We were dr.:.ven or.
~y a ~ydrologica! expe~1ment o! ~ike Bounk's. He had once introduced"
quar.t.:.ty 0= co:-:; cobs i::~o WB.gon Wheel Cave which were expelled :"rom
~a!~i:;g Sp~ir.g a short time ~ate~. Wagon Wheel had been s:~:-veyed
~ownstrei:.1:n ?thout 300' to a sump. which was shown to be within 300' of
the ent.:-ance to Fa!l.:r.g S~:,::ng. w~~pr.!a.:c o,:t 0:: a tapo map. We had
~o ~e close. so we decided to pursue thi~gs upstceam this time.

"'agor. Whep! w;~s or:ce a gro~'::ng s::':1I<ho}c :r. a ditch. The farme:-
whose t.:o~soilWilS r~nning of~ .:.nto .:.~ was sharp enough to use it instead
0:' fighting it. He se~. a cu!ve:'~ \"e:,~ic?~ly on the c:-evice in the
Jed:-ccx, :~e to? 0: which WClS level w.:th the ditch. F..:.lling in the
sink. he then !l.2.C a natu:-al storm sewer. T!l.e old iron wagon whee~
p~aced over ~~e c~~vert as a grate gave this c~ve its popular name.

We us{~c. Brya~'s new ascending gee:' ':0 enter- 2.:lC exit this sha!"~,
givi~g us varied experience on the same equipment. We readied the rope
and gea:- whi~1! : dug the wheel free of th~ d..:.r: t!l.at. had accumulated
a:-ouno its edges over the years.

The 20' drop in was easy enough after getting the hang of using tile
ascenders in !'everse. We lit out downstream through some crawlway, some
walkir.g passage, and one ea:-dip;Je:-- o~ a 10"'" spot, before resuming
::-easonable ~2.:!ds i]:-:d ~'{nees and belly crawling cave. ;'!l.ere were
occasio::;-:.1 fO:'::1ations of flowstonp a::c. stalactites and n.:cely spaced
ceil.:ng joi:1ts. The further we we;}t ":he shakier these ceiling joints
~ooked. t~ere W2S ~ ~ot of clay showing in the cracks. !n the last one
at the e~d o~ t~e s~rvey. we found an uppe~ level lead, and a~ ~~sumped
sump. Bryan took ~he high road ar.d I took the low road. His lead ended
within 25' ~~ 2 heap a~ the uppe~ one !~Fa~~!~g Spring had, !was in 2
~o:!zonta! s!ct t~Rt ~ ~ad to scoop a ch3~nel in the mud in .to ?~oceed .
.'35' ~::to :t ~ C<1rr:f~:':P ag2:ns::] hreakdow:: slab and just enough roo:!: tc
::-:se out of :he \\'8:e: and peer' 1:-:to t.:he f8.r reaches of :nl!ing Sp:ing
~ave~ The S~O:. 3r'yan had squee7t<i ::~~li !as:' Ju.!.y ~ooked bigge:- a:H"!.
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certainly more worthwhile pushing from this perspective. but t~e dooe to
door teip wa! snagged on the same nubbins that had impeded Bryan on his
first peek 1nto this connectior. area .. Cavers coming from each direction
could have touched heads, but the real rewa~d in this visually connected
system awaits the day that we can do a little wanking with a ~ilmmee
and/or a little smaller caver comes along. Still, we were iJleasec. <lS
could be.

:'here is still a lot of opportunity lef~ in this tight, short,
challenging system: the dooe to doo~ trip. the right hand passage of
Palling Spring, the survey to tie it all together, and finishing the
survey upstream from the entrance 0:-" WclgO~ Wheel. We :!~specteG th?.~.
~ortion of the cave before climbing out. Bryan picked up the geae and I
rep:aced and reburied the wheel to look as we had found it.

Back at camp we had supper, af:ee whic~ we hung the rope over a
stout tree limb and Bryan gave Aaro~ a ~esso~ ~r.using ~he ascenders ~~
the manner whi ch we had used at the cave. We then burned up a grea t
de?~ of firewood before retiring for the evening.

Sunday we awoke to a waem, cleae. beautiful day. We wandered, ilt
o~e leisure, over to ~iddlestat Cave. Seyan had not yet seen it and
wa:-:ter. so:ne pictures of it. This cave is interesting in that it is or.
the collecti~g end o~ ~he G~ainage system as opposed to the outlet end
that I've more commonly dealt with, Back at Dutton's Cave. we rigged
the rope over the c~ i ff above the cave anc Bryer: 3:1d eect: took <::
couple of turns ea~pelling off of it.

We had whiled away too much time to accomplish anything up to the
Brunsvold Caves as we had i~te:1ded 'to do. Ir.s tead we stopped by an
~cG~a~~~ance of mine i~ Hawkeye to get det~i:s O~ some cave leads he hac
~)~ce l1pntioned. He to~d us of a cave that exis~s near the cemetery in
t::e nea:::-!y nonex.:s-::ing tow:;. D~ Go:.:.ldsbp.:-g. We did not manage to find
the be:-g. let alone the cemetery or t~e cave. We intend to spend more
time in this area yet this summe~. though. and will sea:::-ct~for it again.

~~ei, Cave. Winneshlek County
June 27, 1987; Warren Xetherton, Gary Sngh. ~ike Xelsor.

.\t 10:00 am Saturday morni:1g. Gary (tri~ ieader). :.!ike and
entered April Cave to check out the mainstream sump. Afte~ arriving at
t~e s~mp, ~ike dor.ned a ~ask and wetsuit hood, He made several dives.
prog:'essing a litt1e furthe:::- each time while Gary assisted by holding
the li:1e or ~ike's feet. A little time was spent between dives waiting
for sediment, wtlich was stirred lip during t!:e ~r'ocess. to settle out.

The water!'illed passage is approximately 18" high and perhaps 6
~eet wide. During the furthest. dive. Mike could see an area about 17
feet beyond the sump ledge. It appeaeed to be more of the same. In
this 17 foot section the passage first seems to gradually slope downward.
Jecause a definite 4 to 5 inch ceiling rise further along didn't have
a..:.:,.

: climbed up a dome a few feet downstream from the sump. Xone of
us knew for certain :f it had beer. checked out prev:o~s~y o~ if it we~~.
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It had and it didn't.
Xext we.began digging the stream channel deeper at a point about 60

feet downstream from the dive site. Here the stream flows over a grave:
bar which backs up water all the way to the sump. The only digging
tools we had were the rocks themselves. Although the gre-vel a~d cobbles
are well packed. they aren't cemented together. ~ estimate !he area we
spent most of o~r time on is trenched down 6"-8" over an 8 foot expaIlse.
:'his lowered the pool about 3" at the s~mp. Seve:-al of the rOCKS

excavated are rounded ehu:1ks of speleothems, presumably stalact!ties
which were once affixed somewhere upstream of the sump.

After t~e ciggi~g projec~ we adjuste~ our kneep?ds ar.d exited
without incident.

