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The INTERCOM is published semi-spasmodically by the Iowa Grotto,
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exploration and study of caves, and is affiliated with the Nat-
tional Speleological Society, Inc., Cave Ave., Huntsville, AL
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change journals with NSS affiliated grottos. Reproduction in
whole or part of any material appearing in the INTERCOM must be
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\<arren Netherton, RR 3, Box 542, Muscatine, IA 52761.
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founded in 1949 and is the third oldest grotto west of the lliss-
issippi.
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IOWA GROTTO MEETING MINUTES
March 25, 1987

The meeting was called to order at 7:40 by vice-chairman Steve
Moon, pinch-hitting for the ill chairman. r:o previous ~inutes
were read, hut a brief treasurer's report was given. 17 members
";-lere present.
Old Business

A brief discussion of Intercom costs occurred, with a tar-
get of $30-40 per issue. Ideas include alternating Hotline and In-
tercom, reducing the number of photos and removing non-paying rnem-
b0rs from the mailing list. Steve is also working on attaining non-
profit status for the grotto.
New Business

Rudy Pru51l<0and Greg l'!cCarty'",ereboth present and a very -tho-
rough discussion of the Hiller's Cave accident ensued. Impor-
tant topics covered were why the accident happened ~nd how a sim-
ilar situation could be avoided. A tape of this discussion was
made and will be placed in the Grotto library.

Vertical training was scheduled for Hay 30-31 at the Pictured
Rocks Park in Jones County. Saturday will be the main day for ver-
tical work, but other activities will span the weekend.

Rudy Pruszko gave a report on caving activity around Dubuque.
A lost mile of passage in Kemling Cave was recently rediscovered,
3iving 3 miles total. Status of the Atkinson Mine is uncertain;
Charlie Winterwood was recently refused entry. Entry to Level
Crevice Cave may be granted in the future. Many digging projects
are available to those who want to dig open some old caves, in-
cluding Weber and Mueuster.
Trip Reports

Greg IkCarty and John Fuhrman ",ent to Conrad Cave on Feb.9 to
retrieve Johnls wedding ring. Threetri~s to ~loyd County during
the month involved survey work in Jesse James Cave. Stacey Cyphert,
Beth Patel, ~!ike Lace, and Larry ~elch helped survey with Mike Nel-
son doing some diggin3 and ~etsuiting on some of the trips. Larry
~elch and Greg tkCarty also mode a trip to the area to scout the
local sinkholes for promising leads.

Mike Lace made 3 trip to Pictured Rocks park to continue the
digging lead started by Steve Hoon. It extends Qbout 18 feet at
present. Gary Sngh, Steve Moon, and Greg i:-!cCartymade.:.: trip to
check on some Crevice Caves near Garnavillo. One turned out to be
nearly 250 feet long.

>like Lace reported on his trip at Cold"later with 3teve Noon,
Stacey Cyphert, and Lany Welch. The group toured to the downstream
sump. Mike was able to climb into an upper level lead near Orange
and Black Dome, but it was too small to push with his wetsuit jack-
et on.

Dave Schwendinger reported on a digging trip in the area past
Gietkowski's Grotto in Indian Bluff Cave ",ith lUke Bounk. Dave was
also involved in a pipe-pounding project near l-lonticelloto search
for echoes from a "Hollow Hill". ;'IikeGeralds and Lm<ell Burkhead
were also involved.

The meeting was adjourned and Rudy Pruszko gave a slide pro-
gram on bats he had obtained from Bats International.



INTERCOM 4

A?ril 22, 1987

The meeting was called to order at 7:47 by Chairman Mike Bounk.
Nine grotto members were present. ~inutes from the March meeting
were read and approved. The treasurer's report was given.
Old Business

Preparations for the Hodag Hunt were discussed. Lowell Bur-
head will be in charge of Andregg Cave which has not been survey-
ed. Everyone agreed it would be difficult to survey, but it
would be nice to have a map for the guidebook. The possibility
of establishing a permanent rigging for the main pit was mentioned.

Steve Moon will lead trips to Yew Ridge Cave, which has only
e crude map available if anything. Rudy Fruszko will lead a trip
near Dubuque, probably to Kemling Cave. Mike Bounk will lead a
geological tour of Fayette County, probably including Dutton's,
Soward's, and the Wet C~ve area.

There is a new ranger at Maquoketa Caves State Park and ,like
Bounk has contacted him. He seemed receptive to grotto activity
within the park. Vertical training was brought up and details
reviewed. There was also disagreement as to the existence and du-
ties of the Grotto Safety Coordinator.
New Business

Another lengthy discussion on grotto finances took place.
Costs of publishing have risen dramatically since the Intercom was
published regularly. The possibility of raising dues for 1988 was
suggested. Other methods for cutting costs were reviewed, includ-
ing putting advertisements in the Intercom and alternatives to pho-
to copying.
Trip Reports

Larry Welch reported that he; Beth Patel, and Mike Lace ventur-
ed to near Spong Siphon and leads off Pete's Pipe in Coldwater Cave.
Also in Coldwater, Stacey Cyphert took some novices on the ~~nument-
~ell Pipe tour as well as taking a trip up the North Snake with
Bryan Bain, Mike Nelson, and Scott Dankof.

Lowell Burkhead discussed a trip to see The Ultimate Sand Pile
"1ith Dave Schwendinger. Lowell was not impressed, so they went to
Doll Cave instead.

Three survey trips to Floyd County were made to finish up the
Jessie James survey work.
Future Trios

Loren Schutt expressed interest in going to Soward's Annex or
to Hatfield Cave.
Publications

An article in the Windy City Grotto newsletter had an inaccur-
ate account of the Miller's Cave incident.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:20.

TRIP REPORTS

Bixby, Cool and Backbone Caves
Jan. 17, 1981 ??? Rudy Pruszko, Doug Snowbarser

We picked a cold Saturday morning to go on a cave hunting trip.
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~7e confirmed th"t Rt; 3 Cave 'flasno longer enterable due to the
reconstruction of Rt. 3. The cave still exists but would take
extensive work to open up the entrance for human passage.

