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- 

V- m E m S I ; A W C h V E R  N u m b e r  6 

Tho Ateelrsn Qver  [ fSSN 073F0481] I s  the  I marmf ttent pubL fmtf on of t h m  O l a e l  e r  Grotto of the 
Hat=ional Speleologlcal  SocCet$. t h ~ r i @ t  * ?9W by t h s G L s c f s r 6 r o t t a  k t 8 t j 8 L ~  not ccpyri.(ehtsd 
by ind iw lduds  or by other graupa n q  bs mplad by athar MSS h b l l m t f o n s  p r w f h d  credi t  I s  given 
t o  the abthor nrtd Kfhe ALaskBn Q v q  and a mpy i s  mnt t o  tha  Ed1 tor [address balar] .  Back I ssms 
mre m a i l a b l e  fm a 0  P r e d l n t  f o r  12 each. Sand ~r r t I cLe8 ,  Lettarst m 6  1-6, snnounoBrnent6, 

t r l  p reports,  csve aurvsya, d r a j n g g  photographer and ma f o r t h  diraetly t o  U i m  Edftor. Optnlane 
sxprssssd nimln a r e  mt rmwmwrl ly  t h ~ w  of Jha Alaa'kan h v e r r  ?he G t o d e r  G r o t t o ,  or t h o  HSS. 

h m h r s h l p  1s o w n  t o  a l l  Interastsd i n  Aloalmn psve diemvery, ~ x p l o r n t t o n ~  b8cr lp f ianr  wnrey, 
mappingr photography, @ ~ P ( I L O # S  morphologyl b i o l o ~ y ~  p o l o g j ,  h fa tory .  spsteopmnswfm and ather 

speleeen promems conssmatlon, M m g s w n S  mbventrss& and the f e l l a s h i p  uf AEssltan carers. 
Annral dues a r e  M 6  for Indivfduet or 820 f o r  ImiLy mmbarehlp. Add t B  t o  &an 1P w a r m a s  and 
aI mail p r s a g a  1s p g f a r r o d  mw 8ur9sca. Ins t i  FuElonsl mvbeeri ptlons are 820 per rdraa (6 4~sms) ,  

a r e  due an Janmry 1 and ere mant t o  t h m  Tremsurer (addrsss bet ar), payrble t o  G l a c l  m r  Gmtto. 
fhnm J ot ntng for  t h o  t l r a t  t lme  bsPemn Octnbmr 7 and Dember 31 w i l l  be mnsicbred ps4d through 
the f o i l a r t n g  yaar. Dws smtus I s  1 n d l m t a d  on t h e  malLtna LmbaL. Anchomga maat lnga  ara  h a d  a t  
S r S O p n  on the  mwndUsdnesday of uch menth [ L o ~ t i o n  I M o r a a t l o n  on back cnvrr]. Wetlines h o l d  I n  
n e a r  a r w e  arm n o t  ragularty rehedulsdl mnd m q  ba arranged through the mpproprlats Vi ca R e #  h n t .  

Nma Address afY S t Z i p  Hane Work 
FresIdmt J RmWdl t  Jr  29446norySt An&orageAK99508 277-7150 277-7B 
VP North ~k Geuser 1666 Carr h e  Fairbanks AK 99709 4566953 452-1414 
V P S b n t  h r v i n k - k l e r  POBox100738 hchorageM99510 212-8766 272-8766 
V P SEast Kev f n A1 1 red P 0 Box 376 Haf rws AX 99827 v ia  &INS" v l a  WNS' 
Secretary Jack Massie 3440 W 86th Apt 8 hchorage PK 99502 248-2047 349-8587 
Treasurer W Harvey Bwers305 S B a r t l e t t  Cr Wasilla M99587 376-2294 373-2247 
Ed4 tor  hrv inktz l er  P O B m 1 0 0 7 3 8  AncfiorageArC99510 272-3766 272-8766 
N J l k g 6 ? e p h v e K i f n g e r  POBox537 leav num WA 96826 54E-54897 54b5480t 
h g  Chad r Jd7n J a w n  17907 Tonsi ra Ct Eagle R i v  PK 99577 694-2953 694-2963 
MBnberdi; p h r l  Cl a s k  Sr P 0 &ax 2725 h l  mr AK 99645 current1 y no phone 
bnservatn J f m Ferpson P 0 Bax 20908 3 meau AK 99802 463-3829 789-3153. 
Cave Rescu Gene iKy i e 201 E 9th F6n 300 Anchorage r9K 99501 248-3297 271-2424 
* Messages may h annommd to W i n  daily via radfo statlm WUS a t  (907) 76&2020 