James Cave. Edmonson County (Kentucky)
T~~y ~-~. 1987; 9rya~ 3ai:1, £sso Grotto members

,ibile the other group entored the man-mace Foot Dome Entr~~ce,
ours ~roceeded through th9 Historic Entrance. There are seven
knovm'entrances vath the Historic Entrance being th0 main one.
It ~as a very easy trip to the dig site, follovang ene old
comnercial trails ~ost of the way. Th~y explained that J~es
Cave is a winter hibernation home to over a cuarter million
bats including endengered species. At Dyer's.Dome, one could
hear numerous bats squeaking on the ceilinG. I was warned not
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to look up as this was a "bat room" for bats and those drops
of :iouid falling dovm was not plain water. At the dig site,
~e organized a bucket brigade, switching as the person digging
got tired. Lots of r-rogress was made c~at afternoon with the
digging being ~elatively easy. Afterw<:ds we toured more of
the cave, mostly f(llo~ing the old comoercial trails. Sever~l
interestinG and historical features were pointed out including
a sm~ll taste 0 f the Left I.laze.After departing the cave, we
took turns sho~ering, the ~es0rt h<s generously given the
c~vers access to o~e room com~lete ~ith a real oathroom and a
shower. i, welcome lu:;..:urythat- I'm nat used to, but was quick
to get spoiled by it. 'I'henwe made a pilgrimage to the local
?iz::.a:iut for food a'ld some ~m chai~ caving. Before retiring
for the"evening, there I':asa joke-a-thon around the campfire.
Saturday (the 4th) found more cavers returning to dig beyond
:'yer's Dome. Insteac'" I joined Dre\'1Packman and his girlfriend
Sa~dy on a t~ip to check the results of the shot they placed~: tne oo~to~of Eig Bleck ?it the day befQre. I ~as a little
une~.sy aoo~-: tIle ent:'a.!:ce d~ap into E"oct DJ:le. cSl. 90 feot free
r~p~Q:, since I've never mace a in-cave drop that long before.
~re" I':asvery patient and assure~ ~= that I co~ld do it \'r-th-
out ~'J.yproble~. It was quite the rush far =e as I slid do~n
this i:lpre::::ivedO::le.':;0 continued on to Bit; Elack Pit and
c'.rcppedto ene bottom of it. This ,';aseuch shorter but little
~~s :ree. At the bott~~ITe cle~eG out some 100s8 rocks ~~d
::~ue~zed into a going vi~gin pas~~~2. D~~, after only 15 feet
it '8incneQ ~:o':.nto a h01Jsless rathele drain. Scr"tch 0 ff one
:Jo:::-e leae'..Cn the \";ayoack, I \'/as shown the t:;:::-oleantrave:::-se
cc:::-a33Premie~ Pit. I had c~:::-efullymeccrizcd the route, so
';:nen I lee.:. uz :a..:k to the eL treL::e, I t!,,;.de eve-:-y turr. co:-rectly
thus scvi~g I:.yself :rom th~ :"!:lbr.rrassment of ge:ting los:.
':'1:ej0 foct climb b2.c::to the surface seemed tc n<lve haC. gro,'m
to abo~~ 190 feet, cut I I:.aje i~ ok&y. I ~id not~ u fa~ changes:n&t ~ced nade to =y climbing set-u? before r ~ry another longc'.ro~,=ost~y just for comfort.
~ r.a~ ~ ra="v reunion on Suna'ay ~~a~ T hDc' ~o ~tten~ ~~ ~~~-_.... --.... • -. It,. •••. ".... . .....;.. _, o:J'..) l,.o. __ .;:)

cut ...--y W8'2:.:S:::': s::Jrt. ~ se.id goac.bye to my fa11t::'~.2:ic~e\': CC..::':1g
~~is~~sw~o~~~~~e nr~~iseto r9tu~nO~ Laber ~2~.

Wilson Caves, :loyd County
July 4, 1987; Stacey Cyphert. ~ike ~ace, Beth Patel, Larry Welc~

Independence Day was celebrated bravely searching out and
e~plorirlq caves in Floyd county. The first stop was a legendary
~-i'lk:hQle just east of Ch,::..le= City that had beer" visi"ted yea.s
ago by Mike BOU1~k. This sin~,hole, located by the side of a local
\-~ad. is the tel-'ninal point of what is now a dry creek bed. The
si~khole was c~cked ~jith branches and rocks and we could not feel
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any air flow 50 we decided to s.ve its excavation for a lat.r
date. '

The next stop was Bi II Wi Ison' •.•farm. Bi II had been bU'-l1ing
=cme of the long grass in one of his fields and exposed several
("ornall sinkholes. Mike and I wanted to show Beth and l_drc'l the
bculder-moving digging project we were part of two weeks ago, and
since the new SiTlkholes were on the way, we stopped and did a
l,ttle digging. We didn't break into anything so after checking

out the digging project, Mike, Larry, and ! went to push the
~cwn5tream lead in Two-Days Digging Cave. This lead drains the
entl:-e Cdve (and the Coon Highway annex). Several coffee cans of
mLld were removed but more work still needs to be done to reach a
small drain where the digging potential can be reassessed (see
attached map). Mike and Larry briefly attempted to exit the cave
through the Coon Highway connection but the passage remains
unpenetrated.

Larr~ and Mike the~ checked out Mike Nelson's work in Hemp
Hole. They moved several rocks in the lead to the left and
report that it looks like the floor appears to drop slightly
ahead of where they were able to reach. This lead too is worthy
of more investigation.

Upon returning to the farm house, Bill Wilson suggested that
we check out the new sinkholes again because he planned to remove
them ne~t week. A new promising lead was discovered and several
hOll~S of hard work was invested in the still smoldering sinkhole.
Our lungs are probably black from the soot. Bill helped us
remove a huge rock by bringing chdins and first a tractor and
thEn later a bulldozer tD the dig site. Darkness closed in as
~he rock was moved to reveal only more rock. Mike and I headed
bile> to !o"Ja Clty whi Ie Beth and Larry went to Charles City for
tr-,E fireworks.

o

l f,CN.

wltTO, ~",'OJ
",., df1l>,
B/llf/(

7Wo DIIYs
'Plf"lf&c~vr

r" L11>1'r. cr f'fNEnrIlTlON6/y/n)

Cr)

\
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:':.~->~lhole. ?e;Jd!etO:1 County {Wl~st Virginia)
.:;:1y 10, 1981; Br"ar. 9alo. Ch,~:'!eston e."O'. !'. m,'~be" -....",_'.. rs

