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Kevin Ailred takes nores d u f i n ~  a break 
in caving activities in 199.3. 

Mar 27-Apr 2,1994 AMSAR Technical 
Rescue seminar, CA (6 I9)365-3 1 14. 

April 25-May2, 1994 "Wilderness First 
Respondet'kcourse at Lookout Mountain, 
TN Dennis Curry at (6 15382 1-820 1 

Map28-30,1994 Northwest Caving 
Association's annual meeting,, Marble 
Mountain SnoPark, WA (206)693-3600, 

June 30-12, 1994 NSS Cave Diving 
Section Spring Workqhop, Branford, EL. 
Van Flowers, (8 7 3)683-1073 

June 20-24,1994 1994 NSS Conven- 
tion, Brackettville, TX.( 5 12)44 1-0050. 

July 1-31,1W4 POWlE VIU, Prince 
of WaIes Island, AK (907)846-5223 

- 
Grotto members 
identify sources of 
cave rumors 
by Kevin Alkd 

The prospect of seeing 
some of the remote areas 
spawning cave rumors was 
too good to miss. 

J joined Pete Smith and 
Steve Lewis during a Peters- 
burg drizzle on June 19,1993 
for the trip to Chichagof Ts- 
land. 

Pete and Steve cmised the 
60 miIes from Prince of Wales 
Island on Pete's new skiff with 
rebuilt outboard motor. After 
we purchased groceries and 
gas, we were off on calm seas. 
Soon, however, the Sound be- 
came somewhat rough (or in 
Pete's words, a little choppy). 
As this was the boat's "maiden 
voyageeTete wanted to see 
what his skiff could handle 
and happily careened full bore 
into the 3 to 4 foot seas . . 
comfurtabEe behind his wind- 
shield while Steve and I were 
inundated with stinging sea 
spray. 

After a stop for more gas 
we followed a small passage 
past an interesting rock pin- 
nacle to a beautiful spit where 
we camped the first night of 
our nine-day, cave-finding ad- 
venture. 

The next morning, Pete 
had another opportunity to 
test his skiff. Upon reaching 
a 20-25 foot wide neck, we 
discovered that the falling 
tide had created white-water 
rapids complete with a 4- 
foot waterfall. Pete didn't 
seem bothered by any of zhi s 
and powered off the thing . . 
great fun ! 

We noted spectacular ]It- 
t o d  k m n  along the cliffy 
edges of the bay and at the 
head of the bay the rock is 
thinly banded marble often 
whitish near intrusions. Bed- 
ding is on edge and strikes 
northerly. The m a  has been 
logged extensively, so there 
are lots of debris problems 
in the main creek. 

The creek comes into the 
tide flats through a spectacu- 
lar natural bridge some 40 
feet across, 30 feet high, and 

Continued on page 4 - 
PRESIDENT'S CORNER 

by Harvey Bowers 

As outgoing president I am 
told it is time to summarize. 
After doing The Glacier 
Grotto annual report to the 
NSS on Grotto achieve- 
ments, I realize I used a 
Faulty measurement system, 
and I'm not talking about 
going metric. I used how 
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many miles of cave have been protect the remaining Rain For- ter logging appears to be incsed- 
mapped, how m c h  was pub- est in Southeast Alaska. The abil- ibly dangerous. Ideas Like a dki- 
lished and how many caves ity to log if done in a sustainable gible have never come about 
were found. Shouldn't we use a fashion should not be ques- because of the capital costs, yet, 
nleasarement tool that reflects tioned. Wood is one of the most the government has made in- 
how well we preseme the cave environment-friendly building credible capital costs in building 
environment? materials we know of. Many pri- mads. 

The truly noteworthy achieve- 
vate land Ownen have gone to I think all our goals include be- 
sustainable logging because it ing able to hand not only the men1 of this organization and its 
preserves the future value o f  the 

members is that we have helped caves but the planet to future 
start a change of direction in re- and the land Na- generations without them paying 
source management in Alaska. lure never borrows from for our selfish ourchases from to- " - .  

row. WE are now seeing resource morrow. It is my hope we can 

managers talk a b u t  protecting 
resources that are hard to see. An 
achievement will be if we can 
pass on to future generations a 
world as biological diverse as 
what we have today. 