~e then proceeded to Bixby State Park and visited Bixby
Cave which was iced over toward the back. The jacks were still
in place. Also Cool Cave was investigated and traces of gypaum
~:..a:"'e found. The cave ~l.qS a narroT'" crevice .....,hieh could only be I'ush-
ed for about 20 feet.

Next we went to Backbone State Park to Backbone Cave which is
a well travelled CRve. There was about 125 feet of passage with
no speleothems to speak of. We did find a couple of Pipistrel
bats in the cave.

Coldwater Cave, Winneshiek County
January 17, 1987; Dave Ecklund, Sue Ecklund, Hike Nelson, Bill Nel-

son. In: l2:30pm, Out: 7:00pm. ~.Tater7.60"

The Spong, though always formidable and dangerous, is be-
coming familiar enough to me that I believe that in the future
I may be able to do it without a light, thou~h I will always have
at least two lit lights in my hand. Not having to actually use
them allows me to concentrate on safe movements and read the ceil-
ing ahead of me with my toes to determine the best route. Braille
caving?

Sue and I both bashed a leg in the open area immediately be-
yond the siphon. Nothing too serious.

Bill did some "Nor't-Tegian Rock Dancing" at the climb do~.,n in
the 3rd large room before the Tuna Sea. This area, though not
really tricky, requires more caution and watching each other than
~e have given it in the past.

~e gave the Tuna Sea a thorough looking over this time thru.
There were two leads on the left side (entering), one of which was
checked out on the survey trip_ The second ~e dug out on our re-
turn and found "Sue's Dome", really more of 11 fissure that cor-
responds to the ceiling joint below it, heading back out over
M.S.P. * about 12' above it. Dave climbed this a ways but opted
to save it for a future trip when he had his coveralls along.

There is a dig, between these two, on the right side. It will
take a bit more effort, but will be done on a future trip.

We marched on through "Beyond Tuna Sea", stopping for a mo-
ment to ponder and admire the dome. Stopping at the gravel bank
opposite Pyramid Passage, we dropped our gear, reviewed our signals
and prepared to dive the "Scandawhovian Sump".

Bill and I slipped into the first cross joint, re-reviewed our
signals, tied a rope to my leg and off I went. It took a few mo-
ments to determine the looks of "surface" from the rock, but it
was there, within a body length. I returned for breath, told Bill
what was up and slid through to a cross joint bigger than the first.
Voice contact was still possible through an air space on the left
side of the passage (entering). I got enough slack to try another
dive and found air space within a short distance again. Returning
to cross joint #2, I had Bill call Sue into 91 and turn the rope
over to her and then join me in ~ 2. Then I slipped into 13, and



found we still had voice contact. A dive wasn't neccesary to get
into '14, although I vie>Ted it from undenrater first, I sa>T that it
should connect with #3 and found enou;h air space on the left to
slide through.

Still within voice contact, I found out that I was just about
to "the:.end of my rope". Sue and Bill had" couple of feet of
rope each with a little slack bet>Teen each of us. I decided to
try to see if there was a ~5 within reach.

Popping under the rock I felt disappointment at first, more i _
magined than real, since the spacing of joints had been more than
one could hope for, and another >Tithin reach of my abilities and
length of rope left seemed too much to hope for. There was no sur-
face within the beam of my light, but I scootched to the right side
of the passage, and there was surface. Returning to #4 I caught my
breath and told Bill I was going for one more. I was shivering pro-
fusely by now, not violently. Thanks to my trip into Dutton's sans
>Tetsuit, I was aware of my tolerance to the cold, and when I was
getting close to my limit.

A few deep breaths and another duck under and I was in an-
other air space as far as I could hope to go on this expedition.

The feeling of looking around and finding I was in a passage
instead of a cross joint was tempered by my previous experienc~ of
finding the Scandawhovian SumV at the end of Beyond Tuna Sea and the
the rope on my leg. I could see 60-80 feet o~ very plain passage
with 4' of airspace curving gently to the right (north?ll).

Ue all returned to Beyond Tuna Sea to shiver and talk of hO>T
we had each gotten so cold we were about ready to call thin~s off.
Glad ''''edidn't.

Before I go on, I should insert here a fact I discovered a-
bout "sumping". I '..,asaware and confident of my ability to S'..rim
underwater a given distance at neutral or slightly negative bouy-
.?ncy. ?ositive oouY<J.ncyis .s..diffetmt deal. :ushing yourself off
t~e ceiling and sliding along is very similar to negotiating a bel-
ly crawl where one must lift oneself up on fingers and toe5, move
as far as one can, re-position, ~nd do it again. Sr:icient move-
~?nt will come with practice but speed will never come.

3till shivering, we had a birthday party for Sue, 2te c~ke,
and discussed our plan of attack. In the offing is a %'~~G~cured
by dirt scre,.,s(doggie style yard stakes) and face masks for all.
I believe it >Tould be prudent to survey during the push trip too,
probably after determingin the extent of cave to give us the op-
portunity to warm back up. A co~pass s~ot and measuring cf the
sump itself shol,ld be attempted at a minimum.

en the return trip, I photographed the Beyond Tuna Sea area.
In retro-spect I should have gotten a couple of shots of the "Scan-
dawhovian Sump" area and Pyramid Passage. Oh ,.,ell,next time. I
took a couple of pictures in the first big room by the Spong and a
couple of after shots on the M.S.P. side of the Spong.

All in all, a very satisfying cave trip. We lied to all but
a few about our find, partly because of the virgin cave fever that
gripped so many people after the initial discovery of Beyond Tuna
Sea and also because of learning not to get my hopes too high con-
cerning the extent of the find.
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I did mention this to Bryan Bain, as I wouldn't want to k~ep
a secret from him any more than I would want him to keep one from
:::.e.

An off week trip is in the works wit11 a back up te~m already
volunteering it's services.