,':nile"t the Charleston Grotto's July meeting, I met Rex i:lldns.
~e's very ~uch into the vertical aspect of cDving and showed ~e
8 slick little modification for my [.litchellascending set-up.
E&sicnlly you just add a Kevlar cord to c.heupper cscender ond
run it dovm to your seat harness. Any strong webbing or cord
'.'!ill,';orkbut Ke'llar, used mostly by roele climbers, is e::tremely
s~all 2nd light weight with a breaking strength e~uivalent of
.; i~ch c~.ble. 'l'his extra. :ord not or..ly gives you 0 s2.fety line
in cpse of the uTIli~ely ~ve~t of the up~Gr ascencer sli~gbreak-
ing or coming loose, but ~ainly is used to nrovide a good rest-
inG ;Jositio~ for lonGer climbs. The i'IitchellSystem is very
versatile, simple and allows ~uick on and off rope capabilities.
One disadv"ntage is the lack of a restinG position. ~ith Rex's
mo~ification, you now ccn just lean back ~~d let your sect
h~~ness tcleemost of the TIeight, thus restinG the legs. I jumped
at the offer '.':henasked if r ,'.~a.ntedto 50 on a t::-ip ':"ith hio
this ~ee~end to one of ~est Virgini~'s classic vertic~l c~ves,
::allhole. ~he only catch l'Ias,that I ";ould have to drive.
I picked U? Rex at his plsce on friday evening (July 10, 1927),
ana. \'le proc,:eded on the long d:-ive to Pendleton Count:,. "You
c~.n't get ttl ere from !lere" is the COm!:lon saying in i::ezt V.:.rSiYlie' .•
The (~~ive to the Gerc02ny Valley area is no e:r.:ce~tion, ho\"!eve:=-,
the ne2,utiful scenery clang the '::ay m£~c.eup for the fou::, hour
c~~ve. 3y coincidence, that is a~out the seme cm~unt of ~~~vinb
~~=e fro~ G~~=~~Io~a to Cold~ater Cave. Schoolhouse C~ve,
Ei:l0thsr Cl8.ssic, is only a.cout e. mil-e frot! Hellhole en the sane
r~~d. Last year's ne~ly discovered EX~2~tion in Hellho~e is
tr3nding th~t dir~ction, giving some h0ge to ~ pc=sible future
connection. I ~3S sho~TIthe entrence of Sehoolhou38 but this
cave is closed year-round at this tics. 5ellhole iz clo3sd in
the ~~nt~r wontns cue to hibernati~g er.dcn5ered 3~e:ies of cats.
~ell~ole is 2.. 'Douu!£.r CC.Y9 end this \'lee1~enc~ was no ezce;)tion.7lhroo n.l.h"~ -r-ou:'~,"ere ~1~e-o'y c-~~e~ out; n .ho Dr"~ - Wr.o ,....i •.•.•.•.00....-•...... ~'"-'--.5 :."..... C:.__ ~. :::-.•.••.:-' ••~. -. 1".1... ....::.. .;. .-bc ....
the ~iddls entr~nce of this 155 foot drop with our ro~e oeing
-the third li:le in. By the next dey s.fter bres.kfe.st, there '.n:.3
s, tot.:.l of seven rO!Jes ri.sged, ~lost of i'i:-~ich':le~t do':.'!l the
sn;-:.ller cente:- ~ole. Rex cO!:lulair:ed th?.t it Wt..s e, bit cro';;~led
~•..::~j'" tt, .....:..:::J.~'l1~r ..•.•o~es bu':" th~ro "'-'S'!'1I':" D"ch 0"0 C~Ul r' ~o•• ..1.,. ••••• --,", " ~_ ••• '''' ",.I, "" ._ ""- ~. <,; "' •• ,,_ ..., __ , .' •

Wi; j'Jined up i7ith tn:-ee "\jirsiniz. C:J.~T0rs tho.t Re:: ~'18\7. They
t~d brOu5~t wet suits for the trip i~to the new Ext~ntiG~.
App2rent~y t~e big flood 0: 1955 had opened ~ si~t plug ~~
t~1e )2~zz::.ge .oel.:>.....Little =:ellho::"e Pit. (,yer t,::o r!i:Les of 'li:"t;i:!.
p~s~ages ~ere ~0P?ed ther2 l~st sun=,~:"orir-s~~;t~~ total
2.e::~t:::'0: Hellhole to z,bC',1t 4.5 :li1.es. Rex Z'.n6.I took plastic
bass wit~ the ide~ of 3t=ippi~g cut ~f ou= :~othss ~t t~~ pc~l,
"::hieh is :3~.lpposed :.c ;)e o:o:.ut iC to 1;. f-s.et !.ong, th.::~ .::'Ut~i:1~
our d~y clcthes b~:k O~. I ~QS =9~~~Y =0;~ett~~€not b~i~;~~0
cy wet suit along at t~is point. ~nen ~y turn to r&Pgel Qo~n
the cntroncc cene up, I ~hippeci out my Lo~ell ourkhead Safety
Il<:'.ck,thre8.ded it onto the rope c:nd.nervously bD.cked oyer the
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edg•• This,uas my longest rappel ever, but my apprehensions
diaappeerea!as the rack responded beautifully e~d smoothly.
The last 2/3's of .the drop is totally free, giving one an
~tresome vie••of the huge entrance room. Sunbeams shine~ co,m
from the three sinkhole entrances above, enhancing the already
spectacul~r scene. Once on the bottom, I unhooked from the ro)e
end felt the rack, it was baxely wexm. I see no problem using
the Lorrell 5urlmead Befety Rack on a 200 foot or moredro).
The others were equally impressed and also admired my curbide
lan~ igniter that Lorrell had designed and mede. After everyone
ha.d rea.ched the bottom, we regrou:!,)edend proceeded to Little
Hellhole, a 45 foot ~it in which rrerigged and dxo~:!,)ed.Ey notr,
this drop was nothing, in fact, I "as beginning to really enjoy
bouncing de~~ ~its. After a short hike then a short cra"l, ITe
arrived.at the pool. There was only 4 to 6 inches of eirspace
for about 10 feet then you were out of the water end into huge
trunk "assage. Rex and I looked a.t this and c.edded it ':;a.stoo
crazy to do rdthout wet suits. The three Virginia cavers contin-
u!ld on, while Rex and I turned around and ,lent bc.ck out. La.ter,
the Virginia cavers admitted that they got cold, even ,dth "et

.suits and "ished they had "orn hoods.
While climbing out of Little Hellhole, I got a bit of experience
in negotie,ting (1~ over-hanging lip, but m(1.deit without too cuch
trouble. The next major obstacle "as the climb from the entrance
room to the surface. ~ith'my new resting sling set-u:!,),it seemed
easier than the 90 foot c11::lbout of James Cave thet I he.dmade
the 17eek before. One other ac.vantage is that you can remove the
upper ascender foot sling and disconnect the main rope froc.the
chest haxness, thus easily converting from the Mitchell to the
Texas clicbing system. This cen even be dono on-rope in c~se of
a very difficult lip or over-hang that mey prove aloost impossi-
ble rd.th the Hitehell systetl.

After getting out 0 f our cavins ~e<,.r,ViC hee.ded to .;ne.:crby
restaur~nt to ehoTI da~n. Then we.sn~ soma of the loc~ zicrhte,
i::cluding Seneca Rocks (rock climbers per"dise) ene. t!:e swimming
hole (0 deep section of the North Fork South Brench Potoo~c
~i\.er). B.?ck at cenp \."e rele.xec., spolte to so!:!e of the othe=-
caver.s B.nd tip!,ec: a couple of brerls. The Virginia C2vers got out
late 2nd told us tales of huge rooms, boo~ing pass2ges ~nd
:')eDutiful crystal fartle.tiona. Rex end I vO':.'ec:to retur:l in e.
few wes}-'::3wi.th proper equi:9ment to tour thi.s newest a...'1drela-
tively ~lntouched Drea. .Apperently there are sevc:-al le:,.c\s that
still neod. SO!:1e checking. You CE'n bet your ca~rin-0 boo ts, I'.~inl back to Hellhole es"in.

Two Days Digging Cave. Floyd County
July 12, 1987; Mike Lace, Larry Welch

and
the

Larry and I entered Two Days Digging Cave toting wetsui t jackets
a variety of digging implements. We had every intention of opening
drain at the end of the main passage at any reasonable cost. Larry



INTERCOM 12

wore his wet jacket as he squeezed past the initial crevice and into the
"pinch" of Jle entry crawl where he damn near got stuck. I had packaged
my jacket in a garbage bag with a bit of rope and pushed the bundle in
front of me. We concluded that both methods are annoying and that a
canvas bag and a tow line would work well along with a little troweling
to open the "pinch". We reached the drain and began taking shifts at
digging and filling a coffee can that was passed back and forth,
There's bareiy enough room to pass the one pound can past the body to
the person behind but this system seemed to work well. We advanced to
the point where an outcrop of cave wall ~akes it too tight on the right.
We concentrated on lowering the floor and removing a large mud bank just
inside the,crawlway on the left -- this should make future efforts with
a wet jacket easier. After three hours of squirming in this lovely hole
we decided to exit but we still believe that this is a very promising
lead that's worth the effort. After getting ourselves reasonably clean
we took a look at a deep sinkhole across the road in one of Bill's
fields. It had exposed bedrock and a little rubble on the floor that
could easiiy be moved.