Cavers need to re-look at what 
we consider achievements. The 
only reason to do many things 
that we do, like mapping, is to 

provide a better understanding 
so that we do not destroy this en- 
vironment. I n  this same line of 
thought t b t  Glacier Grotto's 
mast immediate function may 
be ta help the Forest Service 

Clear cutting is a management 
twl that is supposed to mimic 
nature and the effects of fire. In 
rain forests like Southeast Alaska 
fue doesn't play much of a role. 
So, does this type of manage- 
ment seem appropriate? 

We need to encourage the Fm- 
est Service to look at sustainable 
forestry like the Collins Pine 
Company, Portland, Ore,, and 
many others. This concept wiIl 
take a lot of support hcause of 
the difficulty in removing t rees .  
Surface transportation my ke im- 
practical or too costly. Helicop- 

heIp the resource managers like 
the Forest Service, Park Service 
and private land owners (native 
corporations) take a regenerative 
approach toward the future. 

With these thoughts 1 con- 
gratulate Marcel LaPerriere as 
the 1994 Glacier Grotto Presi- 
dent. I would like the thank Jay 
RockwelE, DaIene Perrigo, 
Rachael Mays, Sam Dunaway, 
Gary Sonnenberg, Dave Unger, 
Marcel LaPerriere and Mike 
Mauser for their management 
support this past year. 

To our future. 

Additions to MEMBERSHIP LIST (more next edition) 
Name -- 
Baker. Robin 
Burger, Raymond 
Clark, Stephen E. 
Fosse, Earl L. 
Gianutsos, Rosamond 
Haris. Ashley S. 
Hertert, Mary 
Hullbert. Ward 
Johnston. Eric 
Kemp, Molly 
ZaPerriere, Zach 
Magness, Andy 
Magness. l a w n  
Maselko. J m y  
Moyer, Tom 
OIson. Dr. Wallace M. 
Olson, Marie M. 

Address - Rd NSS# 
PO Box 32523, Juneau AK 99803 94 
PO Box 632349, Chugiak AK 99567 94 30656RE 
2440 E Tudor Suite 12 1,  Anchorage WS07 94 E 0355RE 
301 Bawden St. Ketchikan AK 9990 1-6502 94 33707 
38-25 52nd St, Sunnyside NY 11 104- 1027 94 
PO Box 143303 Anchorage AK 9951 4 94 
3052 North Circle. Anchorage AK 99507 94 
5226 Strawberry, Anchorage AK 99502 94 
PO Box I9107 ThomeBay AK 99919 94 
PO Box 57 1 ,Ten&= Springs AK 9984 1 94 
PO Box 9062, Ketchikan AK YWO 1-4062 94 
CATE Center Box 4W8, N m a n  LK 73026 94N 
CATE Center Box 4908, N m a n  OK 73026 94N 
6020 Craig Drive, Anchorage AK 99504 94 
2047 Amy Dyan Road,Fairbanks AK 997 I2 94 
PO Box 210961,Auke Bay AK 99821-0961 94 
PO Box 210961,Auke Bay AK 99821-0961 94 

Home Phone 
(907)780-6559 
(907)688-3835 
(907)-338-67 19 
(907)225-4480 
(71 81335-3403 
(907)56 1-4 1 73 
(907)344-908 1 
(907)243-7236 
(907)828-3433 

Work Phone 
(907)586-4 161 
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President LaPerriere 

Vresscd jar. rhr orcnsiu~r, ,Ck~rrel 
LaPerriere examines a sump at El 
Capitan Cave on Prince of Wales 
Island. 

Marcel ZaPerriere could very well be 
caving his weekend. 

The new Glacier Grotto president 
and his wife Connie have become de- 
voted speleologis ts, 

"I hope t o make up for the lack of 
experience with enthusiasm," Marcel 
says of his three years in caving. How- 
ever, he brings to the position his ex- 
petti se in sock, ice and mountain climb- 
ing (having climbed over much of the 
Western US and Canada) and diving. 
Recently he became a certified NSS 
CDC Full Cave E v e r  and is a certified 
Assistant Insmctor. 