The area code f c r  Dave Kl inger i n  Leareworth, Wastrlngton i s (5095 (bth nunkrsl 

Cwer: Ella Allred fin Dimple  Cave, 1990 (PLWLE I V ) ,  Photo by Carlene Allred. 
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Prestdentls Corner: Publicdty and Caving 

There i s  a w e l l - j u s t i f l e d  d i f f e r  
ence of  op in ion  among cavers about  the 
amount of i n f o n a t i o n  the publlc  should 
k? p r w i  ded about caves and caving. O n  
one extreme a r e  those who feel t h a t  a l l  
knowledge developed f rm t h e  c a v f n g  
experience should be kept  secret w l t h i n  
the groupr lest o the rs  f f n d  o u t  about 
the cave(s1 and I11 deprive the f i n d e r s  
of the oppor tun i ty  t o  enJoy the caves 
o r  12) use the caves and e l t h e r  w i l l f u l l y  
o r  i nadvertantly destroy the1 r aesthetf c 
and s c i e n t l f  i c qua1 i ties. On the other 
e x t r m e  are those who woul d pub1 l sh a1 1 
i n fo rmat ion  developed and describe the 
l o c a t i o n  of each cave and I t s  contents 
i n e n t l  c i  ng detaf 1 , The optlrnum degree 
and nature of p u b l i c  aducat'lon requ i red 
depends on the c'lscmstances o f  each 
cave and seglon 1 mrol ved, Exq u i  s i  t e  
show caves, where access i s  rigorously 
con t ro l  1 ed by accmpany 4 ng gui  des, can 
be well described and p u b l i c i z e d  w i t h -  
out danger t o  the cave. For caves i n  
sparsely inhabited areas the danger I s  
greater, and speci a1 procedures need t o  
be f 01 1 wed, 

B u t  1 i f s  i s  n o t  simplistic, For 
i nstance* 1 n West V i  r g i  n l  a# before cav- 
i n g  became r e a l l y  popular, s i n k h o l e s  
were used ar d l  sposal areas  fo r  dead 
cows, garbage, o l d  cars, and other nox- 
lous  sol i d  wades,  Many cave entrances 
were f i l l e d  because they were consi dered 
hazardous and Inconvenient. Then w I  t h  
the p u b l i c a t i o n  of Daviesvs book whIch 
descrfbed l o c a t i o n s  i n  d e t a i l #  cavtng 
became popul a r  among the 1 ocal i nhabl t- 
a n t s  and they p u t  a stop t o  the destruc- 
t l v e  pract ices. Since thenF increased 
t r a f f l c  a f f e c t e d  t h e  hf b e r n a t i o n  of 
bats# increased wear and tear on caves# 
and resul ted I n sane vandal i sm. Steps 
were taken t o  gate the caves and other- 
w i s e  prevent entry .  W i th  fewer caves 
ava l l  abl e t o  expl ore, the youth of the 
reg fon found other pursui ts ,  and now, 
accordlng t o  Harvey Ewers,  s inkho les  
a re  once agaf n beginning t o  cel l e c t  s o l i d  
wastes 1 n al l  t h e i r  noxious var je ty .  

It has n o t  been the G lac ie r  Grotto 's  
pol icy  t e  popular ize cavfng, b u t  t h e  

popular support  t h e  Forest Servtm i s  
recei v i ng r e g a r d l  ng caves encourages 
than t o  take t h e i r  cave management r e  
s p o n s i b f t i t f e s  ser iously.  Before our 
a r r i v a l  on Pr ince of Wales Island, t h e r e  
was a tendency t o  dump 1 ogging t rash 
and road f l l l  i n to  cave entrances and 
sf nkhol es, Sme i ndl; v 1 dual s may have 
been col 1 e c t i  ng spel eothems. The Grotto 
is concerned about any t h rea t  to the 
caves and the4  r contents, and a1 so the 
dangers o f  exposing errthus~astlc but  
unl nf ormed and u n t r a i  ned woul d-be cavers 
t o  t h l s  v a s t  c o l l  ection of vert ica l  
shafts. 

