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Photo: iiIike BOLll1kin Cold ','Iel.ter Cave taken by Steve Moon.
1
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"Tith Gary Engh
Brian i.lanaging

Chair~an ~'ike 30unk,
a treasurers re?ort was

to order at 7:35 pm by
~inutes ~ere read, but

~he meeting was called
~ith 7 ~embers p~esent. i10
3iven and approved.
C~_J nU3EI::'3S: Det.<:lils concerning the u[:coming spring picnic were revie~V'ed.
~11 t~e grotto ropes and vertical hardware will be present, and Rudy Pruszko
:\yill bring e~uipment to sell from his store. r,tike bounk and Lowell Burk-
head ~ill also take orders for various cave gear. ~ :!etsuit is probably not
needed, but caving and ca~ping gear will be a plus.

Larry Welch gave a report on the Jesse Ja~es rnap?ing project. The map
is finished and the grotto library has a copy if you would like to have a
~erox made. Smaller copies of the map will be available soon.

:like Bounk reported on the linbility concerns of Decorah Ice Cave. He
<1nd Steve l'[oon r.1ade an official inspection of the cave for the Decorah Parks
Dept. "Spelunking!l in the CAve wi 11 be by permit only; spelun:-:ing :Je,~:1ing
cli~bing, chimneying, etc. Routine visits will still be allowed as before.
Contact Steve :Jyatt of t~e Decorah Parks Dept. for permits.

Chairman Bounk also suggested a new eoersency phone procedure for life
or death situations only. The caller ~ill let the rhone ring 12-15 tim~
~a"3 up, then dial again. The second and subsequent calls ~ill be allowed
to ring just 3 times hefore hanging up and redialing •. Three s~mbolizes a
iistress si3na1, ~nd hopefully this sort of call will not be ignored.
?13~J BUSINESS: none

TRIP ]'S~O"'TS: Larry '!elch reported on a trip he and :iike Nelson took to
Jesse James Cave to wrap up the s~rvey work. ~iike Lnce reported on a trip
to Dell Cave with Stacey Cyphert on ~~y 14. They also visited another cave
in the same hillside containing a very tinht S-turn. They also visited Wordents
Cave and did some ridge~alking on the far~.

:~i!ce .Lace detailed another trip ....Tith Stacey on :'Iay 16 in Cold~'Tater Cave.
They dug some more at a dig from the previous ~onth near the mouth of Pete's
]ipc. trike Bounk reported on trekking to the first downstream breakdown
with ~oug Sch~uecker and his friend Mike. Lary ~elch detailed a survey trip
"ith Gary Engh, and Bryan Bain to a passage called The Brother's Grimm. ~_
bout 200 feet was surveyed to ti large dome.

~ike Lace reported on a trip to Floyd County with Stacey Cyphert, ~!ike
Nelson, and ~aron Nelson. A couple of sinkholes were dug, one of which open-
ed up to a small alclove. They also opened up the entrance to Wilson Cave
and looked the cave over.

Hike Bounk reported on a trip the Sunday after Coldwater
and Brian Bain. They tried to push into St. Olaf Spring with
to force his ~ay in through a culvert before reaching a sump.
FUrURS T"'I~S: A trip to April Cave was planned for June 27 to extend the
survey; I'like Bounk is in charge. The meeting ~t,as adjourned ,:'I.t 8:52, and :~ike
Bounk showed some of his cave slides.

June 24, 1987

The meeting "as called to order at 7:38 pm by Chairman Mike Bounk.
Thirteen members 1'lere present. II."y meeting minutes ~lere read tind ap;:roved
followed by a treasurer's report.
OLD BUSINSSS: Brief mention was made of the upcoming Rodag Hunt. The guide
book will be written soon, so descriptions of Iowa Ccves to be included should
be completed and moiled pro~ptly. Ne,-,members Harren Netherton and Kris Li-
cursi were introduced.
NE~,'BUSINE.s,:.;.:',G.ret~.;f:Cartyoutlined a letter he recei'red fron " NSS conser-"~\", ,{,I,•
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v~tion organization. They 110uld like us to inform then of any recent cave
conservation activities the ~rotto has acconplished. This duty fell to the
chairman by default.
T~I7 1:?CRTS: Larry Yeleh reported on Floyd County activity that resulted
in visual connection between 2 Days Digging and Coon liighway Caves. ~o
physical connection ~.Tas made, but removal of a rock arch ~/Till allo ..., this.
~ttempts to voice-connect Jesse James and :11180n Caves were unsuccessful.
J.!ikeLace reported on a second Floyd' County trip '"hich sm, excavation on the
T,.;oDays Digging Drain to allm, further penetration. Lm<ell Burkhead and
associates managed to move t'N'O massive boulders from'a craw1';.ray"at the
bottom of a sinkhole. The resultant crawlway was constricted after a body
length, but very breezy. Other CBvers taking part included: Bob !Iahlstrom,
:!ike Helson, Aaron Nelson, Delores Nelson, Stacey Cyphert, and Greg l'cCarty.

It was party month at Coldwater and a number of tourist trips were t~e
order of the day. One notable exception was a scuba push of the upstream
sump by l'likeNelson and Larry Laine of l1innesota. :-likeSounk gave a brief
history of activity in this area followed by a synopsis of I'likeand Larry's
tirp. Nearly ~ mile of virgin cave was discovered, much of it walking pas-
sage. The possibility of 10>Tering or bypassing the Spong Siphon was also
discussed. .

Greg HcCarty mentioned some work he and Deb did near' the Volga River.
Several small caves were located, the largest of which was 35 feet long.
FUTURE TRIPS: The meeting time for the upcoming April Cave trip >Tas discussed.
A trip to Decorah Ice Cave to remove grafitti is also in the works.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:55.

TRIP REPORTS:

Hay 2, 1987; CAVE CREEK
~Hnneshiek County: Hike Nelson, Delores Nelson, Aaron ,lelson

On our way to HighlandVille to seek permission to document the
caves of Cave Creek, we stepped by the ho;ue of John llatter, owner of
Wonder Cave, an ex-commercial cave. I VIascurious to see if ~e might
be 01,ento a Visit by qualified cavers. He was obViously uneasy about
it, his ex~erience in owning this cave seemed to mirror the View his
insurance cOGrr-anyheld towards it, an "attractive nuisance". John's
reluctance seems fairly evenly balanced by his pride in the cave, tho,
and he is considering the Visit. I mentioned the Wisconsin Speleolog-
ical Society's Hodag Hunt being held in this area, and he was not
averse to The idea of making Wonder Cave available for it. This
would proVide an exciting opportunity for this event that the Iowa
Grotto ';iilLbe co-hosting this year. He did otate that a recon
mission should be taken first to determ'.nethe suitabili ty of the
cave ~~d its fixtures for any future Visit. "e'll be staying in touch.
John also expressed a desire to see Coldwater Cave, so I told him
about our regular get-together on the 3rd weekend of each month, and
inVited him to get ahold of me prior to one of theoe so that a
wetsuit could be lined up.