Coldwater Cave, \linneshiek County
January 17, 1987; Mike Lace ?77, Larry Welch, Stacey Cyphert

Larry, Stacey and I journeyed downstream to the dome up-
stream from T~:;fn Domes. He met Bryan Baln 2.nd a group of ~';is.
cnvers at the ~lell Pipe Passage and they acconpanied us to the dome.
A joint cutting roughly perpendicular to the main passage con-
tains a crawlway on the left (facing downstream) and a'ceiling
crevice (on Right) which led to a large, decorated dome. The crm,l-
way is accessed by crawling up a mud and rock embankment which
contains several rimstone dams. A constant water flow exits this
side passage, indicating a promising lead. Bryan Bain and Norb
Kox examined the crawlway while I attempted to enter the dome.
The first attempt at climbing approx. 10' up to a pinched area in
the crevice was unsuccessful, the pinch was too tight. Larry
and Stacy decided to go dmmstream to Twin Domes while I rested
at the crevice. When they returned from Twin Domes I removed
my wet jacket and, with a boost, managed to squeeze past the con-
striction and into the dome. The room at the base of the dome
measured approx. 5' wide and 7' from the back wall to where the
floor opened to the crevice. Most of the floor near the walls of
the dome was covered with flowstone and small stalagmites (2"-6"
high). The dome is approx. 22 m high. A narrowing of the dome
walls (about 4' wide) is located 12' up from the floor but a mass
of flowstone makes free climbing extremely difficult without dam-
aging the decorative wall. Beyond the narrowing of the dome walls
the dome widens to approx. 8' but no high leads were spotted.

We stopped at the end of Monument Passage on the way back up-
stream. Larry and Stacey did a little trowelling in the wet, mud-
dy crawlway in an attempt to open it up. Dryan, Norb, and Chuck
Larsen joined us and continued the digging while L£rry, ~tacey
and I ret~rned to the shaft and exited the cave. When the three
of us left the end of Monument, Larry said that by advancing ano-
ther 15' one could enter a portion of the crawlway that has a
ceiling height of about 2~'.

Coldwater Cave, Winneshiek County
Jan. 17, 1987; Norbert H. Kox, Bryan Bain

It was a busy weekend. With the college groups that went down, we
had 40 people in the cave. Chuck Larsen led part of our group
downstream. Bryan Bain and I followed about a ~ hr. later, catch-
ing up at the Monument Passage. We checked out ;-IellFipe Passage
"here a I<ell pipe actually enters the cave. Continu:ing do,m-
stream, Bryan and I turned off at the next left hand side lead
while the others continued.

The passa.ge ~'le followed ~yas i1lmost virgin. Only two others
had ever followed it, and that was many years ago. They told
Bryan about it and said that at the end of the nasty crawl
there "as a high dome with an upper level lead that they could
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not reach. This was' the virgin lead we were looking for •
.Th~.longJ 'l;"et, :nuddy crawl ~....ith vL!rious stlueezes 'Y1as ex-

tremely reminiscent of Tecumseh Cave at Horseshoe Bay, WI. The
passage intersected two nice domes about 50 ft. high, similar.
to. those in the Hississippi River section of Tecumseh.

We reached the last dome and assessed the situation, then
made plans for a future tri~.

On the 'l;"ay out ~I'le ""ent dO~'ln Honument Pass. to dig '!;.,here
Bryan had left off in Oct. We found several others d~gging
a,.,ay. I took a turn but was soon discouraged. Then Bryan
pushed through and was able to enter for a couple of body lengths
further. Hare digging is necessary, but the passage continues
~nd Bryan feels that it may open up into something big.

Hunters Cave 'J"oKs," County
Feb. 8, 1981 Rudy Pruszko, Dr. Curtis Wright, Jean Hauber, Paul

Willging, Paul Ward, Steve Brainerd, TJ Stickrod,
Jon Kunz

I took the University of Dubuque's geology professor and some mem-
bers of his class on a trip to Hunters Cave. The group was well
enthused and did very well in the cave. We covered 80% of the
cave. The.cave was quite dryas compared to a trip last fall.

The students were interested in doing more caving in which
I promoted the Iowa Grotto. Also the instructor was interested
in a possible future trip for additional members of his classes.
He will also inform me of any mines or caves he comes across in
his travels.

Jesse James and Coon Highwav Caves, Floyd County
February 14, 1987; Larry Welch, Beth Patel

Beth and I traveled to Floyd County on Sat. Beth was eager
to see newly discovered Coon Highway Cave and I ~anted to finish
a couple of survey loops in Jesse James Cave.

The entrance to Jesse James resembled an ice slide and was
somewhat tricky to negotiate. The goal for the day's survey work
was to shoot the final 2 loops of the "triple bypass" on the right
hand side of the cave. The survey went without a hitch, so most
of .the right hand branch has now been surveyed.

After closing the survey book we scrambled out of Jease James
and walked to Coon High"ay Cave. The ,-rind,,'asvery chilling, but
fortunately we had stayed fairly dry. We slid into Coon Highway
Cave and found it much drier than the previous weekend. The tour
"ent smoothly, with both Beth and I able to squeeze into the final
room. This room splits into 3 levels at its end, with the
upper level very promising. It "ill be a little tricky to push
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because a slip might. result in the caver bei~g wedged in a crevice.
Cn the way out we noticed B side lead that could be e~sily opened
with some disging near the entrance. ~e left the caves at around
7: 30.

Coldwater Cave, Winneshiek County
February 21, 1987; Larry Welch, Gary Engh, Bryan Bain

Gary Engh had barely stepped out of the MJB F-IOO Battel
Cruiser before he was being rer;uested to lead out through the
Pig Trough to Wanda's ~alkway. No arm-twisting was needed to
motivate Gary. Bryan and I were eager to go and were not needed
topside since Mike Nelson and Mite Bounk were graciously handling
the tourist trade.