For the past  several years  we have 
been mapping ex tens ive  cave systems on 
Pr i nce of W a1 es Is1 and 1 n Southeast 
A1 aska. These caves were not known 
u n t i l  1987, when one was mapped. Flve 
were mapped f n  1988# Welve I n  1989# 
and e i  ghteen 1 n 1990, The reason for  
t h i s  stepped-up e f f o r t  was t h a t  It was 
found t h a t  m e  of the 1 oggi ng psact i  a s  
i n  t h e  Tongass National Forest were de- 
stroy 1 ng caves. The caves a r e  1 ocated I n 
1 lmestone bedrock c a l l  ed ka rs t .  K a r s t  
f s c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by s l  nki ng strems,  
s i  nkhol es, caves, sprf rigs, dry val 1 eys, 
and s imi la r  features indicative of un- 
derground drainage devel oped through the 
sol  & i o n  o f  bedrock. It was reported 
t h a t  60% o f  the karst features were 
caveconnected on unl ogged karst ,  wh il e 
only 10% t o  20% o f  the karst  fea tures  
were caveconnected on o t h e n l s e  cunpa- 
rab l  e c7 earcut karst. Fran t h f  s, one 
cou ld  f i g u r e  that c l e a ~ u t t t n g ~  as prac- 
tl md, destroyed over ha1 f of the cave 
entrances. In the cl e a r c u t t i  ng method 
of 3 oggi ngt a1 7 t rees  are cut down: t h e  
l oggers  then haul out what trunks they  
want and 1 eave t h e  rest .  Because t h e s e  
forests are  x, th ick ,  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  
to walk through what I s  left because 
the "sl ashfF, as  they -1 2 It# i s  about 
f l v e  o r  more f e e t  t h l c k .  Cave entrances 
were covered because 1 oggers would push 
t h l s  slash Iwto t h e  entrances o r  s ink-  
h o l  @st where It would ro t .  Bull ders 
of logglng rmds would f i l l  I n  the cave 
entrances a s  they b u l l t  t he  roads over 
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or c lose t o  then.  Both the loggers and 
t h e  road b u l l  ders cons1 dered these p i t s  
to be hazardous nufsances. I n  a d d i t l  on" 
th s vegetative m a t t  on the  steep s i  des 
of sinkholes mould be destroyed by the 
dragging across of c u t  t rees;  M e  raw 
exposed earth woul d then erode 1 nto  the 
caves. A? sor increased erosion due  to  
logglng and road cons t ruc t i on  I s  causing 
gravel and other sol1 s to wash i n and 
f i l l  cave passages, o f ten  w d t h  nonsol u- 
ble mater ia l .  T h i s  f i l l i n g  process, I n  
sane cases, i s  cont inuing decades a f t e r  
the l ogg ing  had taken place. We have 
already found nerr gravel bars  In cave 
strems, 

fhe Forest Service h a s  recently 
real f l e d  that the caves should be saved. 
Steps are belng taken t o  protect  cave 
entranms by mwlng boundaries of u n i t s  
t o  be so1 d t o  logglng cmpaniss, estab- 
1 jshf  ng b u f f e r  strlps around cave en- 
trances# and m w l n g  paths of n w  roads 
away fran caves. Two members of our 
Grotto were hlred by the Forest Service 
t o  search f o r  caves I n  sections t o  be 
clrt before logging takes place. Then, 
during one month t h i s  past  s m e r ,  a b u t  
a score of cavers (our Grotto members, 
t e n  a t  a t ime) s u r v q e d  w e r  f f f t y  of  
t hese  newly-discovered caves--& I n  
areas that  were to be cut. Buffer  strf p s  
are belng recmended around a11 cave 
entrances. For caves wer 1000 feet I n  
length* l a rger  buffer s t r i p s  a re  baing 
recommended, as re11 as bu f f e r  s t r i p s  
around d ra i  n a p s  1 nto k a r s t  f e a t  u r s s  
assocfated w f t h  thm. The success o f  
fmplementing these procedures* and the 
success of their effects# of coursep 
remain t o  be seen. 

Other than  the f I l l  ing i n of cave 
entrances w l t h  slash and road f I l l  and 
the f f l l l n g  of cave passages w i t h  gravel 
carried In by esesi on* the co l  1 ectf on 
of speleothms by individuals i s  also  a 
problem. Thls i s  being discouraged by 
the  Na t I onal Cave Re sources Psotecti on 
Act o f  1988~ which came along a t  j u s t  
the right time for us, Also$ keeping 
cave l ocatt ons secret u n t i l  a managanent 
p l a n  has been developed should help. 