Coldwater Cave. Winneshiek County
July 18, 1987; ~ike Xelson, Dave Ecklund, Sue Ecklund, Bill ~elson, Doug
Schmuecker, In; 11:30 A."I, Out: 1:15 A.\l

We returned to the find beyond "Beyond Tuna Sea" and
and the ScandavlhoVian Sumps to survey. l1ehad poor cOllllllun-icationo through this sump area and have left it hanging
for next time. So we all gathered on the far side of :3 DiveSump and pushed off towards the main stream Virgin lead.

, Reating and reorganizing in a small ~inely decorated
passaGe, Sue moved to the front and aaked, with big eyes,
"i:lthi0 Virgin ceve?" Pleaoed with the affirma tive answer,
she sat down with the rest of us, popped open a can of pud-ding, and admitted to one and all that she was giVing into a craVing brought on by that condition that has worked
quite well all these years for propagating our spec1es.'
We were qu1te slow to get her drift, but when we did,laught-
er fill"'what we now call the "Pregnent Pause Paosage". Davehad been hinting for the whole trip that there were six teammembers along,and we all felt sooo slow.

Unfortunately o.r walk down Virgin cave was cut short
by "The End Again" sump, but not before the cave had sur-
prized us by running through 2 right angle turns. It was
headed almost due south at the sump! There was an air ~acewithin reaoh of a probe with my feet, a gut feeling made me
put off duck1ng under though. We had doffed our scuba gear
in the room before the "Y" 1n the paseage and I d1dn't have
my mask which I feel 1e essential for firet time breath holddives, even if they are ahort. I had felt all along that the
potent1al 1n this area was for paseage running north-llorth-we.t, th1s turn of events though,showe that maybe the cave
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Will paral~el Coldwater Cre.kh w••terly trend on the sur-
face above ~his point, betore heading oft in that direction
again. Running under the creek or cont1nUing pretty directly
west under the ridge are both possibilities. Isn't cavingexciting?

We surveyed back fro~ this sump to the room we had left
our gear in, then shot one sighting back through the right
side of the "Y" and set a station in the little waterfallroom in the right hand side passage. 423.4' of survey was
added to CWC this trip, I believe we lett around 100' hang-
ing in the DumpS and roo~s upstre~ of each, to be pickedup first thing next trip.

At this point we were cooling off and headed up this
as yet unn~ed right hand passage to warn up and explore
further. As it was though, I' got the opportunity to eat
humble pie. I had tried so hard to be objective about whatI had seen on my first trip in here, I wish Larry Laine,
who made that trip posoible, had come all the way with ~e
to help me keep a level head. Everyone agreed that ~y est-
imate of distance was within reason. but the relative sizesand uniqueness of some of the features was fotmd to be a
bit off. The huge rooms, e~timated to be 65' tall, and the
crevass area both have counterparts in the far eastern rea-ches of the cave, in the area of the Bat Roo~.~e were dropping off members of our expedition along
the way for one reason or another and again I got to the
breakdown that had been the point of deepest penetrationon the initial trip alone. Climbing it I realized another
observational error. It did not continue on an upper level,but was actually an extensive breakdown roo~. I climbed the
pile carefully, proceeding across what felt under foot like
a 12' deep pile of broken chalk boards, and gave great caut-
ion to the slabs hanging precariously from the walls. This
was a far scarier experience for me than anything I had yetdone in sumps. I did not climb down the far side of the room,but the cave did continue on, near its original base level.

Bill was at the other side of the breakdown when I re-
turned. We regathered the rest of the party on the way back,
rested some, then made for the surface, too late for pizza.

We learned many a valuable lesson.in regard to air assist
caving, which is a more appropriate name for what we are do-ing, than cave diving per se. Mainly to do with the pack-
aging and transportation of gear. All of the main elementsof cave diving were religiously adhered to. The su~ps all
have hand lines. Our experience has shown the need for some
rerigging, this is at the top of the priority list. We all
had either "Y" valves with dual regulators or two independ-
ent air sources. The multiple back up lights were nice to
have, but mostly for psychological security, they were prac-tically worthless after the first diver passed through each
sump. We pushed the 1/3 air I~le to the absolute limit, next
time we may have to allooate equipement according to indi-
vidual air consumption unless f~iliarity with this enViro-
ment will reduce demande. Th. Spong Siphon had as ~uch air
space as I had seen to date and was excellent for "dry runs"
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for the te~ members who were all as new to this this month
as I was a JIlonthago. The hand lines, and knowing that all
the sumps are short enough to pass through on a single bre-
ath! proVide a great deal of confidence, but sitting here
t)~1n~ this up and noting the potential for problems, it
certalnly gives me the Willies. Like oave divers per se
we are highly dependent upon our equipment, but the ulti~ate
back up is each individuals confidence in their abilities and
Judgement in any given emergency. In this light I have no
doubt whatsoever that this team is oapable of safely ushin
out Coldwater Cave inthie new direotion that it is l~ad- ging us.

Coldwater Cave, Winneshiek County
July 18, 1987: Bryan Bain, Larry Welch, Stacey Cyphert

INTRODUCTION
~n the early 1980's, Gary Engh, Gwenne (Glasser) Hayes, Barry
~chuman ~~d others, discoveredjexolored/surveyed about 1* miles
of oassares in Coldwat(~ Cave. This section is sometimes called
tr,e "New Cascade" area because it is found off from Cascade
Pas.~:lge.This includes the Pig Trough, Wanda' 5 WaL~v:ay ~d !;fud
Canyon. A waterfall was d~scovered at the,end of a:~ thls ~itha ~ood IGad located at tte too. On one tr1p, Ga.-y .1ed a knot
onto some ~cobing anc managed to wedge it b~tween r cou~le of
!"ocks at the too with a lucky toss. Aided loy th"-s hand11ne, ae
climbed to the too ar.d observed that th'!o<:.ssagecontinued .on
ever a lot of b!"eakdown. The trio out to this waterfall is
eA~re~ely ~hysically taxin~ vr-th one so,t in ~3nda's Walkway
wi th low airsoace that is ooten1;ially s=o Drone dur::.n~he?VJ'
run-off oe!"iods. This, in addition to the tricky cllmb ovc!"
the r~shi~c "aterfall, damDened enthusia~ fo!" return trlos.
However, Gary was determined to try and over:ome these odds.
hfter a few years of st3~ation, new blood began ~umrin~ life
b2:k into the Coldwate~ Cave Project and interest in DUE:~~~
cc;,nd the waterfall formed a~ain as Ga.-y recruited ~ome of
this "new blood". But ..first we needed a way to rib a rOlle. T!le
idea of a sraooling hook ~as tossed around. :Ow~ll Burkehead
then designed and built a compact, stron~1 folding ~raopling
hook fo~ this ouroose. A len~th of Bluewate!" !"ope hac already
been carried to the waterfall on a orevlous trio. so Gary En~h,
~a=ry ~elch a.~d eyself set out on a rODe hanging mission curing
the Coldwater Cave weekend ~ February. On the way we extended
the survey to within about 200 teet or the ~aterfall then
rished the rooe by attaching the grappling hook and throwin~
it ever the ~alls. Tne hook lodGed securely on the third toss
:~t ~e had not brou~ht any ascending sear. Another lcng ~~~el-
~~; ~!"ip would be necessary. In May of 1987 three months
l~ter. we started out again but aborted Dart way into the trio.
E,ans were made to go in June instead. D".~.rin~the :une weekend,
G~ry was una~le to Get a~ay from hJme pl~s the threat of raincancelled our plans.
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~ THE BP.~,r.THROUGH
T~e third w~ekend of July, 1987. Gary was unable to make it
to CWC again, but had anparently told Larry to go ahead, if
it seemed feasible. I tall:ed to Fete DeVries, Project Coordi-
~ator who also gave us the &0 ahead. Wishing Gary was lead-
in~ t~e trip, but not kLo~~n~ when re would get another chance,