Proceeding to Hic~landVille, we scouted arovnd a bit and ended up
at the i'arm of Vlilbur Stoen, beneath who's property the largest of
the Cave Creek caves was located. Wilbur seemed quite pleased about
haVing these caves documented and gave me a little background on them.
Historically, they are known as the Brunsvold Caves', after a family
that lived near them. They have proVided much enjoJ~ent for the Girlf .
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Scout Ca'TI:;J located nearby, 8l1d t!:e big one ',';aG.oncerJictured in their
o';'Ii~ial calenciar.' Tho that one WaGthe only one on his land, he
assured UG that there would be no problem ~ith inspecting the reGt ofthem.

The long one WaGa re2.1 pleaGant GUrI,rize, and I have no doubt
that'it v;il.L Gurvey out between five and six hundred feet, placing it
in with the average length of Iowa'G caves. Tho vandalism of speleo-
thems waG apparent, it waG ob,~oUGly far enough in the past that
some regeneration was noticable. Only the largest specimens were ~
invol ved. The more delicate features, roof areaG full of helecti tes,
l'imstone damG, ceiling pockets With popcorn formations, columns,
Occasional ribbons, had been spared. There were massive deposits of
flowstone 0" the floors, eSI,ecially considering the shaL.ow depth of
the ,'ave in the bedrock. I peGetrated this one to the point where
cOcl1,reGsinE an6 squeezj.ng (or a Ii ttle digging) would be needed to
continue, but continue it iil0.

T:,e '-'ave r:ext to thic one, 8l1d the only otter one on this side of
t!:e val.cey, waG equall;y surprizing. It went in around 50' before the
pas Gage became filled with a good deal of water and the roof started
to droi~. Just .my kind of cave, I'll be prepared for it on a future
trip. One ai' the C2.ves on the other side of the valley has a similar
I'2.GGage. The rest of them on that side consist mainly of large deep
shel ters that 112,veOCcaGicnal passages.

Thi s stould be a fun project and we hope to get started on it
next weckena, tho it will mOGt likely take several weekends to complete.

Nay 16, 1987; COLDr-lATERCAVE
~inneshiek County: Larry Welch, Brian Bain, Gary Engh

Option B
The first thing I did at the shack ~as to check the stream 1eve1--

9.5 inches (7.70 at the platform), The sky was clear \1ith no rain in :ight.
Gary Engh showed up this month and it was Bryan's last trip before movlng to
:Iest Virginia. This could only mean one thing: upstream Wanda's ~alk (Mud
Canyon) to the waterfall.

Noble intentions, but a good idea? No one else was up for the trip,
and of the three of us only Bryan seemed 100% sure of being ready for the
trip. Personally, I was tired from finals week events, but was willing to
zive it a go.

He 'ivere in the Cave at 12: 15 and headed do~V'nstream. A stop at Guard-
ian Fangs provided a chance to pow-~ow and Gary and I both decided we weren't
up for the Waterfall trip. Bryan took the news we11,and we discu:sed wh~t
to do. It seemed a shame to waste a reasonably strong party on slghtseelng.
houever, none of us had brought a tro";'Iel or any other digging implement.
This is no doubt a great testimonial for the ?romise of the Waterfall lead.

Pushing any non-rer:tote leads N'ithout a trOi'Tel seemed out of the '1uestion.
"Ie did have a full survey kit, so decided to use it. A likely c.snidate 'Nas the
passaoe just uDstream of Twin Domes. In February Norb Ko and the ~~isconsin 30Ys
had s;a1ed a d~me at the end of the passage and surveyed an upper lead. The
main passage had not been surveyed, so ~e set to work on it. According to
Gary, the passage had been named The Brothers Grimm on a previous trip by
G',enne Hayes, John Xoses, and Barry Schumann.

I took lead tnpe and corn?~ss b~ck sightin; position, Bryan read c08pass,
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and Gary kept book. The first 100 feet w~s a relatively co~fortable crawl
except for a couple of natural brid1e arches one has to squeeze throush.
The ceiling drops dOY,1n, but then opens tc a fault -:;hcre one can st<'l..nd a:7lid
the breakdown. The crawlway continues [rt a semi-circle and once one slides
t~raugh 12 feet of chin-chilling sleazeway the first dome is re~ched.

The ,ass age continues on the otller side of the dome, but we were ~rct-
ty cold so decided to tie off the survey on a chert knob in the dome. The
dome ceiling varied from 45-60 feet by my best esti~ate. The survey foot-
.:l2e .for the day i".::l5 some~.,here around 200 feet, so option B turned out to
be ~ore productive than option A probably would have been.

;'!ay 16, 1987; COLD'IATER CAVE
~.?inneshiek County: Hike N~n, Bill Nelson, Aaron Nelson, Chris I'~elson

3ill and I got in the cave about 12: 30 rm. 1.;icre2.dingt,'JestreeJ]]
level t2.pe, we embarked on what was intended to be a savage attack on
t~e Scandawhovian Sump. The Spong S~Thon, tho, was i~passable. This
turned out to be just another trip to pick up bugs and water samples
for a project of Betty Vllieeler'sthat I had volunteered the leg work
for. ~e did crawl up so Bill could gawk at the Obstructicn. We back
tracked to the platform by 4:40pm, and Bill climbed up to h~lp his son
ChriG, and mine, Aaron, prepare for a short trip.

Once they were all back in, we carried the boys upstre8Jllpast the
r laces v.erethe water was too deep for them to walk. These were sur-
~'rizingly few, however, as they could utilize some of the mua banks
that 2.reiQpossible for us'adults. In this manner we got them clear to
the Jumping Off Point and back. We climbed and crawled into Shower
DOIJe to add a little variety to this, Chris' first cave trip. I'm sure
the main stream added a little variety to Aaron's trip, as most of his
ca\~ne had previously been.in the small, close fitting cave. ~e got
out about 7: OOpm. ,.

Stacy Cy-Hike Lace,

in Gouldsberg Park and

~lelsonJ

cave::ay 16 & 17, 1987; WILSON CAVE., !lUTTON'S CA.V:>, a
lead checking

Nike Nelson, Delores Nelson, Aaron
phert

Floyd County:
and
Fayette Co.