Marcel a h i t s  to being most inter- 
ested in cave diving, but finds the sci- 
ence in caving to be fascinating. On the 
less serious aspects of caving, MarceI 
says, "Caving brings out the kid in us, 
especially when we get slimed and 
muddy." The M t o r  

sets 

by Marcel LaPerriere 

As the newIy elected President of tRe Glacier Grotto, I have a 
few goals that I will be working toward. Let me list some of 
them: 

First, and foremost I want to see the Grotto function 3s a 
statewide organization. - 

Second, I want to work with a11 concerned parties to see 
that our caves here in Alaska are managed in a fashion 
that preserves them for future generations. 

Third, I want to see our organization striving to learn and 
educate our members to be better and safer cavers. k t ' s  
try and have several training sessions and add some 
training to our meetings when we can. I would Like to 
see us encourage new members to join both our grotto 
and the NSS. I would also like to see us promote cave 
conservation and safety whenever we can. 

1 In other news, POWlE is again scheduled fur the month of July. IF 
you or some one you h o w  would like to join POWIE this year 

I contact Pete Smith at 844-5223 or Steve Lewis at 479-7257. If 
I you haven't visited the Southeast caves POWE is a great oppor- 

tunity to do so. 

Several Glacier Grotto members are actively forming a cave Res- 
cue team in Southeast. Alaska Cave Rescue (ACR) will be inde- 
lpendent from the Grotto, but will need the support of the Grotto 
and will be a future resource for training grotto members. 

1 I hope to be meeting more of the members of the Glacier Grotto 
during the next year. If any of you wish to contact me feel free to 
do so. 

HAPPY CAVING. 
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Continad from page 1 
at least 50 feet through, In- 
side is a beautiful scalloped 
marble floor. lhe bridge is subject to 
flooding by incoming tides which 
creep several hundred feet up- 
stream to the first cave segment. 

This cave has a deep swim and 
also is further flooded by tides, 
Steve and I bagged ourselves in 
drysuits and swam about 100 feet 
past numerous fish fry to a few 
minor side passages and aaasto- 
mosis. The cave sumps. 

Following an overflow smm 
course which swings around t h i s  
cave, we found a spectacular 
white-water cascade leading to a 
borehold stream passage with 
scalloped blue and white banded 
marble w d s  and ceilings. As the 
sump was large and intimida- - 
ting,we we= concerned about be- 
ing sucked under the ceiling if we 
swam downstream. Total passage 
is at least 250 feet. 

The upper segment resurges 
several hundred feet upstream 
past at least one 100-foot long 
cave in the side of the stream 
course. Cave #3 has an upstream 
swim of 200 feet and a minor side 
passage which finally sumps. A 
climb to the next blind valley se- 
sulted in discovery of an insur- 
gence cave (Cave #4) at least 150 
feet long with side leads. Again 
we thickened out about swim- 
ming dowsaeam in the smng 
sump current without a rope. 

Back outside, we waded up- 
stream in a beautiful scalloped, 
collapsed cave channel, discov- 
ering one cave in the south side 
overhang near a lake. The scen- 
ery in thzs area is truly spectacu- 

lar with a massive marble moun- 
tain jutting thousands of feet out 
of virgin growth forest. Rumors 
have circulated for years of holes 
above trmberline and a blowing 
fissure at a large resurgence here. 

Childhod memories of Tanan 
movies returned as Steve, Pete, 
Darcie Zlel, Molly Kemp, Rudy 
Ziel and I walked single file for 
about one and one half miles up 
hill and through the trees. The 
resurgence looked g d  with a 
flow of approximately ~ f / ~  
at low flow. Rudy who lives in 
the area, reported a much higher 
flow in April. The water poured 
from the base of a high marble 
cliff and had a small boulder/ 
nxk dam causing a partial sump 
with a nice breeze blowing from 
a tiny air space. Above the resur- 
gence is a blowing fissure lead- 
ing to the stream inside which 
soon surnped. On our way back 
to tidewater, we speculated on 
cave potential in this spectacu- 
lar area and possibility of return- 
ing since so much of our t h e  is 
committed to Psince of Wales 
and DalI Islands. 

While exploring the inlet , 
Pete, Steve and I hiked up one 
creek which stayed on granite. 
F u ~ e r  along the shore we noted 
some marble littoral caves, but 
rough seas prevented us from 
safely landing or even dropping 
someone off. 

