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Sam and Loulsa Bverett, 86 and 90 years of age respeotively, bave
weathered togothsr some of the worst experiences of slavery, and as they.
look baok over the ytars, oun relate these experiences as olearly as 1if

they had huppened only yesterdaye

Both were born near Norfolk, Virginia and sold as slaves several timas
on'nearby plantationse It was on tho'plantatlon of *Big Jim® MoClain that

they met as slave-ohildren und departed ufter Bmancipation to live the lives

of frez peoples

Sum was the son of Peter and Betsy Everett, flield hands who spent long
back-breaking hcurs in the ootton fields und came home at nightfull to oulti-
vate their small gardene They lived in oonstant fear thut their master

would oonfiscate most of their vegetables; he so often dide.

loulsa romembers little ubout her purents and thinks that she was sold
at an enrly age to a separate masters Her nume as nearly as she oould re-
member was Norfolk Virginia. Everyons oalled her "Nore® It wus not until
after she was freed and Mmd sent her ohll&ron to sohool that she ohanged

her name to Louisae



Sam and Norfolk spent part of their ohildhood on the plantation of
*Big Jim*® who wmas very oruel; often he would whip his slaves into inaensi--:
bility for minor offericese He sometimes hung them up by their thumbs when-

ever they were 6au;ht attempting to escape-=ver fer no reason atall."®

3 &z

On this phntuuon. were more than 100 slaves 'holworo mated indis-
oriminately and without any regard for family unionse If their master
- thought that a certain man and woman might have strong, healthy offspring,
he 'foroed them to have sexual relation, even though ‘tboy were married to
‘other slaves. If there seemed to be any slight reluotance on the part of
eithor of the unfortunute ones *Big Jim® would make them consummate this
relationship in his presence. He usod the same proocedure if he though a
oert.aiu oouple mas noet produoing ohildren fast enoughe He onjoyoq these
orgioga very muoh and often Ienterta.ined his friends in this manner; quite
often he /ﬁud his guasts would any.;'o in these debaucheries, ohoosing for

themselves the prettiest of the yoﬁng womene Sometimes they foroed the

unhappy husbands and lovers of their viotims to look one

Lonlu; and Sam w;io married in a very revolting mannere To quote the
wOoma ni

*Marse Jim An.a me and Sam ter him aynd ordered Sam to pull off his
shirt--that was all the MoClain niggers wore--and he said to me: Nor, ‘do
you think you can stand this big niygger?' Hz had that old bull whip flung
aorost his shoulder, and ihwd. that man oould hit so hard! So I jes said

'yassure I guess so,' and tried to hide my face 30 I oouldn‘t sce Sam's

nakedness, but he made me look at him anyhowe®



*tiell he told us whut we must git busy and do in his presence, and we
- bad to do 1te After that we were oonsidered man and wife. Me and Sam ws
& healthy palr wund had fines big bables, 30 I never hud another man foroed

on*me, thank Gode Siz was kind to me and I learnt to love hime®

Life or the NcClain plantutioh was a steady grind of work from morn-
ing untll night. Slaves had to rise in the dark of the morning ut the ring-
ing of the "Big House® balle After eating a hasty breakfust of fried fat
pork and oorn pone, they worked ia the fields uatil tho'. bell rung again at
noon; ét which time they ate boiled vegetables, rcasted sweet potatoss and
blaok .nohsan- This rood‘wu oooked in iron pots which had legs attached
to their bottoms in order to keep them from resting direotly on the firee
These utoﬁaila were either hung over a fire or set atop a mound of hot
conise Bisouits were a luxury but whenever they bad white bread it was
oooked in another thiok pan ocalled a 'lpfde;}'- This pan had a top whlch. w8

oovered with hot embors to insure tho browning of the bread on tope

§lave women bud no time for their ohildren. These were ocared for by
an 0ld woman who oalled them twiouw a day and fed them *pot likker*® (vege-
table broth) and sléf;od milk. Eaoh ohild was provided with u wooden laddle
whioch he dipped ifwo a wocden trod";h and fed himself. The oldoriohudun

fod those who were too young to hold a hd}:/lo.

" 8o exaoting waé'eig Jia*that slaves were foreed to‘wo'rk even when aioke
Expeotant mothers toiled in the fields until they felt their labor painse

It was not unoommon for babies to be born in the flelds.



There was little time for play on his plantation. Even the very small
ohildrea were assigned tasks. They hunted hen's eggs. gathered poke berries
for dyeing, shelled ocorn and drove the oows home in the evoning. Little

girlas knitted stookingse

Th’t' s nn‘ohnroh on this plantation and itinerant nlnis‘orl avoided
going there beocause of the owner's orueltye Very seldom wore the - slaves
allowed to attend neightoring churohes and still rarer ioro the oppcrtunitics
to hold meetings among themsslves. brtpn when they were im the middle of a
song or prayer tho;'iould be foroed to halt and ruan to the ®°Big lousee®
%oe to uny 3lave who 1gnored the ringing of the bell that summoned hin to

work and told him-wben he might "knook off® froam his laborse

lLouimsa and Sam last heard the ringing of this bell in the full of 1865.
All the slaves gathered in front of the *Big House® to be told thatAihny
were t{eo\tor the time beinge They had heard whisperings of the War but
did not understand the meaning of it all. Nowu'Blg Jin® stood weeping on
tho\pia:zu and ouiaing ;ho fate that had boog 80 oruel to yt- by rodbbing
him of all his *niggerno® He inguired if any wanted to remain uatil all
‘the orops were harvested und when no cne oonsented to do 80, he flew into a
rage; selzing his pistol, he began firing into the crowd of frightened
Kegroes. Some were killed outright and others were m2aimed for life. Fimlly
he was prevailed upon to stope He then attempted to tuke his own life. A
fow frightensd slives promised to remain with him another year; this placited
hime It was nescesciry for Union soldiars to make another visit to the |

plantation before *Big Jim® would allow his former slaves to depart.



Sam and Iouir: moved to Boston, door;ls where they )hnt.oroppod fos
several vears; they later bought a small farm when their two sons became
old enough to helpe They oontimnued to live on this homestead until a few
years ago, when ‘their advanoing ages aade it Deceseary that they live with
the chiildrene Botﬁ of the children had sottl;d in Plorida several years
previous.and wanted thoir parents to oome to themae They now live in Mal-
berry, Florida with the younger sone Both are pitifully infira but can
still romonbor‘tho horrors they esxperienced under very oruel owners. It
was with diffioulty that they were prevailed upon to relate aome of the

gruesome det:ils resorded here.
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