He wal!:edfor the crowd to thin out before gearing up, getting
underground at about 12:15. We headed downstream to Cascade Falls
after deciding against bypassing part of Cascade via Dead Coon Pas-
sage. Cascade provided the caver with plenty of practice at hurdl-
ing rimstone dams and ducking to avoid countless low hanging
stalactites. The Pig Trough is a high lead on the right side of
Cascade, somewhat near the Bat Room.

The first stretch of the Pig Trough had a solid rock floor;
belly crawling was somewhat uncomfortable here. After a couple
hundred feet of this one passes Chester >~ite Dome and drops into
a mud sleazeway. This stretch was also belly crawl, but Gary dem-
onstrated an interesting method of sliding along on your back
through this area.

At the end of the Pig Trough we entered Wanda's Walkway, which
was far from walking height at this point. Downstream of the ju~
tion was a cons iderab le amount of breakdo>rn. l'e headed upstream
for a fairly long stretch of hands and knees crawl. The first
stretch was low and undecorated, but the passage gradually got
larger and more formations were seen.

Kenny's Ballroom is the first place to stand in ,uite a while.
This region of passage had a lot of rubble and breakdown piled
chroughout. After stretching out a few muscles we were stoop-
ing and crawling again. I was having problems with my pack; it
wouldn't stay strapped shut. After examination, Bryan determined
that I didn't have H'e straps threaded ~'lrongh the buckles properly.
After this was adjusted it worked very well the rest of the trip.

After Frog Junction there are 3 very low stretches where the
water was up to my chin as I crawled. After the first 2 we got
out of the water at Cramper Dome, and Gary said he thought we
were through the worst part. His memory was quickly refreshed,
because the' last low part was the longest andhad the least air-
space of the 3. The ceiling rose gradually, and we reached the
roomy confines of the Roundhouse.

Gary and Bryan changed carbide here, then we headed upstream
again. The passage started as a stoopwalk, but gradually got
higher until we were walking in a comfortable 12 foot high passage.
Formations were profuse in this walking passage. Many of the
speleothems were also fairly large in size, including some stal-
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actites with a very large circumference. Ue raced along 1uickly
in such large passage, slowing only to view the scenery. Bryan
and Gary were both acquainted with the survey in this area, so we
were able to ascertain when we had reached the final survey chip.
I was a little chilly, but everyone (including me) wanted to get
some survey completed. Bryan had lugged the tape with him the
whole way, so he really wanted to survey.

So, we started to survey, Bryan reading both forward and
rear sightings since he and I could not concur on our readings.
Gary kept book reluctantly, and I set the stations. Gnce we got
started tie moved r~ther quickly--it was a treat to survey in
Coldwater in a decidedly non-sleazy section. However, after a-
while I was getting very cold. Bryan and Gary surveyed on by
themselves for another 4 or 5 shots while I paced back and forth
to warm up. I pulled a.somewhat damp stocking cap out of my pack
and that helped too. The survey was tied off to a stubby little
stalactite on the left wall and the gear put away. liehad sur-
veyed 592 feet and were still not to the waterfall.

The rumble of the waterfall could be heard, and it was only
a couple hundred feet to the waterfall room. This was the larg-
est room I had ever seen in the cave, being about 60 feet from
entrance to waterfall, 40 feet wide, and 60 feet high. The water-
fall dropped about 15 feet, but by standing on some rocks only
about 12 feet was neede~ to ascend. The flow was tremendous and
the roar was impressive. A strong breeze came from the top of it
where large breakdown blocks and a high ceiling could be seen.
extending out of sight.

The cord Gary had used previously to scale the waterfall was
still hanging there and held weight. Never-the-less, the rope
stashed in the room '"as taken out and L0"Tell Burkhead's grappling
hook attached (Gary had carried the heavy heok on his belt).
Gary was 'unsuccessful in three tosses to get the hook stuck; the
third T,Tas a changeup that tested Bryan's dodging reflexes. I
was cowering bravely around the corner. Bryan tried tossing the
hoek and got it stuck on his first try.

Using a loop tied into the rope, Bryan tried to climb the
"Taterfall. It was impossible to avoid the water fl0'<"Thile
climbing. Bryan got near the top when his numbed hands were
loosened by the waterfall and he fell. Fortunately, he landed
with his feet on a flat surface and was not hurt other than a
sore ankle. The fall lowered enthusiasm for the climb and no
one else was game to give it a go. The next party will prob~bly
bring vertical gear.

The trip back saw the water level an inch or so higher in the
low spots, but that did nothing more than make things a bit more
uncomfortable. It was warm for Feb. and snow melt during the d~y
was causing stream level increases to nearly 11 inches in the main-
stream. Horning 101'TS"ere around 9 inches.

Ue finally emerged from the cave at about 2 am, minus the
grappling hook (still hanging from the "sterfall). It had snowed
and "as looking more like Febr:uary outside.



INTSRCOH 11

Cold"ater Cave,
Feb. 21, 1987

~inneshiek County
Norbert H. Kox,
K"iatkowski

Scott Dankof, Don Snith, Randy

Cold,.,aterVirgins •••
Scott, Don, Randy and I left at 11:45 am and headed down-

stream, directly for the upper virgin lead in the dome room.
;;e were equipped with a special self-hanging ladder, designed
and modified using the basic thought of Austrian Peter Ludwig,
in his plans for "the Unique Self-Climbing Ladder" (Sneleonics
4, vol. 1, no. 4, Winter-Spring '85-'86: p. 4-5). He used ny-
Ion, while we used cable. Our rungs were fit with ~ inch E}IT
couplings, and our hook was made from an S-tine from a farmers
drag. The hook is secured to the ladder by a caribiner, then
plugged into too top rung. Each successive rung is plugged in-
to the next, until the proper height is reached. Once hooked
onto the ledge above, just pull down, and presto, the iadder is
hung.

It "orked like a charm. Randy raised the pole; Don and
Scott guided it with nylon cords from each side. After Randy
had hung the ladder--and I had photographed the process--we made
the climb.

