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FEDERAL WRITERS* PROJECT
.~ American Guide, (Negro Writers' Unit)
Jacksonville, Florida

-

Pearl Randolph : Slave Interview
Field Worker August 18, 1936
Complete Additional information

Sept- 11’ 1937

Frank Berry, living at 1614 West Twenty-Seoond Street, Juoksonville,
Florida, olaims to be a grandson of Oéceola, last fighting ohief of the
Seminole tribe. Born in 1858 of a mother who was part of the hhman ochatte]
belonging to one of the Hearneses of-Alaohua County in Florida, he served
variously during his life as a State @nd Federal Government ocontraotor,

United States Marshall (1881), Registration Inspector (1872)«

The master gave them a strip of land for farming purposes. However,
they were to pay for the use of ‘this parcel of land each yeare. Vividly he
recalls helping his mother raise corn and ootton so that at the end of the.
year they would be able'to pay off the lundlorde Christmes eve was the end
fisoul period for all accountse Eaoh year foundAthem in debt to the land-
lord deéper and deepere To‘heip out in the expenses, his mother would make
lye soap to sell the landlorde Lyo for the soap then was obtained by
placing old hiokory-wood ashes in a suspended hamper pouring boiling hot.
water over the ashese The rod liquid is ocaught in.a'trough that empties -

into a tube This lye is the prinoipal ingredient of the lye soape

Being of destitute means, the daily meal usually consis%ed of rioe,
potatoes, sometimes pork, and bread; made by placing flour dough in hot

ashes, the bread rssulting from this wis called ash-oake. large iron
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skillets with 1ids were the cooking utensils used at that time.

Berry was tiught to read and write by a colored teacher from the North
named Miss Townsend a few years after the Civil Ware The teacher would go

from ohurch to church onoe & week to give instruction to the students.

Being only eight yeurs of age when the Em*noipation Proclamaticn was
issued, he remembers little of his life as a slave. The mnster was kind
in an imperaénal way but nmade ano provision for his freedom ws did many
other Sout?erners-mﬁ#unlly in the form of land grants--although he gave
them their freedom as soon wa the proclamation was issuede Berry learned
from his elders that thei- master was a noted duelist and ownsd sevefal

fine plstols some of whioh have very bloody historiese

It was during the hectic days that followed the Civil War th;t Berry
served in the afore-mentioned o(fioes. He held his marshalship under a
Judge Kiné of Jaoksonville, Floridas As Stats and Pederal Government
Contractor he built many public structures, a few of whioh are_still in
usé. awong them the jetfies at Mayport, Florida, whioch he helped to build

and a jail at High Springs, Florida.

Berry told of an incident occurring after the Civil War that completely
shattered his faith in justice meted out to Negroes by Negro members of
Juriess One day he wenfﬁﬁo a grocery store to make a purchase. An argu-
ment ensued between the white storekeeper and himself. both drew pistolse.

A polioemau happen;aito be passing at the time, was summonod by white store-

keepsr, Berry was arrestede During that time, when a Negro was tried, the

jury was composed of the ;ame number of whites =8 coloreds» Since the trial
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was in the middle of the week, only one Negro could be found to ssrve on
the jurys The jury was dead-locked for hours, the white men were for
aoquitdl and the ﬁ;gro'fﬁr the ‘conviotion of Berrye After much delibera-
’tion} Berry was freed. After the triul, one of his white members of the
Jury said to him, ®Frank, we would have let you out twenty minutes after
we considered your oase if it hadn't been for the colored members of the
jurye®" Berry said tkat if he was tried for 1ife he wouldn't want a Negro
on the Jury or a Negro lawyer on his case. Continuing "Negroes are like
smoke, they will go whatever way the wind blows if paide During this
period, Negro lawyers,yare not allowed to practice before tﬁe bar in Miami.
Berry said the reason for this was, Negro lawyers consumed too much time

in stating their cases and were a nuisance after they finishede

The Eu Klux Klan was very aotive during voting time and would use all
kinds of foree and violence to make the Negroes vote the way they desired.
.later they would use force and threats to scare the Negroes away from the
pollses However, severaul Negroes held important poiitioal Jjobs at that
timee Go2ne Jo Te Walls, an ex-sluve, served eight years as a senator of
Floridas« Joseph Lee, served as mayor of Jacksonville and as Muniocipal

Judger George Andrews was Chlef of Polioce duriné the same periodes

One of the leading Negro political figures in the 1898 wus a powerful
mulatto by the name of Sam Foster, mputed grandson.of Billy Payne, the bad
man of Payne Prairie famee Berry stated that the famous Seven Years Indian
Tar started on Paynes Prairies Three drunken Indian boys attacked Billy