We got the weekend off on the right foot by meeting Stacy and
I,:ikeover at Pill 7iilson's for a digging session. Viepoked around in
one steep sided sink enough to see bedroc~, but nothing in the way of
a lead. The next one we hit had plenty of exposed bedrock and several
directi ons from wtich to approach it, none of which ranned out. The
third sink proved worthy of a full frontal att&ck when the crowbar
that Stacy was wielding virtually disappeared into its depths with a
minim'.lInof effort. Wit11considerably more effort we had hammered and
scooped our way into 6' of passage that had a small room at its end.
There was an &~i~al run to the right, in this room, and a crevice to
the left. This left hroldlead is probably going to get dug into one
of these days. With the rooms length at 5', tho, this find came up
short, by 4', of Iowa's 15' requirement to be a legitimate cave.

P£ter all this time spent dinking around in its boulder choked
entrance, we figured it was finally time to have a look at Wilson
Cave. Pushing thru the pile into the actual entrance, I had to remove
a slug of rocks to get into the cave proper. A short belly crawl put
us into walking passage, which most of this cave's 150' consisted of.
Its characteristics and general trend make it ap;ear to be an exten-
tion of the right he~d passage of Jessy James Cave. ~ilson Cave even
ended similarly, with a large mud filled room c.nda near peryendict-
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;.'lar,srualler passage brwching off to the rig'-,t.Thi s s,;;9~1er pass-
2,76, har/ever, was much larger than its cOlJ.nter-~5..rt in JJC. It was
cl':?wlablefor about 40', and ended v,ith a high :nud<.cedin anioal nm
wd a 101"1enticing crevice that seemed to open up beyond reach.

Leaving Floyd County and MIke and Stacy behind, we set out on
an errwd B-'1dto do scme lead checking in Fayette COlmty. The errwd
waS to contact the owner of Falling Spring to find out if the newly
posted "NO EUFTIlJG, lifO TF.3SPASSING" signs included us. He said that
the Si~lS had been placed by the individual to whom he had given ex-
clusive hunting und trapping pri-nleges, &~d that he could not fore-
see wything that would bar use of this area bv the Iowa Grotto. We
are still not only welcome, out encouraged to continue our work here.
I gave him a copy the the trip report from when Bryan Eain wd I made
the Visual connection between Falling Spring and Wagon ~neel Cave. He
seemed quite pleased by this developement, and pointed out to me that
there are several '-G.r[esin1:8up the dra\'1from Wagon Wh eel, reminding
me that the condition of these are subject to change without notice.
I believe I'll look into them the next time I am in the area. This
trip thru I just took the time to admire the spring itself wd pine
for someone to back me up for 2 trip into the connection are2 to do
a little h8.illmeringB-'1@ try for the much coveted door to door push.
It WaS getting late, tho, so we retired tc our f~vcrite C8~P in this
J:lG~~-: of tte woodn, Dutton' G Cave County :Park.

:::L1ndaymorning I climbed into a ceilinv crevice in the entr2JlCe
tc Dut,on' s to photograph the series of riD:stcne d2ms that deGcend
s-;:eepl:-from out of si2"ht around 2 curve c,tits top to the bre2;:c10I':n
s:Ccb wedged at its base. Then, ,.;epm.sued the le2.c1I r..2dgotten on 2
ca-"e in t.l:eGouldsber[ area. 'I'al}::,n[tc Gome folks, I learned tC2t
Gonldsberl' v:?s simnlv the na::d2 of t ..," ;-2.r1ehere wd that t'lere r.ever- .•. •.. ~w~"a tO~TI there. The area around tte cemetery h2d onoe been knpvm aG
S::io~eTO~:n.1, t!'"~o.~hey said th?..t t:le:r l:ad ~1e2.rd of cave in the steep
vlooded ':moll between the cemetery and tte park, 8.illongthe ced2rs.
Aaron and I combed the most obscure parts of thiG hillside before
findin[; the cave cn the only obvioUG open path Viehad COffieacross. It
.:iasa l1a.st~-little oreVice cave 2bout 15' deep. The rock seemed to be
leaning a'\':a~ifrom tl~e speleoEens in every direction, \';i th large cntm::s
of limestone hanging way outJtheir slotsin t~e bedding pla1e everwhere.
There Vias e.column of limestone in the center tilted 2-;:an a.iifulangle
witl: piecec cticking out of it also. It looked as tho &1Y careless
kick mie:.hthave brought the whole place dOl'm arolmd your ears. It bad
eVide;1tl~'been used for some time, wd I felt that our efforts to hide
the entrance were in v2in even as we were oovering it up. I left a
message for the cOlmty conservation offi.oer v:horesided in the park
th2t further work to close this cave ruight be advis2ble, and bope
that I never hear any tragic reports from this vlace in the future.

I had hoped to follow up a lead in ~inneGhiek County also this
Vleekend, but my contact f2iled to get off work. This intriguing story
of "t!1ehole" on the farm 10c2ted on what V/2S once her grandfather's
property must wait for another day to be verified. It is purported to
have taken garbage and occasional pigs and COVISfor years, and its
depth was great but u~:~O~TIZ

,
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.J.Y 16 1987; CCT.)',:,;\'!,:;;' C_'4V-: 3chnuecker
-iinneshiek County: ~:ich2.el Bounk, DouS ., ::ike

Brian 3ain, Mike Nelson
7~iday evening I rode up to Cold~ater with Gary Engh in his new 4~lD

~ickup truck uith top:-er. !le ;'lere pleas2.nt1:.r sur")rised to find ?ete D2-
Viues there with his entire family in a Dotar hone.

Cn Saturrlay, Doug, a friend of his Mike, and I decided t~ take a lea-
3\!rly trip dOTlnstren~. This was for three reasons. First, since Doug is
con~idering diving in downstream Cold~ater, this would a~uaint him ~1ith
the passage through which equipment woul~ have to be tra~sported. Second,
it hnd been a 'I.,hile since I had been beyotro the Hellpipe Passage ~nd thus
it ~ould refamiliarize me with this part of the cave. Third was to show
~!ike part of the C3ve. ~e entered the cave at ~bout 11 am and leasurly
headed downstream, giving Doug and :'fike plenty of time to sight see. 'Ie
~lere expecting to be overtaken at any moment by Gary Engh ~nd a 3rouP head-
in; for C~scade Fas8age •

.:\t the Honuoent (do'\'lnstream) Passage, ~'le stopped to rest, e2.t -and in
~y case refuel. Mike and Doug were both using electric headlamps, while
I ~as using an Autolite with a 6v supplemental electrical lamp. I relaxed
'.-,hile they touristed in the Nonument Passage.

,}hen they returned, "'e headed do'"nstream again. Cle stopped to rest
at the downstream end of the first breakdown area downstream of the Wellpipe
Passage. .\t this point Hike was somewhat tired and since he had to be at
li',ork 7 am the next morning, w'e decided to exit the cave. ~';e turned around
and slowly headed out while I took pictures. ~hen we were starting this
trip I had told them that "Iewould go dmmstream only as far as everyone
wanted .'

When we reached the mouth of the first passage downstream of the Well-
pipe Passage we met Cary, Erian and his group. They had decided to sur-
vey in this passage rather than going up Cascade.