I dec~ded to try and push the ••terfall. I p~rsuaded Larry
Welcr. and Stacey Cyphert into joining me. OUr objectives
were to set some ~ye tracing "bugs" on the way for Betty
~~eeler survey a. least into the waterfall room. climb
to the ton of the water!al '.,rig the ro:>e better, ;:)ushthe
lead and brinG the granpling hook back. Somehow we.managed
to acco~;:)lishall of our goals I even left some .~rgin
nassage for Gary since he really should have been with us.
We made good time or. the way out. It .as Stacey's first trip
into that area of CoJdwater Cave. he appeared to enjoy the
numerous formations along the way and was amazed at the
frequency of rimstone dams in Cascade Passage. Upstream in
',LOlda'sWalkway we went and obsorved to our relief that the
lew spot appeared to have about one inch less water than ti:e
laot time Larry 3nd I passed this way. We proceeded on to
wr.cre the survey had :eft off and broke out the ~apping gear.
"'enetted 234.8 feet and st.:rveyedcompletely into the water-
fall room (2 stations are actually inside the reom). ~e
de:ided to name the waterfall, Grappling Falls and the room,
Gery's Communication Breakdown Room due to the fa:t that
there i3 a lot of breakdo~~ and it was har~ to tc~unicate
over the noise of the waterfall. In addition. ~ry had
been singing Led Zepplin songs along the way. I attached my
ascenders and climbed up the rope. I had cli~bed the 155 foot
e:l~rance drop at Hellhole i:lWest Virginia the weel:end before.
~J I thought this 15 foot climb,would be a piece o! cake.
','/rongl.the lip at the top was extremely tr::.ckyto r.egctiate.
Once 1 was f~nally over. we decided that Larry and Stacey
'ould be bet;;er of! not climbing it as they had lESS experi-
ence t~.~ me. I found the grappling hook set very securely
in a era:>: but the web sli::g didn It bok cuite as good. I
p~ssed bo~h o~ them down and rigsed the rope onto a large
~reakdo~~ bloc~ farther up the passage. Ideally, a couple
:: bolt~ ~robably chould be set at the top if any more trips
are ?~Gr.~ed this way. A piece of breakdown is wedged at the
VEro. :op of the falls that looks a tit shake'". Maybe this
shot:ld be i:nocked out (with nobocy s;;anding below) for added
~afety. I went on a quick recon i~to the virgin lead beyond
.h: top.of ~rap~ling Falls. The passage started out big and
taLl. a~m~s. me~nstream size. I had to carefully climb over
a ~hole bunch of breakdown that in places mostly filled the
pa=s~~e. Fu:ure explorers beware! Some of the breakdo\n is
~::sta:le. Most of tt? ceiling ap7eared solid so I stayed on
.ne largest rocks an: as close to the ceiling as nossible
A:ter a couple of huno~ed feet or so the breakdoWn thinn;d
out t~ a~~ost nothing but the passag~ size was down to abc'lt
8 fee. \'-Lceand be:ween 5 to 6 feet high. It continued in tnis
manner fer about another 100 feet until the passage forked.
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~he right fork was completely filled ,nth breakdo\'m•.It looks
like a sinkhole collapsed into the passa£e or somethlng. The
left fork continued ,for about another 100 feet or so, ending
i~ ~ mud and clay fill. A smaller passage went off to the right
~ith w~ter flo~~ng out of it. Passage size was aoout 5 foot
','I:.:ie':::about 5 foot high. I continued this W2y f;,ralmost
an;,ther 100 foot until reaching a zmall breakdo\'m "roo~". It '
re&~ly is more cf an enlargeme~t of the nassa[e ~~th a :eiling
;,f::out 8 to 10 foot high. A lot of nice formations were
&ou~dant here. The water flowed out of a slot about 4 foot 1'1109
oy aoout 2 foot high. Almost half of the passage was filled by
~~ter (wall to wall). I did not contir.ue on out the nassa~e
c:i~ as far "s I could see with little change. '::iththat much
~'atG~a~d air flow, the ~assage is bound to aoen un again. All
:i8~res given :re very rou[h estimates. I'm not as good i~
;~~3si~S dis~vnces as ! ~8u!d like to be. P~ssibly it ~ee~ed
f:rther to ce c0cause of all the breakdown I had to CllOb over
i~it:.ally, but I'm guessing th~t I ~ent close to 5O~feet of
~:st~y virgin nassage. I made my way back to Grnr.pl~ng Fa:ls
&~j fJune th&t Larry ~nd Stacey h~d been insid0 the small ?ass-~qe ;~::t 17aes ~rc:::the room. The;.'we:e :hecki~~ it out, h~p~ng,~ f_.,~a way a_ou~d the falls. Tne tk.ss••ge doe. 60, but t..e, e
is scme obstructions about 50 feet in. I made it back do~n
';::-:ereI rested and g'.ll-::eddOlm a good quantity of water. Another
~c~e for fu~ure trips t~ this area. Take olenty of water, we
',"e:-ebegin~ing t~ run quite low by the tim" we reached tne
3:-:aft.Larry car~ied the grapnli~g hook back out which apoe"~~d
t~ oe a hin~r~ce for a number of reasons, es~ecially in the
::-~~~~JYs. Not far from the Pig Trough, while in Cascade, ~e=~~a bat flying around. I had heard rumors of peoDle seeing
~ couple roostl~g up in ~he B~t Room crevicet but after 30 trius:.~C~Coldwater Cave this ~as the first o~e ~Ive had the -
;o2.e3.3Ureof personally :eaing. He seemed as surDrized to "see"
~:_&3_~e ~ere. to see ii~. We continued to trud~e 0ur weary ~ay
O~_. =y t~e tlme we reached Pothole Country, ~e were so tired
lh~t we lCJked like zombies ~oving in slow mc~ior.. UDon rea:h-
i::; t;,e):la~for= we disco':ered that Hike !1elso~'s unstrea::l
rli\'i~~g~c~'O he.dbe~t us by o~ly a few r.:inutes.They 100ke1
as.s::::O:-'.lst:-:!a:= I felt. They had also p::shed into :lore virg_~
:::::: :'?:l.e s~!:e 3:..:.rv~:;~ng.C:':: should be ever 10-';miles lone-- - w .. .., <I- n c1- .0 .11 . .. I' • 1 0:.-.1 .. -.... .us~.... anol.. .er ml.:..e OJ. pa.ssages stJ.l neeri1n--:o
:~ s~~vey~c.~t was 1:00 2.m. as I pulled cyself into t~e
3~G:~,Cl~~~X2:lg~ ha~~ 13 hou~ tri~.
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Cave Spring Cave. Shannon County (Missouri)
July 22, 1981: Mike ~elson, Delores ~elson, Aaron ~elson

You can canoe into Cave Spring Cave for about 100',
it has a floor visible 'til the last 20', where the bottom
drops right out of it. One printed source says it's 155'
deep and has been physically connected to DeVil's Well and
;~allace Well. Devils Well is a vast underground la.1reenter-
by a 90' drop through the bottom of a sinkhole. Wallace Well
is in a gated cave just downstream from this cave on the
Current River. Scott House, an eminent authority with whom
I had corresponded in the past, and happened to meet down
to Alley Springs a few days later, disputes so~e of t~is.
Cave Spring drops off 135' to a level where it has been
physically connected to Wallace Well and hydrologically to
Devil's Well, but he assured me that the state of Missouri
probably would not allow an attempt at a physical connect-
ion as it would require stage diving.