We checked out another 
marble cave Jim Baichtal had 
seen next to the #Z white-water 
insurgence cave. It turns out that 
it connects with #2. We saw no 
sign of reported brown bears 
fishing in this cave, but there 

were otter mcks and rocks pol- 
ished from sliding fur. We hiked 
up a Iogging road towards a lake 
and found a cascading waterfall 
pouring from a 20 foot cave with 
a sump and undenvater passage. 
We collected spiders and gnats in 
the twilight postion of Kooky 
Cave and noted numerous moth 
wings probably scattered by bats. 
A few bat bones and several dead 
harvestman were seen. The cave 
is fossil phreatic with silt atop 
large, isregular cobbIes with little 
rounding and a few minor 
speleotherns and a possible dig 
a1 the end. Back outside it was 
hot as ever with voracious gnats, 
whitesocks and no-see-urns. In 
spite of the bugs, we enjoyed the 
bounteous salmon berries on the 
way to camp. 

On day eight, we discovered 
one small cave halfway down a 
Earge bowl drainage. Cascading 
water created this insurgence 
cave and sculpted a hanging pool. 
The entrance was too wet to en- 
ter without drysuits. Instead we 
hiked a recent logging road and 
found some resurgences issuing 
from greenish marble with some 
pyrite crystals. Each caves stuffed 
themselves with blueberries and 
huge salmon berries along the 
way. The day's heat detoured us 
to the lake for a chitling swim 
before returning to the bay. At the 
bay, we found a circus of subsis- 
tence boats of Cube Cove loggers. 
We were not impressed with the 
high powered rifle shots, 

The seas were calm for our trip 
to El Capitan and POWE VII. 
Pete's sluff had performed admi- 
rably, and we found a basis for 
lthe cave rumors. 
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A Few Good Men & Women 

Yes, foks, it's time once again to think about 
making plans for the 1994 Prince of Wales 
and Dall Idand expeditions. 

As ever we are Iooking to recruit a few 
good men and women to be deeply in- 
volved in another season of caving in South 
East Alaska. The thrills are expected to be 
beyond ordinary this year and the chills 
will be guaranteed, especially if under 
dressed. 

The Forest Service has removed our usual 
lodging cabanas at El Capitan. Cat Woods 
(our E.S, liaison for the Thorne Bay District) 
has indicated that we will be plenty comfort- 
able, however, things may be a little more 
mstic than we have gotten used to in the last 
few years. Food, lodging and local transpor- 
tation will be provided to us as has been the 
case in the past. We will be required to work 
at least 40 hours a week in return by survey- 
ing and evaluating the caves and karst lands 
of the Tongass National Forest on Prince of 
Wales and Dall Island. 

For h o s e  of you who have considered be- 
coming a part of POMrIE in the past, but 
never had everything come together as 
needed to make it happen, maybe this is the 
year. Please keep in mind however that we 
cannot take time away from the expedition 
to train beginners, so if you need training 

and gear, get it beforehand. Contact Pete or 
Steve for ideas on that, or for more infoma- 
tion. 

The expeditions this year will run concur- 
rently as was the case last year. The Dall Is- 
land participants should expect to be out of 
touch with the rest of the world for weeks at 
a time, Steve Lewis will be the information/ 
contact person for DIE TV. 

We have many recently discovered caves 
to be surveyed for POWIE VIII as well as 
many previous ones that need to be wrapped 
up; plenty to do! 

This year's schedule will be July 1 to 31. 
If you are interested in attending all or part 
of this year's Tongass Cave Project expedi- 
tions contact the persons below for an ap- 
plication. 

Please keep in mind that the deadline for 
completed applications is June Ist, send 
them to Pete Smith. 

Available space may fiI1 before the dead- 
kine, we encourage your early appIication if 
you me serious about attending. 

Pete Smith Steve Lewis 
PO Box WWP PO Box 83715 
Ketckkan, AK 99950 Fairbanks, AK 99708 
907-846-5223 907-479-7254 
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HELP 
by Steve Lewis 

I wish we couId just forget poli- 
tics and crawl in a hole, but be- 
cause the karst needs our help, 
here's an update on cave conser- 
vation p l i t i c s  in the Tongass. 