We finally exited at about 4:00 pm.

Hay 17, 1987; Lead checking
Clinneshiek County Michael Bounk, Cary Engh, !like Nelson, Aaron Nelson,
Clayton County Bill Nelson, Chris Nelson, Larry \lelch, Steve lioon,

Lowell Burkhead, Brian Bain.
At mid-morning we left the Coldwater Cave shed for Cafe Deluxe in

Decorah. Brian stayed behind at the shed in case anyone wanted to see
Coldwater Cave on Sunday morning. We planned to meet him later at St.
Olaf.

Lowell wanted to check Fateon Spring near Bluffton, so after break-
fast we tried to head there and got lost. By the time we found it, it was
time for Cary and I to go to St. Olaf. ',Ieexplained the situation to Lm,ell
and left.

We arrived at St. Olaf about 30 seconds before Brian. We met about
300 feet east of town on the county pavement. At this point, there is a
stream of water flowing from a 2' X 2' box culvert. I attempted to get in
without a wetsuit. The water was about 4 inches deep and rushed out at a
high rate of speed. In four attempts, I managed only to get cold and wet.

,
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3rian then ~ut on a ~etsuit and tried. :le finally exited the culvert on the
upstream end into a cave .?assage big enough to sit IIp in. The passage at
this point turns ri:ht and sunes. After he exited, we changed clothes and
~e<lded home.

:ray 30 ':: 31; I o ';'T a
by Liiehael Bounk.

Grotto Sorino Picnic and INDIAN BLUFF CAVE
Steve i.io~n, Gary Engh, DouS :.ri:u;te:ker-,-i-!~nelson, Larry
cJelch, ,.1ikeLace, Beth Patel, Loren Schutt, Lm<ell 3urk-
head, Aaron Nelson, Delores ~!elson, audy ?ruszko, Greg l~-
Carty, Jeb :'[cCarty, florma :':il~r-Bounl':., Ben Ziler, Joseph
Bounk, ~!ichael Bounk and others.

(

~rorrna,3en, Joseph (8 ?eeks old) and I arrived ~t ?icture Rocks ?ark
at ~bout 9 a~. Steve and Gary were already there ~nd were practicing ver-
tic?I technicues on ~ rope ,.Thich Steve had rigged. ~:ike (Lace), 1.2rry, "lnci
3eth, and I-~ikc (~elson) arrived within a few ninutes. ~le loaded c? vertical
e~'lip~ent into Mil~e i1elson's ve)licle and l1eadctl up to the rappel -si~e. The
t':lO i:il(es, Beth, c.nd Larry carried some odds and ends of eq~lipmet1n ';.7hileI
asc~nded up Steve's new rope. I rigged my BluewaterIII on the nortll edge
or t:-te sesoent of bluff ,;-,here,;-re ""ere practicing. I then descended 3teve's
rope with the end of a rope while Gary held it. He oeasured this dTOP as
bein: t)7!5. feet. I then explained descending and ascend ins using single rope
techniques to a number of people who then tried it. The practice went well.

luring the latter part of this practice Steve Eeon and I taught Jen
(~ ye~rs old) how to ra9?el. He enjoys it.

Cn Sunday, :.!ike, Ben and I ~,.Tentinto Indian Bluff Cave. \1e proceeded
to Gietkowskif s Grotto. ?:ike quickly checked the p~ssage beyond this roo:71
Bnd then we picked up some litter before exiting. Ben Bnd Mike beth enjoy-
ed this cave.

June 6, 1987; WILSON CAVES
Floyd County: liike Lace, Larry Welch, Lowell 3urkhead, Beth Patel, ~ike ~relson,

Aaron Nelson.

Beth, Larry and I managed to squeeze into Two Daya ~i3ging C2ve ~hile
!':ike, Aaron, and Lowell headed to Hemp Hole to do a little diZ3ing. ~e
were inpressed by the size and decoration of the main passage. The general
sh~pe of the passageways is very different fran those in the ot!ler caves O~
the ~Ji1son pro?erty. The main trunk is a narrrm'T (2',:"~' :: lO'"lj') cr.~vise
that runs roughly Nll from the entr::nce ilnd ends in a~J~m~ll ~6;gcontJ.inin;~
n lOH ~'7etcra".,lway that continues past an S-turnj this cra1'Tluay c.::nbe ~uGh-
ed by removing mud and loose rock from the floor. 3vidently, a fair 2nount
of water drains through the end of the n~in ~assnge since t~e c~ve floor
and base of the walls were free of mud in most places (perh~?s due to the
scouring effect of dr~inage). Since the floor is lower than any of t~e other
caves, it may ~Jell be a drain to a larger underlying system in this field.
Very little ~ater was found flowing in the cave due to a recent dry spell but
previous reports claim that the end crcwlway of the mcin passage has ~een
nearly sumped.

~ pushable low side passage was found off of the walking passage that
runs under the entry craHl but it ":'13..5 not pushed. A lar3e left hand side :Jas-
sage appears to dr.:.in':'1aterinto the main trunk. :1e follo~.,ed this passage
past an 18 foot dome and a 5 foot hieh roo~ to a sm~ll end room cont~ining
a narrow crevice that blew a steady stream or air. ~s soon as ~e saw the crevi
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it reminded us of a si~iler side leRd in Coon Hi~hway Cave. Larry and 3eth
t~en exited Two Days Digging and entered Coon Highway to attempt a voice
connection. I squeezed sideways into the crevice to ~here it makes a sharp
S-turn and placed my headlamp an arms length ahead of me. I could hear a
~istant flurry of thuds so I began yelling, thinking that it must be the o-
thers trying to make contact, but it was just Larry entering Coon Highway
some 80 feet do,;"n the main passage. Larry, Lm.yell, and Beth f111311y reached
the crevice and could see my light shining through the connection. It al-
so sounded as if they were right around the corner. By removing a small
bridge of rock from the Two Days Digging side, one could physically connect
the two caves,making it a 450 foot plus system.

He continued to Wilson and Jesse James Caves to try a voice connection
between the two. ~Ie met Mike and Aaron at Hemp Hole where they had been
digging. Mike had rolled a couple of rocks into the upper left and right
hand leads and both produced a loud booming echo when they hit bottom.
The upper right lecd was pushed a body length but more digging needs to be
done. Larry and Beth entered Wilson Cave while Mike, Aaron end I entered
Jesse James Cave. The voice connection, however, was unsuccessful.

June 13, 1987;

Floyd County:

lHLSON CAVES, TlIO DAYS DIGGING CAVE, COON !IIGH'iAYCAVE,
ESSE JANES CAVE

Hike Nelson, Lowell Burkhead, Greg McCarty, Bob Wahlstrom,
Dave Wahlstrom, Delores Nelson, Aaron Nelson, Hike Lace Sta-
cey Cyphert .