. D e ]
Payne and in the end were thoroughly thrashed by Paynee The Indians re-

turned with reinforcements and the fight was on. Repeated attacks by the
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Indians caused the wr to last for seven yearse

It was during the war between the Indians and settlers that Berry's
grandmother, sbrving ws @« nurse at Tampa Buy was ocaptured by the Indians
and ocarried amy to beoome the squaw of their chief; she was later re-
captured by her ownerss This was a common procedure; acoording to Berry's

statements. Indians often captured slaves, partioula}ly the women, or
alided in their esoape and ulmost «lways intermarried with theme The red
meni‘are oresige& with inciting m:ny uprisings and wholecals escapes émong

the slavese

Country frolios (dances) were quite cften attended by Indians, whose
maip reason for going wis to obtain whiskey, for which they had a very
strong fondnesse Berry describes an intoxicated Indian as a "tornado

naid mun* and reoalls a hxir raising incident that ended in tragedy for

the offenders

A group of Indians were attending one of these frolics at Fort Myers
and everything.;u;t woll.until éne of the number became intoxicated,
-terrorizing the Negroes with bullying, and fighting anyone with whom he
ooul& “pick" a quarrel-’ *Big Charlie® an uncle of the narrator was pre-

sent and when the red man challenged him to a fight made a quiok end of

him by breaking his neck at one blows

For two years he was houndsd by revengeful Indiansy who had an un-
oanny wmay of ferreting out his whereabouts no\m&tter where he wente Often
he sighted them while working in the fields wnd would be foroed to flee to

some other place. This continued with miny hairbreadth esoapesy until
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he was foroed %~ move several states amye.

When askécd what was his opinion of the present generation of Negroes,
he repliedy "They ain't worth a cuss, they are a bunoh of yellow-bellied
no good younguns,* When i ;as a youhg man we were allowed to vote and we
did fight for.o;; rights. We owned all kfnds of b;siness establishments
and helped:ono another out in times of adverse circumstanoes. rWhy. ovsn
the se higga;lass eduocuted minigtOxs wuin't nuthin but windbagse Turing my
time, I have gone to ohuroch and have seen women and men iying out on the
floor prostrate from the powerful preaching of the ministere Sometimes
they would lie there for two and three days at a time and the minister
would still be preachinge Name me a preaoher who is that good now? Even
in BI;Very we were treated better thin they gro‘being now by the white
peoples When a Negro did something wrong, he was whipped and that was -
all to ite Negroes didn't k;ll eaoh other as they do nows Even the white
people didnlt kill Negroes then as they do nows Negroes then were worth
money to ths white people and the oouldn't afford to lose money by killing
a Negro. slave. Anybady oan kill a Negro now because they ain't worth a
oent to nobody. These high-polluted Negro men we called doctors oouldn't
oure a oolde The Indians taught us Negroes all about medicine and herbs.
Why if'you had a bad cold, all you got to do is to get some good ocorn
whigke) . @ix it with sweet zum rosin, then drink ite If you wanted to
draw a splinter out of your foot or finger, make a poultice out of peéa=
leaves and drip rosin, place it over the wound, and boy ! in twenty-four

hours the whole splinter will be oute Take me and my old lady, we have

bﬁen married for 61 years and don't ever think of separating, while I have

some sons and daughters that hive married two wnd three times. Let me
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tell you somethinp, a good womun is the second step to wun angel in heaven,

but a bad woman is the second step to a demon in hell « + "%

Berry recalls the old days of black aristooracy when Negroes‘held
high politital offices in the stute of Florida, when Negro tradesmen and
proifessionals competed sucoessfully and unmolested with the whites. Many
fortunes were made by men who are now little more than beggarse To this
group'belonés the man who in spite of reduced oiroumstances minages still
to mike one think of top hats and state affairse. . Although smill of stature
and almost disabled by rheumatism, he has the fiery dignity aﬁd straight
buok thait we asruolate with men who huive ruled otherse At the same time
he might also be characterized as a sweet old person with all the tender
reminisoences of the old days and the ochildish prejudices against all
\thing; newe As might be expeoted, he lives in the past and alwiys is de~-
lighted whenever he is asked to tell about the only life that he has ever
really lived. Together with his aged wifelho lives with his ohildren and
is known to local relief agencies who supplement the very small inoome he

now derives from what is left of what was at one time a oconsiderable for-

tunes



REFERENCE

.
Personal interview with subject, Frank Berry,
1614 West Twenty-Seoond Street, Jacksonville, Florida



	Interview, Frank Berry and Pearl Randolph, Slave Interview and Additional Information, August 18, 1936 and September 11, 1937
	Recommended Citation

	/Borg/masters/F36/temp/F36-00001/pdfs/F36-00001.pdf