We have a mdcr pub1 i c  educatdon 
t ask  t o  adutate residePrts, t o u r i s t s #  

and t h e  many t r a n s i e n t  workers t o  respect 
the i n t e g r l t y  of the caves. So far, we 
estlrnate less than  5% of  a l l  the  caves 
on t h e  I s l a n d  may have been mapped. 

Beta use o f  the n a t i  onal and 1 ocal 
p u b l l c l t y  I n  t h e  press and i n  l o c a l  
t a l k s  and o ther  medt a events, suppart 
f o r  t h e  Forest Serv ice a c t i v l t l e s  I n  
cave protect1 on, and general w areness 
of it As on t h e  rise. The Forest Serv See 
I s  p lannfng t o  open a selected cave or 
t ~ o  t o  the  publ 1 c I n I992 and more 1 ater  
a s  t h e  development of  cave management 
p l  ans unf 01 d. Thef r determi na ti on to 
do t h i s  has been largely the r e s u l t  o f  
Interest demonstrated on t h e  part  of  
the publ ic. These plans*  m p t  ete w i t h  
i n t e r p r e t a t f v e  s i g n s  and walks, are 
b l n g  designed fo r  the general publ - ic .  
Hopef U P  1 y ,  the2 r imp1 mentat i  an w 11 1 
strengthen resolve t o  protect  cares and 
espec i  a1 1 y reduce destruction o f  the 
en t rances  caused by poor logging and 
road b u i l d f n g  practices, Without t h i s  
e f f o r t  the destructdon of  the caves 
would continue. 

Thus$ i n  the Interest o f  cave con- 
se r va t i on ,  nei ther e x t r m e  s h o u l d  be 
followed and a careful, more central, 
pol Icy needs t o  be developed t o  assure 
t h a t  t he  resource 15 protected and* at 
the same t i m e r  used for the enjoyment 
and  e d u c a t i o n  of the pub1 f c  f o r  t he  
present and 1 n t h e  f utwre, a 

N w  Anchorage Area W i n g  Schedule 

Members sesl d i  ng i n SorrthCemtral 
A1 aska received a postcard survey a1 ong 
w i t h  t h e i r  October Issue of The Alaqkan 
tlav_er. In the past weeks, about a dozen 
r e c i p i e n t s  responded t o  t h e  survey, and 
those responses h ave now been sv a1 uated.  
Check1 ng both conf l  i c t s  and preferences$ 
t h e  best weekdays were Wednesday and 
Thursday. The t a l l y  was clos8, b u t  i t  
turns out  t h a t  the  most p re fe r red  and 
l e a s t  m n f l  i c t i n g  day of week o f  month 
was the f ou r th  Wedm&yl and so thus It 
s h a l l  be. Therefore, our next meetlng 
wfl l  km on Wednesday* W r y  22. 

Page 4 'The A1 askan Caver Yo1 m e  11 Nmber 6 December 1991 



51 ate h v e  
by Carl ene A 7 1  red 

Slate Cave was discwered in the 
spring o f  1990, dur ing the U.S. Forest  
Serv i ce blo1 ogi cal cave s u rv  ey. J 1 rn 
Anderson a n d  Kwi n Allred were searching 
the south s ide of E l  Capitan Peak f o r  
surface specdmens enterj ng E l  Capi t a n  
Cave, when they happened upon a surface 
stream. It wandered across some s l a t e  
bedrock u n t i l  i t  h i t  t h e  l imestone.  
Upon contact, the stream irnmedlately  
pl  unged don n a t w e n t y - f o o t - d i  ameter 
s h a f t  and disappeared .  Kev in  no ted  
t h i s  especial ly- impressive cave l e a d ,  
naned <t Slate Cave, and saved entry f o r  
PWIE I V  Cwhi ch noul d beg1 n I n  a coup7 e 
of  months). Since the entrance i s  near 
a logg ing  r m d  and because I could go 
cavdng f o r  no more than three hours a t  
a time (since I was nurs ing our baby), 
It would be a perfect t r i p  i n  vhlch I 
wul d p a r t i  c i  pate, 