As most of you probably 
know, the Ketchikan Arcs con- 
tracted with some eminent cave 
scientists (The Blue Ribbon 
Panel) to prepare a Karst and 
Cave Resource Significance As- 
sessment for the  &a. This re- 
port is now f i n d  and availabIe 
through the Kekhikan Area Of- 
fice. I'll do a more geneml sum- 
mary in a future issue of the 
Caver, but the report concludes 
that karst and caves in southeast- 
em Alaska are both internation- 
ally and nationally significant for 
a number of reasons. 

Among these are the unique 
setting of SE Alaska. geologically 
and as a Pargely undisturbed high 
latitude temperate coniferous 
rainforest which is, "for practical 
purposes, globally limited to 
Southeast Alaska." This  implies 
h a t  the forest ecosystem in which 
our caves are found is one of the 
most important aspects of their 
significance.Ako internationally 
significant are the diversity , den- 
si ty, degree of development and 
natural preservation of the karst 
features. The paleontological and 
archaeologica1 deposits and re- 
sources and the existence of large 
- - - 
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well preserved littoral caves to harvest a large volume of tim- 
above present sea level are sig- ber on both karsted and non- 
oificant on an internatianai scale. kxsted lands. 

More an national significance 
and recommendadons for protect- 
ing the karst at a later time. For 
now the punch line is h a t  the karst 
and cave systems in the Ketchi kan 
Area, and by logicaI extension, in 
the Chatham and $tikine h a s  of 
the Tongass are of great impor- 
tance, Believing this to be the 
case, but not having anything of- 
ficial in haad, the Tongass Cave 
Project (TCP) fiIed an appeal of 
the Central Prince of Wales 
Project (CPOW) which proposed 

While the Final EIS and 
Record of Decision discussed 
kxsa and made some attempts to 
mitigate the impacts the TCP felt 
that it was unwise to proceed with 
such a large project without in- 
cluding the knowledge gained by 
the  Blue Ribbon Panel and by the 
TCP during 1993. Along with a 
number of other appeals, this one 
was essential1 y rejected by the 
Forest Service at the first level. 
However, in units where no cave 
inventory had been performed on 
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karstlands, they required that an 
inventory be conducted before re 
lease for harvest. The failure or 
incomplete nature of current miti- 
gation efforts and the fact that 
many of the proposed mitigations 
were essentially no different was 
ignored. 

A review by the Washington 
office essentially upheId the le- 
gality of all the findings from Ju- 
neau but suggested that here are 
a number of overarching issues 
that need to be examined in the 
Tong ass Land Management Plan 
Revision. Among these issues are 
sustained yield, protection of 
bidvenity, species viability, and 
ecosystem management. We feel 
that management of the karst eco- 
system falls under at least the last 
of these. It appears that the 
Ketchikan Area may be willing to 
reexamine the karst on CPQW 
under the ecosystem management 
methods proposed in the Blue 
Ribbon Panel's Report. 

However, we have no oficial 
c o ~ m a t i o n  of this. For those 
of you who are concerned, it 
would be great to write the 
Ketchikan Area complimenting 
them for their progress and urg- 
ing them to implement protective 
measures for the karst now. 

Write to David Rittenhouse; 
Ketchikm Area Forest Supewi- 
sor, Tongass National Forest, 
Federal Building, Ketchikan, 
Alaska 99901, and/or Anne 
Archie, District Ranger, Thorne 
Bay Ranger District, Box I ,  
Thorne Bay, AK 99950. If pos- 
sible, copies should be sent to 
Chief Jack Ward Thomas, Re- 
gional Forester Michael Barton, 
and Steve Lewis whose addresses 
can be found at the end of the next 
paragraph. 

The Chatham Area needs even 
more pushing-they are only just 
beginning to realize the value of 
the. karst resource on Chichagof 
Island. Comments will be 
needed when the draft environ- 
mental impact statement for the 
Eight Fathom Project comes out 
sometime this spring, Some tre- 
mendous karst still remains 
unlogged in the Eight Fathom 
project m a  although much dam- 
age has occurred during the past 
few years.It is essential that the 
Chatham Area take heed of the 
recommendations of ithe Blue 
Ribbon Panel Report now, be- 
fore further damage to the karst 
occurs. 

