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Pedagogy

Hearing Eighteenth-Century Occasional Poetry by and about Women:
Swift and Barbauld

By Elizabeth Kraft, The University of Georgia

To read ethically, we must resist the impulse to impose our own values on the literature of the past (or even the present).
Such an approach to reading, never easy, can be more complicated than usual when attempted in the service of occasional
poetry—poetry written to a specific occurrence, often to a specific person or audience—and ethical reading can be further
challenged when gender roles come into play. In tribute to the “occasion” of being asked to write an essay for Aphra Behn
Online (i.e, the publication of British Women Poets of the Long Eighteenth Century, edited by Paula Backscheider and Catherine
Ingrassia), | will discuss two eighteenth-century occasional poems in which a speaker of one gender addresses a friend of the
other gender: Swift's 1719 birthday poem to Stella and Anna Letitia Barbauld’s “The Mouse’s Petition” written to her friend
Joseph Priestley.

In this essay, | will suggest that our reading of each poem depends upon our “hearing” the poem as it must have
“sounded” in its original context. | will further argue that the best way to do that is to read the poem aloud or to perform it, not in
our own voice, but in the voice of the text's speaker. Defining my approach is insight offered by Backscheider in an earlier work,
Eighteenth-Century Women Poets and their Poetry. She notes that “[rleading aloud was a major social and domestic activity” in
the long eighteenth century (12). Many of the poems that found their way into print “were short and topical and delivered a

familiar expenence or emotion in 5|m le language” 12 To achieve an ethical performance of any poem is to try to recapture
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“Supporting Women Scholars: How to get Things Done in Hard Times” by
Mona Narain

During the Women's Caucus hincheon at the 2011 ASECS spring meeting in
Vancouver. several caucus participants exchanged anecdotes about how the
recession shaped their professional trajectory in significant ways and traded advice

on ways to cope with challenges. Continue reading —

“Intersectionality of Race, Gender, and Class in the “Hard Times: Women
Scholars and the Dynamics of Economic Recession”” by Christine Clark-
Evans
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