--'- ---

l.~,: tLE. ~er~;s'l:el li"Gt- 2.L)QVe ind~.a2t es, t(~ere ~'.'8.S2. [OOer turnout
_-Cl'~ -~'.';:;C .,.•.•.•• ,. D--~."".J.. •.••-&- "":'; 1" 1 C"' t'~,'r- ".ree'-C'-('1 1'1"",' C•..• \'~<:)C' a C'l' ~ l"l ~ ("""::\-l-- t., ..~. :~:.....!.. ••.• ~.,,;;J!'" ~_v ~ __ ..l.. '"' •••••.• 0.-,., .:•.. .:., ,,_ •._ J. .••. le .••.l .l t:-..> ! c. v..!.. ..•..Lt •.-

:--C.1..8 t'_~..:,~ bL:.G u(:E':"~obseT'vsC: to ezucle COI,iOUG qU811ti tiGG af air. It
c:. •. ~ C2.J 86 to 1.C0i:".f:SG ;.f!Il€' Gr'1(l~_l, [aine: liaD:::iaee, but t~'lere were thece
-c\':C) ~'}'ce2.o.t biC ~'c'::~~~"t}lE.t ~"1C'~11c1nI t let one Get a E:~ood["2..uder :J.c it
to SE-E: jl1.ct \':~l2.t~'-~(:. ci GO. Aside from hijacking one of t1:c 'ou"LloozeY'[:
t~~t 806m to ~~:(,:'~:.~t 3illfG from time to time, we WE}'e at 2 ~it o~.
a lOf;s to 00 2;a=',:-t~::.~:..n;I_:2.ocut .said roclrG. Tl~en T..,ov,'ell ;;.2.(ie a tri~ tc
t}~is a:I'ea t}~2:t is c"c-:t12"lJ.y rather remote 1'01' moot 10VI[1c..;2.verr;, 12Gt
weekenci. T:'lj.G \7ee~:end he brOE(ht his heavy duty tCJ~...fi, 2. 1. ton enE.in
fall., c:.:c~j.llG~ 2J.:.6 Guch, 8nd with no little effort ','.'8 :~E:-;ovedsaid
TOC,':::>. ,'Ie ';;e1'e 2, ,-itt.le too hot to jt,mp rizht into t~1e diCoctn~'at
t~.liG ~o~,-j.:t ()~'}t::e record hish da~Tt:::e,t vIe y;ere €)"-~-6!'iGl1C':;_l1g:so v:e 1'8-
tiref. 'i:;c ":~~':E:G2"':'i.ctucry of tJ-:.e caves to cool oi::'.

DoL:, '::".(', ;:2..( '~roouced ':~he Gket(:~ ".2:1~ ai' t..T€r.;-~-.!8.Tl1EG (~ave fOT t.:1e
'74 cc!-,::venti()1.i l:r~'.!.d''oco~\,hEd already t2.}reL .~-liu f:ny.: J2.-"6, c-:.nd !!.!:,- :Jon
A.9,Y'Ol~::.!.~.:t~~2tr.2.ve to relive GO?rle 010 "t-:.!:Jcc:. ror,' v;e 2.2.~. ~1ep.dE6
.:t'OT T':.~G:~;;:,:~rJi.~- C8.ye. Tl1allk[; to 8..•...i t'cle (;.1".; OTt elY ~:i~:e~E:<:e, L2.rry
ITel~h?n{ Je~:1 ='~~el, vho rE~oved 2 conple Dore inche~ of illu6 in e
c:Y-i tice.l s~ (-~c ;:::: ":;~~eirijlay ant last r;8e~:,! ',""';8.CaiJle to get 2.11 c~lci
cet a .:;..0(':: ":..:;-'c:~i;,;., the only mov,'n C2.,ve en th ece [Tonnc1 G that I had
yet to ~E.f:. SO"Gemembers of OUT re.rty who opted not to acceyt the fCT-
mibaole etc-,Ilene'eoof the entrance to TD:D cave went into Coon Hil'la:'
to the connection area to holler thru at us. So stacY nqueezed do~~
the Gqueeze a:c:dres,cbed around the curve aG fe.ras ne could with my
camera held at armn length, while 30b in CEe, directed him in aiming
it. Ho~efL11Iy ~e got a photographic connection, bnt mUGt wait to get
the fild developed to Gee.
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~'11e::ost fun 1,78 :::'2.0. in T]J1) C8.ve ',72.f: ":::' '-:~l.nt~d5~sr2,r:~gin£" remaTl:s
2.bont ;.~.~~E:I?ce r.r~:ile he \~v2_f>in 2. 3n.n[ st2"e2~1 level .ie~.0.. _4.fter he
tC}_c': 1.';:-. ~::-~:['t~,!~'c-.T2"'el of lau["':-:s.1.?e pe:l.-e, it il.!Sr'~:..red us to J:"ele2.C:8 2.
1_<-~r}'2.c:'e c? :~'l.l~'iC:J:. ~_~e Giro:: r:e11 -':YJo"\',"n j ol:eG on l1i::i. Ac l:e ',72..0 12t,<~(~-
i2.1::' 2~Y"e:;.ci:7, j.t '::~'_::.:J.'t h2.Y'O -Co '~::ee:'\ ~~i~1'Jgoing. ~;le Got the i-~TeE.test
G~"'.':cj.~-;:':~',ctiG!J.cut of t~1iG, l:no.;t~!..n[tn2.t he didn't have t'::e room to
:;c,lc1. on to }:is Dides:, .even if' },:e V1211tedto.

This cave in somewhat different than t~e othere on the Dr0gerty,
in th2.t it is cOr.Jposedof te.ll crevaee3T paseage. There is one room
viith a f2.irl~' 12.rge flat level ceiling that may !lone a hazard to trac- ;
tors p2Gsiuc over it. Thie is the next cave in line to be surveyed,
['.ne' ,::1, e)} that is done, we can mark this area out 011the ourface for
""il i. -;;0 be 2.,"i2:re07~. TDDCave poscen"ed a few R"[,oradic nice unvand2.1-ised G~~G of r.releotheDG.