Write to Gary  Morrison, 
Chatham Area Supervisor, 204 
Siginaka Way, Sitka, AK 99835, 
with copies to: Jack Ward Tho- 
mas, Chief, Forest Service, 
USDA, Wash. Office, 14th and 
Independence SW, PO BOX 
96090, Washington, DC 20090- 
6090; Michael Barton, Regional 
Forester, Forest Service, USDA, 
PO Box 21 628, Juneau, AK 
99802- 1628; and Steve Lewis, 
PO Box 83715, Fairbanks, AK 
99708. 

Finally, a new threat looms for 
the karst. The state Department 
of Natural Resources (DNR) is 
proposing to convey a number of 
lands to the Mental Health Trust 
to try to settle longstanding liti- 
gation. Thrs is very probIematic 
since these lands wouId then be 
managed aggressively for maxi- 
mum profit with no further op- 
portunity for public involvement. 

Public comment officially ends 
on March 17 but the project man- 
ager has said that, although he 
won't like it, he will read com- 
ments submitted for almost two 
weeks after that date. 

There are a number of proposed 
substitute parcels that would af- 
fect some of the prime karstlands 
of Southeast. The best solution 
appears to be to settle the Litiga- 
tion with a guaranteed income to 
the Mental Health folks, along 
with conveyance of those Men- 
tal Health Trust Lands left unen- 
cumbered (and not include any 
Proposed Substitute Lands). 

If the D m  is required to 
convey these substitute lands it 
is important that these large 
parcels of karst not be included. 

On Prince of Wdes Island these 
are : 

C70775 (several square 
miles along El Capitan 
Passage with known 
caves dl along the 
perhe tec), 

C70768 and C70770 (near 
Exchange Cove in 
h o w n  karst), 

C20826 and C70824 are 
on Tuxekan Is., along 
the Tuxekm Narrows of 
El Cap Passage. 

Finally, around No Name 
Bay on Kuiu Is., there is 
a very large parceI 
(nearly 8 sq. miles), 
C2072 1. 

While the TCP has not explored 
extensively on either Tuxekan or 
Kuiu, these areas have very high 
potential for we11 deveIoped karst 
and caves. 

If you can stand writing another 
letter, please send comments to 
DNR, Mental Health Setdement 
Project, Box 1007005, Anchor- 
age, AK 995 1 0-7005, or Fax your 
comments, attention: Bruce 
Phelps at 562-173 1. with a copy 
to Steve Lewis. 
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In "Early 2 993 Caving in Hawaii", S~eleonrauh 
[29(6):75], William R. HaEliday verified the loss of 
two caves to road construction (sound familiar?) and 
asked for some vertical cavers to survey pit craters 
in the 150-250 foot range (in a presumably dead vol- 
cano). He also suslrmasizes the summer (1993) ac- 
tivities of the Hawaii Speleological Survey in his 
article: "Eight MiIes Inside the Big Island", 
Speleograph [29(10$: f 22- 1231. 

Fm those of you who have not seen it, the fo1Jowing 
quote is repeated from Bill Klimack's "In the Me- 
dia", NSS NEWS [5 P (12):342] "The Importance of 
the Tongass K m t  is summarized in the March 30, 
1993 Juneau Empire headline: 'Scientists Stunned by 
the Discovery of Caves'. One is quoted as saying that 
the area may be "the finest example of temperate rain 
forest in the world." With increased public aware- 
ness has come increased vandalism, the m c l e  notes. 

Bill HaIliday, Chuck Pease and Cynthia G. Vann are 
OATOTLs this year. (See NSS NEWS [51(8):222]) 
hn the same issue on page 228, members Fred Grady, 
Val Klirnack and Jay Rockwell were thanked for con- 
tributing information to Bill Klimack's column, "In 
the Media". 

Kevin Allred's reports on Eiaglek Rwst, El Capitan 
Pit, Blowing in the Wind, and nine others were 
noted in "Rays Review" of November 1993 in NSS 
News /5 1(11):3 121, citing The Alaskan Caver 
[12(6)(Dec. 1992)j. 

In The SPELEOGRAFH 129 (10): 118-1211, pub- 
lished by the Oregon Grotto, cavers can get the lat- 
est information on how to "'Build your own snow- 
shms". Author Al ZolIar illustrates each step in the 
process. 

In the 1993 In Review Annual Report Summary, 
names were omitted from the winners circle. 
POWE VII members Rodney 51. Honnwks and 
David Hemn, received an Honorable Mention for 
the map of Beaver Falls Cave. They were assisted 
in the survey by a numkr of Grotto members 
including Carlene Allred who drew the cross 
sections. 