On J u l y  17, Susan De l i  sa and Steve 
Lewis (both fran Fadrbanks) and I headed 
fo r  the entrance, w h i l e  Kwin babysat a t  
the car. The rope was r igged onto a huge 
tree and 7wered dmm I n t o  the hole, 
For tunate ly  f o r  us, the stream was near1 y 
dry, so It was a p leasant  drop. Stwe 
went darn f l r s t r  t fmn  Susan,  and I last. 
The f i r s t  38 feet was dcwn the steep wall 
of the sink, The funnel l e d  d w n  i n t o  
an ImpressJve shaf t  about twenty f e e t  I n  
d i  meter and 67 feet  deep. As a rappel- 
ler, one has to j m p  ou-bard and away 
frun the wall dur ing descent t o  avold 
becaning entangled I n  the branches of 
two old logs t h a t  have f a l l e n  In .  

I landed on -the cobble f l oo r  and 
unhooked w s e l  f f rcm the rope. We were 
standing i n  a clean* sanewhat horizontal 
passage about twelve f e e t  w l  de and twelve 
feet high. To the north t h e  t u n n e l  
sloped dwmards; we headed d w n ,  SUP 

veylng as  we explored, Af te r  passing 
under a dcme and across a path of boul- 
ders, we came t o  a change fin di rec t ion.  
The passage tu rned  to the east*  and, 
n a r r w l n g  i n t o  a canyon, pl  unged dcwn- 
ward I n  several short drops.  As we 
brfdged dmmard,  we passed abwe a slde 
canyonenter lngon our r i g h t .  The dwn- 
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ward-trendi ng canyon ended abrupt1 y a t  
t h e  b r i n k  o f  a p l t .  The passage d i d  
cont i  nue beyond t h e  p i t  horlrontal 1 y, 
b u t  our thoughts  were only on descendj ng 
deeper. To t h i s  day, that horizorrtal 
ongol  ng passage 7 s s t 1  I 1 unentered, 
Ty lng  an a d d i t i o n a l  rope onto our en- 
t r a n c e  rope, we 1 owered t h e  end donn 
I nto  t h e  n e w  p i  t* Steve and I sh i ned our 
l l g h t s  down together. but  m u l d n v t  see 
t h e  bottan. Susan and I el  ected Steve 
t o  go down f i r s t .  He hes i tan t ly  rfgged 
to t h e  rope and dropped down I n to  t h e  
hol e. The rope ended, after el ghty feet, 
!n a l a r g e  passage belm, but unfortu- 
na te ly  that was not the end o f  the drop, 
In the f l  oor of the ha1 1 under the rope, 
t h e  pf t contl  hued on downward In to  more 
blackness. It nou ld  have been r fsky fo r  
h i m  t o  pendul vn onto t h e  sl ippery rubb le  
p i l e  ta get o f f  rope, only to lose the 
end, so Steve d l d  a changewer and cams 
r i g h t  back up, This p i t  was l a t e r  named 
Pendul m P I  t. 

By then, I f igured t h e  baby woul d 
be getting hungry (and feeding a 3-1/2- 
month-01 d baby 1s smeth lng t h a t  on1 y 
h l s  mother can de), so I suggested t h a t  
we e x i t  the cave, On our way out, we 
decided t o  map t h e  south-trending pas- 
sage below the entrance drop. This was 
a steep cl imb through a ti ght cl og of 
vegetable debrls, and i t l e d  i n t o  an 
a u o i  n i  ng s i  nkhol e. The passage spl it 
and ascended upwards steeply before 
break1 ng out f n the bottan of the steep- 
walled, collapsed d o l f n e .  The f l o w  
was a71 unstable vegetable debr is ;  I 
sketched it and d l  scovered tha t ,  on t h e  
other s l  de, an archway l e d  d nto another 
ad jo ln lng  sinkhole, I d i d  not dfscover 
it a t  t h e  t ime*  b u t  l a t e r  Kevin entered 
t h l s  t h i r d  s i nk  and found, i n  i t s  bottan, 
the verttcal entrance t o  what  we l a t e r  
named Clo i s te r  h v e ,  With d i f f i c u l t y ,  
I found a way out of the m i d d l e  s i n k  
and back t o  t he  c a r  (where t h e  baby was 
eagerly awalt lngme).  Nw i t w a s K e v i n v s  
t u r n  to go cavf ng. 

Steve, Susan, and Kevin irnmedlately 
went back down and rer igged t h e  Pendulun 
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