!'0 l~~e to toot Delores' 211dARran's horn for them, for t~eir
[":"~'c':'c:::ce ".ll this tough ltttle cave. The slot entr2.nce froi"] t'~e
:~:~.':l>:~'C::. E ('nnl6 8('::-'''8 off mCGt fol::~. ~11e 25' of eveT tighteninr- bell-I,""

ro"': ..•....." .. ~ ';.~_ ...,~;-i""l';~:-Q.",':")t"e_l"il~e "'O+;I~f~'- tn 'r.,p.("/'oti~~e nOi"";"':: ",t~ed 0;-'1..1..~ '~<-e'... -. "-, - '-"_~._- •• '- •...•;-~_•.. -- ....•• -.••••. _'-'_l •.J \". _._,; l , ~, ~._\.. o,e. l. v c;;. .', "

.,,')"r-. --'.C ~.iJ2:'11:'t. 2.(,1 (lrop :-"r0~~ t1'e 0e2.l:.~ c:,r~',;,l '''?~ 110 I'iecG 0:-:' (;2.::e.
T_;_ ,.. ;- -.- :..,..;.~':~;. ~_!. - e:'1C" ..~'h ~rCT -t:-'C'SG c:'" t~G ':.+~01(: L'8011 €:::-c:::e0 to .Jl~~:e8e
,', , ,-,., ,-,.':'(,.•,~+ l (7:.:' -'(YPC ~'''''''::'';:'111 i.- +".., 1.; t~-.e"';~:--':\0 GC'C'(~ .\.:O,....~- ,.(",1.' triO.

"~_ ,',. _' •••• :'_ •••• _\." '.:_ •• 1 .'.,' ~ • __ "', ".~... -;- •• , "•.•

Cooled {)~~'f. ','Ie. [[at '02.ct~ over to t!-:e ciir to i.'i:c:d t;'l2t Grec ::cCp.rty
h.:-.c"i 0J10r.:"1 U1A

,. :~'.id t::':8,t t11e esc?~vatinK t.-"1:?G \7ell 1).l,der W2.Y'. A E-.re2t neal
of 0ob'ijle fillEd nno Vias removed, but t':1e r9.Srlc:::':'e •...:2.[1 very GT:le.ll. HOYJ-
(.'\ver T,c~.,ell r.~3 2JJ.other nlan in the of1."'in,~••• (to .oe CCl1tinllec:, sOrJe-(~:"'.Yl) .'-' -"-~ ' - .... ....
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June 2(., 19~7j CnLD~'::.T3Rc_'.v?
'iinneshiek County: :;ike Nelson, Larry Lnne (in:12:07pm!out:6.:20am)
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I had been aching to get back and free dive past the Scandawho-
vian Sumps since the day I had first laid eyes on what had appeared
to be such big passage beyond it. I got to party weekend, though, with
the realization that I would probably take my wife, Delores, for a
tour upstream and just pick up water samples and bugs again. The rest
of the original team members who had supported and made that first
penetration possible would not be coming. Dave and Sue Ecklund were
participating in the restoration at Carlsbad Caverns and my brother
nill had to work. You could not imagine the elation I experienced when
almost first thing upon arriving, lake Bounk, our Iowa Gotto's prea- ,
ident and one of the C~C project coordinators, approached me with the
most unexpected news. Larry Laine, of the MSS and Tyson's Spring diy~ng
fame, was here and wanted to speak to me about a trip up that way.

I told Larry of how I had recently acquired my own cave worthy
dive gear and had developed proficiency with it in open water, that I
had atudied the NSS Cave Diving Handbook in depth, and of my exper-
ience free diving sumps. If that was enough for him to trust in my
abilities, then I was certainly ready to trust in hia. After a terse
conversation on what was required for the dive and what could be ex-
pected of the trip, Larry demonstrated his set up for the geaT and
its transport. We then patiently readied our equipment as the rest of
the excellent turnout at this year's open house at CWC filed through
the bottleneck in the shaft room.

The laat few cavers were lingering at the shaft, waiting their
turn to enter, as we hauled in our gear and ourselves. Shortly they
were in and we set to work. Larry's arrangement for transport dropped
nicely down the 94' shaft, on the rescue rope, and in no time at all
we were headed purposefully upstream. The stream level gauge, reading
7.8" at the platform, indicated that the Spong S:Y"phonwould indeed
demand scuba gear to pass through. There was less than 3/4" of air
space,-half of what was needed for safe access throu&~ this 40' long
''Psychological''restriction. The air and water teiliperaturewere both
50 degrees, 3 to 4 degrees above normal. This would give us an extra
margin of comfort and, hence, saftey.

We came across Dave Richardson and his guest while on our 'way,
and they joined us for the last leg up to the Spong. I thank them both
very much for carrying the water samples and bugs that I had collected
for Eetty Wheeler, back to the platform for me upon their return.
After 3 months in the water, some of these bugs are deteriorating
where they are partially stuck in the stream bed. Betty informed me
that there is to be another dye trace in July, so I may be relieved
of my volunteer duty of fetching these for the full 6 month period I
had ant~cipated. (The intent of this endeavour is to see if backgroLilld
floresence is cummulative.)

Preparing the gear at the Spong, I was calmly excited. Contrary
terms, I Y~Ow, like the detached concentration that had gotcen me
through the Spong so many times before.

I became more certain of our combined ability to succeed in the
objectives of our push trip as Larry asked me constantly for my advice
and opinion on those ,aspects of our project that I was obviously the
most keenly aware of, due to my previous experience in this area. It
was also very rewarding that some of my thoughts on variations of some
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of the procedures were accepted by 2im quite readily. He never consid-
ered otherwise, that this was my lead and I was trip leader, dispite
his supplying the technology ~~d expertise. There were too many other
things to pack along on and expedition of this sort, and little room
for any extras, like an ego. Larry had left his back at home in Minn-
esota. This was the single most important thing I had learned from
Larry to this point in the schooling I had been picking up from him.
Now though, it was time for us to go to school together.

Larry we~t in to check out the Spong and reported that the water
wasn't as murky as I had thought it might be, judging by the mainstr-'
earn.I liked the idea of entering the near sump feet first, face up,
as I was accustom to, and Larry coming immediately behind me in the
standard head first, face down scuba diving posture. We could then
move through the sump "inch worm" style, with me moving a litlle,
waiting for Larry to move up 'til we bumped heads, and repeating until
we were both through. From the saftey viewpoint it made the most sense
to go in side by side so that we both had clear water and access to
each other for communications and to better share gear in an emergency.
We opted for the latter. All was progressing smoothly until we were
over half way through and Larry gave me a tug.In an incredibly short
span of time, about equal to which it took for a total silt out to
develope, I examined the properties of panic and the shear futility
of any such notion. He didn't indicate a need for shared air. It only
took the briefest part of another second to comprehend that he had
signaled a need to back out, which we then did, without problem. I had
passed the "trail by silt". Larry had simply gotten off to the rigct
side of the passage too far and become wedged. We then tried travers-
ing the Spong in the manner I preferred. This went very smoothly and
became the accepted mode of travel in non-virgin sumps.