The Prince of Wales B o o 5  Scooper is hat off h e  
press. The 12 pages is directed toward cavers inter- 
ested in participating in Prince of Wales Island Ex- 
pedition VIII and DE W. Included in "All the cav- 
ing news we could think. of just now" are articles on 
equipment and preparation, cave surveys and the ar- 
rangement with the Forest Services as well as tales 
of Bill the Cat and Lost Boy Finds Big Cave. Please 
contact Pete Smith for copies. His address is PO Box 
WWP, Ketcman, AK 99950. 

Ballots of the election were counted at the Eeb. 24, 
1994 meeting of the Glacier Grotto. Results are as 
follows: 

Fksident: Marcel LaPerriere, 36057 
J m e s  R. NicholEs, 15216 
Ginny E. Terney*, 33899 

Vice President of the Norah 
mchael Mauser, 1 1 1 35 
James R. Nicholls, 152 16 
Steve Lewis*, 30032 

Vice President of South Central 
Wrn Harvey Bowers, 12088 
Eric Rapport, 36811 

Vice President of Southeast 
Gary Sonnenberg. 33648 
Marcel LaPersiere*, 36057 

I Kevin Allred*, 16389 
James F. Baichhl*, 33277 

Secretary: Julius Rockwell, Jr. I 1  308 
Treasurer: Rachael H. Mays, 29942 

I * = Write in votes 
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BOOTY SCOOPER CAVE 
Prince of Wales bland, Alaska Preliminary Report #I25 

Tongass Cave Project National Speleological Society 

by Kevin Allred Sept. 30, 1993 

DESCRIPTION: Booty Scooper Cave was discovered several years ago by Dale Kanen, a road locator for 
the Forest Service. He reported its general location, describing climbing partway up a waterfall inside. A 
large resurgence $rains out of boulders below the walk-in entrance. The stream is encountered inside the 
cave after 40 feet of passage, and it drains back through a fissure becoming too tight towards the outside 
resurgence. Upstream, the stream can be followed 70 feet further into the cave, to a room with a 15 foot 
h g h  waterfall. A cut me leans against the wall and has obviously been used in the past in an attempt to 
climb the waterfall. A high level muddy, low, broad gallery is accessible by scrambling 6 feet up a ledge to 
the east of the waterfall room. There is Iots of deep, goo consisting of moonmilk and mud. The easiest way 
to access the upstream waterfall passage is through a small window connecting the muddy gallery with the 
waterfa11 room. A difficult bridging maneuver gives access to the stream which can then be followed 
another 40 feet to a terminal sump. There are a few speleothems on the ceiling here. The total passage is 
29 1.3 feet and the total depth is 43.2 feet. 

MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS: Booty Scooper Cave is a major resurgence, obviously drain- 
ing an extensive area to the east. A large uvala and other karst features in extensive clear-cut are situated to 
the northwest. Several known caves are also in this area, namely, Fat Man Filter, Come Again Cave, and 
hair Trigger Pit. The hillside around zbe cave should not be logged or have any roads built in order to 
preserve the aesthetic, hydrologic and biologic resources, No further logging should occur on the mountain 
above Booty Scooper until a hydrologic study including dye tracing is done. The location can be shared 
with the general public with a warning as to the potential danger when climbing the waterfall pitch. 
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KLINGER CAVE 
]Prince of Wales Island, Alaska a Preliminary Report #I37 

Tongass Cave Project National Speleoloffieal Society 

by David Winger 
Sept. 17, 1993 

REFERENCE: Preliminary Report #81, Bryce" Cave, as published in Volume 13, Num- 
ber 2 of The Alaskan Caver, dated July 1 ,  1993. 

BACKGROUND: The sink in which this cave is located was first identified on aerial 
photographs by Kevin and Carlene Allred in 1988. The cave was found by Dave Klinger 
with survey completed by Greg Bowles and David Klinger on July 15, 1993. 

DESCRIPTlON: The cave is located in Heceta Marble, identified by geologist David 
Herron as a blue marble. 

It is located on the south side of a sink next to an overgrown logging road. It appears to 
be on National Forest land but is near the boundary with private land. It is situated on the 
top of a hill. A very small stream drains into the sink and cave from a flat muskeg area to 
the north. Since it was very dry in July 1993, very little water was entering the cave. 

