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BREAKING On September 5th, 1958, ground was formally
THE GROUND gi [ ;
broken on the new campus. Participating in
the ceremony of turning over the ground with Governor LeRoy
Collins and President Allen were selected juniors from 42 high
schools located in all parts of the State. These represented the
classes of the State from which would largely come the University’s
Charter Class in 1960. Music was supplied by the Chamberlain
High School Band of Tampa. Careful planning by the Chamber
of Commerce Committee in charge of arrangements permitted the

events to move smoothly and with precise timing.

THE GOVERNOR SPEAKS:

OF QUALITY In his remarks at the ceremony Governor

AND SACRIFICE ! ' S
Collins confirmed the objectives and stand-

ards planned for the new institution. He said, in part, “Quality
education, as we are determined this will be, will come at great
cost to all our people and will entail personal sacrifice for many.

Ground Breaking Ceremony
September 5, 1958

Juniors from 42 high schools
in the State representing
those students who will con-
stitute the Freshman Class
of the University assist Gov-
ernor Collins and President
Allen in the Ground Break-
ing Ceremony.

26



OF EDUCATION Byt the people of Florida will give cheerfully
FOR FREEDOM, z ”
CULTURE, to support the education of every boy and girl
AND TRUTH who, with abiding faith in Almighty God,
comes here dedicated to the great goal of

freedom to which our nation stands committed; who hungers for

OF HARD WORK  cylture; who constantly seeks the truth and
AND EARNED h k Vi ; bl
SUCCESS as the courage to proclaim it; who feels

glory in hard work, in the pain of sacrifice,

OF RIGHTS, in the thrill of earned success—the boy or girl
OBLIGATIONS, frbicacheisihs £ b Lok ol
AND HUMAN who has high respect for his own rights, obli-
DIGNITY gations, and human dignity, and an equally

high respect for the same attributes in others.

OF YOUTH “Yes, this institution will welcome these to its
fold. It will say to them with eagerness and dedication: “We want
your fresh, clean young minds to work with. You are Florida’s

iE)

most valued resources.’
™ ® °

LETTING In November, 1958, the contract for the first
THE FIRST i : i
CONTRACT structure—the Administration Building—was let
to the Jones-Mahoney Construction Company of
Tampa. There was satisfaction in the fact that all of the bids were
below the estimated cost, and a sense of relief in the thought that

actual construction would soon begin.

PREPARING  [pn the meantime, the site preparation for the first
THE SITE T 3 :
group of buildings was going forward. This part
of the campus was cleared of underbrush and trimmed of weeds,
while the buffer park zone along Fowler Avenue was dragged
and seeded to grass.
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A CASE STUDY Although the life of the University of
IN STARTING South Plosid d i bigief 4
NEW UNIVERSITY out orida, to date, is brief, and the

institution has yet to enroll its first student,
it is important that this phase of its history be told in sufficient
detail to indicate some of the things that must be done behind
the scenes before the doors of a university can open. It is a case
study in starting a new university as well as an indication of things

to come.
A FORWARD While it cannot look back to a long past,
. the University of South Florida can and
PROGRAM— oo sy .

CULTURE, TRUTH  does look forward with confidence to a
AND UNITY long future of distinction among leading

American universities. It starts with free-
dom to establish a forward looking program based on those
standards of quality, culture, and truth of which the Governor
spoke—and of unity—which keynotes the educational philosophy
of the University.

Construction on Campus.
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