Scott aslo informed me that no diving is allowed in
this National Scenic River System without a permit. I'll
have to remember that next time I'm down there. This time
I was curious just to see what it would be like to try and
dive against the force of a large magnitude spring. I could
not swio down 10' with flippers on! I abandoned them and
scaled the wall down for 3D'. The exertion of less than 10
minutes of this activity used up a 15.5 cubic foot ponytank of air.

Little Gem Cave, Shannon County (Missouri)
July 22, 1987; Mike ~elson

This was my second visit to this cave that is unbeliev-
ably spectacular for its lIDO' of passage. Except for a dome,
it seems to have it all, classic entrance, gnarlly crevass
passage, waterfall, abtmdant formations from soda straws to
massive flowstone, and a beautiful lake room. It is also
standing up to an unreal amount of foot traffic, as it is
located on the Current River, which is the sight of one gig-
antic floating party every weekend from May to September.
It is an "ebb and flow" spring resurgence cave, there isonly one other in the U.S.

Jam IQ Cave, Shannon County (Missouri)
July 25, 1987; Mike Nelson. Delores ~elson, Aaron ~elson

Located on the Jack's Fork River, this is not an exten-
sive cave. It makes up for that in shear size. The entance
is about 70' by 70' and it continues on into the cave like
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tfr.t for 300' to 400', over massive breakdown. At that point
it skinnies dOhTI and one must swim a short distance then
climb a small ~aterfall and take some smaller passage to a
large room beneath an open sinkhole, which is where we would
exit from later. This was our first through trip in a truely
wild cave. Beyond this opening was anotner larger pool, which
I swam to the back of. It sumped here and I did not push it,
although a third entrance existed there in a sinkhole. A
fourth entrance was located in a side passage that led to
yet another sinkhole that had a 60' drop requiring vertical
gear.

We peeked into many ~ore caves, both gated and ungated,
and at many of the largest springs in the state. L:isBouri is
truely a caver's vacation land. There is so much to see and
do that it is hard to maintain one's monomania for caving,
though. The swimming is as varied as the sites, with fine
visibility for snorkling. The canoeing is superb. We had no
problems with anyone mescing with our gear left in the canoe
while caving, but I hear that's the exception, not the rule.
We were lucky.

Exhaustion Crevice. Jackson County
August 4. 1987: Stacey Cyphert, Steve Moon, Gary Engh, Dann Cohrs

It was July 19, 1987. th~ day after I (Stacey Cyphert) h~d
gone on a 13 hour expedition in Cold Water Cave to Grappllnq
Falls, that Mike Lace and Steve Moon dragged me out to ]dck~on
County to do some ridge walking. Steve had discovered a hill
that held tremendOUS potential for yielding a cave and he was
(~dger to share its location. Knowing opportunities like thi5
don't come along every day, I went to see what we could find.

Steve led us to a beautiful ridge which was covered with.
several sinkholes. He had already established a dig site at the
most promising one. Mike and Steve took turns digging there
while r fought to stay awaf:e. After both had worn th~mselv.5
out, we decided to walk the ridge to s~e what we could find. A
couple small cracks were found but nothing very exciting. By
this time I was exhausted and started walking back up the ridge
to my car. It was on my way back to the car that I discov~r.d
Exhaustion Crevice.

Located by a tall tree near the top of the ridge, E~haustion
C~evice quickly became a large dark hole as rocks were removed
from its entrance. Our excitement grew as we could hear falling
rac~s ricochet several times on their way to the cave floor. A
second. smaller entrance into the underworld was also discovered
close by. Steve took the first look down into Exhaustion Crevice
after being safely belayed. It quickly became obvious that wr
were going to need more equipment if we were to enter the cav •.
~e left vowing to return with vertical gear as soon as we could.

The exploration of Exhau5tion Crevic~ did not occur until
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th •• \I.ni~g of August 4, 1987. In addition to me, tnt!'
eoxploratioJ"\~party included G.ry Eng, Steve Moon, and Dann Cohl"'!

A cable ladder and belay rope were used to enter the cave.
r went first, followed by DanR Gary and Steve. The first 45 feet
or so are 18 to 24 inches wide. Gary had done an excellent job
tying the belay rope around me and I had difficulty getting it
off in the tight quarters. The cave drupped about 40 feet during
this distance and took a sharp turn. It looked like the ceiling
was relatively straight so with each step down the ceiling got
higher and higher. I waited for the others at a tight squeez~
where the cave dropped further and took a sharp left. There wer~
snall shells in the left wall and it Wd~ covered with something
that looked like coral.

This squeeze proved to be the point which separated our
party. Danhcould not get through. Gary managed to negotiate the
squeeze after several attempts while Steve had only the minor
difficulty I encountered. After crawling Over (and under) some
brea~;down the cave opened up into a little room (see map). A
crack in the left wall was wet and had some flowstone but Wd5 too
smull to be entered. Several bats occupied this room and one
enjoyed flying around taking a closer look at us. We declined to
crawl up a larqe pile of breakdown to see if the Cave continued
because a second bat was becoming excited and we did not want to
furt~er disturb the bat papulation. A quick look into the second
e~trance and into a couple of the sinkholes (both worthy of
further consideration) conclud~d our trip.
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Coldwater Cave, Winneshiek County
August 15':)987; Mike Nelson, Doug Schmuecker. In: 11 :30 AM. O"t 5:30 PM

Doug and I went on up to the Spong to collect bugs,
water samples and the air tanks he bad left up there last
trip. One more conth of picking up these samples yet. Ris
t~lks still had plenty of air in them and he wanted to use
it up before carrying them back. liehad backpacked them in,
w~ich was alot of work compared to the waterproof, floatable
"torpedoes" the rest of us had used. I hauled my scuba gear
in in one ofthese and Doug brought along an empty one toretrieve his.

Af; long as we had the equipment and there were no other
major trips going on this month, we decided to rerig the
handline through the Spong Siphon. We noticed quite a com-
motion advancing up the cave towards us as we were prepar-
ing for this job. Soon we were honored by a sight that is
as rare, almost, as an albino blind cave rhinoceros. Dave
l':cklundshowed up in the company of the cwe landowner, Ken
Flatland, and PETE DEVRIESl!! Yikesl In all the two and one
half years I haa-Deen coming here, I had seen Kenny at least
[ee into a wetsuit once, but seeing our project coordinator
here ...

3videntlythis new find upstream has intrigued him en-
oUEn to investigate the possibility of attempting to lower
the water level and make the Spong a little less intimidat-
ing. His appraisal? The only noteworthy drop of water is
over a dam created by some breakdown juat upstream of the
Jumping Off Point. It is not an impossible project, re-
moving this impediment, but it will take more work than I am
personally willing to get involved in presently.

