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Jamea.Johneon 
·Fiel4 \'/orker 
Complete- · 
D8� rrorda 

. ·  3 pogos 

FEDERAL VntiTERS1 PROJECT 
American OW.cle, ( Negro \11'1 tera ' Un� t) · 

l!ontloello, Plor14a 

Slave Interview 
·Deoember·t�, 1936 

Pationoe Campbell, blinO for 26 yont•o, vms born in 

Jaokeon Count¥, near Marianna, rlor! da abollt 18:03, on a tam 
'' 

of Georse.Dullook. Her mother !empi, belonced to Bullock, 
.. 

while her . ta thor Arnold l1err1 t t, belonce4 to EO ward ,Uerri tt ,-

a lareo plautation owner. Aooordilll; to l'atienoo, her mothor'a 

owner wao very ldnd, her fothor'a very crnol. Bullock had 

very fov,. alaveo, bu.t Korri tt had o gront many of them, not e 

fm1 of ,,.1hom ho a old at the olovo meu.•kots. 

·. Patienoo s pent most of her time play1n& in ti.:.o sand 

when she .wo.s o child, while hor porenta toilod in tho ·:r1o1ao 

to.r· their _roepooti vo bVl!lers. Her eronllpnrcnta on her mother's 
, . 

si<lo boloneod to !11Uook, bat of he1• father's peo ple oho know 

nothing a a "thG¥ d1dn' t c ome to thiv country." \'/hen asked 

whorQ thoy 11ved,'ahe roplied "1n South Carolina." 

Sipce nho 11vot1 \'Ji th her mother, rot1onco foro'<l maoh 

bot tor thnn hod sho 11 ve�1· ,.;1 th hOl' tnthor. ner mnin focus 



inol�Ge4 menta, sroona, r1�1 oorn broad ·whioh waa roplaood b7 
. ,_ . . I 

b1ao�ita.on Sw1�ay morning. Cotfoe was •ado .from parched c ord 
• 

or meal ond waa tho ch1�t clr1nk. The tood was cooked 1ri largo 
.. :�\ 

i»etn. pots over an �pon·
·
tiroplace and aoaaonod tli th aolt obtained 

by evaporating oea water. 

, tJnter tor al� purposes ,-,as drown from n nell.· In 

ordor to 60 t aoa1> to \'JBBh \"11th, the oook \'JOllld nnve nll tho 

grease lett trom the 900k1ng • .  tyo waa obtaino<l by rnixin{; onk 

aoheo VJi th v1n tor nnd nllo\"'ine thom to co cay. !1\lbo \tore nmlo 

'£rcr:t l£1rgo llnrrola. 

lihon eho vtns about oevon· or oicht, Patience nociotod 

other Oh1ldron abou.t her 860 (\nd Older in p1ckill8 Ollt cotton 

ae eds tzom tho piokoc1 · oot ton. Att9r tho cotton na Tto1ched on 

1ntllrovod oooleo, 1 t w•o boWld 1n bees mode o:t hemp. 

Spim1.1na and wenv int; YJoro .taught ra tionoo v1hen llho 

VIas �bollt ten. Althoueh _tho cloth und throad were l'iYt'd va;riou.a 
�.--.:,/1.. � 

ooloro·, · nho known only how blue \'JUU obtninoa lly alloVJill(; tho 

1nd1ij0 plant to rot ln t/8 tor and 3 trein1116 tho ro�ul. t. 

Pat1onoe'8_ fathor \�a not on�· o capable t�eld
. 

norkor 

liut also ri f1n1ohod ehoemakor. After tanninc and curill{; his 

h1doa by_ plaoJ.nc thom in ..-.n te1• w1 th oak bark tor novo1•ol aayo 

ond then expos inc thom to tho u Wl to l1ry, he i·;ou.ld out out 

t.ho \lppern M<1 tho. oolos aftor meaourln0 tho foot to bo uhoa • 
. 

. I 
·There Vlo\llcl bo an 1no1do solo eo ,-Joll ao nn Oll tolC.o oolo tnoltod 



.. 
tosothor bJ means of'amnil tooka ma�o of mnple wood • .  Sewina 

was 4.on! on �he aho_ee. bJ means of flax thl'ea4. 

. . 
Pa tionoc, remembers s�v1na the feathers from all the 

fowl to mato tonther beaa. She 4ooan1t remember whon �omen 

etopped weuing hoopa ·in .tholr skirts nor whM bed apr1n&a 

roplooel1_ 
·
bed ropeo. She do� �emember, hol1evv, that tb.oae 

• 0 
tb1DBa \'181'0 ·u.a�d. She saw her first w1nc1m1ll abOu. t 36 yeara 

oao·, ton 1enro botoro ·.ahe went blind. !:iho remembers D091D£ 
: ,, 

bUCt�oa aa:i'lnC olaver¥ timo, little licht oarriocos, aor1e 
'· . . 

with tr1o nheels and oome nith four• She never hoard of � • • 0 

mono;� �11e4 �ah1n-piaa,ora," oncl abe booame mono1 oonaoiOWI 
. ' 

4l11'1De the \'181' whon Confodemte olU'renCJI 1'188 1Avo4.uoe4. \'lhen 

the alavea.v�ro qiok, t he1 woro 61von oastor oil, turpen�1De 

and mod_10JllG8 1!lOdl from V&rl0\1.8 roots and. barbae 
• 0 

Patl�noe's master jolnod tho oonfeaerao¥, bu.t her 

i'athor'a mnetor 414 not. Al:thQueh lfecrooa oou.l4 enliot 1n 

the Sou.tllern· nl'IQ.V if. thoy c1oa1roct, no no of thorn v11ehoa to cio 

so b\lt proter�d to Jolll no_rthorn ·to roes and flt;ht for the 

thine the7 desired most, frocdom. rlhu troodom Ylaa no lOftG01' 

a dre�UD, bllt a real1 t:;, tho !.terri tta atarto4 lifo OA· their 

own ao -farmer II�· !rrlolve J88r :olcl rat1onoe entered one ot the 
� \ . . 

eohoola -eotab11ahe4 by the Freo4mon 'a Bureau.. She re�al.la 
�- • • • 0 

the srn4�l crovlth ot lfeero aett1omon ta, tho ohurohea ond_ ·tho 

r1ao Mil fal.l pf tho l{e{�roee pol1t1onlly. 



Jamol w. ·Johnson 
F1el4 �7orkcu-

. Complete: 

FL."DERAL tiRITERS t l'ROJEC! . 
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REFtREDCE 

• 

. · 

�la•e IDterv1er1 
Deoamber 15, 1986 

Porsonal 1ntorv1ew.n1th.Pet1onoo Campbell, 910 Cherr1 
·;.·:··. 

Stroot, J.tontioollo, Flor14a. 
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