Repacking the gear on the other side, Larry told me that this had
been his longest dive to date. Pushing on relentlessly to our goal, we
were both becoming caught up in the cave. Traveling through the Tuna
Sea, a 300' long passage similar to the Spong, but with 3" to 6" of
air sp~ce, we were both aware that we were caving first class and on
the edge. Larry was incredulous, though, when I pointed out a dig that
we had carried out in a cross joint in this region. "Beyond Tuna Sea"
with its lofty Hotdog Dome and indiscribably decorated ~~aaggoozzer
Dome were treats to behold. None too soon we had come to the Scandawho-
vian Sumps, and the prospects of virgin cave beyond.

After securing the dirt screw of the hand line to be permanently
installed, we nosed through to the first cross join~. I then free
dived the first sump and held the rope taught for Larry to use to
follow. ~e used this procedure for the next two sumps in this series.
Buen I was not able to penetrate the last one due to the turbidity of
the water obscuring any sign of the surface, we donned our gear right
there in the cross joint and dived through into virgin cave. (In retro-
spect, it would have been much wiser to have used scuba for all of
these sumps, but as yet we had no idea how much more demand might be
placed on our air supply.) We had used more of the hand line to secure
itself tcan I had figured and it did not reach clear through this
series of sumps. We had to stake out the loose end.in the sump and
proceed using Larry's jump reel.

First impressions can sometimes be deceptive, and my"first si~t
of the passage on the far side of the Scandawhovian Sumps must have
been enhanced by my imagination or distorted by my near hypothermic
state. Everything was about half the dimension that I had first ob-
served it. Worse yet, where I had thought that the passage had curved
gently to tee right, well it did, right into another sumpl Probing
with our feet didn't reveal any crose joints, the water was too turbid
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for the free diving that first opened up this area. Larry was into his
forte, first penetration virgin cave diving. It took three tries be-
fore he disappeared for what seeQed like one real long period of time.
\;nenhe emerged on the other side we had voice contact, but muffled.
Be returned to tell me of another room and passage on the order of the
Tuna Sea leading away from it. VIedived "Three Di ve Sump" in the head
bumping manner and foUnd ourselves in a realm that boggles my senses
and intrigues my imagination.

A short ways into the close water filled passage was a "Y", the
mainstream going to. the left and a side passage, itself of impres-
sive size, with the sound of water falling, to the right. There are
too many reasons to mention here that led to my gut decision to pur-
sue the lesser of the two passages first, but among them were the main-
stream's tendency to sump up this way, and my personal hunch that the
right har-d branch was more apt to send us in a northerly direction.
Surface topographical maps showed that the cave was almost into a
ri6ge to the north that extended many miles, up into Minnesota and
towards a large sinkhole complex southwest of the town of Harmony.
Passage in this direction would seem to hold a greater long term pro-
spect of "going".

A tight horizontal squeeze into the right side of this very wide
"Y" passage put us in a room wcere the water dropped less thana foot,
creating the enticing sound that helped lure me this way. Past this
room was easy back kicking and hands and knees crawl way that soon gave
way to stoop walking passage. Larry was a little more that disappoint-
ed that we weren't into "bore hole", but allowed me my whim of contin-
uing. When he tired, he encouraged me to go on and take my time. I
imagine that he figured it would peter out quickly and we could go on
to the big stuff of mainstream.

I didn't go all that far before the cave turned to walking pass-
age, but I was out of earshot of Larry and driven on by the ever in-
creasing size of the cave. Formations were spaced sporadically along
the way, but the I:Iostimpressive encounters were two rooms of a mag-
nitude unlike a~ything else in ewe. For fear of blowing things out of
proportion, I won't even hazard a guess at their size. We'll have to
wait until they're surveyed to pass that info along. There is a pos-
sibility of upper level leads in these rooms. I came across a fracture
zone, also unlike anything I have yet seen in ewe. There was a side
passage, obscured by breakdown, With a waterfall spilling down several
feet from it, not to forget a couple real freaky breakdown areas.
There was a right hand side passage of walking size, off of this right
ha~d passage, that I pushed just far enough to be sure it wasn't an
illusion. I intended to walk 'til I carne to any formidable feature
that would be an Llnmistcl~ablelan~ark on a subsequent trip. I was
tired of walking by the time I reached a waterfall pouring through
a breakdown pile from 10' or 12' above the level I was in. I started
to climb it, but my better judgement got the better of me and I turned
to walk out.

Having previously been subjected to flights of fancy in determin-
ing the extent of a find, I went at things only somewhat more scien-
tifically this time. 500 paces averaging 32" brought me back to the
right hand side passage, 300 more'got me back to the stoop walk. Here
I picked up Larry and informed him as to the ex~ent of the find so
far, ••hile counting off 100 equal paces. 276 "paces" of 14" got us
back through the crawlway and into the little waterfall room, which
was about 30' long. A 12' squeeze put us in line with the mainstream
passage, which I then pushed far enough to get out of the Tuna Sea
t;ypecondi tiona to see that it "went" stoop walking. I counted 27-6'
body lengths back from here to the room before Three Dive Sump. This
room was approximately 30' &ld the sump around 10', the Deceptive Room
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was about 40' long. This tr~~slates to 3006' of virgin cave, not count-
ing the rig~t hand lead that I didn't step off or the previously pen-
etrated Scandawhovian Sumps, which are over 50' through. There are 3
going leads, and if the mainstream grows in proportion the the right
hand branch that was pushed, we may really be into somethingl .

Eeing long overdue on the surface demanded that we retreat. The
trip back was ~~eventful, except for the numerous rest stops to catch
a few quick zzzs before a chill would push us on. It was with a great
sigh of relief that we finally cleared the Spong Syphon, and were
"home free". 1ll0t of trudging later we were at the shaft. 16 hours
and 13 minutes after entering this demanding wetsuit cave, of which
well over 10 hours were spent almost totally immersed, two zombies
reentered the land of the living. (Much to the relief of the people
Oll tte surface TIho had not been informed as to the existance of pass-
age beyond tr.e Scandawhovian Sumps.)

Larry said that this was by far the most technical caving he had
ever done, including his experience in multi-drop pits. It was easily
more technical than the original diving that led to the discovery. of
CWC, as Jagnow and Barnett were using common sense, guess work and .
guts. They didn't have access to the knowledge and state of the art
scuba gear we now have, thanks to pioneering efforts like theirs.

The next logical step is to attempt a dig in a pinched out passage
paralleling the Spong Syphon in the hopes of bypassing it, now that we
know that such a project will be worth the effort. It might be.possi-
ble to lower the stream level through digging also. All of the sumps
discovered so far beyond it, now have permanent hand lines installed.
Though this area will still be inaccessable to the faint of heart or
those with any phobias about water, anyone dedicated enough to do a
few in-cense breath hold dives will be able to assist in surveying and
pushing the more than promising leads in this, Iowa's biggest and still
growing cave.