The entrance to the cave trends in a southerly direction. The initial drop was about 50 
feet 20 a gravel and rock floor which sloped sharply to the west and then back to the 
north. The cave continued down over a floor of mixed gravel and hard marble to another 
drop of approximately 15 feet. 

Beyond this point the cave continued downward in a norlherly direction until it sumped. 
A small crack on the west side of the sump continued downward approximately 8 feet to 
another gravel sump. No biological specimens were observed. 

RIGGING: On July 12, we rigged a I 1 0-foot line to a tree just above the west wall of the 
sink. This was long enough to reach the bunom of the first drop. 

On July 15, we rigged a 200-foot line to the same tree and used it for both the first and 
second drop. Caution should be used in making the second drop as the floor above is 
composed of a number of large rocks wedged against the walls with nothing under them. 
They could injure someone below if they came loose. 

To climb back up we draped the line over a large crack on the east wall some 8 feet 
out from the actual drop. We ascended to the top ot the crack and climbed back until 
we were past the wedged rocks, There appears to be a large amount of water entering 
the cave during wet periods. 

MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS: Klinger Cave should be protected from any 
additional road building, construction, or timber harvesting activities for if's hydrologic 
and possible biologic values. 
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PLAN 

TONGASS NATIONAL FOREST 
PRINCE OF WALES ISLAND, ALASKA 

Surveyed hngth. 182 9 feet 
Tbral depth 1 19 8 lwr 
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LEANING TREE CAVE 
Prince of Wales Island, Alaska * Preliminary Report #I23 
Tongass Cave Project National SpeleologicaE Swiety 

by Kevin Allred 
Sept. 28, 1993 

D E S C m O T J :  Leaning Tree Cave was discovered in August 1992 by Mark Fritzke and Kevin Allred. 
The cave was formed in Heceta marble and has two sinkhole entrances, I t  i s  an extreme overflow featum 
for a base level spring located some 250 feet down the hill. A bare, washed ofi ledge is witness to backup 
flow into the cave Ievels. Of the two entrances, the upper one can be safely entered without a rope. In 
nearly all of the cave the original phrearic surfaces have been destroyed by frost action except for a bit of 
ceiling near the upper entrance, A major insurgence point for this system is suspected of being a large 
insurgence sinkhoIe some 900 feet further up the mountain side. Total passage surveyed on July 8, 1993, 
was 96.4 and the cave is 34.7 feet deep. 

SPELEOTHEMS: Odd looking, stubby, hollow stalactites which are possible moonmilk arc located in a 
short passage leading west from the main m m  of the cave located between the entrances. 

MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS: Logging units have been proposed by a consulting company 
at Leaning Tree Cave and the insurgence sinkhole mentioned above. Logging or road building should not 
occur in either area to preserve the hydrologic and probable biologic components of this system. Jt would 
be wise to not share the cave location with the uneducated general public because of the delicate speleothems 
which should be investigated further by specialists. 

LOW BOY CAVE 
Mnce of Wales Island, Alaska Preliminary Report #I22 
Tongass Cave Project * National Speleological Society 

by Kevin Allred 
Sept. 28, 1993 

DESCRIPTION: Law Boy Cave formed in Heceta marble. The cave is an overflow feature for a base 
leveI spring lmated approximately another 100 feet further down the hill. Another even higher overflow 
feature is Leaning Tree Cave located approximately 175 feet up the hill. 

Some digging was necessary to first enter Low Boy which had running water in August of 1992 when 
discovered by Kevin Allred and Mark Fritske. It was dry except for p l s  when sketched by Allred on July 
8, 1993. 

Beyond an entrance squeeze over breakdown is a small pool and indined tube soon pinching off at a 

smaller pool. No speleotherns are present. A major insurgence point for this system is suspected of being a 

large insurgence sinkhole some 1200 feet fufier up the mountain side. 

MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS: Logging units have been pIanned by a consulzjng company 
at uphill. Leaning Tree Cave and the suspected major insurgence sinkhole for the  cave. Logging or road 
buiIding should not occur in either area to preserve the hydrologic and probable biologic components of 
this system. There is no reason not to share the location of Low Boy Cave with the general public. 
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