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FEDDRAL WRITERS' PROJECT '
American Cuide, (Negro liriters' Unit)
Monticello, Florida

James. Johnson Slave Interview

Tield Vorker , ‘December 15, 1936
Complete : '
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DPATITTCL CAMUPBLELL

Pationoe Campbell, blind for 26 years, was born in
Jaokson County, near Marianna, I'lorida about 1853, on a farm
of George,ﬁdllook. Her mother Tempy, bolohged tovBullook,
while her father Arnold Morritt, belonged to LEaward Merritt,
a largo nlantation owner. According to ratienco, her mother's
cvner was very kind, her fdthor's very cruel. Bullock had

very fow slaves, but Morritt had a groat many of thom, not a

fou of whom ho 8014 at the slave markets.

" Patienco spent moet “f her time playing in t‘e sand
when ehe was a ohilu, while hor parenta toiled in t 10 ‘flelds
for their respoctive bwnera. Her grandparcnts on her mother's
side bolongod to Bullook, but of her father's pebplo sho knew
nothing as "“they didn't come tc¢ this country." \‘hen asked

whore thoy 1ived,'she roplied "in South Carolina,"

Since sho 1lived vith her mother, Tatlonce farod muoh

botter than had sho lived with hey fathor, Ner mailn focds



inoluded meats, greens, rioe, corn broad which was roplaced by
bisouits on Sunday mq;ning. Coffce was made from parched oorﬁ

i

or meal and was tho-ohiqr drinke The food was cooked in large

" inon pets over an open fireplace and seasoncd with salt obtained

by ovaporatihg pea water,

_Viater for all purposes vas drawn from a well. In
ordor to got soap to viash wiith, the cook would save all tho
Agre;ae left from the gooking. ILyo was obtained by mixing oak
ashes with‘wntor and alloving thom to cecay. Tubs viorc nnde

frcm large barrola.

hen she was about ceven cr eight, Patience ascistod
other childron about her agc and older in pioking out cotton
geeds from.tho pickod ootton, After the cotton was vieighed on

improvod scalen, it was bound in bass nmade of hemb.

Spinning and weaving voro taught Tatience when she

was about tens Although the cloth und throad wero dycd various

et

oolorn;'éhé known only how bluoc was obtalned Ly allowing; the

indigo plant to rot in water and straining the boault.

Patioence's fathor was.not only a onpaﬁle t;eld'workor
but alao'n fininhod shoemakore. After tanning and curin; his
hidos by‘piaclnd thom 1n.r£ter vith onk bark for aeverul days
and then exposing them to the uwun to C¢ry, he would out out
tho uppers ani tho nolos after measuring; the foot to to uhiod,

'Lrhero viould be an inside sole as well ao an outslce sola taokod



togother by means of ‘emall tacks made of maple wood. .30w1ng’

‘was Qone on the shoee b, means of flax thread.

Pationco rememdors sqving the foathers from all the
fowl to mako fonther beds. She dooen't remeaber whon women
stopped woﬁring hoogs.in thelr skirts nor when bded lpringQ
ropladod_bod ropeps She doaa_remembar; however, that theae
thlngs'woro~uaed. She saw her first windaill about 26 years
ago, ton yenrn boforo she went blind. She rememders aecing -
bugLnoa durlnc nlaveny timo, littla light ocarrieges, aone |
with two wheela and some wiith tour, She never hoard of ony
monoy onlled "shin-plastors,” ond she bocame monoy conscious
during the war whon contbdomte ocurrenoy wa 1ntrod_uood. V/hen
tho‘aanOQ,woro ﬁiok.'they vore éivon castor ofl, turpentine

and mbd;binea-nade from various roots and horbs.

| 2atiénoeia master Jjoined ito oonfederascy, but her
fathor's master 414 not. Althoush Negroos could enlisct in .
the Southern nrmy if thoy desirod, none of them wishod to do
go but preferred to join northern forces and fight for the
thing they desired most, frocdom. IThen frdodom vas no longor
a dr@hm. but-é realit;, the erritts etartod 1ifo on their |
own aa'fazmeréi. Tviolve yéar:old Tationoe enterod'ouo'Ot the
‘8chools oatabliehod by the Frecdmon's Bureau. &he reocalls
the grndunl growth of negro settlomonts, the churches and tho
rise nna fall of tho e roes politioally.
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