Randy, Don and I reached the lead, 16 ft. up, but when Scott
tried to climb a rock fell on his helmet and put out his light.
He was having trouble getting it going again, so he stayed down.
He were soon jumping with excitement at our discovery: a forty
foot high canyon passage. It ranged from 1-2 ft. wide, and even
3 ft. in places. The narrow straight passage reminded me of the
Stewartville Crevices in Mystery Cave, }m.

Our canyon was in two levels. After the first 50 ft. it
looked like it pinched out with flowstone, but Don noticed a
s~ueeze about 8 feet above the floor. I pushed through and found
another 20 feet of pas sase wit~ a 25 ft. high ceiling. This £In-
al17 choked off completely with flowstone.

~{e s11rveyed it before leaving, and Randy dubbed it Wiscon-
sin ~venue. Looking from the passage back toward the dome room,
the canyon continued partway into the roof above it, with a nice
display of flowstone. I snapped a picture. Then, from the bal-
cony, Don took a photo looking dmm into the room.

He made it back toward the main stream passage. All four
of us had our overalls ripped to shreds in the treacherous crawl.
~ie would like to see it called Tecumseh Passage because it is so
much like our own Tecumseh Cave, but traditionally the surveyors
name the passages at Coldwater, so maybe we will have to go back
and survey it.

ori the way back upstream we checked a lead about 12 feet up
the wall, by Orange and Black Dome. It looked like it went but
was tight. ;;e did not push it. Perhaps a smaller caver would
give it a go.

We found broken bottles, pieces of wood, and black walnuts
in the "Tecumsehll passage. The debris had to come in from a sur-
face sink. Bryan located several sinks in the approxinate vic-
inity. If a black walnut tree is near one of them, we can as-
sume it is the one.

I thought we were done with that upper lead, but now I
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want to go b~ck. I would like to set on the balcony nnd have
someone belay ~e up into the ceiling ch~mber, so I CQn cli~b up
~nd see if t~ere is qn openinz hidden somep12ce beyond the flow-
stone. Bryan says the ~lisconsin Avenue discovery is the only
passage of this tall narrow c3nyon type in the entire Coldwater
C.'lve.

We climbed ou the 97 ft. entrance shaft at 9pm, tired but
happy. We had once again conquered the unknown.

;/ilson Caves, Floyd County
Harch 11, 1987; Larry \Jelch, Greg ;.:cCarty

We got started at about 11:30 on a gorgeous 40 plus degree
day with almost no wind. Due to the nice weather, we decided to
do some surface work. We looked at the sinkholes on Bill's pro-
perty west of the highway, most of which were either dirt-filled
or debris-filled. Several near the railroad tracks were being
filled with rocK by Bill to try and limit their expansion. Cne
sinkhole shm<ed some bedrock, ",.!t had a lot of rock fill in its
bottom. It could yield a cave, but would be an ambitious pro-
j ec t.

On the other side of the road another promising sinkhole
on the northeast corner of Bill's property was partially ex-
cavated. A sledgehammer could be used here. :,nother sinkhole
on the south edge of the farn would benefit from a 31edgeh~mmer
as ~.7el1..

The most promising sinkhole seen was one just south of the
Coon Highway sinkhole. The raccoon sized hole at the bottom of
the sinkhole had been observed previously, but digging enthusiasm
had been tempered by the strong skunk odor in the hole. The skunk
smell didn't seem as strong this time and Greg thought it to be
promising, so 'He dug. A 1ar3e a.mount of rock ,,;ras removed ~.,ith
the help of a rock ha~mer and a 1arse prybar. The dig eventually
opened downward to a small dr5in in the bedrock. The dr7in was
filled ~ith dirt loosened by our di~ging, but it appenrs that
tIledr~in might be enterable if the dirt ~ere re~oved.

".Ie took a look at the Eenp :-:01enext to see ~,.Th2.t ~:i:,:e:'.~el-
son had been up to. L lot of rock ~1GS renoved from the crawl-
'lay and tossed into the lower level. Nothing looked very pro-
mising in the crm'lb"ay, but a good bit of unreGchable cave ...'1£15

visible through a low slot. The slot looked to be of pretty 90-
lid rock, and we didn't push it. Water noises could be heard a-
head as j,.]ell.

To finish things off, ~e ~ent into Coon Hizhway C~ve. In
the high room at the end of the cave the ~indow at the end of the
lower canyon was seen to have passage beyond. The rocks form-
ing the window were attacked and found to be fairly loose. ~7ith
some tro"i'7eling, one could advance another 5 feet of belly crm'Tl.
Here the pass~ge goes left throu3h n keyhole and continues for at
least a few feet. ~:ore digging will be necessary to set t~rsugh
this keyhole. On the way back I tried to push the side c2nyon
~here the cave drains. About 0 feet w~s covered before I had
seen enough. The cave be;o~d appears l2rger en~ e sianific2nt
breeze 't'Tas coning fron ahe.:.d. T:e left the cave a.round 7: 30 PI:'
~nd decided to c~ll it a day.
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Horsethief Cave/Indian Bluff Area
1.L::.rc:1 17, 1987;

I began di~:;in3 in a sn:.-~ll cr::.~"l~'lny spotted by Steve ;':oon.
some weeks earlier. 3x~andin8 on Steve's ~!or!~,I tJ2nn3ed to ex-
tend the ~ry p3ssaZe Rnother 2-3 ft. ~nd cle~r out the p~s3c:e e
end b. rerncvins some tree roots and lo~lering the floor a few. inch-
~B. Tile diggins ~lRS e.::.sy since the .(ill co~sisted or 30::t dirt
~:nd 11 li:.tle s.J.nd. T:.....e passage (to date:' me::'Sllres :::1:-on: 1:' ft.
in len3th, 3 ft. ~Jide and 3~ ft. hiSh (at the entrance) nnd 2 ft.
~ide by 2 ft. high at the end. Cne can see about 4 f~ into a 4
inch ~irspace at t~e top of this triangular Sh2?ed ~assa2e end.
Ho floor h3S been re:ched st this point nnd clearly tl:2 ?~ssage
continues but ~ost of it will h~ve to be e;;cavated.