Declining the use of our scuba gear to take a look
around on the other side of the sump, they abandoned us to
our work. Doug had to try nosing through one time to see
what it was like, having done it myself as much or more than
anyone else, I was going to use the scuba as long as I had
it. This veteran of over 2000 hours of diving time was con-
siderably impressed by the challenge, said he was glad to
know he could do it, out opted for using scuba for the re-
turn trip. We rerigged the line from the far side out, it
appears alot tidier, out it was a longer, colder job than
expected. The next time through will determine if we did a
good safe job. Doug used knots that are adjustable, so we
will be able to add or remove slack if need be.

Enough was enough, I had gotten almost as cold doing
this task as I had during the initial free dive of the
Scandawhovian Sumps. It was a different cold though, more
insidious. The cold then was fast in coming, while this one
was slow. The other one let you know you were cold, with
almost violent shivering, this one robbed us of manual
dexterity with bearly a clue. It's scary to all of a sudden
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find yourself almost too cold to function with so little
warning. Wb quic%ly stowed our gear and walked up some heat.

Coldwater Cave, Winneshiek County
August 15, 1987: Larry Welch, Scott Dankof, Bill ~elson

Lifeguard with a Sig Flame

It had rained Friday, with more forecast for Saturday. Water level
was pretty low at g.2 inches, but the wet ground wasn't going to soak up
any rain. ~otivation was lacking for the most part -- I had taken Beth
Patel to see Hoot Dome on Friday night and was a little tired. The C02
level was very high upstream: when the shaft was left open and the shed
door closed the lamps burned poorly inside.

Sill hadn't gotten any sleep but was anxious to do something.
Scott had rented a wetsui t, so naturally wanted to get his money's
worth. ! did have a new compass! wanted to try, and we had the makings
of a survey party. When Bill agreed to keep book, Scott and! decided
to survey somewhere. Bill probably figured a book man would eventually
be needed upstream since Sue Ecklund is pregnant.

Where to survey? We decided on Critter Pass, since! knew! could
find it and it wouldn't flood if we did get a thunderstorm. This also
allowed Scott and 3ill to see some new cave since they hadn't been very
far downstream. We got in the cave at 12:30, carrying bags to pick up
some bugs from Cascade Falls for Betty Wheeler and George Huppert.

Going was pretty slow initially, but we started feeling better the
further we went. ! was a little apprehensive about leading through the
swim. but ! fe!~ better when I found out Bi~l was a lifeguard. Bill
also kept a "mainstream flame" on his lamp, so ! figured! was safe even
'c I started sinking and lost my light simultaneously. Scott's comment
on the swim was, "Su~f's up, Big Kahuna!"

At Critter Pass, we unloaded the survey gear. Scott was lead tape
and rear compass sightings, I was rear tape and forward sightings, Bill
ran the book. Critter Pass was not chipped, so we originated the
traverse from the chip at the Beaver Boneyard entrance, chip 807 (?).
A t the mouth of Critter Pass chi p LW1 was set, and the survey of the
passage begun. It is an upper level canyon on the west side of
mainstream, and very muddy. After 52 feet my compass got too muddy to
read, and Scott's was fogged beyond repair. We didn't have a chip to
tie off at, but the 5 mark on the dry ceiling should survive. Critter
Pass was estimated to extend 120 feet until pinching, so is about half
surveyed. We were a bit cold after surveying and cleaning off the
accumulated mud, but warmed up once we started moving.

The bugs were retrieved on the way back from the mouth of Cascade,
and we were back to the shaft at 7:50.
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Kentucky ~. Pulaski and Rockcastle Counties
August 13-17~ 1987; Stacey Cyphert, Mike Lace, Bryan Bain. John Brooks
(Photos have been edited out for space considerations)

Je~n's Rest~ur~nt was the ••eting pl~ce of our party. I had
.rranged for" a friend of ~ine, Gr&ater Cincinnati Grotto member
John Brooks, NSS 24470, to serve as tour guide. I had also
invited Bryan Bain, NSS 25297, a fellow Iowa Grotto member who
recently moved to Huntington, We.t Virginia, to go along. We had
all assembled by 10 a.m. that morning.

Bryan's girlfriend, Niccole, st~yed with our cars as the
four'nf us entered the cave. Pin. Hill Cav. has An imprassiv •
•ntr~nce in a rock face. Much of the p~ssage i. stre~m bed
although there is an upper level. A good deal of the cave is
walking passage but there are opportunities to crawl for those
who desire to.

Our first destination was Tower Dome.. I rem.-bered being
very impressed with this section of the cav. Dn previous trips
.nd I was impressed agAin. Tower Dom.s is a corridor of domes 80
to 100 feet high. The corridor extends approximately 150 feet.
BrRakdo~n at either end of th. corridorc~n b. climb.d. Th.
w.ll. of the domes are .~h, howev~, and this ••d. th.
checking of a high lead I spotted i~ossible with only the
equipment we had. The terminal da.e on the .outhern side
contained several forMations (see Picture Cl. It was here that
our group spotted the first of two .ala••nders in the cave.

The next highlight of the cayw explored waS Skylight Do~
(please forgive the pun). This 125 foot dDRe is reached via a
low crawl in upper level passage. Beam. of light could be seen
bouncing off the far wall. A dead rodent wa. found at the
bottom. More interEsting, however, WAS • l.rg., whit. cr~Nfiah
fpund in ~ pool off of the s.all roo- one enters just before
entering the dome. The crawfish can be seen in Picture D. Thi.
small room also .had saveral C~V8 crick.t. crawling Around on the
cRiling (see Picture E).

From Skylight Dome we went to the Art Room. This room is
also on the upper level. Although heavily vandalized, the Art
Room contains several large stalagmites. The second salamander
we observed was found here and can be se.n in Picture F. Snaking
through narrow canyon passage and observing the cross-bedding
were highlights of thi~ -part of the journey.

Hurricane Pit was next on the list of pIAce6 to visit in
Pine Hill Cave. W9 chimneyed up into hiQher passage and explored
several leads. There is an entrance to the cave here but we did
not see it.

The final destination of our group was the waterfall. Only
a small amount of watRr was falling wh.n we arrived due to the
dry conditions of this-summer. The waterfall is only a few feet
high but sits in front of a deep pool of water. We chose to
climb along the right wall and swing over a cove to the base of
the falls. This maneuver is a little tricky given the absence of
good hand holds but it was the .econd time I had done it and it
was no problem. Fear of falling into the deep poel provided an
additional incentive to do it right the first time. After we
climbed the falls and viewed the domes behind them, we returned
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to A point below the falls via en alternative route. Our group
then e"it •••.~the C:Ave. '

Sunday, August 16th, MaS enother beAutiful day. The
neighbor. who hAd yelled At the noi.y one. turned out to be
c:avers fro. Hic:higAn. After e"c:hAnging .tories with them we had
A quic:k breAkfast at our c:amp.ite And then headed off to the
Garbage Pit entranc:e to Sloan. Valley Cave. This entranc:e used
to be a garbage pit but had been c:leaned up. The owner of the
property has constructed a greenhouse ne~r the pit and has built
a shaft to provide the greenhouse with the Moist cave air (see
Pic:ture G). A ladder is there in the pit to fac:ilitate entranc:e
into the c:ave. Bryan, Hike and 1 entered the cave while Nicc:ole
promised to meet us after going shopping.

