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AD 1ntal ... et1ng i.14usor1pt1on ot the> slave daya jUst prior to 

the War Between the states 18 ctwn by Ohrbtine Jlitohell, ot Saint 

Augustine. 

Chriat1D� was born'in slaft11" at Said JuguUu, r8111lin1DS 

on the plal'.tB't1.o n until iihe .,� about lD yean old • 

• 

During her alaYe dep sh8 bn J18J17 ot the slaves on plan­

tations ill the Saint .Augast1re noinity. Senral ot these,plautntions ; 

aha s&¥•; were ft1"'7 larse� end '  some ot th• he4 u JIUIDY' as 100 slaTes • . 
.· 

; The ex-slaw, who is now M years old, reoal18 that at least 

three ot the plantationa in the Tioimt:r wltN owned or operated b7 

MinoroB�J.�• She
· 

SIQ"B that the lllnoroau were popularl.J' ret.rre4 tct in 
• • I 

thl seaUon b "'!llrllbull•a D�ies," a n.e . tbty appar•t� resentect. 

'!his oaDSe4 Mtt" ot th-. llhe alaS., to drop or ohaql their .._s to 

Bpallish or .Alln'ioan •�· 

Chr1at1ne moved .to 'erDBD41na a few rears after her freedom, 

and there .l:lw4 near tha south8m tip ot Amelia �lu4� where Besro 
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ex-slaves lived. in a small settlement all th eir own. !hie settlement 

still exists, although many ot its 1'ormAr resideDiis are eith er dead or 

have moved away. 

. . 

Chriatine desoribes the lit tle Amelia Iel&Dd oollllllnit:y as 

practi cally selt-matain1ng, lta re•1denta rala1Dg �heir om tdod, meats, 

end othf?r coliiDOdities. l"ishing was a favorite '90Cat ion w1 th them, and 

some ot them established themselves oa small merchants or sea toods. 

Several ot thtt tem111es ot Amelia Island� according to th e 

ex-slave, ·were larae ones , and h er own relatives, the Drummonds, ware 

am:mg the largest ot these • 

Christine )lit ohell ree11rda herself' as one .ot the oldest re-

mining ex-slaves in the Saint .Augustine sect ion, and is very well known 
' 

1 

in the neighborhood ot her b)M at st. J'ranoia aJil Oneida streets. 
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I. Interview wit h eubjeot, Christine Drummond'·Jiitohell, O:De14a 
Street corner Saint �ranois, Sdnt· Aug\ist1ne, nor1da 
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