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Mart

Cha. 1¢ -

Oharlo tte Mitchell Martin, one of twenty

children born to ghepherd and Luc inda Mitchell‘ ighty—-

‘Lwo vears ago, wae & slave ¢f Judge Wilkerson on & larga

a little town near Madison.

plantation in Sixteen, Florida,

Shepherd HMitohell was 8 wagoner who hauled whiekey £ rom

Newport News,Virginla for hie owner. vilkerson was very
cruel and held them in constant fear of him, He would not

permit ‘the:n ’so hold religioua meebtings O a.ny other kinde

of mee tinga, but they freiuently met in aecret to conduoct

religioua services, When they were caught, the '1nat1gators "o

known oOr euspeoted—- were severely flogged. Charlotte reocalls
how her.oldest brother was whipped to death for tuking part

in one of tho religious ceremonies. This oruel a0t halted the

gecret religious services.



Wilkerson found it very profitable to raise
and sell slaves. He seleoted the strongest and host male
and fewmale slaves and wated them exclusively fbr'ﬁreeding.
The huskieet bables were given the baaﬁ of ﬁttention in
order that they might grow into sturdy youths, for it iaa'
those who brought the highest prices at the sl&ve markefa.
gonvtimes the mastoer himeelf had uexuﬁl reletions with hie
temale slaves, for the products of miscegenation were very
ramunegative. These offsprirge were in demand &s houss aci—
vants,

After slevery the Mitchells began to saparate.
A few of the ohildren rcwmoined with their parents and eked out
thntr llving from the =20il., During thls perlod Charloite bagﬁn
10 ettract attention with her herb curea. Doctors sought her
ocut when they we:e ptuzped by difficult cases. She camec to
Live Ouk to cawe for sn old colored woman and upon whose death
phe wa.e giveﬁfﬁhe woman's house and properiy. Far many years
she has reeidedxin bpe old shack, farming, making quilts, and
practicing her herb doctoring., She has outlived her husband for
wnom she bore two children. Her daughter is feebleminded- her

horb romedies can't cure her!'
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I. Poraonal intorview with Doldon Mall, living neor
3 the Mononig [ll, in the Eaotorn acction o
Live 0%, Plorlda )

3. Personnl intervicw with Charlotte Martin, living
neer. arontor Bothel Afnican Mathodint Fplaconnl
Church, In &0 Toptorn soation of Live Otk, Florids
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