\-. /1(}tl( WilLL

~

'----' -----/'Z ./
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(IrJYC~ /..@'I@/ .:ifl1l1tJ.. ' __ -s.~,
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t(~o~~
I-Jf'1lr Of' nee;;.,)'
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~fter ex~cining a fe~ ani~al runs near t~e ~orsethie~ Ceve
~n':.r::.r!.ce I entered the c(~ve. :io bets uere spotted but numerous
3~id~rs ~,'ithripe egn sacks along the ceiling were evident. I
didn't see any leads in the D~in c~ve but I did see ~n iatere5tin~
?osni~ility in an :nin~l run located ne~r th2 cut-~round ?aSS8ne
at the top or the rock Otltcrop, above the c~ve shelter. 7~iG an~
inal r11n is bo~y-sized ~t the entrance blJt pinc~es down to a 10
inch ceiling heiGht. Cne can see about ten reet into a 5 ft.
wide animal run with a mud floor that seens to slope downward at
the back. The run heBds into the hill out a gced de~l of digging
~Jould be required in order to squeeze into it.

Jessie Ja~es Cave, Skunk C~ve, Vuttons C~ve
I:arch 28 & 29; 1987; :dike ?lelson, Aaron Helson, Jrett 3,:.;,::n50n, Kev-

in Swanson, Mike Zbsen
Tourist ~,Jeekend
We made the acquaintence of Brett, Kevin and ;.:ike,all from New

~righton, Minnesota, back in June of '85, while spending a weekend
at Taylor Falls, Minnesota, jumping from the basalt cliffs into the
St. Croix River. We had maintained corespondence, ffildduring a trip
up to Visit them in the summer of '86, they had taken Delores and me
to the "caves" that were formed b~'the mining of sandstone for the
manufacture of glacs. They showed no little ability or enthusiasm in
these somewhat risl:yman made caves, that proVided a labyrinth of
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large "trunlrrasoagea ", climbc and crawl .....ays. '::etalked of getting
together to cave in some real cave, but it took ~10ther year before
these guys could all manage to get away from their jocs and school-ing at the same tLJe.

We got an early atart on the 28th, so as to get a look at Jessy
James Cave and be out of the way before Larry Welch and Mike Lace got
there to work on the survey. They enjoyed this, their first cave, im-
menaly, and being intelligent and sensible conservation minded types,
needed very little in the way oi' "dos and don'ts".

We then rolled off towards Skunk Cave and I intended to walk out
and check on the status of Blazzel::"Sink, on the way. I';aterin the
stream bed at the bridge indicated that the walk would not be necces-ary.

At Skunk, we readied ourselves quickly and entered. None of them
balked at the key hole, tho it took several tries to convince Kevin
that he could indeed fit. He had just returned, sun burned, from a few
da;rs in Texas, and transferred a few layers of skin to t1:einner sur-
face of his clothes while negotiating this tight spot. We took our
time, and all enjoyed the diversity of this cave.

Next on our agenda was t1:e resurgance ofCWC. They were awed by
the shear vertical drop there, and the second &~d third hand stories
of the discovery of Iowa's largest and most challenging cave.

Supper at the Deluxe, in Decorah, offered a surprize. They've
revamped the menu, many of the standard offerings have been replaced
with equally tempting dishes. In particular, ':'theSaturday evening
special is no longer ribeye steak. It's been replaced by an 8 oz.
surloin, for $'5.75, with the usual trimmings, that will satisfy the
average famished caver. The saut'eed musbJooms are now unavailable.
They still have them deepfried.in'batter, but the originals shall be
misGed. Unfortunately, I had to drop the cafe's rating to 3 star when
they failed to b~ve any Burgundy on hand at such an early hour. of theevening, unexcusablel

After our repast, we visited Dunning Spring, where we were all
startled by what at first appeared to be a pterodoctyl with a 25'
wing span, but turned out to be a pidgeon. I hate it when that happens.

We were too full and complacent to do mQre than just stick ournoseD into the ice cave.
Heading south near dusk, we were planning on camping at Dutton's

Cave county park. However the weather turned rotten, and as the rain
got worse, we opted to get a cheap motel room. Haggling with the pro-
prietor for a'room we could afford seemed a bit odd. We ended up with
a dry roof over our heads and one double bed between the five of us
for 825.00, and room to snread our sleering ba[s on the floor. It turn-_
ed out''t'o'-bea'true bargdn' ;';iienthe light snow in the forecast turned
out to be a spring blizzard.

In the morning, we piled our sleeping bags into the truck, post-
hacte, and made tracks for Dutton's Cave. With me being t~e only mem-
ber of our part;)'with ..adequate foot wear for the change in weather, our
roamings were severely limited. This, along with the fact that changing
into day old cave clothes is unsavory even under the best conditions,
inclined us more towards sightseeing than the activities we had rlar~ed.

The road into Dutton's, surprizingly, was open and navigable.
Descending thru the trees with their rich wet black bark ~ilhouetted
beneath the fresh coating of white was strikingly beautiful. Circling
the parking lot, once, we wheeled over to Falling Spring. There we were
greeted by freshly stretched fence decorated with "no hunting- no tres-



pa3sin~" si~ns. .~ 3t'::.yed c1:=.::.r o~ t'~e:-,~, ~,:1::: ";i11 cC:l.tinue to do
so until it is deter~ined if t~c Io~~ Grotto'3 o~en ?er~iGsion to
*:'0t'k 2nd e::?lore in this :'.Te.:l h~;. .::150 been revo;.:ed.

Thus daunted, ~e picked out t~e 30st scenic rO\lte 2-
V.<l.il.:;ble,:lnd de?<::_rt~dt!lru th'2 blo';lin;;'3nC~'l:or :--,cme.