We had missed the feast put on by Kenny and Wanda Flatland, the
landovmers of C~C, regularly each Jlille.We had missed the North Count-
ry Region's summer meeting, held here, were I was elected editor of
its quarterly publication, in my absence. We had missed alot of sleep.
However I would not have missed ~he opportunity to push out thiS lead
for anything. The waits for the water to drop far enough to allow us
in were very trying on the patience. I can't begin to thank Larry en-
ough for the things I learned from him and for his trust and faith in
my belief in my ability to take on this trip without formal cave div-
ing training. Some will say tJ:at this trip was full -of needless risks,
maybe. P.l::JO~tall aspects, thougc, -,'ierecarried out "according to the
book". If a r"ovice had !lever been allowed to attempt anything like
this in the first place, there would only be dry cavers today, and
alot of cave left lilldiscovered.
June 20. 1987; COLD~-I.\TERCAVE
Winneshiek County: Larry Welch, Beth Patel, Dick Ames

It ~.las party month f so a lot or folks ";lere look ing f or a tour au ide.
Neither Dick nor Beth had been do'mstream past the Gallery, so the l';onu-
ment-Wellpipe tour was given. A couple of tour variations were involved.
Cne was a dig about 100 feet into Guardian Fangs Passage. This just turned
out to be a little grotto of the passage cut off by a mud bank that reached
the ceiling. I also took the group to the end of l-,onumentPassage. Bryan
Bain has placed his initials at the far point of penetration for any llsproutsll
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to shoot at ..
;le finished the tour by fol1mdng t"e 'iindnil1 (',:el1pipe)p"-ssage

to C~Gcnde, tt,en 30ing upstreern via Dead Coon Passage. Alons the ~ay e-
veryone visited iiud Cone Dome.. After rejoining the main passage we made
a heeline for the shaft.

June 20, 1987; CCLDNAT£R C~VE
'./inneshiek County: Warre~therton, Brian Jain, Kris Licursi
Kris and I were all fired up to get into Coldwater. I well re~enbered the
beal1tiful slide show I had seen about 10 years before on Iow$'s finest ..
7inally the time had arrived. ~s newcomers to the grotto, I had called up
Chairnan Bounk "-couple weeks earlier and asked about the neetings and cav-
ing in t~e ~rea. He told me that June was an excellent nonth for an intro-
duction to Cold~ater and gave me dirctions to the cave.. Thus, Friday evening
~:ris <lnd I ~vere hunched over my scrm'lied directions ~.hiJeparked at the inter-
3ection of a couple gravel "roads trying to figure out ~het~er to turn right
ar left.. .-\little .ilhile later Brian was greeting us <:'..tthe encampoent.

The next morning we geared up and entered the cave ~iith Brian as our
leader. It was an ideal trip for us. Lots of time to look around and ask
questions about the cave. ;.le ~Hent d01'lnstre.:lmthrough the Gallery, _past
the Guardian Fangs Passage, up the ~;ellpipe Passage and looped back around
to the mainst~eam and out. At one_point Brian took us back in the ~:cnument
Passage to dig for a short while. Brian went under the ledge, dug a while
and then Kris checked it out. I assumed a confortable position on the mud
bjnk and observed.

A real nice trip, this one. It wa~ as i'Iike Bounk sai~ a good introduc-
tion to Cold~ater and also provided the opportunity to meet many cavers in
the area. Kris and I left looking for~.,ard to our next return visit.
June 27, 1987; APRIL CAVE
~inneshiek County: Beth Patel, Doug Schmuecker, Dave Richardson
We entered "he cave about 10AM•.••quite refresh~ng: Dave headed the
party, carbide lamp burning bright. With all the water splashing, it
soon was extinguished. We backed out toward the entrance to an area
we could stand in, while he relit his lamp. Then Doug lead us :n.
(Dave's light went out again and he opted to use an electric one fora while)
Everyo~e enjoyed the water passage-we were able to float through part
of it. There were plenty of "rest areas", too. The crawling passage
finally gave way to stoop-walking, which quickly became upright-walking
passage. And then began the pretty part of the cave.
Larry Welch, Mike Lace and Mike Bounk '.erewithin voice distance be-
hind us. We passed the 'Bishop's Toilet' and continued past 'Lester's
Falls'. Larry cauGht up with us about 'Eddy's Falls'. He delivered
my lost stocking cap that had floated downstream. The number of caveformations were on the increase.
We continued toward the 'Boom Room'. Kike Nelson, Gary Engh and Warren
Netherton were ahead of us a way. We explored the 'Eoom Room' and
headed upstream 15 minutes further, dodging forests of gorgeous stalac-tites, soda straws, ••• WOW:



Exit time from

16
After we caught up with Gary Engh's group, we turned around and headed
out of the cave, taking time to break for a rest in the 'Eoom Room'.
Dave explored a muddy lead and then we left.
We passed Larry, Mike L. and Mike B. on the way out.
the cave was about 1PM.

June 27, 1987; APRIL CAVE
Winneshiek County: Mike Lace, Mike Bounk, Larry Welch

Mike, Larry and I entered the cave at approxima~y 9:30 am. intending
to survey the Lake Passage which starts at the end of Lester Falls Passage.
After we entered Lester Falls Passage and advanced 100-150', we realized
that the "'1'nter level Hes 3_411 above ncr;r,al, leaving only 511 or less of air-
space tc survey in. The stream was moving fast and tal:ing ~ good shere of
our body heat with it. Luckily, Larry and I had put our wet hoods on be-
fore entering the crawl~:ay, but even that could not l:eep us from getting
chilled. \\e turned around before reaching the T ("here the Lake Passage
begins) and exited Lester Falls. .

'Ie then continued upstream to the Boom Room where Mike Bounk decided to
~~aitwhile Larry and I went to the Black Slime Sewer Passage to take a
better look ct an u~rer chimney we had spotted on a previous trip. Larry
and I each took a turn climbing the cl.imney, but could only advance 9-10'
before being stopped by the ~ud-covered walls and a steep mud slope above
us. ~;e could see a snaIl roo~ above the mud slope nnd a large dead flow-
stone column. We decided that we could climb into it (with difficulty) but
a controlled descent would be unlikely_ Ferhaps a rope slung around the col-
unn could be used. Larry quicl~ly checked the back portion of the sewer
end concluded that a small crawlway en the right probably leads to 2 dome
and that the corner at the end of the Sewer needs to be pushed--activc wa-
ter noises could be heerd beyond the low sharp turn. i;e returned to the
BOOQ Room and the thr~e of us exited the c&ve.

~t the end of the day a group of us examined a sinkhole in the field
above the cave. !~dry Hash leE.ds into a n2.rrow crevice that winds sharp-
ly downward and one can hear a rock crop and roll an undefined distance. I
declined Lowell Burkhead's offer to tamp ne into the crevice with a fence-
post if I happened to get stuck. Ko one made a serious effort to enter
the crevice so He decided to save it for the next trip which is tenatively
scheduled for the first weekend of September.
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