. Sloans Valley Cave reminded me a lot of Hammoth Cave. The
Appal'achian Trial is a huge trunk passage .similar to those found
in Mammoth. We climbed over large piec •• of breakdown and s.t on
top of the largest pile of breakdown I have ever seen, Hogbac:k
Breakdown Pile. One ~ould lit~ally touch the c:eiling of the
trunk passage from this pile. HogbAck BreAkdown Pile was on the
way to the first destin.ticn of our .xploration, the Big Room,
and marked the point where we. entered • confusing section of the
cave.

We entered the Big Room from the BedroOft, which itself is a
dec:ent sized room. The Big Room c:an probAbly best be described
as a light-eating void. We were unable to see the entire room At
onc:e and often had trouble seeing the opposite side WAll from
where we were. We met up briefly with th. Michigan cav.rs her ••

From the Big Roo. we headed to the Oasi.. This i. A
decorated portion of the cave. Just pA.t tha OA.i. we met up
with a group of c:avers from the HiAmi Valley Grotto. After
e"c:hanging pleasantries, we headed off in searc:h of Grand Central
Station.

Up until we set off for Grand CentrAl Station, we had bean
in cave that Bryan had been in before. Now we were in paSSAge.
of smaller dimensions which were naw territory to all of us. We
did have a map and a co"'pas. and ended up using both to ascertain
the location of Grand ICentrAI Station. We knRW we were in Grand
Central Station when we found the bracket in the wall where the
cave register used to hAng. After locating this roo., we d~cid.d
to e"it via Scowling Tom's entranc:e. Along the way Another
large, whit. crawfish W~••• en. Fra. Scowling Tom"s it W~& only
a short ~.lk back to our cars where Niccole w~s waiting with
sandwiches for our hungry crBW.

After eating we dec:ided to look at the Post Offic:e entranc:e
to Sloans Valley Cave. This too is a pit entranc:e whic:h c:~n be
free-climbed (with belay) or where aSCEnders can be used. This
entranc:e is suppo",edly in a smAll building 'behind the post
office. The post office was closed when we arrived (it w.s
Sund~y) so we did not get to look at it. We then drove to
Cu~wrland Falls State Resort Park.

The sky was clea~ing by the ti•• Me reached Ht. Vernon. We
stopped at the l~undrom~t first to dry our . caving clothes before
heading to Jean"s Restaurant to ••• t Bryan. After A quick
breakfast we headed to Sink. of the Roundstone Cave (see attac:hed
map). This c:ave has ~ good deAl Df lArge walking passage and has
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been ~apped for a little over 2 ail... It contains several tall
domes und •••...•which water is collecting in large barrels. It also
contains a large pit with mud sides .here I had some minor
difficulty climbing due to the lack of tread on my boots.

We planned to make an entrance tc .ntrance trip in Sinks of
the Roundstone Cave. One car was parked by the railroad entrance
and the other on& was used to transport us to the stream
entrance. Here we Entered thR cay. and proceeded to the larg ••t
room in the cave. This room is litt.r.d with breakdown (and,
unfortunately, trash). A little farther on ••• took a side lead
off the main passage and came out on a ledge some 30 to 40 feet
over large passage. The ledge was not able to be safely free
climbed so we retreated to the big room. We then returned to the
stream entrance where we chatted Hith a local family who w.re
entering the cave. The family was iapressed that people from
Iowa knew about and came to visit the c.v ••

After studying the map, we decided to go
entrance. This we did without any difficulty.
in the hot Kentucky afternoon sun.

Since the railroad tunn.l i. close ~D the entrance to thu
cave we decide to walk through it on the ••y back to the car.
Just past the tunnel and before the track intersects with another
on. we noticed a crack in the hill. Hike was the first to
investigate it and he dropped down a hole into a small room. He
yelled back that it looked worth eMploring and Bryan and I
quickly followed. We spent the neMt 45 minutes or sO pushing
leads. There were sRver~l dry formations in this crawling
passage cave. We eMpect that it connects with Sinks of the
Roundstone Cave since it is loc.t.d between two conn.cting
passages of that cave. A train went by while WR were inside .nd
we could feel the walls rumbling so ••• decided to call this cave
Rumbling Railroad Cave.

The last cave we visited on this expedition was Across the
Road Cave.. As I led the group to the entrance, sugg ••tions were
made to the effect that the na•• 'should be Across the Road and
Through the Jungle Cave. This cave offers a little bit of
everything to the hearty eMplorer.

The cave had not been visited recently as the floor was
undisturbed deep mud. I had been in this cave once b.fore ~nd
had been telling Bryan and Mike that this cave was like a maze.
They quickly agreed with this opinion shortly after we ~ntered
the ciive. The word "sponge" was also suggested. A typical room
had two or three side leads, ~ lead in the floor, and a lead in
the ceiling. I do not knoweMactly how many different levels
there are in this cave. We were c.reful to mArk the path we
chose with stone arrows so that we could find our way back out.

Our eMploration of this cave did not do it justice. There
are numerous leads w•. did not have a chance to explore. We did
locate the pit entrance .nd the roo. which .ppears to be
comprised of thin pieces of stacked breakdown. I had heard that
there is a third entrance to th. cav. but I have never seen it
and we did not find it on this trip. If I ever return to this
cave, finding the third entrance will be one of my goals.

After eMiting the cave Me decided to have one last dinner
together before returning to our respective homes.
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Wilson Caves, Floyd County
August 22, Ib87; ~ike Lace, Larry Welch, Loren Schutt, ~ike Sounk, ~i~pXelson

We began the day's work by showing ~ike S, and Loren the sinkhole
we had opened by hoisting boulders. The hole we had exposed was now
partially filled with about six inches of soil that had been washed ir..
Clearly, a method of preventing any further silting in has to be
considered. We then started digging at the nearest sinkhole (The one
with a disappearing stream during run-off). ~ike B. and Loren continued
digging while Larry, ~ike ~elson, and, moved to Wilson Cave to begin
the survey. After a bit of compass trouble we ran the survey into the
entry room where Larry was ducking to avoid a very confused bat that was
intent on landing or. his helmet. The three of us managed to run the
survey back to where a low wet crawlway leads to the right. We netted a
total of 45 meters w: th about 14 meters left to survey. We exi ted the
cave without incident except for a run-in with the same bewildered bat;
as I exited the rocky entry crawl the bat decided he wanted to go back
into the main cave and flew st~aight into my face. ! brushed him away
without injuring e!~he~ one of us.

~ike ~e!son had to Leave at that point so Larry and ! rejoined ~ike
B. and Loren to give them a tour of the sinkholes and Coon Highway Cave.
Bill Wilson had been busy :-'::!1 :.ng those sinkholes without promising
leads and after tOll:,:ng Coon ~.:g~way Cnve we visited one that had been
filled with bales of w!re. Sill had removed much of the debris in this
sinkhole and after a bit of d:gg:ng we exposed a bedrock wa11 and a
squeeze that could be pushed. Later in the day we mentioned the lead ir.
this sinkho~e a:id ~e may wait to fi~~ .:t in. Bill also offe:-ed us the
use of ~is carloe to check Ot:: t~e :,ock faces along the Cedar Rive~. We
plan on taking him up or. his offer some day. We proceeded to the far
southwest sinkhole ~ear the ~oad, ~ike B. checked out :t, collecting a
few more rock s2:np1es. Our final stop was at the sinkhole ac:,oss t.~e
road -- perhaps thp. deepest or. Bill's p:"operty. We pulled out a few
rocks at the lowest point in the sinkho~e bu~ extensive digging needs to
be done to expose bedrock.



Cartoon by veteran Floyd County caver Bill LaCourse.

meo..nl: a....
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