I G~ve them t~e ~ddress of the ~:S3 ~nd hope tl12t tlleir in-
terest and this t~ste of c~ving will soned~y le2d then deeper in-
to the rC<3.l;:\ •.

lead trip, ::itchell County
~?ril 4, 1987, ~!ike Nelson

I fin~lly got into the most promising set of sink holes in
the vicinity of the town of llitchell. T~is w~s the 1~r3est,
deepest series in the area, but there ~as not so ouch as a sli-
ver of bedrock, one obvious drain, or any sign of an animal run.
Two of them did have beautifully hand crafted native limestone
retainer walls, built to retard erosion, that did give De a ni-
nor start.

Picture Rock Park_~ and Doll Cave, Jones County
_\pril 5, 1987; 1.0well Burkhead, Dave ScYmendenger and Babe the

Three Legged Dog

Dave, Babe the three leSBed dog and I went to work on 3teve
Moon's dig in Ficture Rock Fark. After looking it over for
a while, we all three decided it ~lasnlt worth digging in. It
is a remnant of an old cave that formed along a joint that is now
the rif,ht wall of the ravine that the road follows into the val-
ley. There is at most 50 ft. of passage to -;.rnereit comes out
of the other side of the rock it goes through. Tl1en just up-
hill from there, the joint is solutioned J'!~ _11 the way to the
surface and a large rock has collapsed into the cave. If any of
the cave remains, it would be fart~er uphill yet and it :~o~ld r8-
'luire a major vertical dig to ~et down to t~e entr2nce. There'3
a good chance that there's a cave there ~orth digging open, but
not where the present dig is.

Next we ate some lunch while Babe jumped into the river and
~'lentlooking for something else to do. '.Jhileon the Hay ~1e p.1SS-
ed a sign that said anti~ues we had to stop. The antique seller
said that the only cave he knew of was over yonder beyond those
evergreens, so t-Te ~,.;rentto have a look. Ue found a creek ",.;ith.:l
bluff line and Babe jumped into the water. After a quick look
into the many cave entrances we found, we went b,.ck to the car
for the caving gear. ~e fired up the lamps and looked around for
a while. Dave explored the rest of t~e cave ~hile I recovered
from a 10',.blood sugar atteck. \ihile doing this, the cave looked
more and more familiar until I was sure it was Doll Cave. I hadn't
recognized the e~trance because we ~alked in from the ~rong dire-
ction and at the wrong tine of the year.

It ~l,:1S J. good trip though because ~'le found this great 'Ina-:"l'
cave and Dave had never seen it before. ~,ihntbetter use could a
beautiful spring day be put to? A picture perfect day with bats,
caves and everything.
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Jessie James Cave, ~ilson C~ve, Floyd County
/.pril 4, 1937; :.:-ike Helson, LE'.rry -;elch, 3eth Ptltel

Larry finally got sorn~ re~l ~lelp out of De on his survey
project. ~':i!':e Lace and Stacey Cyphert Hho hc3.d ,::.ided him thus
far h20d comr.1.itments at school. lie had C1 fe~.r loose ends to tie up,
so I took lead tape, Larry brought up the other end ~nd took the
conpa3S and clinometer readings, and Beth did the book. :,~e shot
out the entrnnce sink, then out the small openinG in what was
once the second entrnnce. :1e tied tl1ese together outside, then
plotted across to :1i150n Cave. r~is was to deter~ine the rela-
tionship of the terminus of l~ilson Cave. :;e're also sure ~e'll
be glad we did set a station ~t the entrance to ~lilson in the e-
vent that we ~ver survey it.

Having tried ~nd failed many ti~es in the ?ast to s~~eeze
into ~]ilson C~ve, I h~d to 3ive it anothergo, as long 29 we ~ere
rizht there. Cn my back, it ~fas impossible. Zven in a position
on oy side, thet I h~d never tried before, I zot wedged fir~ly
at the hips. Not ready to give up yet, squirming around, and in
a series of naves th~t only ~ncd me fr3ctions of ~n inch e~ch,
I found that I had ~otten my tightest part t~ru t~e c~ves boul-
'iar choked entra~ce, itls tiflhtest part. Then like the fool t~ct
r ..'tD, I told Larry t'1hat I hsd done. R...\TS! Hm.T I 1-::no";1 the.t 1111
~e e:tpected to try to get t~e rest of me t~ru sooner or l~ter.

I llad to leave earlier than Larry and Beth, who returned
to Jessie James Cave to work on sane of the cross section draw-
ings. There were a few details that Larry tia~ted to rec!'teck, but
I believe that this pretty t":1uch ended the field ~1ork and no~..t
h~ must assemble his d3ta into a na? The hopes and best wishes
of ~ll who participzted in this endeavor 20 out to you Larry, and
",,';'2.":!:::nt you to ;{:1C-.~ th: ....t there I s llcv~nll ~:::::ey on ,:ihet;:.e:: it I s :i:1-
i3:1~d ~nd in b7 t~~ en~ of th~ s~nester!

Cold~!l3.ter C.:lve,
_.?ril 18, 1987;

tJinneshiek,County
3tace7 Cyphert, JrY2n Bain, Mike ~;elson, Scot Jan-
kof, D011g Sch~uecker

?lans for lead checking in upstream passages ~lere :iuic~ly
chcngc~ wh~n the need to head a tourist trip arose. Four friends
of a grotto member who was not able to attend required a guided
tour. Doug and r took the group en a three hour round tri~ pic-
ture taking tour do~n to the ?illar-of-Li~ht-"~rising-fro~-the-
L~k2-of-Divine-Re3scning. Doug and the sroup t!len s~fely ex-
ited the CRve and I ~las joined by Bryan, :~ike and Scott.

