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Ghristine 1tchell

An interesting déseription of the slave days just prior to

the War Between the States is given by Christine Mitchell, of Saint
Angustine.

Christine was born'in slavery at Seimt Augistine, remaining

on the plantation until she war, about 10 years old,

~ During her slave days she knew many of the slaves on plan-
tations in the Saint Aumstinge vicinity, B8everal of these.plentations,

she says, were very large, end'some of them hed es many as 100 slaves.

, ; The ex-slave, who is now 84 years o0ld, recalls that at least
three of the plantations in the vicinity wkre owned or operated by
Mﬁmrcm. She says that the Mnorcens were popularly referrel to in
the section as ﬁmrnbull'l Darkies,” a neme they apparently resented,
This cemsed meiw of them, she claims, to drop or ohange their ammes to

B8panish or Amsricen SUrTRINFS o

Christine moved to Pernmandina a few years after her freedom,

and there lived near the southern tip of imelia Island, where Negro
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ex=-slaves iived. 4n a amall settlement all their own. This settlement

8till exists, although many of its former residemts are either deed or

have moved away.

.

Christine desoribes the little Amelia Island community as
practically self-sistaining, its residents raising their owm fdod, meats,
and other commodities. Fishing was a favorite wocation with them, and

some of them established themselves as small merchants of sea foodg.

Sovﬁral of the femilies of Amelia Island, according to the
ﬁ-shvo, ‘were large onos; and her own relatives, the Drummonds, were

among the largest of these.

Christine Mitchell regards herself as one of the oliest re-~
maining ez-slavos in the Saint Augustine sootion, and is very well known

in the neighborhood of her home at Ste. Francis aml Oneida Streets.
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