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Sarah Ross

4

Born in Benton County, Missiesippi nearly
eiphty yeare‘ago, éarah is the daughter of Harriet Elmore
and ¥illiem Donaldsbn, her white ovmer. Donaldson was a veiy
¢ruzl man and frequently beat Sarah's mother beoause she would
rot have sexual relations with the overseer, a colored man by
the name of Randall, S8arah relates that the slaves did not
maxry, but ware forced- in many cases against their wille to
live togothei as man and wife. It waé not until after slavery
that they learned about the holy bonds of matrimony, .and many
of them aotﬁally marriéd.

Cotton, ocorn, and rice were the ghief produdts
grown on the Donal@son plahtation. Okra also was grown, &ﬁd
from thie product coffee was made. The slaves arose with theA
aun tc bexin thelr taoke in tha fields and worked until d\iek.
They wene beaten by the overseer if they dared to rest themselves.
Yo ¥ing of nuniéhment was 00 oruel or severe to be infliocted
upon theae souls in bondage. Frequently the thighs of the male
slaves were gashed with a saw and aalt put in the wound as a means
of punishrent for some misdemeanor, The femaie slaves often had
their hair out off, especially thosc who had long besutiful hair,

If a female slave wea pregnant and had to be runished, che was



whipped about the shoulders, not 80 much in pity as for the
protection of the unborn child. Donaldson's wife commifted
sulcide bSOaﬁse of the crucity net only to the sloves but to
her us well.
| The slaves were not permitted to hold ony

sort of neeting, not even tc worship God. Thelr work conqgmed
80 much of their time thut they had 1ittle opportunity to cone
gregute. They had to wash thelr clothes on Sunday, the only day
wilch they could gall their own. On Sunday afternoon acmo of the
slaves were sent for to entertain the famlly and its guoats,

| garah rocmembers the‘coming ol the Yunkees and |
the destructioﬁ wrought by their appearance. The soldicrs stripped
the plantation owers of thelr meats, vegetables, poultry and the
liks, Vany plontotion owners tcok thsir ovm llvee in desperation,
Donuideon kept hia siaves several montha after liberution and
defled them to mermtion freedom to him. When he did mive'them free=-
dem, they Lozt no time 1n'1eaving hia plantatilon which held for
them only unpl:asant memories. Sarah came to Florida thlrty-five
years ago, She has been married twice, and 1s the mother of ten

children, eight of whom are living.
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