The four of us ~roceeded upstream to ~~orth Snake Passage
~here we crawled until we encountered a tight squeeze over some
breakdown. There appeared to be a tight lead to the left 2t this
point which we did not pursue. Bryan, ~Iike, and I ne20tiated Otlr

way through the squeeze and orocceded toward BowD2n's Jome. To
our 3mazement, in the middle of the ti~::t pas3a.~e, n..,.s 2..p~_e
of human fec~l material porti~lly covered with a ~love. T~8 fe-
c~l material was providing nourishment to several ~us11rooms. One
C3n only imagine the struB31es SODeone underwent to ~e~ove ~ wet-
suit in these ti~ht ~uarters. This ohstacle toc w~s Succe~s-
full;, overcome -:lnd Y.7e re£:ched BO'~..,nan's Dome •. '\ possible lead



~lJcve ~ 'r~terf~ll ..~~s o~served b~!t not ?ursued ~t ttis ~i~e.
.:.n t~i.en join~ri ::ike L.:J.ce and L.::rr:r "~~lch in ~et~'.s :i?e, Hil:e
~cott contin1led on coll(!ctinS ~"n.ter s.~:TIples, and I e::ited the

Jessie James C,::.ve,":11son Cave, F~oyd County
A?ril 30, 1937; rake :1e130n, Lwrry ;-:elch

~r:'-
2nd
c.::.ve.

•

Larry and I spent 2bcut 3 hours in Jes~ie J~~es Cave tak-
ing c~re of anotl1er batch of loose ends. ~ ceiling hei~ht here
~nd t~ere, rechecking sane shots, plotting into the low ~ater fil-
led p~ssage •••Climbing to the balcony ~t t~e Junction ~oo~ to
Jet ~ ceiling ~easurement, I noticed a little ~~ssa~e ~bove it•.
I'}ot dO":ln this to -:.;rhere .•..le could get the ta.pe to t1,:e very top
of the Junction ~oom, over 6.5m ~bovc t~e station. Larry h~s o-
ver 600' mapped and ~nother 50-60 ft. wouldn't be too difficult
to :}ick up.

"iith the ;.lorkout of t!le~'lay";'1el'lentto ""lilsonCave to
~lay. Larry, 10-15 lbs. lighter and a couple of inches shorter
th~n ne, asked who should try squeezing thru the boulder choked
entr2nce first. ?ointing out this difference in our anato~:" and
asking how ~e would feel about being inside with ~e stuck in a-
mongst the boulders answered that question. I tried the 2ngle
th3t felt promising on ny last attempt, bu~ couldn't ~end enough
to follow the passage. ~Ioving a couple rocks for SOQe elbow room,
I made several more attempts with no real luck. Y.!henLarry tried
everything I had .nd a few inprovisations of his own and didn't
get in, we were forced to either take it as a personal challenge
or lose hope. ~fter considering a little of the latter, we opted
for fue former. A number of sub5e~uent tries by each of us was
finally rewarded as Larry disappeared '~to the boulders head first,
leaving rne to stare ~s his feet vanished and wonder how 116 could
reverse those moves to 3at out. After a quick look at t~e ent-
~~nce ~rea, he surprised me by exiting the cave in the position
I ~~d deemed most promising for De to enter in. So thus ins~ired,
I 3~ve it another go. 3umnoning up a r~g doll state of ~ind, I
forced thru the roclt] entrnnce and bunched up acccrdian st?le
'-.:ntilcompletely i!1,then unfolded aronnd the right c..n~leturn
into the c~ve proper. T~king a little look around, I sllortly ?Op-
ped back out of this inposing poser of a sink hole entrance. It
had been a sufficient challenge for us and we left further ex-
ploration for the day that we hove adequate back up th~t may al-
so be interested in surveying.

~le wandered around to some of the other sinks on Bill's f2rn
to see how they looked with all the ice and snow gone. There are
some good lends worthy of digging that await any ambitious group.

OzarK Region Cavers Speleofest, Kissee ,!ills, 1,0
(Beaver Creek Cave, Jones Cave)
April 25 & 26, 1987; 3ryan Bain, 3ruce Bain

The first ~nnua1 Czark Region Cavers Speleofest (ORCS)~as held on
the last \'leekendof .....pril near Kissee talIs, !-;C. :.:y brother Bruce
Rnd I m~de the R hr. drive to the beautiful heart of t~le 0z~rks.
Sever~l led trips were offered plus self-guided trips for the nor~
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adventurous ty~es th2t enjoy getting lost. Special tri:.:,s to i.:;ar-
el Cave, a nearby show cave, had been coordinated. ~lso fectured
~lere field trips to the Ozark Underground Labor2tory, ~hich in-
cluded a sur~ace tour and a trip into Tu~bling Creek Cave. Bruce
and I did some sightseeing, then checked out Beaver Cree~ Cave,
which was close to the campgrounds. This C2ve is reported as
havin3 over 1000 ft. of passages. Next we joined up with ~ ~rork
tri? to Jones CcJ.ve, located not far frem t~1e .\.rl:cns<?3-i.:issouri bor-
der. 3veryone ~3S is-ued a garb~8e b~3 to ?ick up trQsh as ~e
~rent. A~ot~ler ~roup had already carried out countless l'eer c~nG
and bottles but t~era was still plenty hidin3 in little nocks and
cr~nnies for us to ~ind. There w~s sctuall] a nice c~ve there
once the mcssive £!.r.10unts or trash get removed. ...11 this .:ctivity
worked up a h'lnger so it ~as of~ to the all-ycu-c2n-eat b~n~uet.
?olloHing the ::le21 T{Tas3. present.~tion 0::-.. c:~'1e r~stor.:.tion t':len a
rOQ.ring "1'1hiteman's;! bonfire. I hl2,~rda couple of ccoplnints ~l-

bout noise bilt I felt this was mostly unjustified. 7h8y are hop-
ing for c second event in June of 1988 •

••••••• !1hat the Heck •••••••••••••
----The answer to the c,uiz on the back of the J~n./?eb. 1987
Intercom is Cvclocrinites dasyclad a green, c21c~reous fossil
~11ae from the Silurian strata of Iowa. In Iowa, this fORsil
is found only in the Cyclocri~ides beds. This unit whic~ is
sbout 30 feet thick is a ~zjor C2ve be~ring unit in the Iowa
Silurian. Among the caves found in this strata ~re E1Jnters,
~!crdens, Dance'h8:1}., 2.nd Indian Bluff.
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